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Player and team evaluations for this magazine were done in the offseason. 
Trades and free agent signings made after May 17, 1998 are not reflected. 
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Your team will be ranked in eight statistical categories 
using a Rotisserie-style ranking system: 


Total Scoring 
Kicker Scoring 
Total Rushing Yards 
Total Rushing TDs 


Total Receiving Yards 
Total Receiving TDs 
Total Passing Yards 
Total Passing TDs 


Entry Fees and Discounts: 


$39.95 for Early, Early Entry 


(sign up before August 2, 1998) 


$49.95 for Early Entry (sign-up before 
August 16, 1998) 


$59.95 for a basic entry (which includes your 
Managers Kit) 
$39.95 for each additional entry 


‘Transactions: 
* 5 units ($2.50) for each Bench move. 
* 16 units ($8.00) for each new player purchase. 


* 10 units ($5.00) to add an additional player to 
the Bench. 
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Football Challenge reserves the right to revise any rules to improve The Sporting News 
Fantasy Football Challenge. 2) No employees of TSN Fantasy Football Challenge or their 
families are eligible to win. 3) NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. To receive a copy of the official 
rules and a one-time team selection entry form void of all services, send your name, 
address, social security number, date of birth and telephone number printed on a 3x5 card 
along with a letter-size, self-addressed, stamped envelope to; TSN Fantasy Football 
Challenge, P.0. Box 260467, Lakewood, CO 80226-0467, One request per household. One 
request per envelope. All requests must be postmarked by August 21, 1998 and received 
by August 26, 1998. One-time team selection forms must be postmarked no later than 
August 28, 1998 and received no later than September 3, 1998. 4) You must be 18 years 
or older to participate. 5) Void where prohibited by law. 6) Not all the official rules are con- 
tained in this ad, Managers Kit contains all of the official rules. 7) For questions regarding 

_ the rules of The Sporting News Fantasy Football Challenge, call 1-800-789-8980. 8) The 
Sporting News reserves the right to modify any rules, regulations, or deadlines to improve 
the 1998 Football Challenge. 9) TSN Fantasy Football Challenge is not responsible for 
delayed, lost or misdirected mail 
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Lakewood, CO 80226-0468 


Mailed entries must be postmarked no later than September 1, 
1998 — no exceptions. 


PAYMENT METHOD 

O Check O) Visa Q) MasterCard O Amex 
QO) Discover Card Q Diners Club O) Money Order 
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Rule over Millionaire athletes 


with an Le on TiSt and you could pocket 


$25,000. 


In The Sporting News Fantasy Football Challenge you 
become the Owner and Coach of your own “fantasy” 
football team. You draft the players, study the stats and 
make the player transactions that could lead to “Big 
League” cash and prizes. 


You'll assemble a team that consists of a 20-player 
starting line-up (3 QB, 3 K, 6 RB, 2 TE and 6 WR), 
which can not exceed a $35,000,000 salary cap, as 

well as a 10-player Bench of reserve players which can 
be used to replace starting players if they don't perform 
to expectations. 


The Sporting News expert league commissioners handle 
the rest. They're available 24-hours a day, 7 days a week 
via our 1-800 line during sign-ups! Talk to ‘em about 
player switches, or do it yourself through the Internet. 


You will compete on the League (25 teams per League), 
Division (12 leagues form a 300 team division) and 
Overall Grand Prize levels. One lucky winner will take 
home a Grand Prize of $25,000, with many more 
winning weekly, league and division prizes. 


Bi-weekly reports are included in your entry fee. 
These reports will include your team summary, league 
summary, the top 25 division leaders and the top 25 
teams overall. Weekly reports are also available for a 
small charge via mail, fax or Internet. 


Overall Division 
Prizes Prizes 
| (300 teams) 


League 
Prizes 
(25 teants) 


Place | 
| (all entries) 


Over $1,000,000 in prizes 
awarded last season. 


$ 250 awarded to both the overall year-to- 


date leader and to the top scoring team each week. 


LOO awarded to the winner of the weekly 


Game-within-the-game trivia contest. 


$5,000 AWARDED TO THE MOST 
IMPROVED PLAYER (Awarded to the player 
whose national ranking increased the most after 
the halfway point). 


Rating the 
NFL’s Top GMs 


and Coaches 


By Don Pierson 
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1. Ron Wolf, Packers 


hen Wolf was tapped by the Tampa Bay Bucca- 

neers to run their expansion efforts in 1976, he 
said he had learned all about scouting and person- 
nel from Al Davis, the slick and secretive boss of the 
Raiders who noticed Wolf had the perfect back- 
ground—Army Intelligence. 

Wolf was hired by Packers president Bob Harlan 
from the Jets, where as a personnel director he 
thought Brett Favre was the best player in the 1991 
draft. Wolf hired Mike Holmgren in 1992 after failing 
to entice friend Bill Parcells out of retirement. Wolf 
also signed the first significant player in the free 
agent era, Reggie White, who made it fashionable 
again for African Americans to work in Green Bay. 

Like most outstanding personnel men, Wolf 
spends most of his time on the road, searching for 
prospects. His work in the draft is more impressive 
and more important than anything else he does, The 
1997 Packers started only two of their own No. 1 
draft choices—iinemen Ross Verba and Aaron Taylor— 
yet Wolf and his scouts drafted 13 other starters in 
later rounds. He is a master at trading down and 
adding extra picks, which he uses more wisely than 
his rivals. His 1995 third round is a classic—Darius 
Holland, William Henderson, Brian Williams and 
Antonio Freeman within 25 picks. 


2. Tom Donahoe, Steelers 


former high school coach in Western Pennsylvania, 

Donahoe is the unsung and unassuming hero of 
the Steelers. After joining them as a scout in 1986, 
Donahoe was named director of football operations 
in 1992, the year before the advent of the free 
agency-salary Cap system. Since then, the Steelers 
have played host to three AFC championship games 
and made it to one Super Bowl despite instability 
throughout the roster. 

Donahoe rescued running back Jerome Bettis 
by trade, drafted Kordell Stewart when hardly anybody 
else thought he was a quarterback, and has lost sig- 
nificant free agents such as Kevin Greene, Chad Brown, 
Rod Woodson, John Jackson, Neil O'Donnell and 
Yancey Thigpen without pushing any panic buttons. 

Few teams evaluate talent better. Second- and 
third-round picks include Brown, Andre Hastings, 
Brentson Buckner, Joel Steed, Levon Kirkland, Bam 
Morris, Stewart, Jason Gildon, Will Blackwell and 
Brenden Stai. 

Donahoe's decision to turn down a lucrative 
offer to run the Seattle Seahawks and stay in Pittsburgh 
was testimony to the family atmosphere of owner 
Dan Rooney's stable and respected organization. 

"This is where | want to be," Donahoe explained. 


3. Bill Polian, Colts 


M will travel. After taking the Buffalo Bills to four 
Super Bowls and getting the expansion Carolina 


Panthers into the NFC title game in their second year, 
Polian moves to Indianapolis, where the first pick in 
the draft means he is challenged by the worst team 
in the league. 

No problem. If picking first is the road to suc- 
cess, Polian is the luckiest GM in the business, When 
he took charge of his first draft in Buffalo in 1985, 
he was staring at the first pick and took Bruce Smith. 
With the Panthers, he traded the first pick (Ki-Jana 
Carter) to Cincinnati and took quarterback Kerry 
Collins instead. With the Colts, he found himself star- 
ing at two of the best quarterback prospects to come 
out in years. 

Polian is a man with a plan. The tough and tem- 
peramental son of an Irish immigrant in the Bronx, 
Polian is decisive and convicted. He engineered the 
three-way trade with Indianapolis and the Los Angeles 
Rams that landed linebacker Cornelius Bennett with 
the Bills and Eric Dickerson with the Colts. Agents fear 
and respect him. 

“Although he is a master of the modern sys- 
tem, he's old-school in his concepts of fairness, team 
chemistry, responsibility, being on time to training 
camp, the sanctity of contracts," said agent Leigh 
Steinberg. 


4. Rich McKay, Buccaneers 


OS and surely, McKay is emerging among the 
elite of NFL bosses. In Tampa Bay, where he took 
over the team first coached by dad John, he has nav- 
igated through a difficult change in ownership. Two 
years ago, the team looked destined to move. This 
fall, the Bucs open a state-of-the-art stadium. Not only 
that, they are Super Bow! contenders. 

It was McKay who finally gave Tony Dungy a 
chance to be a head coach, a belated decision 29 
other teams may soon regret. On a team with a lega- 
cy of blowing or trading away or not signing top picks 
(Bo Jackson, Steve Young, Vinny Testaverde), McKay 
has presided over a winning streak in landing Trent 
Dilfer, Warren Sapp, Derrick Brooks, Regan Upshaw, 
Mike Alstott, Warrick Dunn and Reidel Anthony. Not 
only that, he has led a wise trend of wrapping up 
key components with long-term contracts (Dungy, 
Dilfer, Sapp). 

Only 39, McKay has a useful background in both 
football and law. He served as the team's general 
counsel before joining fulltime in 1992 and becom- 
ing GM in 1994, In such a short time, he has risen to 
co-chair of the league's powerful Competition Committee 
overseeing the game's rules and integrity. 


5. John Butler, Bills 


pos successor in Buffalo, Butler was a scout 
and personnel director who helped build the Bills 
into an unprecedented four-in-a-row Super Bowl 
team. Butler got the top job between the third and 
fourth trips and has managed to keep the Bills a con- 
tender despite drafting late and trying to protect a 
squad raided by free agency. 

This year, Butler goes to war for the first time 


without coach Marv Levy, replaced by defensive coor- 
dinator Wade Phillips. A former soldier in Vietnam, Butier 
was first hired into the pros by George Allen, the 
same former coach who gave i man- 
ager Charley Casserly his first break. 

Butler's tenure has been marked by tough 
decisions—letting free agents Howard Ballard, 
Nate Odomes and Jeff Burris go, signing free agent 
Bryce Paup and then letting him go, and seeking 
a replacement for quarterback Jim Kelly. Butler 
gave Doug Flutie a shot out of the Canadian League 
and sacrificed his top draft choice this year for 


Jacksonville's Rob Johnson. 

Butler's prowess as a talent evaluator is reflect- 
ed in the number of Bills' hits from small schools— 
Ballard, Phil Hansen, Don Beebe, Kurt Schulz, Corbin 
Lacina, Darick Holmes, Matt Stevens and Marcellus 
Wiley. 


6. Frank Gilliam, Vikings 


verlooked because his title is vice-president- 

player personnel and not general manager, Gilliam 
oversees one of the best and most stable personnel 
departments in NFL history. Gilliam has served since 
1970, when he arrived as scouting director. Sidekick 
Jerry Reichow, whose present title is assistant gen- 
eral manager of national scouting, was a player on 
the original 1961 expansion Vikings and a former 
director of football operations. Former NFL head 
coach Paul Wiggin, now assistant GM of pro per- 
sonnel, came to the Vikings in 1985 as an assistant 
coach. He moved to scouting in 1991. Head scout 
Don Deisch joined the club in 1980. Former player 
Scott Studwell became player personnel coordina- 
tor in 1990. 

Along with their scouting staff, they find more 
good players in more unlikely spots than just about 
anyone. Why were the Vikings able to salvage Cris 
Carter off the waiver wire in 1990, for example? Why 
were they able to find a top quarterback, Brad Johnson, 
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in the ninth round and nurture him for five years? 

Without the luxury of extra cash from stadium 
revenue or deep-pocket owners, the Vikings during 
the Gilliam-Reichow tenure have drafted Pro Bowl 
players Studwell, Joe Senser, Wade Wilson, Steve 
Jordan, Cari Lee, Steve Bono, Terry Allen and Todd 
Scott—none before the sixth round—and signed 
John Randle as a free agent. And when former gen- 


|} eral manager Mike Lynn gutted the 1990-92 drafts 


| 


in the ill-fated Herschel Walker trade, the Vikings still 
came up with Allen, Jake Reed, Scott, Roy Barker, 
Ed McDaniel, Brad Culpepper and Johnson. 


7. Carl Peterson, Chiefs | 


{ there is a more solid organization in the NFL than 

Lamar Hunt's Kansas City Chiefs, it's a secret. On 
and off the field, the Chiefs are a model of success 
and consistency. They sell out in a stadium that has 
remained state of the art for more than 25 years. 
They contend for the Super Bowl every year and 
they operate with a minimum of controversy and 
bombast. 

Much of the credit goes to Peterson, who arrived 
in 1988 after helping build Dick Vermeil's Philadelphia 
Eagles into a Super Bowl team and Jim Mora's 
Philadelphia Stars into a USFL power. Peterson hired 
coach Marty Schottenheimer, who had worn out his 
welcome in Cleveland. Together, they have built what 
is commonly called the deepest 53-man roster in 
football. 

The Chiefs’ shortcoming is at quarterback. 
Peterson has collected San Francisco 49er castoffs, 
from Joe Montana to Steve Bono to Elvis Grbac. None 
has taken them to the Super Bowl. They have yet to 
draft a quarterback in the first round, relying instead 
on second-rounders such as Mike Elkins and Matt 
Blundin and fourth-rounders Steve Stenstrom and 
Pat Barnes. 

Although Peterson may have lost some power 
to Schottenheimer in the area of personnel deci- 
sions, the two continue to produce at an enviable 


A 


| 


level. The Chiefs are the only NFL team that has fin- 
ished either first or second in their division in each 
of the last nine seasons. 


8. Bobby Beathard, Chargers 


nce tagged with the embarrassingly heady descrip- 
tion "The Smartest Man in Football," Beathard 
has yet to earn as lofty a reputation in San Diego as 
he did in Washington when he had Joe Gibbs as 
coach. 
Instead, Beathard maintains his standing as a 


gambler, unafraid to make bold moves despite fright- 
ening cost. His unprecedented payment of two first- 
round picks, one second rounder and two players to 
move up one spot in the draft was only the latest 
example. 

"Lhave to congratulate Bobby," said Green Bay's 
Ron Wolf. "If you need a quarterback, you have to 
go after him." 

Beathard hired Bobby Ross, who got the over- 
achieving Chargers to one Super Bowl. Then he fired 
him after a falling out. In a traditional move, he mort- 
gaged a No. 1 draft choice to select running back 
Natrone Means, soured on him, then re-signed him 
after the running attack went south, 

Beathard has managed to get along with strong- 
willed owners Jack Kent Cooke in Washington and 
Alex Spanos in San Diego, where his surfing hobby 
fits perfectly, but if young coach Kevin Gilbride isn't 
able to quickly develop a winner, Beathard soon could 
be working elsewhere. He would have little trouble 
finding employment. 


9, Charley Casserly, Redskins 


eathard's successor, Casserly is the league's best 
example of persistence. They say plenty of peo- 
ple would sell their souls for a job in the NFL. Casserly 
borrowed $500 apiece from seven friends and rent- 
ed an $8 room at a YMCA just to work for free for 
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George Allen and the Redskins. He had written to all 
28 teams and got 22 responses but only two inter- 
views. Allen used him as “The Turk,” the dreaded 
messenger who tells players in training camp to tum 
in their playbooks. 

As a scout for a team with few draft picks, 
Casserly's discovery of free agents Joe Jacoby 
and Jeff Bostic of the original Hogs caught Beathard's 
eye. When Beathard left, Jack Kent Cooke pro- 
moted Casserly, whose tenure has been check- 
ered with big decisions, not all of them good ones. 
He hired coach Norv Turner (after winning a Super 
Bowl with Joe Gibbs), drafted quarterback Heath 
Shuler, found out Gus Frerotte was better, traded 


for defensive tackle Sean Gilbert, then couldn't 
sign him, But landing two top defensive tackles in 
Dana Stubblefield and Dan Wilkinson this offsea- 
son, and finally landing two future No. 1s for Gilbert, 
shows Casserly's determination and willingness 
to make tough choices. 


10. Floyd Reese, Oilers 


ve try building a team with no home. Reese and 
coach Jeff Fisher have been like Moses and Aaron 
wandering in the desert. Lame ducks in Houston and 
dead ducks in Memphis, the Oilers are lucky ducks 
to have ex-linebacker coach Reese making person- 
nel decisions. He and Fisher get along famously and 
hope their roster moves will prove more successful 
than owner Bud Adams’ franchise move now that 
the team is settled in Nashville. Despite temporary 
training and playing facilities, Reese got top free 
agent receiver Yancey Thigpen to jump from AFC 
Central rival Pittsburgh, thanks in large part to Adams' 
generous checkbook. 

Reese drafted quarterback Steve McNair with 
the idea Fisher would bring him along slowly. Then 
he drafted running back Eddie George with the 
idea of bringing him along speedily. Both plans 
are working. 

So is Adams' idea of moving Reese from the 
field to the front office to replace Mike Holovak. Not 
many owners take that kind of gamble. More should 
in a league where football men fight for survival 
alongside lawyers and accountants. 

"Floyd was always very determined, very tena- 
cious, a hard-worker as a coach," Adams said. "I 
was following his progress and | saw that he artic- 
ulated very well, that he certainly understands the 
game, and most importantly for someone you put in 
(a front office) position, he understands talent." 
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1, Mike Holmgren, Packers = 


Hones is the new Bill Walsh and Joe Gibbs— 
a nimble offensive organizer possessing the most 
important attribute in coaching today—the ability to 
find, develop and get along with his quarterback. 
The pendulum has swung toward offense and no 
coach calls plays better than Holmgren, whose half- 
time adjustments and ways of attacking defenses 
are feared. Being able to call Brett Favre's number 
helps, but it was Holmgren who groomed and disci- 


plined a wild and raw talent, turning him into foot- 
ball's No. 1 weapon. 

Holmgren was outcoached in the last Super 
Bowl by Denver's Mike Shanahan, just as he out- 
coached Bill Parcells of New England in the previous 
one. But Holmgren admitted he lost his cool, not to 
mention his track of downs during Denver's winning 


| drive. To admit mistakes is the first sign of confi- 


dence. 

Acontrolling sort despite an easygoing demeanor, 
Holmgren has managed to gain the respect of his 
players because he listens as well as dictates. Destined 
to move on from Green Bay and run his own show, 
he could live to regret it. With Favre and a boss as 
astute as Ron Wolf, Holmgren could challenge Vince 
Lombardi's legacy if he stayed. 


2. Mike Shanahan, Broncos 


nonly three years in Denver, Shanahan has proven | 
Al Davis wrong for prematurely firing him from the | 


Raiders 10 years ago. An offensive guru in the mold 
of Mike Holmgren via the same San Francisco path, 
Shanahan became the first to assemble a champi- 
onship team around the great John Elway. 

Like Holmgren, a former college quarterback 
himself, Shanahan's ability to relate to Elway on a per- 
sonal and professional level is in marked contrast 
to former Broncos coach Dan Reeves. Although his 
maniacal attention to detail makes him appear uptight, 
Shanahan remains "a player's coach," thanks in part 
to his youthful, athletic presence. 

Shanahan listens to simultaneous team meet- 
ings on an elaborate audio system and prides him- 
self on preparedness. When the Broncos were 
unceremoniously eliminated from the playoffs in 
1996, he immediately turned the devastating loss 
into a springboard for his Super Bowl season. 
Likewise, he led the Broncos through potential racial 


divisiveness after Bill Romanowski spit at J.J. Stokes 
and guided the first wild card team to a Super Bowl 
win since the 1980 Raiders. Take that, Al. 


3. Bill Parcells, Jets 


xpected to win, Parcells does just that, no small 
feat regardless of circumstance. Booed out of 
New England after taking the Patriots to the Super 
Bowl amid turmoil with owner Bob Kraft, Parcells 
rejuvenated the moribund New York Jets in one short 
season. 
From 1-15, the Jets bounced to 9-7 with essen- 
tially the same talent, a boost even for Parcells’ con- 


Mike Shanahan 


siderable ego. Yet mishandling a shaky quarterback 
situation, especially in a season-ending loss in Detroit 
that cost him the playoffs, indicates Parcells still has 
room for growth. Parcells overcame personality dif- 
ferences with New England's Drew Bledsoe, but a 
poor relationship with Neil O'Donnell puts the Jets' 
immediate future into question. 

A blue-collar lineman, Parcells knows exactly 
what kind of team he wants and what type of play- 
ers "get it." Overpaying for Patriots running back 
Curtis Martin and dumping pass rusher Hugh Douglas 
are two examples. 

Practically paranoid of the press, Parcells nev- 
ertheless is a popular figure in the media capital of 
the world and still relates to players, especially ones 
who don't play quarterback. 


4. Bill Cowher, Steelers 


Se years in Pittsburgh, six playoff trips. And six 
years of losing key coaches and players. The con- 
stant is Cowher, the most emotional and effusive of 
the top coaches. Whether he is kissing quarterback 
Kordell Stewart or hugging running back Jerome 
Bettis, Cowher is reminding his players they can't 
play this game without passion. 

Sometimes, he goes overboard, as in last sea- 
son's AFC title loss to Denver, when despite home 
field advantage and a lead, both Cowher and the 
Steelers appeared to run out of gas and ideas as 
they allowed the Broncos to slip into the Super Bowl. 

Cowher must prove he can continue to com- 
pensate for the almost annual loss of coordinators 
like Ron Ehrhardt, Chan Gailey, Dom Capers and Dick 
LeBeau, and the turnover in free agents that forces 
him to continually retool. The Steelers’ refusal to 
overpay players or coaches may soon cost them 
Cowher himself. Like general manager Tom Donahoe, 
a Pittsburgh-area native, Cowher is not expected to 
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display the same loyalty when it comes time for a con- 
tract. A former linebacker who began his coaching 
Career under Marty Schottenheimer in Cleveland, 
Cowher is an obvious candidate to direct the expan- 
sion Browns in 1999, 


d. Jimmy Johnson, Dolphins 


e challenge of riding aging quarterback Dan 
Marino to a Super Bowl might wear out Johnson 
before it does Marino. But the impatient Johnson 
believes he is making progress. After a frustrating three 
Straight losses to New England including the play- 
offs, Johnson fired offensive coordinator Gary Stevens 


he is the winningest active regular season coach 
(138-76-1). 


| ip Tony Dungy, Buccaneers 


| 


and vowed to institute a simpler playbook under new | 


coordinator Kippy Brown that emphasizes more 
running. 


If it worked for Troy Aikman in two Super Bowl @f 


wins in Dallas, why not for Marino? Johnson inher- 


ited Don Shula's salary-cap-strapped team with the | 


idea it would take three years to seriously compete. 
Now Johnson is hoping the young players he is turn- 
ing loose will respond and rally around Marino. 

Johnson's forte is plugging speedy, unsung, 
undersized players into key spots and taking bows. 
Few coaches draft better, but he won in Dallas with 
the kind of big-time Pro Bowlers he still lacks in 
Miami. If he doesn't find some fast, he's liable to 
retire to his boat for good . This year-round free agent 
recruiting isn't that much fun. 


6. Marty Schottenheimer, Chiefs 


f it weren't for those confounded postseasons, 
Schottenheimer would be at the head of his class. 


Nobody has better regular seasons and few | 


coaches have worse luck after Christmas. Whether 
he is losing to John Elway in Cleveland or losing to 
Elway in Kansas City, Schottenheimer has been vic- 
timized repeatedly by the Denver Broncos. 

Schottenheimer's ability to assemble a balanced 
roster and get it ready to play week-in, week-out 
was best demonstrated after he lost aging Joe Montana 
as his quarterback and still finished 13-3 the next sea- 
son with Steve Bono. 

In a sport where turnover ratio is the most 
reliable predictor of wins and losses, no coach 
emphasizes it more and nobody gets better results. 
During his tenure, the Chiefs are the leaque-lead- 
ers in this vital statistic. But the only stat that 
matters anymore in Kansas City is the postsea- 
son. As long as Schottenheimer is the losingest 
active playoff coach (5-11), it won't matter that 


8 


n only two years, Dungy has coached as if he has 
been around forever. That's because he paid dues 
longer than the average successful coordinator for 
reasons known only to the 29 teams that didn't hire 
him before Tampa Bay did. 
"| wouldn't trade Tony Dungy for Vince Lombardi," 
said Buccaneers’ defensive tackle Warren Sapp. 
Such reverence proves players believe in their 
coach. In fact, they hang on his every word because 


rarely have they been around somebody so calm amid 
such a volatile sport. Dungy has a way of attaching 
instant perspective to even the most devastating loss- 
es, reflecting a demeanor that was misinterpreted by 
some prospective bosses as a lack of intensity. 

Dungy stuck with quarterback Trent Dilfer, gave 
him some offensive firepower, assembled a cat-quick 
penetrating defense, and is in full pursuit of the Green 
Bay Packers in football's toughest division. The Bucs 
changed uniform colors, but Dungy is winning with- 
out gimmicks. He changed attitudes on the NFL's 
losingest franchise. 


8. Dennis Green, Vikings 


Fi playoff teams in six years for the NFC's dean 
of coaches puts Green among the best at what 
he does, despite unpopularity in Minnesota. Not until 
last season was Green able to win a playoff game, 
but consistently getting to the postseason is a big- 
ger accomplishment than Viking fans spoiled by four 
Super Bowl appearances acknowledge. 

Green's abrupt and defensive personality and 
a history of personal and marital problems mask the 
job he has done for a franchise that ranks near the 
bottom in discretionary income. That players such 
as Cris Carter have agreed to stay in Minnesota rather 


| than seek greener pastures is a testimony to the loy- 


alty Green extracts. 
Benefitting from one of the best talent-finding 
machines in the business, Green demands produc- 


tion and develops young players quickly, For the first | 


time in his tenure, he appears solid at quarterback 
with Brad Johnson, who apprenticed for five years 
before getting his shot. 

Green is in the final year of his contract in 1998, 
but doesn't mind the lame-duck status because he 
knows every coach and every player operates on a 
year-to-year basis in a free-agent system. 


9. Tom Coughlin, Jaguars 


ig maples Tom Coughlin is getting the last laugh 
on a league that predicted a mutiny by players 
and avoidance by free agents turned off by his 
demanding and thorough approach to molding an 
expansion team. 

Two playoff appearances in the team's first three 
seasons, including a run to the AFC title game in 
1996, bely the youth of a team built with fewer old 
veterans than expansion brother Carolina. 

Coughlin calls all personnel shots and runs a 
tight, disciplined, organized ship that has yet to back- 
fire despite concerns that his style was more suit- 


ed to a college atmosphere. Players call him tough 
but fair. No coach strives for a better compliment. 

Whether Coughlin can fill holes at running back 
and in a disappointing 23rd-ranked defense will 
determine how fast his team continues to progress. 
If it slides out of playoff contention, his intensity 
could wear thin. 

Also, the decision to dump backup quarterback 
Rob Johnson and stick with Mark Brunell is crucial 
to the immediate future. If Johnson gets the Bills 
back into Super Bowl contention before the Jaguars 
do, Coughlin will be second-guessed. 


10. Bobby Ross, Lions 


s a winner in San Diego who brought the Chargers 

from last place to a Super Bowl, Ross was respect- 
ed the minute he got to Detroit last year by a team 
desperately in need of the kind of organization and 
predictability Ross provides. 

When linebacker Reggie Brown nearly died on 
the field in the final game of the season, Ross' stock 
went higher as he gathered his players and told 
them: "They talked to the league and we've got to 
finish the game. | don't necessarily agree with that, 
but that's what's got to happen. There's two things 
we can do for Reggie now: Pray for him and play 
for him.” 

Criticized as a control freak, Ross is never- 
theless appreciated by players who have no doubt 
about where they are supposed to be by the minute 
weeks in advance. His matter-of-fact post-game 
critiques are so detailed and honest that players 
can't help believe they can win if they only do what 
he tells them. 

Stubborn and loyal, Ross got into trouble with 
San Diego general manager Bobby Beathard for keep- 
ing certain assistant coaches, but he is a straight 
shooter who calls it like he sees it. 0 
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\ The sixth quarterback selected 


the 
witiyS5. 


xo 


After 15 years and three previ- 
ous attempts, John Elway 
finally gave the Broncos their 


first Super Bow! victory in '98. 


ow that the end of the story is near 
N for the greatest group of quarterbacks 
in NFL history, let’s go back to the 
beginning, to the spring of 1983. 

After two months of careful consider- 
ation, Don Shula finally had zeroed in on 
the player the Miami Dolphins were going 
to select in the first round of the draft. The 
only question was whether he would be 
available after 26 other teams had made 
their picks. 

As things turned out, Shula got his man 
and ... well, you Know the rest. Yeah, that 
Mike Charles was some player, wasn’t he? 

The Dolphins drafted Charles, a tack- 
le from Syracuse, to plug up the middle of 
their defensive line, which had just been rid- 
dled by John Riggins for 166 rushing yards 
in Super Bow] XVII. But they didn’t have 
to use their No. | pick to get him. Little 
did Shula know that Charles would be 
available at the end of the second round. 

That wasn’t the only draft-day surprise 
in store for Shula. He expected Dan Mari- 
no to be the second quarterback selected, 
a few notches down from No. | pick John 
Elway, who was drafted by the Baltimore 
Colts and later traded to Denver. Marino 
had been the first pick in the USFL draft 
a few months earlier, but as the NFL draft 
developed, his stock plummeted amid 
rumors of off-field problems. 

Finally, after three other quarterbacks 
had been taken off the board—Todd Black- 
ledge by Kansas City, Jim Kelly by Buf- 
falo and Tony Eason by New 
England—Shula’s curiosity got the best of 
him. That's when he picked up the phone 
and called Foge Fazio, Marino's coach at 
the University of Pittsburgh. 

“We didn’t have any thought of taking 
a quarterback,” said Shula. “We had just 
gone to the Super Bowl with David Wood- 


ley, and he was a young guy. But when | 
saw Marino might drop down to us, I had 
to reconsider. There were some character 
issues, but Foge told me he was a great kid 
from a great family. That erased any doubt 
in my mind, When he was still there, it 
wasn'ta hard decision to make.” 

The amazing part wasn’t so much that 
Marino was available on the 27th pick, but 
that five quarterbacks were selected ahead 
of him, including Ken O' Brien of Division 
I] Cal-Davis, Oh, there had been several 
quarterbacks through the years taken early 
in the first round, but never before had so 
many been gobbled up so quickly, creat- 
ing so much anticipation and so many expec- 
tations. 

The world had never seen the likes of 
the Quarterback Class of *83, and hasn't 
since. For that matter, it probably never 
will. How shocking was it to have six quar- 
terbacks selected in the first round? Con- 
sider this: There were 14 quarterbacks taken 
in the first round of the previous 10 drafts. 
Or this: There were five selected in the 
first round from 1973-77. For the liberal- 
arts majors in the crowd, that works out to 
one per year. 

“Those guys have been linked togeth- 
er from day one, just because there were 
so many of them,” said former Buffalo 
Bills coach Marv Levy. “It really was 
unique. Nobody had ever heard of six quar- 
terbacks being taken in the first round. And 
then, when you look at how some of them 
turned out, it’s even more incredible.” 

Each of those 14 first-round quarterbacks 
from the previous decade will have to buy 
a ticket to get into the Hall of Fame. Not 
so with the Class of °83. When it comes 
to that select group, you can’t tell the Hall 
of Famers without a program. 

Of the six quarterbacks in the class, 


half figure to land in Canton. Elway and 
Marino are mortal locks to be enshrined 
the first year their names hit the ballot. 
Kelly? He might have to sneak in the side 
entrance instead of breaking down the front 
door, but he’s a good bet to make it. Four 
Pro Bowls and four Super Bow! appear- 
ances will do that for you. 

Eason and O'Brien won't be fitted for 
bronze busts any time soon, but they had 
solid careers. O'Brien lasted 1] seasons 
and played in a Pro Bowl. Eason was out 
of the league by 1991, but led the Patriots 
to their first Super Bowl in franchise his- 
tory in 1985. Only Blackledge, the first 
quarterback selected after Elway, was a 
certified washout. Butit’s not like the game 
hasn't treated him well. These days, he’s 
the No. | studio analyst for ABC Sports’ 
college football telecasts. 

No, Blackledge didn’t have much of a 
career—he started for three years with the 
Chiefs, but was oul Jim Kelly led the 
of the league by Bills to an un- 
1989—but he feels —_ precedented four 
like he’sapartofhis- Straight Super 
tory. That's under- Bowls. 
standable. Here it is, 
15 years later, and 
he’s still seeing his 
name in the same 
story as Elway, Mani- 
no and Kelly. 

“T've always felt 
it Was something 
special to have been 
a part of that class,” 
said Blackledge. 
“Even though things 
didn’t work out as 
well for me as a 
player, I still con- 
sider myself part of 


it. That’s why | was pulling so hard for the 
Broncos to win the Super Bowl. I guaran- 
tee you the other guys in that class want- 
ed Elway to win it. I think most of the 
country did. Everybody knows what he 
had to go through to get there.” 

Denver's victory in Super Bowl XXXII 
was a lot of things to a lot of people. For 
the Class of °83, it was a matter of vindi- 
cation. Before that game, four members of 
the class had accounted for nine Super 
Bowl losses in the span of 14 years. The 
only ones who hadn't suffered the ultimate 
defeat were O’Brien and Blackledge. 

“I’m glad I was able to win one for the 
Class of °83,” said Elway. “We had done 
just about everything else you can do, but 
we hadn't won a Super Bowl. Maybe it 
Was supposed to be this way. Maybe we 


Tony Eason became the second QB from 
the class of '83 to reach the Super Bowl 
(following Marino in '84), leading his 
Patriots against the Chicago Bears in 1985. 


were supposed to wait all these years so 
we'll appreciate it. I don’t know. I’m just 
glad I was able to get one.” 

Elway’s long-awaited Super Bow] vic- 
tory wasn’t so much a success story as it was 
a case study in perseverance. He had been 
to three previous Super Bowls, all devas- 
tating defeats, but hadn’t performed on the 
world’s ultimate stage since January of 
1990, when he was still clinging to his 20s. 
Seven seasons had passed since then. But 
finally, at age 37, with more than a hint of 
white mixed into that familiar blonde hair, 
the football gods smiled on him. 

Ultimately, perseverance and durabil- 
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ity are the Class of °83’s main claims to 
fame. Blackledge and Eason didn’t stand 
the test of time, but four of the six have 
played at least 10 seasons. And no, it’s not 
because they stood on the sidelines wear- 
ing golf caps early in their careers, as is 
often the case with quarterbacks who last 
well into their 30s. 

“They've totally defied the odds,” said 
Raymond Berry, who coached Eason in 
New England and later served as an assis- 
tant in Denver, where he worked with 
Elway. “Most quarterbacks who play 15 
years do it by not playing earlier in their 
careers. You look at Len Dawson and George 
Blanda and Sonny Jurgensen, even Steve 
Young. They didn’t play in their first few 
years. They weren't at bat, taking those 
hits, like Elway and Marino and Kelly. The 
guys in that class of ’83 are the most durable 
quarterbacks in the history of the game.” 

Kelly spent his first two seasons of pro 
football with the USFL’s Houston Gam- 
blers, who operated the run-and-shoot 
offense. With no tight end and one running 
back to block for him, he absorbed 110 
sacks before ever playing a down in the 
NEL. He also had to live with the bitter 
disappointment of four Super Bow! loss- 
es in as many years. The Bills didn’t win 
any of them, but without Kelly, they would- 
n’t have gotten there in the first place, 

“He’s one of the toughest guys I ever 
coached,” said Levy. “People don’t real- 
ize how hard it was for us to bounce back 
every year from those Super Bow! losses. 
The biggest reason we were able to do it was 
his perseverance. He just wasn’t going to 
be denied. When I look at that class of quar- 
terbacks, that’s the thing that sticks out in 
my mind—their perseverance. Elway, Mari- 
no, Kelly ... they all had that quality.” 

The Class of *83 didn’t waste any time 
making an impact on the NFL’s competi- 
tive balance. Elway and Marino were starters 
as rookies, and the others moved into the 
lineup in their second seasons. Kelly was 
a certified star after arriving from the USFL, 
and he immediately became the leader of 
the band in Buffalo. By 1984, Elway was 
leading the Broncos to 13 victories and 
Marino was throwing an NFL-record 48 
touchdown passes. A year later, Eason car- 
ried the Patriots to the Super Bowl. 

As we speak, the Class of '83 has 
accounted for 14,685 completions in 25,172 
attempts, 181,074 passing yards, 1,118 
touchdown passes, 19 Pro Bowls and 10 
Super Bowls. By the time they retire, Mari- 
no and Elway will rank first and second in 
virtually every passing statistic ever punched 
into a computer. Marino is the only quar- 
terback ever to throw for 50,000 yards— 
he’s at 55,419 and counting—but Elway 
needs only 1,331 more to get there. 


For all the numbers they've put up, 
Elway’s and Marino's greatest accom- 
plishment could be that they've survived 
all these years at the game’s most precar- 
ious position. God knows it hasn't come 
without a price. Between them, they've 
undergone 19 surgeries, 11 on their knees. 
Each has worn a heavy knee brace for years, 
but through it all, the Energizer Quarter- 
backs have kept playing and playing and 
playing. 

In the process, Elway and Marino have 
outlived every trend to hit the league in 
the past 15 years. They've survived the 
zone blitz and the 46 defense. They’ ve said 
good bye to the vertical passing game and 
ushered in the West Coast offense. They've 
seen the Smurfs, the Hogs and the Refrig- 
erator come and go. They were around 
when steroids were all the rage. and they're 
sll around now that nutritional supple- 
ments are the way of the world. And now, 
thanks to Elway, they can say they lived to 
see the end of the NFC’s 12-year domi- 
nance in the Super Bowl. 

“To me, the thing that stands out about 
those two is their competitiveness,” said 
Shula. “You hear about players not play- 
ing hard in some sports, but these guys are 
the ultimate gamers. | think people real- 
ize what they ve had to go through to keep 
playing, and they appreciate it. For a lot 
of fans, Elway and Marino have made the 
league what it is today.” 

Of the two, Elway has traveled a con- 
siderably rockier road. Fact: He’s been 
sacked a league-record 496 times, not count- 
ing the post-season. By comparison, Archie 
Manning was dumped 337 times during 
his 14 NFL seasons, most of which were 
spent suffering through the New Orleans 
Saints’ formative years. 

Marino has been sacked about half as 
often as Elway. It’s not just a matter of 
having a better offensive line for most of 
his career. It’s a reflection of two drasti- 
cally different playing styles. Marino is 
the quintessential pocket passer, a player 
who, impossible as it seems, has rushed 
for 96 yards in 15 seasons. When he feels 
the heat, he throws the ball to the nearest 
cheerleader and goes on to the next down. 

Elway, on the other hand, is the great- 
est ad-lib quarterback the game has ever 
seen. He’s made his mark rolling out of 
the pocket and producing plays that other 
quarterbacks wouldn't even attempt. But 
here's the down side: For every big play 
Elway has come up with, he’s probably 
taken five vicious hits. 

“T honestly don’t know how he’s stayed 
healthy all these years,” said former Bron- 
cos head coach Wade Phillips. “John has 
to be the most durable quarterback ever. 
He’s the Lou Gehrig of that position,” 

Said Elway, “The Super Bowl has been 
the most satisfying thing to me, but being 
able to play as long as I have and being 
able to stay healthy has to rank right there 
with it. I consider myself lucky to still be 
able to play at the level I'm playing at.” 

Incredibly, Elway has missed only 10 
starts in his career. Seven times, he’s played 
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through injuries that required off-season 
surgery. In 219 regular-season starts, he’s 
won 138 games, more victories than any 
other quarterback in NFL history. Who's sec- 
ond? Who else? Marino, with 132. 

Elway is six victories ahead of Mari- 
no on the all-time list—Fran Tarkenton is 
third with 125—but the two might be tied 
if it weren't for the torn Achilles’ tendon 
that forced Marino to the sidelines for the 
final 1] games in 1993. If Elway is the Lou 
Gehrig of the position, Marino is the Cal 
Ripken, Jr. He had played in 145 consec- 
utive games before the Achilles’ injury, 
and has missed only a handful of games 
since then, 

It's not just the number of games Elway 
and Marino have won during their careers. 
It's the route they've taken there that puts 
them at the head of the Class of "83. They're 
on a short list with Joe Montana as the 
greatest come-from-behind quarterbacks 
of their generation. Before they came along, 
nobody bothered counting game-saving 
drives. But thanks to them, the fourth-quar- 
ter comeback has been elevated to statis- 
tic status. Elway has 45 game-saving drives, 
including The Drive in the 1987 AFC Cham- 
pionship Game, Marino? He has 33. 

“You talk about clutch players,” said 
Shula. “I felt early in my coaching career 
that I'd never see another quarterback run 
the two-minute drill like John Unitas. It 
was like he had a clock in his head. But 
these guys have worked on it and become 
even more proficient at it. When you're 
talking about leading a team back to win 
a game, Marino and Elway are as good as 
anybody who’s ever played.” 

Said former Broncos coach Dan Reeves, 
“You were never out of a game with John. 
That's the thing. When it was close in the 
fourth quarter, our players always had the 
fecling of, “Hell, we're going to win. John 
will find a way.’ 

“There haven't been too many guys 
like that. [f you're on the outside looking 
in, you're certainly going to look at the 
Broncos differently when he’s gone. Sud- 
denly, it’s going to be, ‘Oh boy, we've got 
a better chance now.’ ” 

Elway gone? As sad as that day will 
be for the league, it’s inevitable. For years 
it seemed like, as long as the Rocky Moun- 
tains kissed the sky, Elway would be the 
Broncos’ quarterback. And as long as Nia- 
gara Falls kept flowing, Kelly would be 
running the Bills’ offense. And as long as 
palm trees grew in South Florida, Marino 
would be taking snaps for the Dolphins. 

It's been an incredible ride. The future 
Hall of Famers from the Class of 83 have 
no more been just quarterbacks than Pat- 
ton was just a soldier or Mozart was just 
a song writer. They've been as much a part 
of our Sundays as sermons and comic strips. 
But one of these days, the story has to end. 
Marino is the oldest player on the Dol- 
phins’ roster, and Elway is older than his 
position coach, Gary Kubiak, who was 
drafted nine rounds later in 1983. 

The obvious question: What happens 
when they retire? 
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“It's not going to be the same,” said 
ESPN analyst and former NFL quarter- 
back Joe Theismann, “Elway is the Bron- 
cos. It’s like “M*A*S*H.” You expect to 
see Alan Alda. When you turn on the TV 
and the Denver Broncos are playing, you 
expect to see John Elway.” 

Said Shula, “You just don’t see play- 
ers like these guys come around very often. 
They don’t just have talent. They've got 
the whole package. They’re talented, they’re 


After 11 productive seasons and a Pro Bowl 
Ropeerency Ken O'Brien called it quits 
n 1993. 


competitive, and they're winners. We may 
never see quarterbacks like them again.” 

The good news is that the league is bet- 
ter positioned today than three years ago 
to withstand the departure of its larger- 
than-life quarterbacks. Fact: Going into 
the 1995 season, 17 of the league’s 30 start- 
ing quarterbacks were in their 30s. The 
lack of quality young players at the posi- 
tion prompted the powers that be to form 
a group of league officials and former play- 
ers to study the problem. 

Today, half of the 30 projected starters 
are 27 or younger. and only 11 are in their 
30s. The past few years have seen several 
aging quarterbacks—Boomer Esiason, Stan 
Humphries, Kelly and Montana among 


them—retire. Several others, including 
Randall Cunningham, Mark Rypien and 
Vinny Testaverde, have been demoted to 
the ranks of backups. 

In their places are such players as Pey- 
ton Manning, Ryan Leaf and Kordell Stew- 
art. Make no doubt, their path to stardom 
will be filled with more obstacles than the 
Class of *83 faced. It’s a different era and 
a different game, on and off the field. 

“The game is more complex now,” said 
Elway. “I’ve seen it get much more com- 
plex through the years. The things people 
are doing on defense are night and day 
compared to when I came into the league. 
There's no question it’s a more difficult 
position to play now." 

Then there's the off-field matters that 
quarterbacks have to contend with. Media 
scrutiny is more intense than ever, and fans 
who often pay $50 or more per ticket expect 
a winner, Whether it’s deserved or not, 
quarterbacks get most of the criticism when 
their teams lose. Then, before you know it, 
they're gone. They either land on the waiv- 
er wire or hit the free-agent trail. 

That's why, in Levy's eyes, the most 
amazing aspect of the Class of *83 is that 
all six quarterbacks have played virtually 
their entire careers in the same cities. Elway, 
Marino and Kelly have stayed with the 
same teams from day one. Eason and 
O'Brien played one season in other cities 
at the end of their careers, and Blackledge 
was a backup in Pittsburgh for two years 
before retiring. 

“I don’t think you'll ever see another 
situation like that,” said Levy. “You might 
have a bunch of quarterbacks drafted in 
the same year, but they won’t all play for 
the same teams for their entire careers. 
There's so much focus on the draft these 
days. If you're a quarterback and you get 
drafted in the first round, you'd better win. 
If you don’t, theyll blame you. 

“There seems to be an intolerance for 
quarterbacks that wasn’t there when those 
guys were coming up in ‘83. The only one 
who had huge expectations was Elway 
because he was the No. | pick. People for- 
get he struggled in his rookie season, but 
they let him play through it. Nowadays, 
they don’t have that kind of tolerance. The 
fans, the media—everybody gets on you.” 

Then again, the next generation of quar- 
terbacks has something going for it that 
the Class of °83 didn’t: It has the Class of 
*83 to look to as role models. If Stewart 
and Manning and today’s other young quar- 
terbacks approach the game the same way 
Elway and Marino have, they'll probably 
have long. productive careers ahead of 
them. And, who knows, one of them might 
even win a Super Bowl on his fourth try. 

“Obviously, Elway and Marino have 
been great players,” said Berry. “I tend to 
look at the tremendous inspiration they've 
provided to a lot of people. We're in the 
inspiration business. These guys have shown 
young players how to play the game, and 
they’ ve shown the average Joe that, if you 
persevere, you can accomplish a lot of 
things.” 


DIVISION WINNERS 


NFC EAST — Dallas 
NFC CENTRAL — Green Bay 
NFC WEST — San Francisco 
AFC EAST — New England 
AFC CENTRAL — Jacksonville 
AFC WEST — Kansas City 


WILD CARD TEAMS 


NFC —New York 
Tampa Bay 
Minnesota 

AFC —Pittsburgh 
Denver 
Seattie 
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Most Valuable Player 
Brett Favre, Green Bay 


Coach of the Year 


Marty Schottenheimer, 
Kansas City 


Player of the Year 
(Offense) 


Mark Brunell, Jacksonville 


Player of the Year 
(Defense) 


Warren Sapp, Tampa Bay 


Rookie of the Year 
(Offense) 


Peyton Manning, Indianapolis 


Rookie of the Year 
(Defense) 


Andre Wadsworth, Arizona 
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daring and creativity. He's got the ability 
to make something out of nothing, and he’s 
got the ability to make the players around 
him better. He takes his team to another 
level. 

Scout: Forget that old country boy crap. 
Once he puts his hands under center, he's 
Einstein. He makes everything happen for 
them. He’s got a sixth sense, eyes in the 
back of his head. To me, he’s the most 
important player to his team of anybody in 
the league. 


es GRADE: 7.7 


2. TROY AIKMAN 


DALLAS 
HT: 6-4 WT: 223 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: UCLA 
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STRENGTH OF POSITION * x 


1. BRETT FAVRE 


GREEN BAY 


HT: 6-2 WT: 225 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Southern Mississippi 


SCRAMBLE 


Scout: Size, arm strength, mobility — he’s 
got all that, What really stands out are his 
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Scout: He’s a classic dropback passer. He's 
not the athlete Favre is. When you force 
him to move and run, he’s not as effective. 
But he’s still got the strong, accurate arm, 
the great vision and feel for the game. He’s 
going to complete the pass, or he’s going 
to throw it away and come back the next 
play and beat you, 

Scout: Great rhythm thrower. Great deci- 
sion-maker. Still scares me to death. If you 
give him a solid supporting cast, he can get 
you to the big game. 


EE) GRADE: 7.0 


%. JOHN ELWAY 
DENVER 


HT: 6-3 WT: 215 NFL Seasons: 15 
College: Stanford 


Scout: He's still throwing the outs and 
comebacks very well. The one thing about 
his game that has changed is, when he 
scrambles he scrambles to throw the ball 
now. In the past, he'd just haul ass and go. 
Scout: In terms of raw skills, his game isn’t 
what it was ten years ago, five years ago, 
or four years ago. He's dropped down to 
where everybody else is, But he’s smarter 
now, he'll take what's there, and he has 
help now with the running game. He 
doesn’t have to take it upon himself to 
, win every game. 


ee GRADE: 7.2 


4. STEVE YOUNG 


SAN FRANCISCO 
HT: 6-2 WT: 205 NFL Seasons: 13 
College: Brigham Young 


POISE/ 
JUDGMENT 
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Scout: He's real smart, real mobile, he 
can turn a negative play into a positive 
play. As far as his arm strength, itisn’t great 
but he gets it to the right guy. Staying healthy 
is the key for him and the 49ers. 

Scout: At this stage, his intelligence and 
command are even bigger assets than his 
athletic ability. He can get them in the hud- 
dle, get them out of the huddle and into the 
endzone. He knows how to win, and the 
guys in the huddle believe in him, 


es GRADE: 7.0 


5. MARK BRUNELL 
JACKSONVILLE 


HT: 6-1 WT: 217 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Washington 


VERAGE [EENNAVERAGENNN) BELOW AVERAGE 


SCRAMBLE 


Scout: He's a young Steve Young, and not 
because he’s lefthanded. He has all the man- 
nerisms and capabilities of Young. He’s 
very cerebral, very mobile. He keeps plays 
alive, drives alive. He throws very well on 
the move. 

Scout: Boy, he’s tough. He and Favre come 
out of the same egg. He’s resourceful, he’s 
creative. He’s got great camaraderie with 
his teammates. That line wants to block for 
him because they respect him. They believe 
in him. 


es GRADE: 7.0 


G. DREW BLEDSOE 


NEW ENGLAND 
HT: 6-5 WT: 233 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Washington State 


Scout: He’s a slinger, he can throw the ball 
from any position, he can drive it into tight 
cracks, air it deep with touch and accura- 
cy. But he’s strictly a dropback guy. He's 
not a scrambler, not an improviser. If you 
can get pressure in his face, he’s liable to 
put it up for grabs. 

Scout: Big guy, big arm. He's got a pro- 
ductive running game, the best tight end 
in the league, solid protection. But to me, 
something's missing. Maybe it’s confi- 
dence, maybe mental toughness. When 
things are going right, he'll light you up, 
throw five touchdown passes, When things 
get tough, he'll make some dumb deci- 
sions. He'll find some way to lose the 
game. 


es GRADE: 6.9 


7 . BRAD JOHNSON 


MINNESOTA 


HT: 6-5 WT: 223 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Florida State 


Scout: He could be a top-tier guy. He’s got 
the arm, the vision, agility in the pocket. He’s 
got outstanding poise for a young quarter- 
back. He doesn’t beat himself or his team. 
If he’s got a major weakness, it’s his accu- 
racy on the deep ball, 

Scout: To me, he’s got adequate-plus arm 
strength. But the biggest thing is, he’s a 
smart player. He doesn’t stare down his 
primary receiver, he knows where his sec- 
ondary guy's going to be. He really makes 
good decisions with the ball. 


GRADE: 6.7 


OUTSTANDING 


8. JEFF GEORGE 
OAKLAND 


HT: 6-4 WT: 215 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Illinois 


Scout: Great arm, release, touch, He’s prob- 
ably the most gifted pure passer in the game. 
The big drawback is his attitude. Once the 
season ends, he stops. He doesn’t throw 
the ball, he doesn’t work out, he doesn’t 
take care of himself. And he doesn’t give 
a damn about his team, his coaches. It’s 
really a shame. 


Mark Brunell 


Scout: He’s a natural. He makes all the 
passes. He moves the ball, puts points on 
the board. His numbers are always terrif- 
ic. He just doesn’t win. He invariably makes 
mistakes at the wrong time. He'll make a 
dumb throw under pressure, cough it up, 
or something. 


IS GRADE: 6.7 


9. DAN MARINO 


MIAMI 
HT: 6-4 WT: 224 NFL Seasons: 15 
College: Pittsburgh 
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Scout: For me, he’s still chairman of the 
board. The velocity on his throws is still 
excellent. He can still put the ball in places 
where only a handful of guys on this plan- 
et can put it. If you underestimate him for 
two seconds, he'll make you pay. 

Scout: He doesn’t have the downfield 
weapons he used to, he doesn’t have the 
same protection, he doesn’t have a run 
game. But he isn’t the confident gunslinger 
he used to be, either. He used to read and 
fire. Now, he’s real skittish in the pocket. 
He’s so busy watching the blocks, he can’t 
see the receivers. He can’t see the cover- 
ages. 


EE GRADE: 6.5 ¥ 


10. WARREN MOON 
SEATTLE 


HT: 6-3 WT: 213 NFL Seasons: 14 
College: Washington 


Hha 


Scout: He’s like (Roger) Staubach in terms 
of conditioning. He looks like he’s strapped 
together like a 30-year-old, and he’s 
retained much of his arm strength and 
enough of his athleticism. If he gets enough 
help up there, he can take them to the 
playoffs. 

Scout: He's got smooth footwork. a smooth 
delivery. He gets it out of his hand quick- 
ly. He’s really a textbook passer. When he’s 
on, he'll light up the scoreboard, The only 
problem is, hell have a couple of clunker 
games every year when he'll go 12-for-32 
with four interceptions. 


ME GRADE: 6.5 V 
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11. CHRIS CHANDLER 
ATLANTA 


HT: 6-4 WT: 225 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Washington 


Scout: Injury-prone. When he plays, he 
makes a difference for them, He throws all 
the passes, he’s intelligent, he knows where 
to go with the ball, If you give him some 
help and keep him healthy, you can win 
with him. 

Scout: He’s a .500 guy. He might make a 
bad team better, but he’s not going to take 
a team to the promised land, He's not going 
to be there for 16 games. Every time I see 
him, they're helping him off the field with 
some nick or another. 


a GRADE: 6.2 


12. TRENT DILFER 
TAMPA BAY 


HT: 6-4 WT: 235 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Fresno State 


OUTSTANDING 


Brad Johnson 
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Scout: He’s got size, he’s got arm strength, 
all that stuff. But on a down-to-down basis, 
he’s not there yet as an NFL quarterback. 
If you shut down their run, he’s not going 
to beat you. He still gets a little antsy under 
pressure, and he'll still peek at the rush. 
Scout: He really improved. He looked more 
comfortable out there, probably because 
they took a lot of the decisions away from 
him. He doesn’t do a whole lot read-wise. 
It's all very basic stuff. 


ear eee GRADE: 6.0 
13. ELVIS GRBAC 


KANSAS CITY 
HT: 6-5 WT: 232 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Michigan 


READ 
COVERAGE 


ABOVE AVERA 


Scout: He’s got a good arm, he’s got good 
touch. He knows who to throw it to and 
when to throw it, Yet deep down there's 
something missing. He doesn’t have the 
confidence the top guys have. He’s not a 
Super Bow! quarterback, 

Scout: Big. Strong. A lite mechanical. 
Everybody knocks his athletic ability, but 
he’s a better athlete than people give him 
credit for. He can move around, buy some 
time. 


es GRADE: 6.0 


14. SCOTT MITCHELL 
DETROIT 


HT: 6-6 WT: 230 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Utah 


POISE/ 
JUDGMENT 
SCRAMBLE 


Scout: He’s got arm strength. He can throw 
long. short, but he’s a streak shooter, And 
he’s a guy you can rattle. You get some 
pressure on him early and he'll go in the tank 
on you. 

Scout: He’s huge. He looks like a tight end. 
Not very nifty, He’s got skills but he clogs 
up every once ina While, To me, he can’t 
put enough games together to take you to 
the big dance. 


aaa GRADE: 5.8 


15. JIM HARBAUGH 


BALTIMORE 
HT: 6-3 WT: 215 NFL Seasons: 11 


College: Michigan 
| 
di 


Scout: Athletic. Competitive. He’s better 
in a playground mode than in the pocket. 
He doesn't have a real good arm, and he 
doesn’t always make the right reads. 
Scout: He had no confidence in his offen- 
sive line last year, no confidence in (Lindy) 
Infante’s deep-drop pass offense. He was 
abandoning the pocket early, giving plays 
no chance to develop. Maybe (Ted) Marchi- 
broda can restore his confidence. 


a GRADE: 5.6 


16. VINNY TESTAVERDE 


BALTIMORE 
HT: 6-5 WT: 227 NFL Seasons: 11 
College: Miami 


POISE/ 
JUDGMENT 


SCRAMBLE 


Scout: He’s an athlete. He has the size, arm 
strength, mobility, all the tools. But he 
always seems to shoot himself in the foot. 
He’s lost so many games in the last five 


MENNAVERAGENIM® §=BELOW AVERAGE 


minutes in his career that it can’t be just 
chance. It’s got to be something. 


es GRADE: 5.6 


17. GUS FREROTTE 
WASHINGTON 

HT: 6-2 WT: 228 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Tulsa 


Scout: He's solid, well-prepared. He’s a 
good rhythm thrower in Norv Turner’s pass- 
ing game. But he's nota good athlete, he’s 
not that creative, and he doesn't play smart 
consistently. He's a guy who needs a real 
good supporting cast to take you to the 
playoffs. 


es GRADE: 5.5 


OUTSTANDING 


18. BOBBY HOYING 


PHILADELPHIA 
HT: 6-3 WT: 221 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: Big, strong. Learning the nuances 
of the passing game. He’s got a good arm 
downfield and he'll hang in there and let 
things happen. He really impressed me by 
allowing the receivers to find the open holes 
before he delivered the ball. A lot of the 
young guys either come off quickly or just 
force it. 


Me GRADE: 5.5 A 


Mike Alstott 


J ail 


19. KORDELL STEWART 


PITTSBURGH 
HT: 6-1 WT: 212 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Colorado 
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Scout: He’s a terrific athlete. He’s got the 
arm strength, the wheels, but I’m not ready 
to jump on the wagon and say he’s going 
to be great, because he’s a guy that I'd make 
throw, I'd keep his ass in the pocket and 
make him throw to beat you. He’s not going 
to do it. He’s going to force the ball, he's 
going to make too many mistakes. 


es GRADE: 5.5 A 


20. JAKE PLUMMER 


ARIZONA 
HT: 6-2 WT: 195 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Arizona State 


Scout: He doesn’t look the part. His arm 
won't excite you. What he’s got is charis- 
ma, a whole lot of chutzpah and great 
field vision. He knows where everybody 
is on the field. He’s like a point guard out 
there. 


Mes GRADE: 5.5 A 


Fullbacks 


STRENGTH OF POSITION * 


1. MIKE ALSTOTT 


TAMPA BAY 
HT: 6-1 WT: 244 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Purdue 


Scout: He’s a throwback. A guy Lombar- 
di would have loved. He'll run hard. He’s 
got deceptive speed, great feet and balance 
for his size. He gains a lot of yards after 
contact. He’s got excellent hands. As a 
blocker, you can’t compare him to a William 
Henderson, but he’s solid. 

Scout: Complete back. Powerful, athletic, 
smart, He doesn’t have top-end speed, but 
he’s got good initial quickness, vision, 
instincts. [f he can’t move the pile, he can 
run around it. 


es GRADE: 7.0 


2. KEVIN TURNER 


PHILADELPHIA 
HT: 6-1 WT: 231 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Alabama 


Build Your Own Dynasty & Play... 


Mie Fantasy @ 3302 
Ne FOOTBA 


ey Prize! wr 
SPORTS 


aan 
—d ed 

Choose to play by phone at 1-888-676-2248 or via the Internet at http://fantasyfootball.msnbc.com 

LOOK AT THE GREAT CASH PRIZES THE BEST OWNERS WILL EARN ENTRY COST 


Phone/Fax/Mail 
Entries 


\Viy 
$15, oe 


Internet & Additional 
Entries 


Finish § Finish § Finish § Finish § Finish § Finish § Finish § Finish 
En a ee eo 
By August 15th — 
By September 5th 


$39.95 $34.95 

$49.95 $44.95 

MSNBC Football Team Owners Shared 
$170,615 In Cash Prizes Last Year! 


SCORING 

KICKING 

Field Goal 

Extra Point 

DEFENSE/SPECIAL TEAMS 

Shutout 15 Points 

1-10 Pts Allowed . 10 Points 

11-20 Pts Allowed . 5 Points 
2 Points 


$ : Red 000 0 am 
OVERALL A AS CASH ASH || ( Case | EGIEGIES “AS 

35 cee E-4 E- E43 cam Congratulations To Last Year's Winner 

Cc Cash C EA Cc EA Charles Finch, La Mesa, CA 


LET THE BEST NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE PLAYERS EARN POINTS FOR YOUR TEAM! 


Teams in each league are sorted by each team’s total Two point conversion points are awarded to the player 
points. The team with the highest point total will be first scoring the conversion. 
and the team with the lowest point total will be last. Teams will receive 0.05 points for each passing yard and 

To determine overall standings, all teams in MSNBC Sports _ 0.10 points for each receiving or rushing yard. 

Fantasy Football are sorted by each team’s total points. All points accumulated by the players on the starting lineup, 

Points are accumulated weekly for all 22 starting players regardless of what position they play during the season, 
and defense/special teams. The week begins with games contribute to a team’s point totals. 
played on Thursday and ends with games played on A player's points are added to your team's point totals only 
Monday. The game begins with Week 1. during the weeks that he is in your starting lineup. 

For each of your starting players whose NFL team wins Bench players’ points do not contribute to your team’s point 
that week, you will get three points. If your starting totals for the weeks they are not in the starting lineup. 
defense wins that week, you will get three points. Points by a player before he was on your roster do not count. 

Defense points allowed is based onthe final score ofthe Pre-season, play-oll, and pro bow! points do not contribute 
game versus the defense/special team selected. to your team’s point totals. 

Yards from defense/special teams’ returns do not count. 


Sign up, get your team reports and make transactions weekly || en yr eres 
over the Internet at hitp://fantasyfootball. msnbc.com your starting lineup for Week 1. 


AllValliés are in’ O000's. Values & Positions do not change: Bench’can be made up of any mix of players & teams. 


3 Points 
20 Passing Yds". . . 1 Point 
RECEIVING 
Receiving TD 
10 Receiving Yds"* 
2 pt. Conversion . . 


RUSHING 


3 Points 
.. 1 Point 
. 2 Points 


6 Points 
10 Rushing Yds" . . 1 Point 
2 pt. Conversion . . . 2 Points 
OTHER TD's BY PLAYER 


Any other TD 
Such as KO Return, Punt Return, 
Interception Return or a Recovery 


*0.05 Point awarded for each passing yard 
**0.10 Point awarded for each rushing or receiving yard 


Any Defensive or 
Special Teams TD . 6 Points 
TEAM VICTORY 
Each Player 
Def/Special Team . 


3 Points 
. 3 Points 


KICKERS QUARTERBACKS QUARTERBACKS (cont) RUNNING BACKS RUNNING BACKS (cont) RUNNING BACKS (cont) 

NO PLAYER T™ VAL | NO PLAYER ™ VAL | MO PLAYER ™ VAL | WO PLAYER ™ YAR | WO PLAYER ™ VAL | KO PLAYER ™ VAL 
1 CUNNINGHAM, RICHIE DAL 2940 | 101 FAVRE, BRETT GB 6890, 127 KANELL, DANNY NYG 3340| 201 DAVIS, TERRELL © DEN 6410 | 231 THOMAS, THURMAN BUF 2830 261 GRAHAM, JAY BAL 1520 
2 ELAM, JASON DEN 2840 | 102 ELWAY, JOHN DEN 6360 128 GANNON, RICH KC 3280 202 SANDERS, BARRY DET 6040 232 STEWART, JAMEST JAC 2760 262 FLOYD, WILLIAM CAR 1510 
3 LONGWELL,AYAN GB 2800 103 GEORGE, JEFF RAl 6190 129 GRAHAM, KENT NYG 3140 203 DUNN,WARRICK TB 5740 | 233 KIRBY,TERRY | SF 2650 263 HOLMES, DARICK BUF 1500 
4 HALL, JOHN NYJ 2800 104 BRUNELL,MARK JAC 5810 130 BROWN, DAVID © ARZ 2940 204 ABDUL-JABEAR KAREEM MIA 5700 234 HARRIS, RAYMONT CHI 2600 264 SALAAM, RASHAAN CHI 1480 
5 DEL GRECO, AL TEN 2780 105 MITCHELL, SCOTT DET 5770 131 GRBAC, ELVIS KC 2800 205 MARTIN, CURTIS NYJ 5570 235 WAY, CHARLES NYG 2470 265 PEGRAM,ERRIC NYG 1440 
6 JOHNSON, NORM © PIT 2740 106 BLEDSOE, OREW NE 5700 132 EVERETT, JIM $O 2760 206 SMITH, EMMITT DAL 5240 236 CENTERS,LARRY ARZ 2410 266 HOARD,LEROY MIN 1390 
7 MARE, OLINDO MIA 2730 107 TESTAVERDE, VINNY BAL 5330 133 HOSTETLER, JEFF © WAS 2670 207 SMITH, ANTOWAIN BUF 5180 237 VARDELL,TOMMY DET 2270 267 JONES,GEORGE PIT 1370 
8 BONIOL, CHRIS PHI 2690 108 STEWART, KORDELL PIT 5300 134 HOBERT,BILLYJO NO 2380 208 WATTERS, RICKY SEA 5180 238 ATES, MARIO © ARZ 2100 268 HANSPARD, BYRON ATL 1360 
9 VINATIERI, ADAM NE 2680 109 YOUNG, STEVE SF 5270 135 BONO, STEVE STL 2320 209 GEORGE, EDDIE TEN 4990 239 LEE, AMP STL 2030 269 BIENIEMY, ERIC CIN 1330 
10 KASAY, JOHN CAR 2650 110 BLAKE, JEFF CIN 5190 136 DETMER, TY SF 2320 210 BETTIS, JEROME PIT 4630 240 ENIS, CURTIS CHI 2000 270 MITCHELL, BRIAN WAS 1330 
11 ANDERSON, GARY © MIN 2630 111 MOON, WARREN © SEA 5180 137 MIRER, RICK CHI 2100 211 ALLEN, TERRY © WAS 4540 | 241 TAYLOR,FRED © JAC 2000 271 MEGGETT, DAVID NE 1300 
12 HOLLIS, MIKE JAC 2620 112 MARINO, DAN MIA 4960 | 138 KRIEG, DAVE TEN 2100| 212 LEVENS, DORSEY GB 4350 | 242 EDWARDS, ROBERT NE 2000 272 BROUSSARD, STEVE SEA 1270 
J3 BLANCHARD, CARY IND 2600 113 PLUMMER, JAXE © ARZ 4870 139 WHELIHAN, CRAIG SD 2070) 213 BROWN,GARY SD 4290 | 243 AVERY, JOHN MIA 2000 | 273 DAVIS, TROY NO 1150 
14 CARNEY, JOHN $0 2560 114 AIKMAN, TROY DAL 4770| 140 MANNING, PEYTON IND 2000| 214 FAULK, MARSHALL IND 4150 | 244 WILLIAMS, HARVEY RAI 1960 274 MOORE, JERALO STL 1050 
15 CHRISTIE, STEVE BUF 2520 115 MCNAIR, STEVE TEN 4530/ 141 LEAF, RYAN SD 2000) 215 DILLON, COREY © CIN 4120 | 245 ANDERS, KIMBLE KC 1960 | 275 FLETCHER, TERRELLSO 1050 
16 PETERSON, TODD © SEA 2510 | 116 JOHNSON, BRAD = MIN 4480/ 142 PEETE,RODNEY © PHI 1880 216 LANE, FRED CAR 4070 | 246 GARNER, CHARLIE PHI 1840 

17 ANDERSEN, MORTON ATL 2510 | 117 FREROTTE, GUS © WAS 4340! 143 FOLEY, GLENN NYJ 1660) 217 PHILLIPS, LAWRENCE MIA 3880 | 247 RHETT, ERRICT © BAL 1780 = 

18 HANSON, JASON © DET 2490 | 118 BANKS, TONY STL 4290/ 144 BATCH, CHARLIE © DET 1600) 218 KAUFMAN, NAPOLEON RAl 3870 248 BENNETT, EDGAR CHI 1770 

19 STOYANOVICH, PETE KC 2460 | 119 DILFER, TRENT TB 4210 145 BEUERLEIN, STEVE CAR 1500) 219 MORRIS,BAM N/A 3860 249 BYNER, EARNEST BAL 1730 

20 STOVER, MATT BAL 2440 120 CHANDLER, CHRIS ATL 4210 146 TOMCZAK, MIKE © PIT 1340 220 WARREN, CHRIS DAL 3600 250 HAMPTON, RODNEY NYG 1730 

21 WILKINS, JEFF STL 2390 121 KRAMER, ERIK CHI 4120/ 147 WUERFFEL, DANNY NO 1310 221 MURRELL, ADRIAN ARZ 251 JOHNSON, ANTHONY CAR 1700 ft 

22 PELFREY, DOUG CIN 2390 122 COLLINS, T0D0 BUF 4110 148 SHULER, HEATH NO 1150 222 CARTER, KI-JANA CIN WA 1670 - 
23 BLANTON, SCOTT © WAS 2330 123 HARBAUGH, JIM © BAL 3880 149 JOHNSON, ROB BUF 1060 223 BARBER, TIKI NYS q NO 1670 PLAYERS= 
24 DALUISO, BRAD NYG 2140 124 O'DONNELL, NEIL © -NYJ 3660 150 REICH, FRANK DET 1000 224 ALSTOTT, MIKE TB 254 LOVILLE, DEREK DEN 1640 o 
25 BRIEN, DOUG WO 2050 125 COLLINS, KERRY © CAR 3650 151 FRIESZ, JOHN SEA 1000 225 ANDERSON, JAMAL ATL THOMAS, ROONEY TEN 1630 Oificially Licensed By The National 
26 DAVIS, GREG $D 2000 126 HOYING,BOBBY © PHI 3620 152 LEWIS, JEFF DEN 1000 226 MEANS, NATRONE SD HEYWARD, CRAIG STL 1600 Football League Players 

27 HUSTED, MICHAEL TB 1910 : 227 WHEATLEY, TYRONE NYG ROBERT STL 1600 mim)» 9 
28 JAEGER, JEFF CHI 1740 | THE PLAYER'S TEAM DESIGNATION IS BASED ON MIS TEAM AS OF MAY 13,1996. | 223 SMITH, ROSERT © MIN SMITH, LAMAR NO 1590 : > p> ° 
29 FORD, COLE RAL 1720 N/A SIGNIFIES PLAYER WAS NOT WITH A TEAM AS OF May 13, 1998, ARMALEE, BERNIE MIA 1540 rg 
30 JACKE, CHRIS WAS 1660 230 CROCKETT, ZACK IND 1530 ’ 

31 NEDNEY, JOE ARZ 1640 No PUR R. To receve a copy of t rules and a te wrtasy Foote COM. Ine. P.O. Box 28305, St Lous, MO 63146. Al requests 
32 BUTLER, KEVIN 1600 mustte AT anernate means of @ deetnes. WSNBC and te MSNBC logo ate trademarks or regstered fademarks of 


33 MURRAY, EDDIE 


. is solely responsible tor smiristerng MSNBC Sports Fantasy Footall MSNBC 


LINEUP ADDITIONAL RULES Complete this entry form 


Starting lineup consists of; @ For Canadian entries, please add $15 to your entry fee to cover Parishes pele cieel altel | 


2Viebver additional mailing costs. All dollar amounts indicated are 1-888-676-2248 from 9 AM to 
r H-vatert i payable in U.S. dollars, 9 PM CT Monday-Sunday 
o-Quarter HacKs © Player changes cannot be made until your team has been Pertwee icy eit ts 
6-Running Backs entered into the computer database. Phone and Internet 
entries are entered immediately upon receipt. Mailed and 
@ Starting lineup value cannot exceed $60,000,000. faxed teams will be entered within five working days of receipt. STARTING LINEUP 


@The bench consists of any 11 players and/or defense/special teams. Not responsible for lost, late, stolen or misdirected entries or 
They are your backups and may be placed onto your starting lineup for —_ player changes. 


any reason (injury, poor performance, etc.) Our toll line is 314-991-1511. Our fax number is 314-991-1564. 
@ Value cap and position distribution rules do not apply for the bench, but # MSNBC Sports Fantasy Football is subject to the complete 
do apply when switched onto the starting lineup. official rules which are at hitp://fantasyfootball.msnbc.com 
@ Unlisted players have a salary of $1,000,000. They must be placedon = and contained in the Welcome Kit. By participating in MSNBC 
the bench until September 12th. Sports Fantasy Football, you agree to abide to the terms of the 
complete official rules and by the decisions of the judges 
LEAGUES which are final on all matters pertaining to the Contest. 
Leagues are formed on a first-come, first-served basis. @ MSNBC Sports Fantasy Football is not affiliated in any way 
@ 25 teams form a league. with the National Football League. 
@ All teams compete for the overall grand prize. # Contest is open only to legal residents of the United States and 
Teams may have many of the same players, but no two teams with the Canada, 18 years of age or older. Void in LA, MT, VT, the 
same roster will be in the same league. Province of Quebec, and where prohibited by law. 
@ Play in the same league with your friends. Call 1-888-676-2248, or visit @ Contest is subject to all United States Federal and State laws. 
our Internet site at hitp:/Mantasyfootball.msnbc.com for details. MSNBC Sports Fantasy Football may not be used for any form 
of gambling. 
STANDINGS MSNBC reserves the right to disqualify or refuse entry to any person 


@ Receive a four-page report weekly or bi-weekly. You automatically who violates the rules or acts in an unsportsmantike manner, Prizes 
receive bi-weekly standings with your entry fee. (First standings mailed —_will be awarded only to players who have complied with the official 


September 16th.) rules and whose accounts are paid in full. 
© Bi-weekly standings include the lineup changes of the 25 teams in your MSNBC is not responsible for any human or technical error, 
league. Know what you are competing against! interruptions, communications, line failure, destruction or 
@ Updated league rosters and top 5 overall sent the weeks of Seplember = unauthorized access to or alteration of an entry or portfolio, 
21th and October 26th. technical malfunction of any telephone network or lines, 
$10 for standings to be mailed to a second address. computer on-line systems, servers, equipment or software. 
$10 per address per team for standings to be mailed weekly rather than Employees of Microsoft Corporation, MSNBC, CDM and their 
bi-weekly. affiliates, subsidiaries, advertising and promotion agencies 
Standings are also available via the Internet, Call tor details. and immediate family members of each are not eligible. 
Fax service available. Call 1-888-676-2248 for details. 


LINEUP CHANGES Lineup changes must be made by 9 PM Central 
To make lineup changes, a toll-free number and an account number will Time on Saturday to be effective for games 


be provided, or you may make them via the Internet. 
The deadline for weekly lineup changes is Saturday at 9 PM CT for played on the following Sunday & Monday. 


Sunday and Monday games, or by 9 PM CT the night before any other 
game (changes for Thursday games must be made by 9 PM Wednesday | Entries must be phoned or faxed by 9 PM 
night). The first roster change deadline is Saturday, September 12th | 8 
The fees for lineup changes are as follows: Central Time Saturday, September 5, 1998. 
Pre-Season Moves (unlimited) ........o:sosssesseon Mailed entries must be postmarked 
Bench Switch (unlimited) ........... “ by September 5th and received hy 


New Player Purchase (limit 10)....... Septembe 10, 1998 
ru, s 


Bye Week Bench Switch (in or out) 


2Cenane en = 


TIGHT ENDS WIDE RECEIVERS WIDE RECEIVERS (cont) WIDE RECEIVERS (cont) DEF — CIAL TEAMS 
WO PLAYER ™ VAL | NO PLAYER ™ VAL| WO PLAYER ™ YVAL| MO PLAYER TM VAL | KO 
401 SHARPE, SHANNON DEN 2520 501 SMITH, ROD DEN 4130/ 533 BROWN, TROY © NE 2200 565 JUREVICIUS, JOE NYG 1600| €01 GREEN BAY 4030 
402 COATES,BEN NE 2170 SO2CARTER,CRIS © MIN 4080 534 JETT, JAMES RAI 2180 S66 RICKS, MIKHAEL SD 1600| 602 DENVER 
403 DUDLEY, RICKEY RAI 2030 503 MOORE, HERMAN DET 3810 535 MILLER, ANTHONY DAL 2150 567 DUNN, DAVID CIN 1540, 803 SANFRANCISCO 3520 
404 WYCHECK, FRANK TEN 2000 504 FREEMAN, ANTONIO GB 3600) 536 CALLOWAY, CHRIS NYG 2120 804 KANSAS CITY 
405 WALLS, WESLEY CAR 2000 505 SMITH, JIMMY JAC 3520) 537 ANTHONY, REIDEL TB 2110 TRA Sr §6©6TEAM OWNER INFORMATION 
406 JONES, FREDDIE $0 1830| 506 BROWN, TIM RAI 3370| 598 CONWAY, CURTIS CHI 2090 570 THOMAS, LAMAR MIA 1500 806 PITTSBURGH 2980 
407 CONWELL, ERNIE STL 1700) 507 RICE, JERRY SF 3320| 539 SCOTT, DARNAY CIN 2090| 571 PRITCHARD, MIKE SEA 1490| 807 DALLAS 2810 [ULTIMATE 
408 BJORNSON, ERIC DAL 1500| 508 MOORE,ROB © ARZ 3210 540 PERRIMAN, BRETT MIA 2080, 572 WESTBROOK, MICHAEL WAS 1470| 808 
UF 573 MCKNIGHT, JAMES SEA 1410| 809 WASHINGTON 2490 
810 
| 811 
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Name 


409 WETWIGHT, RYAN CHI 1470 509 ALEXANDER, DERRICK KC 3200 S41 REED, ANDRE BI 

410 GONZALEZ, TONY KC 1450) S10 IRVIN, MICHAEL DAL 3160 542 DYSON, KEVIN = TEN CAROLINA 2360 | Team Name 
411 MCGEE, TONY CIN 1440 | S11 GALLOWAY, JOEY SEA 3110 543 MOSS, RANDY MIN TAMPABAY 2320 | a drone 
412 CHMURA, MARK GB 1340 512 BRUCE, ISAAC STL 3080 544 NASH, MARCUS DEN 2000 576 BLADES, BRIAN SEA 1330| 812 MIAMI 2280 
413 GEONEY, CHRIS AR 1280 513 FRYAR, IRVING PHI 3060 545 METCALF, ERIC ARZ 1980 577 HAWKINS, COURTNEY PIT 1290| 813 TENNESSEE 2240 | City 
414 DILGER, KEN IND 1250 $14 REED, JAKE MIN 3030 546 WILLIAMS, KARL TB 1980 578 HILL, RANDAL NO 1290. 814 DETROIT 2210 | Phone 
415 GREEN, ERIC BAL 1240 S15 PICKENS, CARL CIN 2890 547 CHREBET, WAYNE NYJ 1960 579 GREEN, WILLIE © DEN 1280 815 BUFFALO en 
416 DRAYTON, TROY MIA 1230 516 LEWIS, JERMAINE BAL 2800 548 GRAHAM, JEFF — MYJ 1950 S80 PROEHL, RICKY STL 1280 816 SANDIEGO — 2150 | MW 

417 MITCHELL, PETE JAC 1180 517 MARTIN, TONY SO 2790 549 GLENN, TERRY © NE 1890 S81 TIMPSON, MICHAEL PHI 1260 817 PHILADELPHIA © 2120 | Expires 


418 JONES, BRENT © SF 1100 518 THIGPEN, YANCEY TEN 2710 550 ELLARD, HENRY WAS 1850 S82 ENGRAM.BOBBY CHI 1240 818 N.Y. JETS 2060 

419 JOHNSON, LONNIE BUF 1000 519 JOHNSON, KEYSHAWN YJ 2700 551 HASTINGS, ANDRE NO 1840 S63 HAYNES, MICHAEL ATL 1090 819 JACKSONVILLE © 1950 | E-naan Address 

420 BRADY, KYLE YJ 1000 520 RISON, ANDRE KC 2640 552 DAWKINS, SEAN IND 1830 584 ISMAIL, RAGHIB CAR 1070/ 820 INDIANAPOLIS 1810) 

421 ASHER, JAMIE WAS 1000 521 HARRISON, MARVIN IND 2630 553 JEFFERSON, SHAWN NE 1830 585 PENN,CHRIS CHI 1000 &21 CHICAGO wh 

422 RIEMERSMA, JAY BUF 1000 522 BROOKS, ROBERT GB 2620 554 SANDERS, CHRIS TEN 1750 586 BARNETT, FRED MIA 1000| 822 SEATTLE 1629 | ores Cy = 

423 HARRIS, JACKIE TEN 1000 523 EMANUEL, BERT TB 2600 555 SHEPHERD, LESLIE WAS 1710 587 MAYES, DERRICK GB 1000 | 823 MINNESOTA 1480 | A®d#ona! Address Qty __@ $1000» 
424 SANTIAGO, OJ ATL 1000 524 JACKSON, MICHAEL BAL 2570 556 KENNISON, EDDIE STL 1670 583 BRISBY, VINCENT NE 1000| 824 OAKLAND 1390 | WeeWy Reports Qty @ $10.00= 
425 SLOAN, DAVID “DET 1000 525 MCCARDELL, KEENAN JAC 2550 557 CARRIER, MARKJ CAR 1660 589 MOULDS, ERIC BUF 1000 825 BALTIMORE 1310 | TOTAL PAYMENT 

426 BYARS, KEITH NYS 1000 526 OWENS, TERRELL SF 2400 558 MCCAFFREY,ED DEN 1610 590 JONES, CHRIS PHI 1000 825 MEWORLEANS 1270 | Have you played a COM game before? 

427 GLOVER, ANDREW MIM 1000 527 MATHIS, TERANCE ATL 2380 559 JONES, CHARLIE SD 1610 591 WILLIAMS, KEVIN ARZ 1000 627 ST.LOUIS 1150 

428 POPSON, TED © KC 1000 528 MORTON, JOHNNIE DET 2340 560 PATHON, JEROME IND 1600 592 BAILEY, AARON IND 1000 828 ARIZONA 1000 

429 SMITH, IRV SF 1000 529 EARLY, QUINN BUF 2310 561 GREEN, JACQUEZ TB 1600 593 MUHAMMAD, MUHSIN CAR 1000 829 ATLANTA 1000 

430 BRUENER, MARK PIT 1000 530 SANDERS, FRANK ARZ 2300 562 JOHNSON, PAT | BAL 1600 594 COPELAND, HORACE TB 1000 630 CINCINNATI 1000 M, 

431 LEWIS, CHAD PH! 1000 531 MCDUFFIE, 0.J. MIA 2270 563 CROWELL, GERMANE DET 1600 595 JORDAN, CHARLES MIA 1000 A 11756 Borman Drive, Suite 220 
432 DUNN, JASON PHI 1000 | 532 CARRUTH, RAE CAR 2230 564 SIMMONS, TONY ME 1600 596 MILLS, ERNIE DAL 1000 | V/S4_| “aug? St. Louis, MO 63146-4133 
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OUTSIDE 
RUNNING 


Scout: Alstott is the best fullback in the 
league and this guy is No. 2. Everybody 
else is tied for third. In some ways, he’s 
even more versatile than Alstott. He’s faster, 
and he makes some sensational catches 
downfield. I can’t recall Alstott catching 
the ball downfield. 

Scout: He’s got some juice to him, some 
burst in the hole, but he’s not a natural run- 
ner. He’s strictly an assignment guy. To me, 
he’s decent as a blocker. He’s not as mean 
and strong a blocker as Moose (Daryl John- 
ston) in his hey-day, but he gets the job 
done. 


EE GRADE: 6.6 


3. CHARLES WAY 
NEW YORK GIANTS 


HT: 6-0 WT: 245 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Virginia 
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Scout: He's not the athlete you'd really 
like, but he’s an old-time fullback. He’s a 
pounder. For me, he’s quicker, stronger, 
more explosive when he blocks than when 
he’s carrying the football. He’s a load lead- 
ing up into the hole. 

Scout: Outstanding blocker. Adequate 
hands. Fits the Giants’ system very well. 
What impresses me most about this guy is 


his leadership qualities. He brings a lot of 


intangibles to the Giants’ offense. 


ee GRADE: 6.5 


4. WILLIAM FLOYD 


CAROLINA 
HT: 6-1 WT: 242 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Florida State 
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Scout: Blocking still is probably the 
best thing he does. He tries to do too 
much running the ball. [f he'd stay with 
a quick-hitting, north-south style. he'd 
be more productive. He tries to juke peo- 
ple, make that quick lateral cut. and he 
can't do it because he can’t get back 
upfield. 

Scout: Still a good player. Solid in all 
phases, Brings a lot of energy and enthu- 
siasm to the table. He might not be the 
runner he was before the knee injury. He 
looks to have lost a step of speed and first- 
step quickness. But I'd take him in a 
minute. 

es GRADE: 6.2 


OUTSTANDING 


5. DARYL JOHNSTON 
DALLAS 


HT: 6-2 WT: 242 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Syracuse 
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Scout: This was as versatile a player as you'd 
find on the football field. But I don’t see 
him coming back. You could see the drop- 
off in his ability to move people when he 
blocked even before the injury. There were 
certain times, certain games, where he could 
still play to the championship level. He just 
couldn't do it game after game anymore. 
Scout: He’s just a blocker. He can catch a short 
pass but he’s not much of a downfield threat. 
He doesn't scare people like he once did. 


MEE GRADE: 6.0 Ve 


G. ZACK CROCKETT 


INDIANAPOLIS 
HT: 6-2 WT: 246 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Florida State 


Scout: He's a slashing-type runner. He's 
got speed, burst, hits the hole hard. If he 
hits it just right, he can go the distance. 
Receiving ts the weakest part of his game. 
If the ball’s right there. he'll catch it. If he 
has to make an adjustment, he’s kind of a 
50-50 guy. 

Scout: Big, strong kid, Really improved 
his blocking last year. He not only made 
good contact, but he finished. He kept his 
feet driving and stayed after people. 


Me GRADE: 5.8 A 


7. LARRY CENTERS 


ARIZONA 
HT: 5-11 WT: 215 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Stephen F. Austin 


Scout: He's nota fullback. He’s nota run- 
ning back. He’s a move guy, an H-back, 
They try to get him the ball out in the flat, 
get him one-on-one where he can make 
someone miss and get a first down. 
Scout: He's quick and elusive in space. 
He's got sure hands. When it comes to run- 
ning from scrimmage or blocking. he’s pret- 
ty limited. He’s more of a third-down 
specialist. 


es GRADE: 5.7 ¥ 


§$. LORENZO NEAL 


TAMPA BAY 
HT: 5-11 WT: 240 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Fresno State 
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REC. SKILLS 


Scout: He used to have some quickness 
off the mark, some acceleration through 
the hole. He could pop an inside trap for a 
big play. But he’s more of a blocker now. 
He never was much of a receiver. 

Scout: He's a compact fullback. He gets 
into those linebackers’ midsection, gets 
underneath them, Really an explosive 
blocker. 


a GRADE: 5.6 


9. RAY ZELLARS 
NEW ORLEANS 


HT: 5-11 WT: 233 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Notre Dame 
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Scout: He's built like a brick outhouse. 
He’s quick. He follows his blockers real 
well. He'll hit it up inside and run over the 
linebackers. He’s got outstanding hands. 
The problem is, he might give you three 
good games a year if you call him all kinds 
of names and piss him off. He just won't 
play with pain. 

Scout: He’s more of a running back than 
a fullback. Maybe a one-back type like a 
Jamal Anderson. He's not a guy you want 
leading you up into the hole. He doesn't 
have the size or mindset. 


ee GRADE: 5.6 


10. WILLIAM HENDERSON 


GREEN BAY 
HT: 6-1 WT: 248 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: North Carolina 
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Scout: Tough guy. A big-time blocker, both 
run and pass. He can drive right through 
people, he can anchor, adjust. | don’t like 
him with the ball. They try to do more with 
him than he’s capable of. 


es GRADE: 5.6 


11. HOWARD GRIFFITH 


DENVER 
HT: 6-0 WT: 240 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Illinois 


Scout: He’s a blocker. He has no trouble 
with the role. He knows he’s a blocker, and 


ABOVE AVERAGE (§NAVERAGENNNN BELOW AVERAGE 


he’s a good one. Not only is he effective lead- 
ing up inside, but also on the edge. He’s a 
very good cut blocker, very good chop 
blocker. 


es GRADE: 5.6 


1. BARRY SANDERS 


DETROIT 
HT: 5-8 WT: 203 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Oklahoma State 


Scout: He's got Walter Payton-type body 
control and agility. He’s got good lower- 
body strength. But his stop-and-start accel- 
eration, that’s the thing that sets him apart. 
He runs 4.45 after his second step, and 
when he cuts, he’s cutting 4.45. 

Scout: Scary. scary guy. You've got to keep 
him inside, make him run tackle to tackle. 
If he runs tackle to tackle, he’s got a chance 
to get seven or eight yards. If he gets out- 
side, he can go 58 yards. 


eee GRADE: 7.7 


2. TERRELL DAVIS 


DENVER 
HT: 5-11 WT: 200 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Georgia 


Scout: He's not a burner. He won't try to 
stretch you outside. He’s always looking 
to cut back. When he gets into the sec- 
ondary, he nuns like a 240-pounder. He runs 
over people. 

Scout: He’s a slasher. A one-cut guy. He hits 
the hole hard, bounces off tacklers and goes 
north-south. Like a lot of the top backs, he 
seems to get stronger as the game goes on. 


EE SS GRADE: 7.3 


3. CURTIS MARTIN 


NEW YORK JETS 
HT: 5-11 WT: 203 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Pittsburgh 


Barry Sanders 


SMOOVE DNINNOAG 


Dorsey Levens 


Scout: Smooth as silk. Great eyes and burst. 
His ability to get through the hole is excep- 
tional, He can turn his hips and make him- 
self thin, and he’s got big speed. He can 
run away from you when he’s healthy. 
Scout: He’s faster than Davis, he’s niftier, 
but he doesn’t play as big or strong. He's 
more of an edge guy. He can really hurt 
you on tosses and screens, and he’s a threat 
down the field as a receiver. 


es GRADE: 7.2 


4. DORSEY LEVENS 
GREEN BAY 


HT: 6-1 WT: 235 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Georgia Tech 


Scout: He's big, fast. He can run inside or 
outside, He can catch the flare or the little 
flat pass and take it 80 yards. As good as 


he is. he’s got a chance to get even better. 
Scout: He's got some special qualities as 
a runner: speed, vision, strength, balance. 
He runs with authority, lean. A lot of his 
yards come after initial contact. 


SSS GRADE: 7.0 
5. JEROME BETTIS 


PITTSBURGH 


HT: 5-11 WT: 243 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Notre Dame 


INSIDE 
RUNNING 


Scout: Power back. A one-back. Perfect 
for what they want to do. He'll hit it up 
hard between the tackles, move the chains, 
control the ball. Blocking, receiving, he’s 
nothing special. 

Scout: The best of the jumbo backs. He's 
powerful, physical. He's a little quicker than 
you think he is, and he’s got good feet for 
a big guy. He can make people miss. What 
he’s not going to do is run away from you. 


ee GRADE: 7.0 


G. EDDIE GEORGE 
TENNESSEE 


HT: 6-3 WT: 232 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: He’s a big, one-cut back who can 
turn it upfield on you. A one-back, I-back 
type. You want to ride him. You want to let 
him see the cracks, run downhill and knock 
the crap out of the safeties. 

Scout: He’s a glider. He'll show good pick- 
and-slide, good body balance and burst 
through the hole. When he gets squared up 
under a full head of steam, he’s a load. He'll 
trample tacklers. 


es GRADE: 6.8 


‘7 . NAPOLEON KAUFMAN 
OAKLAND 


HT: 5-9 WT: 180 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Washington 
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Scout: He’s a blur. He’s faster than Sanders, 
Dunn, any of them. When he turns the cor- 
ner and heads upfield, he’s gone. He's got 
outstanding acceleration and outstanding 
cutback vision in the open field. Inside, he 
doesn’t feel the blocks as well as he does 
outside, but he'll squirt through a crack if 
it’s there. 

Scout: Big-play runner. A breakaway threat. 
He’s sudden, elusive. The surprising thing 
about him is his toughness. He’s a fearless 
little guy, and he’s durable. He can carry the 
ball 20, 25 times. 
es GRADE: 6.8 


8. ROBERT SMITH 


MINNESOTA 
HT: 6-2 WT: 212 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: He’s nota flashy runner. He doesn't 
have the change-of-direction of a Sanders 
or Emmitt Smith. He’s smooth, deceptive. 
When he sees a lane and drops his pads a 
bit and bursts up there, he’s flying. He’s 
got home-run acceleration. 

Scout: Big-time speed. Good size. He's 
kind of a long-legged, high-cut guy, a bet- 
ter I-tailback type or one-back runner than 
a split-back runner. His biggest problem 
has always been staying healthy and fresh. 
He’s a better player earlier in the season 
than late. 


ae GRADE: 6.7 
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9. RICKY WATTERS 


SEATTLE 
HT: 6-1 WT: 217 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Notre Dame 
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REC, SKILLS 


Scout: He's made his reputation as a West 
Coast-style back, but he’s not a true split 
back, come-across-the-backfield type. He’s 
more of an I-tailback. He’s got good eyes, 
burst in and out of the hole, and he'll lower 
his shoulders and get a lot of post-contact 
yards, 

Scout: He’s outspoken. He sticks his foot 
in his mouth a lot. Yet he’s a great com- 


Corey Dillon 


OUTSTANDING 


re 


petitor. He wants the ball. At this point, 
he’s lost a step, but he still runs hard, and 
you'll never see anybody catch the ball any 
better out of the backfield. 


es GRADE: 6.6 


10. EMMITT SMITH 


DALLAS 
HT: 5-9 WT: 209 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Florida 


Scout: You can’t discount him. He's still 
Emmitt. He still has the great run vision, 
~but the quickness — that one step 

he had to pop through the hole or 


step away from somebody — 
= he doesn’t have that anymore, 
Scout: He'll show you the 


ies > cuick feet, the balance. He 
just doesn’t have the burst or 
leg drive he did. In his prime, 

he got more yards after ini- 
tial contact than any- 
body in the league. 
He doesn't get 
those extra yards 
B anymore, and he 
doesn’t kill you 
in the fourth 
BY quarter like he 
r used to. 


GRADE: 6.5 ¥ 


11. COREY 


DILLON 
CINCINNATI 

HT: 6-2 WT: 220 
NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Washington 


«4 


RUN 
BLOCK 


Scout: Big. fluid athlete. A natural runner. 
When he’s on, there ain't nobody stopping 
his ass. He can bounce outside, cut back. 
He’s a load to bring down. He'll drag 240- 
pound linebackers. 

Scout: He might not run any faster than 4.55, 
4.6, but he changes direction and controls 
his body so well that you forget how big and 
strong he is. He punishes you. If he keeps 
his act together, he’s got a big-time future. 


Me GRADE: 6.5 A 


12. GARRISON HEARST 


SAN FRANCISCO 
HT: 5-11 WT: 215 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Georgia 


Scout: He’s really explosive through the 
hole, he’s got the speed to turn the corner. 
He's a tough guy, too. He'll take it to tack- 
lers, hell block with authority. If he could 
stay healthy for 16 games, he'd be in the 
top six or seven. 

Scout: He’s got 4.4 speed, but he’s never 
really played to it. To me, he’s a one-speed, 
one-cut runner. He doesn’t have that good- 
bye gear. He just doesn’t scare you like a 
Robert Smith. 
EI GRADE: 5.4 


13. WARRICK DUNN 
TAMPA BAY 

HT: 5-8 WT: 180 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Florida State 


Scout: He’s real quick, agile, especially on 
turf. He can stop and start on a dime. If 
anybody runs like Sanders, it’s this kid. He 
can take your breath away. 

Scout: Good runner, receiver. He’s very 
elusive in space, and he’s stronger than you 
think. From the knees to the small of his back, 
he’s thick, bulgy. He looks like one of the 
Olympic weightlifters. 


GRADE: 6.4 A 


14. MARSHALL FAULK 
INDIANAPOLIS 

HT: 5-10 WT: 211 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: San Diego State 


Scout: He didn’t show the suddenness that 
he had in his first two years, that instant 
acceleration. But he’s still a quality runner 
and dangerous receiver. When they split 
him out against a safety, he creates real 
matchup problems. 

Scout: He’s fast. quick-footed. But there are 
times when he doesn’t hit it up in there. 
He's quick to abandon his blocks. It's not 
really a lack of toughness, it’s more a lack 
of patience. For me, he’s a much better out- 
side runner than inside runner. 


ee GRADE: 6.2 V 


15. RAYMONT HARRIS 


FREE AGENT 
HT: 6-0 WT: 225 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: Big, strong. A one-back guy. He’s 
tough between the tackles. He'll try to run 
over you rather than around you. Durabil- 
ity is the big question with him. He’s never 
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played all 16 weeks in his four years. 
Scout: He’s not that quick or elusive. He 
runs high and hard, and he takes some hel- 
lacious hits. To me, he’s a solid back, a sec- 
ond-level or group “B” back. 


es GRADE: 6.1 


1G. TERRY ALLEN 
WASHINGTON 


HT: 5-10 WT: 208 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Clemson 
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REC. SKILLS 


Scout: Strong, instinctive inside runner. A 
poor man’s Emmitt Smith. He has the abil- 
ity to read and feel the cut-back and he 
won't go down easily. He'll stay up after 
a hit. He’s going to make you tackle him. 
The only negative is his speed. 

Scout: He's like the damn Bionic Man. 
He's had three major knee injuries and he 
just keeps on ticking. In terms of mental 
toughness and the ability to get tough yards, 
there might not be a better guy. 


EE GRADE: 6.1 V 


17. ADRIAN MURRELL 
ARIZONA 


HT: 5-11 WT: 214 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: West Virginia 


BURNING 
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INSIDE 


Scout: He’s what I call a reaction runner. 
He doesn’t have real good run instincts, 
that feel for the hole, but when he eventu- 
ally sees it, he’s got the zip and the feet to 
react in a heartbeat. If he hits the cutback 
from behind, he’s on top of the safety so fast, 
it’s scary. 

Scout: Shifty, slippery runner. Better out- 
side than inside. If his hands were better, 
he'd be an ideal third-down back because 
of his ability in space. 


(ed GRADE: 6.0 


18. JAMAL ANDERSON 
ATLANTA 

HT: 5-10 WT: 234 
College: Utah 


NFL Seasons: 4 


HANDS/ 
REC, SKILLS 
RUN 
BLOCK 
PASS 
BLOCK 
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Scout: Strictly a one-back runner. Doesn't 
have big speed, but he’s quick, instinctive, 
powerlul. He can break tackles. He’s got out- 
standing hands, You can give him the ball 
25-30 times a game and you can win with 
him. 

Scout: He’s a different back from week to 
week. When he’s ripping the ball up inside, 


Fae 


OUTSTANDING 


breaking tackles and squaring up north- 
south, he’s a productive runner. On those 
Sundays when he has no patience, bounces 
outside and tries to outrun people, he’s a 
liability. Somebody better burst his bal- 
loon and tell him 4.8 guys aren't break- 
away runners. 


SSS GRADE: 6.0 
19. NATRONE MEANS 


SAN DIEGO 


HT: 5-10 WT: 245 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: North Carolina 


=¢ 
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Scout: Strong, compact runner. Built low 
to the ground. He can find the hole, get in 
the hole and get out. He's hard to knock 
off his feet. When he’s in syne, he’s capa- 
ble of controlling a game like Bettis. 
Scout: He runs hard. He's got good leg 
power, good lower-hip strength. He breaks 
tackles. For a 245-pounder, he’s got impres- 
sive cutting ability. The big concern with 
him is his weight. He has a tendency to get 
heavy. 


SSS GRADE: 5.9 


20. ANTOWAIN SMITH 
BUFFALO 

HT: 6-2 WT: 224 
College: Houston 


NFL Seasons: 1 
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Scout: He’s strong, fast. A slasher-type. 
He hits the hole. bounces off people, gets 
in the seams. If he continues to develop, 
he can become a bigger Terrell Davis. He’s 
got some impressive tools, 


GRADE: 5.7 A 
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STRENGTH OF POSITION 


1. JERRY RICE 


SAN FRANCISCO 
HT: 6-2 WT: 200 NFL Seasons: 13 
College: Mississippi Valley State 


Kkk's 


PATTERNS 
RUN AFTER 
CATCH 


ABOVE AVERAGE 


AVERAGE 


Scout: Fluid athlete. Great hands, routes. 
If anybody can come back, it’s this guy. 
He’s got such a great work ethic, such great 
mental toughness. 

Scout: He'll still be a very good player, 
because he’s so smart, But his age and the 
effects of those injuries might reduce him 
to mere mortal. He might not be as domi- 
nant. 


ee NO GRADE ¢ 


2. HERMAN MOORE 
DETROIT 


HT: 6-3 WT: 210 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Virginia 
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Scout: He’s like a basketball player, He's 
long, strong, fast, flexible. He can jump 
out of the gym. In the red zone, he’s almost 
impossible to stop, He just goes up and gets 
it. He’s got great hands, great concentra- 
tion. 

Scout: Complete player. He can beat you 
deep, he can take the short pass and take it 
80, he can out-muscle defensive backs for 
the ball. If he had a consistent quarterback, 
he could challenge Jerry Rice’s records. 
He’s a special player, 


(I) GRADE: 7.6 


3. TIM BROWN 
OAKLAND 


HT: 6-0 WT: 195 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Notre Dame 
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Scout: The ultimate gamebreaker. He’s got 
the big speed, explosiveness, elusiveness, 
He can make all the catches. He’s very 
aggressive upfield after the catch. He’s try- 
ing to get to the endzone every time he 
touches the ball. 

Scout: He’s terrific. You can rotate around 
to double-cover him, get a linebacker and 
safety in his area, but you're not going to 
stop him, because he’s so sudden, so explo- 
sive out of his cuts. 


es GRADE: 7.6 


4. CRIS CARTER 


MINNESOTA 
HT: 6-3 WT: 206 NFL Seasons: 11 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: Exceptional hands, exceptional body 
control. He makes catches nobody else 
makes, and for a guy who runs 4.7, he’s 
behind people every time you look up. He’s 


BELOW AVERAGE 


a real player. 

Scout: He’s physical, aggressive. He knows 
how to get open, how to keep defenders’ 
hands off him, and he’s as instinctive as 
any receiver in the game. At this point, he 
can’t carry a team anymore, he needs a 
complementary guy now, but he can help 
beat you. 


es GRADE: 7.2 


5. MICHAEL IRVIN 


DALLAS 
HT: 6-2 WT: 207 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Miami 
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Scout: He’s got size, hands. He’s aggres- 
sive to the ball, aggressive after the catch, 
And don’t think for a moment he can't get 
deep. He’s field fast. He really carries his 
pads well. 

Scout: Big-play guy. He’s got a great feel 
for the game. He’s got great timing for 
when to make his cuts and he’s quick out 
of his cuts. He judges the ball in the air real 
well. But to me, the best thing about him 
is his competitiveness. He'll do anything that 
it takes to get the ball and win. 


es GRADE: 7.1 


G. ROB MOORE 


ARIZONA 
HT: 6-3 WT: 205 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Syracuse 
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Scout: Strong, physical receiver. A lot like 
Cris Carter. Both can jump out of the build- 
ing. Both have big, powerful hands. When 
these guys catch the ball, it stops dead in 
their hands. That’s why they catch away 
from their bodies so easily. 

Scout: He's a fluid athlete. He's smooth 
into his routes, and he’s a little faster com- 
ing out of his change-of-direction than you 
think because he is so smooth. For me, 
though, his hand-eye coordination is what 
sets him apart. He makes great adjustments 
to poorly thrown balls, 


es GRADE: 7.0 


7. YANCEY THIGPEN 


TENNESSEE 
HT: 6-1 WT: 206 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Winston-Salem State 


CATCH 
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RUN AFTER 


Scout: He’s a playmaker. He'll run the 
crossing routes, compete in a crowd, make 


Herman Moore ’ 
the tough catches, and he'll set you up and 


ABOVE AVERAGE AVERAGE BELOW AVERAGE 


beat you on the nine route, too. He’s real- 
ly good at making the catch over his shoul- 
der with a defender running step for step with 
him. 

Scout: He’s not a 4.4 guy, but he runs under 
control and changes direction smoothly. 
He's got good hands, flexibility, plus he’s 
got great awareness of where he is on the 
field at all times. He’s a complete guy. 


EES G RADE: 7.0 


8. ISAAC BRUCE 
ST, LOUIS 


HT: 6-O WT: 185 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Memphis 


Scout: Boy, he scares you to death when 
he's healthy. He’s got long speed, the quick- 
ness to break open on the hard angle cuts, 
elusive running ability after the catch. He’s 
a natural plucker. If there's a negative, it’s 
that he’s not a real physical receiver. The 
bigger corners can give him some prob- 
lems, 

Scout: He’s a graceful athlete. He changes 
direction so easily, changes gears so easi- 
ly, it looks like he’s gliding. When he’s 
healthy, he’s really fun to watch. He’s good 
for at least one acrobatic catch a game. 


(RS G RADE: 7.0 


9. ANTONIO FREEMAN 
GREEN BAY 


HT: 6-O WT: 190 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Virginia Tech 


Scout: He’s more of a deep receiver, more 
of a sideline type. He plays fast, he catch- 
es the ball going over his shoulder away. 
He's good, but to me he’s a guy with the 
right team, at the right time, and with the 
right quarterback. If you put him in anoth- 
er situation, he wouldn't be as productive. 
Scout: He’s not on the elite level, he’s 
second-tier guy, but you can’t dismiss him. 
He and the quarterback are really in syne, 
and he’s made a lot of big plays for them. 
I'd take him over (Robert) Brooks because 
of his ability to get deep. 


SSSR GRADE: 6.9 


10. JIMMY SMITH 


JACKSONVILLE 
HT: 6-1 WT: 201 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Jackson State 


Scout: He’s got size, hands. He can close 
cushion, separate, make the tough catch- 


OUTSTANDING 


32 


Tim Brown 


es, and even though he’s not a burner, he’s 
got some shake to him, If he can catch you 
off balance, he can run by you and show you 
a late kick to the ball. 

Scout: He’s strong, aggressive, instinctive. 
He’s not going to wait for the ball to come 
to him, he’s going to adjust his route to 
meet the ball two or three yards earlier. 
He'll come back to the ball. 
es GRADE: 6.8 


11. IRVING FRYAR 
PHILADELPHIA 


HT: 6-O WT: 200 NFL Seasons: 14 
College: Nebraska 


Scout: He’s lost a step, he doesn’t run 4.3- 
something anymore, but he still has good 
speed, and he's a more complete receiver 
now. He'll catch that ball inside and take 
a hit and hold on to it. He still has good 
playing strength and toughness. 
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Scout: The guy's got out- 
standing hands, excellent 
instincts. He’s tuned into cov- 
erages, and he’s still got good 
quickness and respectable 
speed, But he doesn’t scare 
defensive backs any- 
more. That accelera- 
tion, that home-run 
speed. he doesn't 
have that now. 


ME GRADE: 6.8 


12. CARL 
PICKENS 


CINCINNATI 
HT: 6-2 WT: 206 


Scout: He’s big, strong. He’s got outstanding 
hands and for a guy they said couldn't run, 
he sure does get deep a lot. He just goes 
up and takes it away from the defensive 
backs. 

Scout: Top-tier athlete, Outstanding hand- 
eye coordination and body-balance, He 
makes the circus catches. To me, he's more 
of a big-play guy, nunning the outs, the deep 
stuff. He'll catch the ball across the mid- 
dle, but he’s not really a guy who likes that 
heavy traffic. 
ae GRADE: 6.6 


13. JOEY GALLOWAY 
SEATTLE 


HT: 5-11 WT: 188 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Ohio State 
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Scout: He's got jets in both cheeks. Just 
exceptional speed and acceleration. He 
makes that break, either to the post or up 
the field, and he’s gone. He’s a scoreboard 
changer. 

Scout: In terms of pure athletic ability, 
there aren't many in his class. He runs 4.3, 
he’s elusive, he’s got good hand-eye coor- 
dination. I just don’t know how tough and 
physical he is, how much he wants to go 
inside, and I don’t think he’s a consistent 
route-runner. 


es GRADE: 6.7 


14. TONY MARTIN 
SAN DIEGO 


HT: 6-1 WT: 181 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Mesa 


Scout: He’s a smooth athlete. He’s got big 
speed, quick feet. acceleration out of his cuts. 
He runs all the routes. If he’s got a quarter- 
back who can get him the ball and a com- 
plementary receiver who can do some of the 
dirty work, he’s as dangerous as anyone. 
Scout: Big-play receiver. A home-run hit- 
ter, He can run by you, run away from you, 
He’s got some natural receiving skills, but 
he'll still drop some over the middle, and 
he'll run some sloppy routes at times, too. 


SSS GRADE: 6.7 
15. ANDRE RISON 


KANSAS CITY 
HT: 6-1 WT: 188 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Michigan State 


Scout: He doesn’t have the big speed, but 
he’s got all the receiving skills you want. 
He's real quick, real agile. He can separate 
from man-coverage, slide in there in the 
zones. He's got outstanding hand-eye coor- 
dination, and he can do something with the 
ball once he gets it in his hands. When he’s 
focused, he’s in that upper tier. 

Scout: He’s a hands catcher, he adjusts 
very well to poorly thrown balls. The main 
problem with him is, he’s not a dependable 
route-runner. Quarterbacks don’t like throw- 
ing to him because too often, he’s not where 
he’s supposed to be. 


a re See GRADE: 6.6 
16. JAKE REED 


MINNESOTA 


HT: 6-3 WT: 216 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Grambling 


Scout: He’s a great specimen. He’s big, 
he can run, Early on he was a one-dimen- 
sional, straight-down-the-field guy. But 
he’s become a more accomplished route- 
runner in the past year or so. He’s much 
improved over the middle. 

Scout: Strong, physical. He can beat bump- 
and-run, he can screen off defenders for 
the ball. When he was younger, he had a real 


hand-eye problem. But he spent a lot of 


time with specialists who work with you 
in that area and he’s gotten much better. 


es GRADE: 6.6 


1°7 . KEENAN McCARDELL 
JACKSONVILLE 

HT: 6-1 WT: 186 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: UNLV 


Scout: He’s a fluid runner. Faster than he 
looks. For me. two things stand out about 
him—his concentration and his routes. He'll 
catch the ball anywhere, and he runs dis- 
ciplined routes. If the break is supposed to 
be at 16 (yards) on the post, he breaks it at 
16. Brunell can count on him to be where 
he’s supposed to be. 

Scout: Smart receiver. Good route-runner. 
Soft hands. You'd like for him to be a lit- 
tle stronger; he'll get muscled at times by 
the bigger press corners, but he does a nice 
job of changing speeds on his routes and he’s 
good out of the break. 


es GRADE: 6.6 


18. CURTIS CONWAY 
CHICAGO 


HT: 6-0 WT: 194 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Southern California 


Michael Irvin 


Scout: He's their best player. Their only 
big-play threat. He’s a natural catcher. He 
can run by you, run after the catch. All he 
lacks is a quarterback who can get him the 
ball and a complementary receiver to take 
some pressure off, 

Scout: He's got 4.4 speed, good body con- 
trol, hands. The problem is, he’s all they’ ve 
got, and everybody gangs up on him. 


ER GRADE: 6.5 


19. MARVIN HARRISON 


INDIANAPOLIS 
HT: 6-0 WT: 181 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Syracuse 


Scout: Quick as a hiccup, Good route-run- 
ner. He’s got good hands and adjustment to 
the ball. He can get deep. Now, he’s not 
the most courageous guy, and he’s not as 
good after the catch as you'd think. 

Scout: The kid's got 4.4 speed. he’s got 
the quickness and feet to get separation. 
He catches the ball in his hands. He'll run 
by guys and come underneath. My only 
reservation about him is he’s on the frail 
side. He'll get knocked around some. 


GRADE: 6.5 A 


20. TERRY GLENN 


NEW ENGLAND 
HT: 5-10 WT: 184 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: Injury-prone guy. Has some puss 
in him. He can get bumped around a bit, 
but he has excellent quickness to get sep- 
aration off the line, and he has that extra 
burst when the ball is in the air to catch up 
to it. 

Scout: If he’s healthy, he’s capable of a 
90-plus catch year. He has as much talent 
as any receiver in the league. He runs under 
control, he can change gears. and he'll 
adjust and make tough catches. His only 
crime is he’s kind of smallish. 


es GRADE: 6.5 A 


21. BERT EMANUEL 


TAMPA BAY 
HT: 5-10 WT: 180 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Rice 


Scout: Dynamic little receiver. Maybe not 
as elusive as a Galloway, but he’s got big 
speed. He can take it to the house. And last 


WIDE RECEIVERS / TIGHT ENDS 


year he showed he can be an every-game. 
every-down receiver, not just a run-and- 
shoot guy, 

Scout: Big-play guy. Really picked up his 
game last year. He's got speed to burn, he 
can make quick cuts and accelerate out of 
them. He can catch over his shoulder, At 
times, he'll drop some easy ones, but he's 
gotten better, 


GRADE: 6.4 


22. MICHAEL JACKSON 
BALTIMORE 


HT: 6-4 WT: 195 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Southern Mississippi 
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Scout: He's primarily a vertical threat, 
Doesn't have much dimension to his game. 
He'll run the seams, the deep crossing or 
post patterns. He's capable of making the 
big play, but he'll still have his share of 
concentration lapses. 

Scout: Long, lean guy. Runs very well for 
his size. He’s at his best on straight-line 
routes, and really takes advantage of small- 
er defensive backs with his height and reach, 
They can be running stride-for-stride with 
him and he can just go up and snatch it away, 


es GRADE: 6.3 
2%. ROD SMITH 


DENVER 


HT: 6-O WT: 190 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Missouri Southern 


sa 


CATCH 
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CATCH IN 
TRAFFIC 
RUN AFTER 


Scout; Good size. Strong hands. Deceptive 
runner, He'll fool you with his speed, He 
gets deep a lot fora guy they say can’trun, 
Scout: He uses his strength to advantage. 
He does nothing but push every snap. 
Whether he runs a hitch, stop-and-go, come- 
backs, outs, he pushes the crap out of peo- 
ple. That's how he gets separation. He's 
not very fast, 


a GRADE: 6.2 


24. TERRELL OWENS 
SAN FRANCISCO 


HT: 6-3 WT: 213 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Tennessee-Chattanooga 
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Scout: Big, fast, athletic. A natural catch- 
er. Despite his size, he’s not a strider. he 
can break down and get that initial separation 
even against a good corner. If he contin- 
ues to improve, he'll be in that Herman 
Moore, Tim Brown category. 


ee GRADE: 6.2 A 


25. ROBERT BROOKS 


GREEN BAY 
HT: 6-0 WT: 180 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: South Carolina 


CATCH IN 
TRAFFIC 
RUN AFTER 


Scout: He’s quick. He gets in and out of his 
routes. But the big thing with him is he’s 
tough as nails. He'll go inside and make 
the catch. He'll take the big hit. That courage 
enables him to play at a different level than 
other guys with his size and ability. 


ee GRADE: 6.2 


2G. 0.J. McDUFFIE 
MIAMI 

HT: 5-10 WT: 188 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Penn State 
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Scout: Quick feet, quick hands, smart. He 
doesn’t have great downfield speed, he 
won't run off from people, but in a five- 
yard confined area, he’s very hard to get 
penned up. He’s got a lot of shake. 


ee GRADE: 6.1 


2'7 . KEYSHAWN JOHNSON 
NEW YORK JETS 

HT: 6-3 WT: 215 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Southern California 
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RUN AFTER 
CATCH 


Scout: He’s got great size, he’s got strong 
hands. He can go up over those little cor- 
ners and take the ball away from them. His 
biggest problem is he’s somewhat of a strid- 
er, a one-speed guy. Defensive backs can 
get on him and crowd him and stay with him. 
He’s had trouble separating. 


es GRADE: 6.1 


28. FRANK SANDERS 


ARIZONA 
HT: 6-1 WT: 202 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Auburn 


RUN AFTER 
CATCH 


Scout: He's a big, athletic kid. He gets 
faster the further he gets downfield, but he 
isn’t a guy who's going to quickly sepa- 


rate and maintain separation. He's more of 


a physical, strong-arm receiver, He’s going 
to push off and screen smaller defenders 
from the ball. 


SEES I GRADE: 6.1 
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STRENGTH OF POSITION *x* 


1. BEN COATES 
NEW ENGLAND 


HT: 6-5 WT: 245 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Livingstone College 


] 


CATCH IN 
TRAFFIC 


Scout: He's the prototype. He's a John 
Mackey. He's big. athletic. You won't see 
him running a route down the middle of 
the field and beating everybody. But he 
gets open. He's super productive for a guy 
who doesn’t have great foot speed. 
Scout: He's big and strong enough to screen 
and wall you off on his run blocks, And he 
uses his hands real well to get off the line 
and get separation. He'll shove you and 
push you. And he can catch the ball ina 
crowd, He's got magnetic hands. 


es GRADE: 7.2 


2. SHANNON SHARPE 
DENVER 

HT: 6-2 WT: 230 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Savannah State 


Scout: He's a slot guy. A big-assed wide 
receiver. He can run up the seam, acceler- 
ate out of his breaks, read the coverages. You 
can’t cover him with a linebacker or nick- 
el back. You've got to put your best cover 
guy on him or he'll beat your butt six or 
seven times a game, 

Scout: He’s a big athletic receiver, He can 
outrun you, out-muscle you. As a blocker, 
he’s limited, If he’s in a move, a crack posi- 
tion or downfield, he’s OK, 


es GRADE: 7.1 


3%. WESLEY WALLS 


CAROLINA 


HT: 6-5 WT: 250 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Mississippi 


Scout: Go-to guy. A much better receiver 
than blocker. He’s got excellent size and 
hands, and he’s got enough speed and quick- 
ness to come out of his breaks and to chal- 
lenge the safeties. 

Scout: He's crafty. He knows how to get 
off the line and get open. Really uses his 
hands well, When it comes to blocking, 
he’s not going to get any movement at the 
point of attack, and his sustain is incon- 
sistent. 


es GRADE: 7.0 
BELOW AVERAGE 


who can get deep on you, run after the 
catch. He can adjust and make all the tough 
catches. The main knock on him is incon- 
sistency. He'll have some streaks where 
he'll struggle catching the ball, and Mari- 
no will lose confidence in him. 

Scout: Powerful athlete. Real strong upper 
body. Physical. He can be a dominant block- 
erat times. He’s had a tag as a lazy guy, but 
ever since he’s been in Miami he’s worked 
his butt off. 
ge GRADE: 6.8 


4. TROY DRAYTON 
MIAMI 


HT: 6-3 WT: 255 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Penn State 


Scout: He's really gifted. He's got excel- 
lent size, strength, athletic ability. He’s a guy 


Ben Coates 


» 5. MARK CHMURA 
GREEN BAY 
HT: 6-5 WT: 250 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Boston College 
= —— 


Scout: Steady, blue-collar guy. 
Not very pretty but effective. He's 
>» gotaknack for getting open. He 
- gets lost in the coverage and the 
~ next thing you know, he’s catch- 
ing the football. He’s a very reli- 
able short-to-intermediate receiver. 
Scout: As far as tight ends go, he’s not 
a great athlete. He’s definitely not a deep 
threat, But he’s got great football instincts, 
To me, his blocking stands out. He stays 
on his feet, sustains. He can double down 
on a defensive end and still get a piece of 
the linebacker. 


es GRADE: 6.6 


G. ERIC GREEN 
BALTIMORE 

HT: 6-5 WT:305 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Liberty 


OUTSTANDING 


Scout: It’s amazing that a guy that big has 
such soft hands and such good body con- 
trol. He’s a good receiver. He used to be a 
dominant blocker, too, He could make the 
reach block, he could double down. He 
could damn near take a defensive end by 
himself at one time, But he doesn’t appear 
to be interested in that aspect anymore. 
Scout: He was The Man four or five years 
ago, but the weight gain and the lack of 
discipline have sabotaged him. He’s lost 
some quickness and agility, and his stami- 
na and durability have been in question the 
last couple of years. 


EE GRADE: 6.5 ¥ 


7. RICKEY DUDLEY 


OAKLAND 
HT: 6-6 WT: 245 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: Outstanding athlete. A vertical type. 
He can run, jump, stretch your defense. 
The talent is all there, but he’s hot and cold. 
I've seen him make some great catches, 
and run with it after he catches it, and I’ve 
seen him drop balls right in his hands. 
Scout: He’s improved as a blocker. He’s 
got strength, he’s got snap. He can jolt you 
off the ball, he’s got the athleticism to stay 
up on the outside linebackers. If he doesn’t 
take off big time in Jon) Gruden’s West 
Coast offense, I'll be surprised. 

EEE GRADE: 6.4 A 


8. MARK BRUENER 


PITTSBURGH 
HT: 6-4 WT: 254 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Washington 


Scout: He's a solid blocker. He’s not explo- 
sive, but he uses his hands very well and 
he keeps his feet. He’s got a real good feel 
for keeping his body between the defend- 
er and the ball. That's why they like him. 
Scout: He’s almost an afterthought in their 
offense, but he's got excellent hands and sur- 
prising mobility, He can set up the line- 
backer driving inside and then quickly break 
to the outside. In another offense, he'd be 
more of a factor as a receiver. 


SSSR GRADE: 6.5 


9. KEN DILGER 


INDIANAPOLIS 
HT: 6-5 WT: 259 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Illinois 


TIGHT ENDS / TACKLES 


Scout: Smart receiver. An excellent zone 
route-runner. He knows exactly when to 
settle down in there and he doesn’t drop 
the ball. As a blocker, he doesn’t play with 
the leverage Bruener does, but he’s OK. 
He'll mix it up. 

Scout: He’s not that athletic. He’s more of 
a power, strong-arm type receiver. He 
doesn’t escape from people. he knocks them 
around, positions himself well. He'll get 
in better position to catch the ball than the 
linebacker is to defend against it. 


es GRADE: 6.2 


10. ERNIE CONWELL 


ST. LOUIS 


HT: 6-1 WT: 253 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Washington 


Scout: Real good all-around player. Built 
more like a fullback, He’s not quite as 
natural a receiver as you'd want, but he’s 
got the speed to challenge the safeties. 
And when he catches the ball short, he’s 
going to run it up the field and scare the 
crap out of the safeties. He’s a powerful 
runner. 

Scout: He's a damn fine blocker. He's quick, 
strong, physical. He doesn’t try to blow 
you off the ball. He'll grab on to you and 
hold you and spear you, 


DE G RADE: 6.0 


11. FRANK WYCHECK 
TENNESSEE 


HT: 6-3 WT: 247 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Maryland 


Scout: He's an H-back. A real produc- 
tive guy. He's effective when you move 
him and get him open quickly. He'll catch 
it, turn it upfield and run over people. 
He’s a strong runner after he catches the 
ball. 

Scout: He's essentially a receiver in that 
system, but they Il line him up at fullback 
and use him as a lead blocker. He's decent 
in that role. He doesn’t carry a heavy enough 
load to be much of a factor when blocking 
as an in-line tight end. 


es GRADE: 6.0 


12. FREDDIE JONES 
SAN DIEGO 


HT: 6-5 WT: 255 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: North Carolina 


CATCH IN 
TRAFFIC 


OUTSTANDING 


Scout: He's a smooth athlete. An impos- 
ing target. He’s quick off the mark and he 
can flat-ass run and stretch your defense. 
When he upgrades his blocking, the part 
of his game that’s never been emphasized, 
he should be in the elite category. 


EE GRADE: 5.8 A 


13. JAMIE ASHER 


WASHINGTON 
HT: 6-3 WT: 243 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Louisville 


Scout: In terms of size, speed, athletic abil- 
ity, he’s really not what you're looking for. 
But he’s a productive receiver, He finds 
the seams (in zones), catches the ball and 
holds on ina crowd, Blocking, he’s a posi- 
tion guy. He’s going to try and get in your 
way. 


es GRADE: 5.7 


14. TONY GONZALEZ 


KANSAS CITY 
HT: 6-4 WT: 244 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: California 
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Scout: Helluvan athlete. He can run, he’s 
flexible, he’s got real good hand-eye coor- 
dination. He can make the one-handed 
grabs. He’s got a little nasty in him, real 
competitive. At this point, he’s not a block- 
er. He’s still got the basketball body. But he 
could be a special receiver in time. 


EEE GRADE: 5.5 A 


15. 0.J. SANTIAGO 


ATLANTA 


HT: 6-7 WT: 270 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Kent State 


Scout: He’s raw. He nuns almost high school 
routes, he got handled some as a blocker, 
but he’s going to be a good tight end for 
them. He’s a big, mobile kid, He's got nat- 
ural receiving skills, 


Ee GRADE: 5.5 A 


FOR SCOUTING INFORMATION AND 
RANKINGS ON ADDITIONAL WIDE 
RECEIVERS AND TIGHT ENDS, 
VISIT OUR WEB SITE: 


WWW.ULTSPORTS.COM 


Tackles 
1. TONY BOSELLI 


JACKSONVILLE 
HT: 6-7 WT: 323 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Southern California 


RUN BLOCK 
IN-LINE 
ABILITY 

TO ADJUST 


Scout: He's in that Anthony Munoz, Ron 
Yary class of great athletes. He’s an out- 
standing pass blocker, an outstanding run 
blocker. He can handle a defensive end by 
himself, he can reach the seven-technique 
guy, and that’s without a tight end. Very 
few guys have the athletic ability to reach 
a gap-and-a-half over and still be able to get 
their hips around and turn the guy inside. 
Scout: He's a rare athlete. He plays with 
good power angles—good hip and knee 
flex. He delivers an unbelievable punch in 
pass protection, he stays square. He’s just 
a stud, 


es GRADE: 7.6 


2. LARRY ALLEN 


DALLAS 
HT: 6-3 WT: 326 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Sonoma State 
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RUN BLOCK 
ON MOVE 


Scout: He’s a premier athlete. He’s pow- 
erful, explosive. He’s already proven he 
can pull, adjust, lead the play. get to the 
linebackers. Moving outside might be a 
problem for a lesser athlete, but not him. The 
only thing he has to prove is that he can 
handle the stunts, because there’s a hellu- 
va lot more stunts out there. 

Scout: A real force. A big man who can 
move. He's quick, nifty, bends his knees. 
He’s a load when he hits you. To me, he 
can cover the ground. He’s a natural left 
tackle. 
es GRADE: 7.6 


3. JONATHAN OGDEN 


BALTIMORE 
HT: 6-8 WT: 320 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: UCLA 
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ABILITY 
TO ADJUST 


Scout: The prototype. An outstanding, 
huge athlete. He has the feet and flexibil- 
ity in the hips to go with the strength and 
power in the upper body. To me, he’s a 
little more physical run blocker than Bosel- 
li. He’s got some initial explosion, some 


ABOVE AVERAGE (§NAVERAGENN) BELOW AVERAGE 
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Larry Allen 


nastiness, 

Scout: He has all the pass-blocking tools. 
Where Boselli has that strong punch and 
can keep a rusher at the line of scrimmage, 
this guy relies a little more on finesse. He 
makes a defensive end run the wide are, 
and if the guy tries to get back inside, he’s 
got the arm strength and athleticism to steer 
him into the pile inside. 


ess GRADE: 7.5 
4. TODD STEUSSIE 


MINNESOTA 


HT: 6-6 WT:313 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: California 
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Scout: He’s not quite the athlete Ogden 
and Boselli are, but he’s got awesome 
strength. He’s physical, aggressive. He 
might be the best run-blocking left tackle 
in the league. Against Detroit, he blocked 
down on Luther Elliss and drove him back 
10 yards. 

Scout: He’s a smart, patient pass blocker. 
He’ll take on a pass rusher two or three dif- 
ferent ways. He'll set soft, he'll short-set. 
When he hits you with his hands, it’s like 
a ton of bricks. 


es GRADE: 7.3 


OUTSTANDING 


5. BOB WHITFIELD 


ATLANTA 
HT: 6-5 WT:310 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Stanford 
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Scout: You know the old baseball saying, 
good field, no hit? This guy is all pass block, 
not much run blocking. He can reach and 
do the hook block, but he isn’t going to 
knock anyone off the ball. He just doesn’t 
have a real aggressive nature. 

Scout: He’s an outstanding pass protector. 
He’s light on his feet for a big man, he’s got 
exceptionally long arms. At times, he'll 
lose focus. He'll relax a bit, maybe lose 
interest, and it'll cost him. 


SSeS GRADE: 7.0 


G. LEON SEARCY 


JACKSONVILLE 
HT: 6-4 WT:313 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Miami 


IN-LINE 
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Scout: He’s a good short-set pass blocker, 
he stuns rushers with his hand punch, stops 


them in their tracks. But it’s his run block- 
ing that’s special. He’s strong, physical, 
explosive. He can handle a defensive end 
by himself. He’s not a consistent second- 
level guy, but I’ve seen him push the end 
into the linebacker on several occasions. 
Scout: He’s an ass kicker. He has some 
limitations athletically, he’s a little tight, a 
little stiff, but he’s a brawler. He brings it 
four quarters, 60 minutes. At times, his 
aggressiveness will get him in trouble, both 
run and pass. He'll lunge, overextend. 


es GRADE: 7.0 
‘7. RICHMOND WEBB 


MIAMI 
HT: 6-6 WT:303 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Texas A&M 
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Scout: Big-framed guy. Long arms, excel- 
lent feet. A gifted pass protector. He does- 
n't come off in the running game as well 
as you'd like. With the Dolphins’ empha- 
sis on running the ball this year, itll be 
interesting to see how he responds. 
Scout: He’s an athletic big man like Whit- 
field, He’s got a similar approach to run 
blocking. He’s not going to knock you off 
the ball. He’s going to finesse you, posi- 
tion and turn you. 


es GRADE: 6.3 
8. WILLIAM ROAF 


NEW ORLEANS 
HT: 6-5 WT: 300 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Louisiana Tech 
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Scout: He gave us fits two years ago, but 
he wasn’t himself last year, He was at least 
30 pounds overweight. He was sluggish, 
heavy-footed. He spent too much time on 
the ground. The athletic pass rushers had 
a field day against him. 

Scout: He's a powerful man. He’s aggres- 
sive, physical. He wants to get after you, 
punish you. To me, he’s more of a right 
tackle than left tackle. He has quick feet, 
but he has trouble with the better pass rush- 
ers. He'll try to overpunch, he'll get his 
weight forward. He always seems to be in 
a recovery mode. 


GRADE: 6.7 


9. GARY ZIMMERMAN 


DENVER 
HT: 6-6 WT: 294 NFL Seasons: 12 
College: Oregon 


Scout: The old man can still play. He’s like 
the Elway of offensive linemen. When he 
was young, he was so much better than 
everybody else that when he slipped. he 
slipped to a point that he’s still better than 
most. 

Scout: He’s steady. He has good strength, 
good feet, good balance. He plays real 


square. He knows his opponents. He’s never 


been an explosive run blocker, and at this 
stage he'll have an occasional problem with 
speed rushers, 


Ms GRADE: 6.6 V 


10. PAUL GRUBER 


TAMPA BAY 
HT: 6-5 WT: 296 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Wisconsin 


Scout: He’s not as big as some of the peo- 
ple playing the game today, and he’s lost 
some of the outstanding athleticism he 
brought into the league. But he’s a skilled 
technician. He keeps a good base both run 
and pass, he uses his hands well, and he 


OUTSTANDING 


Jonathan Ogden 


anticipates. He's seen it all. 

Scout: He’s still a quality tackle. He can’t 
move his feet like he used to, he can’t get 
out front anymore, but he’s an efficient 
player. At this point, the best part of his 
game is probably between his ears. 


es GRADE: 6.5 


11. ERIK WILLIAMS 


DALLAS 
HT: 6-6 WT: 324 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Central State 


RUN BLOCK 
IN-LINE 


Scout: A real mauler. As physical a run 
blocker as there is, But the injuries and lack 
of conditioning are catching up to him. He 
can’t go the whole season anymore or even 
the whole game. By the end of the third 
quarter, he’s a revolving door in pass pro- 
tection, He can’t recover worth a damn. 
Scout: He's a little top-heavy, a little stiffer 
now, but he still wants to get his hands on 
you and take your head off. He still wants 
to intimidate you. The problem is, he 
doesn’t have the ability to back it up like 


he used to. At this point. he’s still a good 
player, but not a great one. 


es GRADE: 6.5 V 


12. ROSS VERBA 


GREEN BAY 
HT: 6-4 WT: 295 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: lowa 


Scout: He's strong, well-balanced, a bet- 
ter athlete than you think. But forget that 
stuff. This kid has outstanding instincts. 
He looked like he'd been playing in the 
league for 10 years. Nothing fooled him. 
Scout: Mean, physical kid. Smart. Solid 
in all phases. He has some limitations. He's 
not a great athlete, he’s not a dancer, He's 
going to try to lock your ass up and bury 
you. He’s a “hands-on” player. 


ee GRADE: 6.5 A 


13. BRAD HOPKINS 
TENNESSEE 


HT: 6-3 WT: 306 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Illinois 


Scout: Quick-footed guy. A natural knee- 
bender. He looked a little heavier last year, 
a little slower to recover in pass protection. 
Maybe the inconsistencies at quarterback 
had something to do with that. He didn’t 
always know where the quarterback was 
going to be back there. 

Scout: He has outstanding feet. He's a 
dancer all the way. When it comes to run 
blocking, he’s not that physical or aggres- 
sive. He’s going to try and sereen, get in the 
way. 


as GRADE: 6.4 
14. KOREY STRINGER 


MINNESOTA 
HT: 6-4 WT: 339 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: He's surprisingly light on his feet. 
If you watched him play basketball you 
wouldn't believe it. He’s an incredible ath- 
lete. If he'd lose 30 pounds and improve his 
work habits, he'd be a legitimate Pro- 
Bowler. 

Scout: He’s fat, lazy. But he’s better than 
most of the tackles in the league. He can 
bury you if you try to take him head up, and 
forget about trying to bull-rush him, You've 
got to make him move. make him change 
direction. 


es GRADE: 6.4 
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15. JOHN JACKSON 
SAN DIEGO 


HT: 6-6 WT: 297 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Eastern Kentucky 
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Scout: He’s not the athlete he was, he’s not 
as explosive, notas agile. But he’s a smarter 
player now. He knows his limitations, and 
he’s going to do everything he can not to 
get in position to be beat. 

Scout: When he came into the league, he 
was an aggressive kid, a physical run block- 
er. He's & position guy now, and he sets 
softer, too, He's strictly a finesse player. 


Me GRADE: 6.3 V 


1G. BRUCE ARMSTRONG 


NEW ENGLAND 
HT: 6-4 WT: 295 NFL Seasons: 11 
College: Louisville 


ABILITY 
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Scout: He's lost a step, but he’s smart, expe- 
rienced. He can pretty much anticipate a read 
by the lean or what have you, and he has 
enough athletic ability to get himself in posi- 
tion to handle what he’s read, what he’s seen. 
Scout: He probably has a few productive 
years left. He takes a lot of pride in matchups 
and doesn't like to get a lot of help. He has 
better games against better players. Run 
blocking is the weakest part of his game. 
He’s strictly a position guy. 


ee GRADE: 6.3 ¥ 


17. JAMES WILLIAMS 


CHICAGO 
HT: 6-7 WT: 340 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Cheyney State 


Scout: Massive. The prototypical right 
tackle. When he’s healthy, he’s as good a 
run blocker as there is in the league. He’s 
flat overpowering. Pass-blocking, that's 
another story. He’s got the great reach, but 
he doesn’t have the agility, instincts or the 
patience. The better rushers set him up (for 
moves). 

Scout: He can be dominant when he’s moti- 
vated. In the past, he’s held up pretty well 
in pass protection. It’s a long way around 
him. But he struggled some last year. He got 
beat upfield. 
es GRADE: 6.2 


18. WAYNE GANDY 


ST. LOUIS 
HT: 6-4 WT: 292 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Auburn 


OUTSTANDING 


IN-LINE 
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Scout: The light went on. He improved as 
much as any player I saw. He’s not domi- 
nating, but (Jim) Hanifan got a hold of him 
and got him to bend his knees, stay low 
and move more like an athlete. Shoot, the 
year before he was a straight-legged revolv- 
ing door in pass protection. 

Scout: He never had the kind of quickness 
or feet you need at left tackle. The move to 
the right side was a good one for him. He's 
a heavy hit guy, not only in terms of his 
drive blocking. He can short-set and real- 
ly punch out. 


EE GRADE: 6.0 


19. ORLANDO PACE 


ST. LOUIS 
HT: 6-7 WT: 334 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: If he doesn’t have all the tools then 
I haven't seen it. He’s powerful, explosive. 
He's got quick feet, he can adjust, recov- 
er. He's smart, he’s nasty. Once in a while 
he got caught with a hard inside rush. He 
wouldn't punch out with his right hand. 
He’s got to learn to use both his hands and 
get better position, and he will. 

Scout: For a guy his size, he’s got out- 
standing agility, outstanding mobility. He 
had some trouble with stunts and stuff, his 
techniques weren't always textbook, but 
he's got the raw material and work habits 
to be a dominant guy. An All-Pro guy. 


ME GRADE: 6.0 A 


20. WALTER JONES 


SEATTLE 
HT: 6-5 WT: 290 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Florida State 


5 an 


Scout: Quick feet. Loose hips. A smooth 
mover. Athletically, hell remind you of a 
young Paul Gruber. The mental part of his 
game isn’t there yet, though. He was slow 
reacting to stunts, games, things he hadn't 
seen. That should come with exposure. 


es GRADE: 6.0 A 


21. WILLIE ANDERSON 


CINCINNATI 
HT: 6-5 WT:325 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Auburn 


Scout: He's a tough, physical guy who's 
going to try to maul your ass. He’s going 
to get his hands on you and move you. As 
a pass protector, he’s a little stiff. They've 
got him on the night side now. 


es GRADE: 6.0 A 


STRENGTH OF POSITION * * 


1. RANDALL McDANIEL 


MINNESOTA 
HT: 6-3 WT: 277 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Arizona State 
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Scout: Great athlete. You won't find any 
lineman who's a better athlete. He proba- 
bly still runs under 4.8. At this point, he’s 
more efficient than dominating. He doesn’t 
waste a lot of movement. He knows all the 
tricks. 

Scout: He’s a killer. He can still explode 
on somebody coming out of his stance and 
make it look easy. Pass-blocking, he can 
handle all kinds of rushes. I’ve seen him 
block two guys on one play. He hits the 
initial guy, another guy’s blitzing through 
the hole, he sticks one hand out and wham, 
he stops the guy dead. He’s got to have the 
heaviest hands in the league. 


es GRADE: 7.1 V 


2. DAVE SZOTT 


KANSAS CITY 
HT: 6-4 WT: 290 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Penn State 
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Scout: He’s a sound technician, he’s smart. 
He has very good vision and awareness on 
the inside, he has a feel and a patience for 
pass-blocking, but to me run-blocking is 
his forte. He’s been outstanding in-line, 
outstanding in that zone blocking scheme. 
Scout: He’s tough, a real competitive guy, 
yet he’s under control. He plays with lever- 
age, he keeps his base. At times he'll have 
trouble with a big man, a power guy, But 
he adjusts, he compensates. 


es GRADE: 7.0 
3. STEVE WISNIEWSKI 


OAKLAND 
HT: 6-4 WT: 295 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Penn State 
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Scout: He’s a thug. Real physical. aggres- 
sive. A hands-on blocker. He’s at his best 
straight ahead. When he first came out, he 
was a real good athlete. But he’s gotten 
bigger, heavier, and he’s lost some body 
snap, some flexibility. He’s more of a 
straight-legged pass blocker now. 

Scout: He's smart, tough. He’s so tough 
that he'll often make it a personal battle 
with an opponent, and it becomes a fist 
fight. He‘ll get the guy so wrapped up in 
kicking his ass that he'll forget about mak- 
ing plays. 
es GRADE: 6.9 


4. RUBEN BROWN 
BUFFALO 


HT: 6-3 WT: 304 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Pittsburgh 
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RUN BLOCK 
ON MOVE 
ABILITY 

TO ADJUST 


Scout: A strong sum-bitch. An all-day suck- 
er. He's explosive, he hits on the rise, he plays 
with a good base. When he came in, he 
wasn't a particularly good pass blocker, 
but he’s an asset now. On film against War- 
ren Sapp, who can really bring it, he just 
sits there and holds his ground, 

Scout: A tough, physical player. Brute- 
strong, balanced. A load when he locks on, 
If you can keep him covered, he’s a good 
pass blocker, He can anchor. At times, 
movement hurts him, If you get some twists, 
some good twists, or get a good quick ath- 
lete on him, he'll have some trouble. 


es GRADE: 6.7 


5. BRUCE MATTHEWS 

TENNESSEE 

HT: 6-5 WT: 298 NFL Seasons: 15 
College: Southern California 


RUN BLOCK 
ON MOVE 
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Scout: He's never been a Randall McDaniel- 
type athlete. He’s a balance-and-control 
guy. He plays with a good base. uses his 
hands well. If you watch 40 tapes of him, 
you'll never see him open his hips to an 
opponent. He always stays square to the 
line of scrimmage, square to his opponent, 
and he's always in good position. 

Scout: Smart guy. Real strong in the upper 
body. A great leverage player. He doesn’t 
waste a lot of movement out there, He's 
real efficient. 


es GRADE: 6.7 Vv 
G. JEFF HARTINGS 


DETROIT 


HT: 6-3 WT: 283 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Penn State 


RUN BLOCK 
IN-LINE 


OUTSTANDING 


Scout: He's going to be a premier player. 
He’s like Randall McDaniel in that he’s got 
such great athleticism he can compensate 
for his lack of size. 

Scout: Terrific athlete. Smooth technician. 
He plays with knee-bend, leverage. He can 
pick up the linebacker, pull and adjust toa 
moving target. He’s a good pass blocker— 
straight back, good punch. The only limi- 
tation is his size. You'd like for him to be 
bigger. 


EE GRADE: 6.6 A 


7. WILL SHIELDS 


KANSAS CITY 
HT: 6-3 WT: 308 NFL Seasons: 5 
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Scout: He's a helluvan athlete. He's got 
some pop and punch to him. He runs well. 
he’s quick-footed. If you saw our game. 
you'd say, “Jeez, this guy does belong in 
the Pro Bowl.” But he’s not consistently 
productive, especially pass-blocking. His 
short arms are a limitation, and stunts still 
give him some trouble. 

Scout: He's athletic, he can make all the 
blocks. He can adjust, recover. The nega- 
tive with this guy is he doesn’t always play 
under control. He'll get his weight too far 
forward, or get over-aggressive on a punch. 


EE pe GRADE: 6.6 
8. PETE KENDALL 


SEATTLE 
HT: 6-5 WT: 292 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Boston College 
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ABILITY 
TO ADJUST 


Scout: Smart, athletic. A high-motor play- 
er. He's kind of a lightweight, but he keeps 
a good base and uses his hands to advan- 
tage on both run and pass. The thing I like 
the best is his tenacity. He really stays after 
his blocks. 

Scout: He’s a knee-bender. He adjusts cas- 
ily, stays on his feet. He's good on pulls. If 
you watch him on tape, you'd think you 
were watching a five-year guy. He plays 
confidently and makes very few mistakes. 


es GRADE: 6.5 A 
9. MARK SCHLERETH 


DENVER 
HT: 6-3 WT: 278 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: idaho 


IN-LINE 
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Scout: He's exceptionally strong. He dri- 
ves people off the ball. He recovers with 


ABOVE AVERAGE 


strength. Most guys his age have a feel for 
position and angles, but he can dig people 
out of a hole and turn them. He takes over 
combos. He's still got some reach quick- 
ness. 

Scout: Brawler. Might have the most pow- 
erful arms and hands in the game. People 
have a hard time getting off him. The draw- 
back is, of course, those 12 knee surgeries. 


es GRADE: 6.4 
10. KEVIN DONNALLEY 


MIAMI 


HT: 6-5 WT: 305 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: North Carolina 
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Scout: Big widebody. Real strong. He’s 
not very pretty, he’s kind of stiff in the hips, 
he doesn't have much explosion, but he’s 
pretty damn productive. He can wall off 
and position people, he can anchor. As long 
as they don’t try to play him outside and 
expose his athletic limitations, he'll be an 
asset for them. 

Scout: He's a solid guy. He’s strong. tough, 
stays on his feet, finishes. He’s not the nifti- 
est guy, but he gets the job done. 


es GRADE: 6.4 


11. WILL WOLFORD 


PITTSBURGH 
HT: 6-5 WT: 295 NFL Seasons: 12 
College: Vanderbilt 


Scout; He's not a physical guy. He's not 
going to blow you out. He's a smart play- 
er. He knows the angles and relies on his 
athletic ability to get in good football posi- 
tion to make his blocks. 

Scout: When he was up in Buffalo he was 
the prototypical, light-on-his-feet left tack- 
le. He could handle speed, movement. He 
was like a damn dancing bear. At this point, 
he’s lost some of that athleticism, but he’s 
like Jack) Nicklaus. He's still got enough 
to be better than most. 


Ee GRADE: 6.3 ¥ 


12. KEVIN GOGAN 


SAN FRANCISCO 
HT: 6-7 WT: 325 NFL Seasons: 11 
College: Washington 


Scout: Big. physical guy. Real strong hands. 
Brings an attitude. He'll fight you, knock 
you down. He doesn’t really fit San Fran- 
cisco’s offense that well. He’s a zone block- 


BELOW AVERAGE 


er type. He’s better equipped for a Wash- 
ington or a Chicago. 

Scout: He isn’t much of an athlete. He's 
suff, upright. But he’s a highly productive 
pass blocker. He makes use of his size and 
long, strong arms to lock out rushers. He 
really takes advantage of all the new rules. 


es GRADE: 6.3 


13. RAY BROWN 


SAN FRANCISCO 
HT: 6-5 WT:315 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Arkansas State 


Scout: Big, strong and stiff. More than a 
little nasty. He doesn’t have that good lat- 
eral quickness and change-of-direction he 
used to, But if he gets his hands on you, 
he’s going to maul you and hold you. 
Scout: He’s a warrior in decline. Like 
Gogan, he’s more of a big zone-blocking 
guy. If you get his big body moving in one 
direction, he has a hard time coming back 
the other way. 


Ee GRADE: 6.2 V 
OUTSTANDING 


| 


Ruben Brown 


14. BEN COLEMAN 


JACKSONVILLE 
HT: 6-5 WT:325 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Wake Forest 


Scout: He's a big man with exceptionally 
long arms and good feet. He can mirror 
and slide. He doesn’t open his hips when 
a rusher changes direction, and he'll show 
you an athletic approach on his run blocks, 
He'll come off the ball with step, dip and 
strike. The only thing that bothers me about 
him is he doesn’t have that killer instinct. 
He’s kind of passive at times. 


GRADE: 6.2 


15. JEFF BLACKSHEAR 


BALTIMORE 
HT: 6-6 WT:323 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Northeast Louisiana 


Scout: He can’t dance. He kicks himself in 
the ankles when he walks. But he’s a big, 
powerful man. If he gets his hands on you, 
he can lock you up and guide and steer you 
away from the ball. 

Scout: Massive guy. A better run blocker 
than pass blocker. He isn't explosive. He 
just engulfs people. He'll position, wall 
and turn everything dark. To me, he’s bet- 
ter than most of the other huge guards 
because his balance is better. 


es GRADE: 6.1 
1G. RON STONE 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
HT: 6-5 WT: 325 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Boston College 


Scout: For a huge guy, he’s got good feet, 
good hips. He can move, adjust. You watch 
him one game and say, “He's a top guy.” 
You watch him the next week and say. “He's 
a slug.” The only thing consistent about 
him is his inconsistency. 


GRADE: 6.1 


17. MATT O’DWYER 


NEW YORK JETS 
HT: 6-5 WT: 294 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Northwestern 


Scout: He's a nasty sum-bitch. A back street 
brawler type. He's going to try and intimi- 
date you. He's going to fight your ass and 
hope that you give up first. But he is limit- 
ed. He’s got some tightness, and sometimes 
his strength and physical play can’t com- 
pensate for his ordinary athletic ability. 


ee GRADE: 6.1 


STRENGTH OF POSITION *«** 


1. DERMONTTI DAWSON 


PITTSBURGH 
HT: 6-2 WT: 288 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Kentucky 


RUN BLOCK 
ON MOVE 
ABILITY 

TO ADJUST 


Scout: He’s an outstanding athlete. He gets 
on top of a guy in a blink. It’s snap, wham, 
boom, and he’s in superior position. Play- 
to-play, game-to-game, he plays with as 
good a leverage as any offensive lineman 
in the league. He really knows how to con- 
trol himself. 
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Scout: Great first step, quick feet, quick 
hands. He can get the snap hand up almost 
as fast.as the free hand, For me. two things 
really set him apart. His mobility on pulls 
and outside blitz pickup, and his balance. 
He stays on his feet and redirects so well 
in both run and pass. He just rides you past 
the play. 


es GRADE: 7.5 


2. TOM NALEN 
DENVER 


HT: 6-3 WT: 280 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Boston College 
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ABILITY 
TO ADJUST 


Scout: Quick, agile. Stronger than you 
think. He’s the epitome of position block- 
ers, He's always between the defender and 
the quarterback or ballcarrier. To me. he’s 
one of the three or four best in the game. 
Scout: He's not that big a guy, but he plays 
strong. A lot of that has to do with his angles 
and his leverage. If you were to ask. “Is he 
better run or pass?” I'd have to say he’s a 
better pass protector right now. He really 
coordinates his hands and feet well. 


a GRADE: 7.1 


3. MARK STEPNOSKI 
TENNESSEE 


HT: 6-2 WT: 269 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Pittsburgh 


Scout: He's not an explosive, rock-you- 
back type. He plays with excellent lever- 
age and technique. He gets his hands on 
you quickly, he keeps his feet under him, 
and he's got the good functional strength 
to sustain. 

Scout: Quick. Agile. A real sound football 
player. He can position you, finesse you. He 
can adjust in-line, pull, do the things in 
space. His lack of pure bulk is his only real 
drawback. At times he'll have some trou- 
ble with the 310-pounders and need guard 
help. 


es GRADE: 7.0 
4. JEFF CHRISTY 


MINNESOTA 


HT: 6-3 WT: 284 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Pittsburgh 
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Scout: Vastly underrated. A poor man’s 
Dermontti Dawson. He's quick, he’s aggres- 
sive, he’s very smart. He’s better in space 
than most fullbacks, in terms of adjusting 
and picking up movement. When it comes 


to blocking for the run in-line, he’s at a dis- 
advantage size and strength-wise, but he’s 
a pest. He never quits. 

Scout: He’s an undersized technician. He 
bends his knees, he’s got great feet. He’s very 
intelligent. It looks like the line of scrim- 
mage is very orderly and I always attribute 
that to the center. 


SSE GRADE: 6.7 
5. TIM RUDDY 


MIAMI 
HT: 6-3 WT: 290 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Notre Dame 


Scout: He's a quality guy. He's tough, 
smart. He'll practice and play hurt. He'll fight 
you, hold you, do everything he can to get 
it done. He’s not going to back off from 
anyone or anything. 

Scout: He's undersized but strong. He’s 
got good punch. But the best part of his 
game is above the neck. He knows angles 
and how to gain leverage. He'll have some 
mismatches against people like Gilbert 
Brown and Ted Washington, but he gets 
himself in the right position. 


se Se GRADE: 6.7 
G. KEVIN MAWAE 


NEW YORK JETS 
HT: 6-4 WT: 293 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Louisiana State 


Pale 


Scout: Most centers will face up on you. 
They'll dance with you, screen you. Not 
this guy. He'll come out and hit you. And 
drive you. He’s pumping his arms, pump- 
ing his legs. He gets movement at the point 
of attack. 

Scout: He’s got some athleticism. He's got 
it good base, good functional strength. The 
thing that really stands out about him, 
though, is his feistiness. He's a fighter. He'll 
try to out-nasty you. 


a GRADE: 6.6 


7. WALLY WILLIAMS 


BALTIMORE 


HT: 6-2 WT: 305 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Florida A&M 


Scout: He doesn’t look the part. He looks 
like a dumpy fat ass out there. But he’s a 
good athlete. He can move his feet, stay in 
front of people. He can get to the second 
level, he can block in space. For my money, 
he’s a far more productive player than 


(Steve) Everitt. 

Scout: He’s really an underrated guy. He's 
strong, agile, balanced. He gets into his 
blocks quickly. He’s got good hand punch, 
good mirror in pass protection. At times 
his short arms are a disadvantage against 
bigger people. He'll get “out-leveraged.” 
That's the knock. 
es GRADE: 6.5 


8. TIM GRUNHARD 
KANSAS CITY 


HT: 6-2 WT: 299 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Notre Dame 


Scout: Mauler. Physical, aggressive. He's 
a dominant run blocker in that phone-booth 
area. He can get you on roller-skates and 
knock you off the ball. 

Scout: He doesn’t have the mobility or 
feet of a Dawson or Stepnoski. He’s a hog 
type. But he’s tough and he’s smart. He’s 
quick to recognize the stunts and games, 
and he works real well with the guards. 


SSS eS GRADE: 6.4 
9. TONY MAYBERRY 


TAMPA BAY 
HT: 6-4 WT: 292 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Wake Forest 


Scout: He’s athletic, quick-footed. He's at 
his best pass-blocking. Even though he’s 
kind of high cut, he can bend his knees, get 
leverage, and he’s got one of the longest 
wingspans in the league. And he knows 
how to put it to use. 

Scout: He’s got a quick first step, but 
he’s not an explosive run blocker. He’s a 
position-and-turn guy, more effective on 
the second level than head-up. He can 
make the scoop step to the frontside gap, 
and if the nose tackle or defensive tack- 
le slants away, he picks up the linebacker 
very well. 


a GRADE: 6.4 


10. DAVE WOHLABAUGH 
NEW ENGLAND 


HT: 6-3 WT: 292 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Syracuse 


Scout: A blue-collar guy. An overachiev- 
er. He plays with good strength, good lever- 
age. To me, he can be every bit as good as 
Grunhard. He’s got better feet than Grun- 
hard, a little more snap, and the guys play- 
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ing on either side of him aren’t anywhere 
near as good as Szott or Shields. 

Scout: He's not the athlete Nalen is, but 
he’s a good leverage player. A real sound 
technician. Ted Washington had his way 
with him in the first game, but he did a nice 
job against him in the second game, 


ES GRADE: 6.3 


11. KEVIN GLOVER 


SEATTLE 
HT: 6-2 WT: 282 NFL Seasons: 13 
College: Maryland 


Bik 


Scout: He's still a good athlete. He's still 
got some quickness left. But at this stage, 
his smarts and leadership are probably his 
best attributes. He makes all the calls, ties 
things together. 

Scout: He's slipped. Like a lot of centers 
now, he’s not a very good run blocker. He 
doesn't have the strength, That was never 
his forte anyway. He always just got in the 
way and tried to hold people off. 


ee GRADE: 6.2 V 


12. STEVE EVERITT 


PHILADELPHIA 
HT: 6-5 WT: 290 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Michigan 


Scout: He’s a competitive guy. He's got 
some nasty in him, He'll cut-block on 
you. Aside from a quick first step, he’s 
not the athlete you're looking for. He 
doesn’t have good balance, he plays kind 
of stiff, which may be because he’s had 
back problems. 

Scout: He's slipped. He was a good athlete 
early on, but back problems and a lack of 
dedication have caught up with him. He’s 
a Frank Winters type now. He tries to grab 
and muscle you. He can’t consistently get 
to the second level, he can’t make the reach 
block. 
Ee GRADE: 6.0 


13. FRANK GARCIA 


CAROLINA 
HT: 6-2 WT: 302 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Washington 


Scout: He's undersized, He’s not as ath- 
letic as some of the other smaller centers, 
but he’s a scrapper. He'll fight you sunup 
to sundown, and he’s a smart kid. He’s got 


OUTSTANDING 


he estat sil 


Dermontti Dawson 


a good understanding of angles and lever- 
age and so forth, 


es GRADE: 6.0 


14. BRIAN WILLIAMS 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
HT: 6-5 WT: 300 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Minnesota 


Scout: Big power player. A lot like the guy 
from Kansas City, Grunhard. He wants to 
get his hands into you and steer. If his eye 
(injury) is OK, he could come back and be 
a top-ten guy. 


a NO GRADE + 


15. FRANK WINTERS 


GREEN BAY 
HT: 6-3 WT: 295 NFL Seasons: 11 
College: Western Illinois 


Scout: He's smart, tough, He can’t cover 
more than a foot-and-a-half each direction, 
but he’s very productive. He knows every 
dirty trick there is and then some. He'll 
chop you, he'll hit you late, he'll come 
down and clean off somebody who's mak- 
ing a tackle and try to tear his head off. 
He'll get guys so pissed off and focused 
on beating the crap out of him that they're 
not even interested in who has the ball. 


ee GRADE: 6.0 


GENNAVERAGENNN | 5ELOW AVERAGE 


STRENGTH OF POSITION **x*'; 


1. JOHN RANDLE 
MINNESOTA 


HT: 6-1 WT: 277 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Texas A&M-Kingsville 


Scout: Inside, outside, he’s the best pass 
rusher in the game. He’s got explosive 
quickness off the ball, strong, quick hands. 
He's in constant motion, He'll try any move 
on you—spin, rip, under, over. And he’s so 
damn fast. 

Scout: He likes to play a psychological 
game. Watch him in pre-games. Two hours 
before the game he’s all by himself at mid- 
field working on spin moves, Always talk- 
ing trash to the offensive linemen, Every 
timeout he talks trash. He distracts them. 
He plays mind games with them. 


See GRADE: 7.4 
2. BRYANT YOUNG 


SAN FRANCISCO 


HT: 6-2 WT: 280 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Notre Dame 


Scout: Great initial quickness. Strong hands 
and arms. Non-stop motor. He’s as active as 
any defensive tackle in the league, and he 
might be the smartest. He knows formations, 
he knows backfield sets, he reads stances. 
He’s really got exceptional awareness. 
Scout: There really isn’t anything he can’t 
do. He uses his hands, he’s got a strong hit- 
and-shed, he runs off blocks, he can anchor 
in and neutralize, split double teams. The 
only negative is the height and reach thing. 


EE GRADE: 7.3 


3. WARREN SAPP 
TAMPA BAY 


HT: 6-2 WT: 288 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Miami 


RECOGNITION 


Scout: He's got strength, but that’s not his 
strong point. His game is quickness and 
agility. He can step over trash, chase down 
backs from behind, close on the passer. He 
damn near took apart our offensive line 


single-handedly, 

Scout: Active. Athletic. A fringe type. He's 
turned loose in their scheme and wreaks 
havoc out there. Let me tell you, you're 
much better off running at him than running 
away, because he'll catch your ass. He’s 
got outstanding short-area burst. 


es GRADE: 7.2 
4. LEON LETT 


DALLAS 
HT: 6-6 WT: 291 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Emporia State 


Scout: Physically, athletically, he’s the pro- 
totype. He’s a real force when he’s in there. 
You can’t block him one-on-one with any con- 
sistency. You try to double-team him and it 
doesn’t even matter. This guy can handle 
one side of the offensive line by himself. 
Scout: Hell of an athlete. Explosive off the 
ball. He can run over people, turn his hips 
to get through the hole, knock down pass- 
es. He really disrupts the passing game. If 
their defense was anything less than it's 
been in the past, it’s because they didn’t 
have him. 


es GRADE: 7.1 


5. CHESTER McGLOCKTON 


KANSAS CITY 
HT: 6-4 WT:320 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Clemson 


RECOGNITION 


Scout: He's as good as he wants to be. Just 
a phenomenal big athlete. He can use his 
hands and move his feet down the line of 
scrimmage like he’s playing a piano, He 
can chase backs down from the backside. 
The problem is, he plays about one of every 
four downs, and he’s a bad influence in the 
locker room. 

Scout: He’s a Reggie White-type athlete. 
He’s not just a power player. He’s quick, 
mobile. When he’s motivated, he can do it 
all. There’s nobody who can block him, 
It's just tough to figure out when he wants 
to play. 


es GRADE: 7.1 


G. DANA STUBBLEFIELD 


WASHINGTON 
HT: 6-2 WT: 290 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Kansas 


Scout: He's either red-hot or ice-cold. If 
you remember, he carried those guys (San 
Francisco) for six or seven weeks when 


Young was out, he got a bunch of sacks. 
but he didn’t show up at the end of the year. 
If he brings it on a consistent basis, he'll be 
worthy of that big contract. You just won- 
der if he will. 

Scout: Thick. stumpy guy. Combines real 
good strength and quickness. He can puta 
wiggle on you and beat you with speed, he 
can thump your ass and knock you back to 
the quarterback. To me, though, he’s at his 
best playing the run and stacking at the 
point of attack. He’s got a hell of an anchor 
in there with that big butt 


es GRADE: 7.0 


7 . CORTEZ KENNEDY 
SEATTLE 


HT: 6-3 WT: 293 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Miami 


Scout: When he first came out, he was a big- 
ger Warren Sapp. He’s gained some weight, 
he’s not quite as quick anymore, but he’s 
strong and explosive, and he’s got lateral 
ability as well as north-south ability. He 
can get off the block and make the play 
down the line. 

Scout: He plays with power, quickness, 
balance. He can stack with the best, he 
can separate and change direction, he can 
get upfield. At times he'll coast, which is 
more a product of conditioning than any- 
thing. 


EE GRADE: 7.0 


8. WAYNE MARTIN 


NEW ORLEANS 
HT: 6-5 WT: 275 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Arkansas 


Scout: An edge guy. Real slippery. He gets 
in the gaps and creates chaos. To me, he's 
as smart and instinctive as any player we 
talk about. It’s just uncanny the way he 
reads blocking schemes. 

Scout: He's quick, athletic. He plays with 
good leverage. In that scheme, he’s freed 
up to do what he does best. He'll penetrate, 
sometimes take the A gap, sometimes take 
the B gap and sometimes loop and so forth. 
He doesn't have the bulk to anchor in. 


es GRADE: 6.9 


9. SANTANA DOTSON 
GREEN BAY 


HT: 6-5 WT: 285 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Baylor 
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Scout: Reggie White and Gilbert Brown 
get all the ink, but when you look at the 
tapes, this guy was their best lineman. He's 
athletic, quick. He can take a side and beat 
blockers. He’s the first guy you've got to 
account for, 

Scout: He doesn’t look like the same guy 
who played at Tampa Bay. He’s playing 
with good hip and knee flex, he’s using his 
hands better to get off blocks, he strings 
together an assortment of good rush moves. 
He's very productive, Fundamentally, he's 
made as much improvement as any defen- 
sive lineman in the league. 


es GRADE: 6.8 


10. ERIC SWANN 


ARIZONA 
HT: 6-5 WT: 295 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Wake Technical College 
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OUTSTANDING 


Scout: He's a specimen. He’s got a Hall- 
of-Fame body and tools. But he hasn't 


shown the consistency, and a big part of 


that is, he sll doesn’t know how to play 
the game. He doesn’t study the game, he 
doesn’t read blocking schemes, He’s just 
playing on raw natural ability, 

Scout: He’s got the imposing size, the 
quickness, the change-of-direction. He can 
overpower. To me, he’s a notch below Reg- 
gie White in terms of being able to do every- 
thing, and he’s probably better off at end. 
He doesn’t have the toughness to play down 
inside consistently. 


es GRADE: 6.7 


11. TED WASHINGTON 
BUFFALO 

HT: 6-4 WT:325 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Louisville 


Scout: He's an anchor-point guy with awe- 
some strength. He can actually grab and 
throw centers right out of the hole. And 
even though he doesn’t make sacks, he can 
cave in the pocket and flush out quarter- 
backs. 

Scout: He’s a custom-made nose tackle. 
He can hold the point of attack, stack a 
double team. But to me the most impres- 
sive thing about him is how he throws his 
big body around. Most big guys want to 
stay on their feet. Not him. He's got no 
concern about bodily harm. He makes a lot 
of plays from tackle to tackle. 


(ESE GRADE: 6.6 


12. GILBERT BROWN 


GREEN BAY 
HT: 6-2 WT:325 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Kansas 


ie 


Warren Sapp 


SATIMOVL 


TACKLES / ENDS 


Scout: He can cause you problems when 
he’s healthy and in shape. He can shut down 
the run at him, he can push the pocket. But 
he’s strictly a north-south player, and his lack 
of stamina really showed up in the Super 
Bowl. 

Scout: He's one-dimensional. A point-of- 
attack guy. He can anchor in against a dou- 
ble team and cause a traffic jam, That’s it. 
Just a one-down player, and if he can’t 
push himself away from the table, he'll be 
a memory. 


EG RADE: 6.6 


13. JOEL STEED 
PITTSBURGH 


HT: 6-2 WT: 300 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Colorado 


Scout: He’s a first- and second-down run 
defender. He can hold the point of attack, 
he can stack a double team. Basically, he 
keeps the linebackers clean. If you're look- 
ing for him to get pressure on the quarter- 
back, you're going to be disappointed. He 
can’t penetrate because he can’t separate 
quickly enough from blockers, and he 
doesn’t seem able to get the leverage to 
push the pocket. 

Scout: Stout run defender. Can anchor and 
grab, He's tough, disciplined. He’s not an 
impact player, He hauls the dirt, he doesn’t 
take the money to the bank. 


ee GRADE: 6.5 


14. KEITH HAMILTON 
NEW YORK GIANTS 


HT: 6-6 WT: 285 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Pittsburgh 
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Scout: Straight-line power player. Real 
strong upper body. The best thing he does 
is push the pocket. He'll rip or swim off 
a bull-rush, he'll get his long arms up to 
obscure the passing lanes. Against the 
run, he doesn’t have that good, low cen- 
ter of gravity you like to see in an inside 
guy. He plays too high, exposes too much 
body. 

Scout: He's a good athlete for a huge man, 
He’s strong at the point of attack. He uses 
his hands to control the blocker. He's got 
short area pursuit ability. When he’s attack- 
ing a gap, he can get things done. He's not 
a read-and-anchor guy. 


EE GRADE: 6.5 


15. HENRY THOMAS 
NEW ENGLAND 


HT: 6-2 WT: 277 NFL Seasons: 11 
College: Louisiana State 


OUTSTANDING 


RUN 
DEFENSE 
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Scout: He's slipping. He's been in the thick 
of it for 12 years now, but he’s still pro- 
ductive. He’s got quick, strong hands, He’s 
a good leverage player against the run, and 
he still shows initial quickness and all the 
moves in pass rush. He’s no picnic to sin- 
gle block. 

Scout: He’s strong for his size, he’s quick 
and active. He'll jump around blocks. You’ve 
gotto finish him. The big difference between 
him now and five years ago is he can’t go 
full throttle for more than 35 or 40 plays 
anymore. 


ME GRADE: 6.4 V 


1G. KEITH TRAYLOR 


DENVER 
HT: 6-2 WT: 315 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Central Oklahoma 


Scout: He’s a blown-up linebacker with 
good ball instincts. He sees the ball well. 
he keeps his head up. He’s got real good 
strength, a quick first step. His motor ran 
all year. At this point, I'm not ready to do 
backflips, but if he plays next year like he 
did this year, I'll push him up there. 


SSeS GRADE: 6.4 


17. LUTHER ELLISS 
DETROIT 


HT: 6-5 WT: 291 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Utah 


RUN 
DEFENSE 
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Scout: Big, physical tackle. A lunch buck- 
et and flashlight guy. Plays hard every down. 
He'll force the double team because of his 
size and toughness, but he’s strictly a bull- 
rusher. He’s got concrete in his hips. He 
gets pushed by a lot more quarterbacks than 
he sacks. 

Scout: He’s a solid young player. He’s got 
good size and bulk, he shows some athlet- 
ic ability, but right now he plays too tall 
and he’s too pass-rush conscious, He's got 
the mindset of an edge rusher and he gets 
walled and screened a lot. 


ee GRADE: 6.3 


18. Tim BOWENS 


MIAMI 
HT: 6-4 WT:310 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Mississippi 


Scout: Big, strong guy. Real physical. He's 
in the right scheme because Jimmy basi- 
cally wants the ends to be pass rushers and 
the inside guys to be the run stoppers. He's 
not someone who'll create havoc with speed. 
You have to know where he is in the run- 
ning game and try not to have your guard 
singled up on him. 


es GRADE: 6.2 


19. DAN WILKINSON 
WASHINGTON 


HT: 6-5 WT: 313 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: He's got Eric Swann-type tools. He 
can run, he’s got strength, explosion. But 
he plays dumb, He still hasn’t seen the trap. 
If the light ever goes on with this guy, he 
could be a dominant player. But he hasn’t 
done anything yet. 

Scout: He’s got excellent size and strength, 
excellent quickness for a big man, But he 
always appears to be out of control. Once 
he starts going one way, he struggles to 
change direction. He's like a big boulder 
rolling down the hill. 


es GRADE: 6.1 


20. D’MARCO FARR 
ST. LOUIS 


HT: 6-1 WT: 270 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Washington 


RUN 
DEFENSE 
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Scout: A poor man’s John Randle. Excep- 
tionally quick off the ball. Fast feet and 
hands. You've got to be damn sure you've 
got a blocking scheme for him, especially 
on pass downs. Obviously his size works 
against him. He’s not a guy who's going 
to be able to anchor in and hold the point. 
He's got to be moving. 


a GRADE: 6.1 


STRENGTH OF POSITION **'), 


1. BRUCE SMITH 


BUFFALO 
HT: 6-4 WT: 273 NFL Seasons: 13 
College: Virginia Tech 


RECOGNITION 


Scout: Rare athlete. Still has the ability to 
carry a team on his shoulders. When you 
think of him, you think pass rush, but he can 


BELOW AVERA 


Rankings of the Top Late Telephone Services, 
The truth about monitors. 
Newsletters vs. Telephone Services, 
How to win on your own, 
How to Bet Legally on Sports. 
~] International Sports Book Rankings, 


Are you overwhelmed 
by all the sports 
Service ads every year? 


Don’t be! Get the nation’s most 

comprehensive, detailed report on the 
good, the bad, and the ugly of the sports 
handicapping industry all in one guide. 


The FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE is 
the one essential tool for all gridiron 
bettors. It will take you behind the 

scenes and show you the real 

performances of over 100 of the 

most prominent sports services 
throughout America — complete with 
profiles on their records, reputations, owners, the 
public’s comments and countless other insights that 
will guide you skillfully toward a successful season. This 
review is jam packed with vital information that will 
enable you to distinguish the legitimate sports services 
from the disreputable ones, plus invaluable information 
on where to bet legally and safely over the telephone. 


This seventh big annual edition will lay out for you all 
the inside information about who's on top and who's a 
flop in the handicapping world, all for only $3.95. 


Don’t make another play without reading the 
FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. It’s your key to a 
winning season! 


Call to order toll free: 


CALL TOLL FREE 800-413-3930! 
OR CLIP AND MAM THE GOUPOM TODAY! 


Mail to: FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE 
4102 E. 7th Street, Long Beach, CA 90804 


Yes! Please send me a copy of the 1998 FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. 
Enclosed is my check for $3.95, plus $2.00 S & H. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE, ZIP 


Willie McGinest 


you don’t get a good solid block on him, 
he’s going to beat the block and make the 
play. 

Scout: He’s an outstanding pass rusher. He 
can go inside, outside, over the top. He 
can't be single-blocked. For me, he’s the best 
football player I've seen regardless of posi- 
tion. He may be on the downside, but he still 
makes plays from sideline to sideline. He's 
sull hungry. He’s capable of dominating 
any ballgame, 


es GRADE: 7.5 


2. ROBERT PORCHER 
DETROIT 


HT: 6-4 WT: 270 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: South Carolina State 


RECOGNITION 


| 48 


play the run, too. He’s so quick to shed. If 


at = 
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Scout: He can play tackle or end, He gets 
by inside because he plays with good upper- 
body strength and leverage, good hand posi- 
tion, and he uses his athleticism to 
compensate for his lack of size and bulk. 
But to me he’s better suited outside because 
of his quickness off the edge and the lever- 
age he gets on counter moves. 

Scout: Highly competitive. Outstanding 
arm length. Real good mobility. He can 
take on and handle the tight end, but he 
doesn’t handle the double team very well. 
What he does best is rush the passer. He’s 
got a great first step and an assortment of 
moves and tricks to get by you, 


es GRADE: 7.1 


3. SEAN GILBERT 


CAROLINA 
HT: 6-5 WT:310 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Pittsburgh 


AVERAGE 


Scout: He's got the classic size. He's ath- 
letic. He can get in the quarterback’s face. 
anchor in against the run. But he’s a three- 
quarters player. He wears down because 
he’s not that strong or durable. He’s not a 
weight-lifting guy. 

Scout: He’s an every-down guy. He can 
rush the passer, shut down the running 
game. He can line up at tackle or end, In 
that 3-4, the ends play more like tackles, 
and that might suit him real well. The big 
knock on him has always been that up- 
and-down thing. He can look as bad as he 
does good. 


LSSSESINO GRADE 


4. MICHAEL SINCLAIR 
SEATTLE 


HT: 6-4 WT: 267 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Eastern New Mexico 


RUN 
DEFENSE 
RECOGNITION 


Scout: He's quick, mobile, slippery. He'll 
throw a lot of moves at you—slaps, spins, 
all that stuff. He really has a feel for getting 
off the block and pressuring the quarterback. 
Scout: He’s primarily an upfield guy, but 
he plays the run a little stronger than most 
of the speed-rush lightweights. He uses 
his hands effectively, plays with good 
leverage, and he’s active in chase-and- 
pursuit. 

= SSS GRADE: 7.0 


5. REGGIE WHITE 


GREEN BAY 
HT: 6-5 WT: 300 NFL Seasons: 13 
College: Tennessee 


Scout: He's not an 80-play guy anymore. 
He can’t dominate a game from start to fin- 
ish. He needs to rest and pick his spots. But 
on those big plays, the big third downs, the 
fourth-and-one when it becomes crucial, he 
still has the ability to rise to the occasion. 
Scout: He's still an all-time great, he set 
the standard, but he’s wearing down quick- 
ly. He’s relying on power and savvy now. 
You don’t see the explosiveness. 


EE GRADE: 6.9 V 


G. WILLIE McGINEST 


NEW ENGLAND 
HT: 6-5 WT: 255 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Southern California 


Scout: He’s fast, he’s got a great first step. 
He's got that ability Charles Haley had to 


BELOW AVERAGE 


set a guy up. He'll take that outside step, 
then come back to the inside, and then he'll 
do the opposite, step with the inside foot, 
then go to the outside. He'll get that tack- 
le leaning, then just blow by him. He’s as 
quick and explosive on that counter move 
as anybody in the league. 

Scout: Very, very quick. Long arms. An 
edge-rusher type. You can get after him in 
the running game at times. He can get 
pushed around, But they'll get a secondary 
player involved to try to keep you from 
running at him, 
a GRADE: 6.8 


‘7 . MICHAEL STRAHAN 
NEW YORK GIANTS 


HT: 6-4 WT: 268 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Texas Southern 


RECOGNITION 


Scout: He doesn’t look the part. He’s got a 
dumpy looking body, but he’s quick off the 
mark, he’s got clever rush techniques. He'll 
beat some of the lesser tackles with his ath- 
letic ability, and he'll outfox some of the 
better tackles. Still, you can’t rate him up 
there with the top outside rushers. He does- 
n't have that kind of speed and athleticism. 
Scout: He’s quick, he’s got strong hands. 
He's got the ability to separate with his 
hands and make the second move. That's 
the secret to his pass rush. 


es GRADE: 6.6 


8. CHIDI AHANOTU 


TAMPA BAY 
HT: 6-2 WT: 283 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: California 


RECOGNITION 


Scout: Real active. Great hands and great 
feet. He'll show blockers a lot of moves 
and motion on pass rush, He'll make plays 
in pursuit. His shortcomings show up at 
the point of attack. He'll get engulfed by 
big bodies at times. 

Scout: He's compact, quick, agile. He uses 
his hands well to play off blocks, he redi- 
rects easily, He makes a lot of plays on both 
run and pass. If he had two more inches 
and 20 more pounds, he'd be near the top 
of the list. He’s quite an athlete. 


BSS GRADE: 6.6 


9. JOE JOHNSON 

NEW ORLEANS 

HT: 6-4 WT: 270 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Louisville 


RECOGHITION 


Scout: He's got size. He’s got real good 
hand use, he keeps people off his feet. 
He'll anchor in fairly well against the run, 
but rushing the passer is his strong point. 
He's quick off the ball, instinctive. If he 
got a little stronger and developed better 
off-field work habits, he could be out- 
standing, 

Scout: He’s solid. He can rush the pass- 
er, hold the point of attack, stack. But you 
don’t see him consistently coming off 
blocks and making plays on the outside 
or flattening down on the inside and tak- 
ing away the cutbacks. To me, he’s kind 
of lazy. 


ee GRADE: 6.6 


10. KEVIN CARTER 


ST. LOUIS 
HT: 6-5 WT: 274 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Florida 


Scout: He’s a gifted athlete. He’s every- 
thing you want in terms of size, speed, 
quickness, agility, lateral movement, intel- 
ligence. But he’s a passive player. He's 
slow to react, tentative. He just looks reluc- 
tant to turn it loose. In pass rush, he’s strict- 
ly an upfield guy, few counters. He’s content 
to run the wide arc. 

Scout: He’s rangy, he runs well. He’s got 
the speed to get up the field, but he can’t 
turn downhill on you and take you to the 
quarterback. [f he can develop better power, 
he could be a top player. 


GRADE: 6.5 


11. PHIL HANSEN 
BUFFALO 


HT: 6-5 WT: 278 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: North Dakota State 


— 


Scout: Smart. Instinctive, Somewhat of an 
overachiever. He’s not the bell cow but he’s 
a good complementary player with their 
other guys. You'd love to have one like him 
on your team. He kind of sets the tone for 
work and hustle. 

Scout: He uses his hands well to separate 
from the blocker and make plays down the 
line, but he'll get knocked around at times. 
He’s better rushing the passer. He knows 
his opponent, knows his tendencies, and it 
doesn’t hurt that he’s got Bruce Smith on 
his other side. 


ee GRADE: 6.5 


12. TONY TOLBERT 


DALLAS 
HT: 6-6 WT: 263 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Texas-El Paso 


ABOVE AVERAGE 


AVERAGE 
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Scout: He’s still solid. He doesn’t have the 
quickness or mobility now because of the 
bad knees. He can’t change direction as 
well on his pass rush or string a play out like 
he used to. He’s a wide upfield type now 
who tries to force everything inside. 
Scout: He’s slipping. He was never a Reg- 
gie White or William Fuller, but he was an 
excellent pass rusher before the knee prob- 
lems. He could take you upfield and come 
back inside. He had a terrific counter move. 
At this point, he still plays with good hands, 
some veteran awareness, and when it’s a 
passing situation, he still has that good body 
extension and lean. 


REE GRADE: 6.4 


13. DARRELL RUSSELL 


OAKLAND 
HT: 6-4 WT: 305 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Southern California 
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Scout: He’s a load, Just a tremendous big 
athlete. He has outstanding quickness off 
the ball, he moves easily, and he stays low 
against the run. He reads blocks, fights 
pressure. The only way you could tell he 
was a rookie was that his pass-rush tech- 
niques were so raw. He'll be a big-time 
force if he continues to improve. 

Scout: They're wasting him at end. He’s a 
natural inside. With the three-step and five- 
step drops in vogue, you can negate an end, 
There's no place a quarterback can go if 
you've got the kind of inside rusher that 
he’s got a chance to be. 


MEE GRADE: 6.4 A 


14. ROY BARKER 


SAN FRANCISCO 
HT: 6-5 WT: 290 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: North Carolina 


PURSUIT 
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Scout: He’s a pass rusher from the (John) 
Teerlink school of playing football. He likes 
to get upfield. When he’s not trying to be 
Chris Doleman. he’s a good all-around play- 
er. He can really take on the tight end. He 
can play the five-technique, he can take 
out the tackle if he puts his mind to it. 
Scout: He’s got strong, quick hands, He 
can separate and make the plays a gap or 
two either way. But he’s not going to chase 
you all over the field, and he doesn’t have 
the speed and athletic ability you want from 
an outside pass rusher. That's why they 
moved him inside in the nickel. 


es GRADE: 6.2 
BELOW AVERAGE 


ENDS / INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


15. ALFRED WILLIAMS 
DENVER 


HT: 6-6 WT: 265 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Colorado 


Scout: Edge rusher. A speed guy. He’s got 
the long arms to keep the blocker off his body 
and great acceleration off the corner. If you 
don’t have an athletic left tackle, he'll run 
around the guy. 

Scout: He’s got excellent pass-rush skills 
and instincts. He’s quick, naturally strong, 
he plays with leverage. He’s got a real 
nice counter move back to the inside. The 
main negatives are he doesn’t play con- 
sistently strong against the run, and he 
tends to get nicked up. And when he gets 
nicked up, he loses a hell of a lot of effec- 
liveness. 


ee GRADE: 6.2 


16. CHUCK SMITH 
ATLANTA 


HT: 6-2 WT: 262 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Tennessee 


Scout: Upfield pass rusher. A speed-and- 
quickness guy. He tries to dip his shoulder 
and run around the tackle. If he can’t out- 
run or out-quick him, it’s over. He’s a guy 
who kind of destroys the integrity of the 
defense, because he rushes wide all the 
time and creates a huge lane. 

Scout: He’s a pass rusher. He's got a great 
first step, acceleration off the corner, accel- 
eration back inside. As a run defender, he 
lacks the bulk and strength to hold the point 
of attack, and he’s kind of indifferent, too. 
He’s sack-crazy. He'll take downs off and 
save himself for second-and-long or third- 
and-long. 


ee GRADE: 6.2 


17. SIMEON RICE 
ARIZONA 


HT: 6-5 WT: 265 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Illinois 


Scout: He’s got Willie McGinest-type tools. 
He’s got the electric first step, the long 
arms, the mobility, He knows how to rush 
the passer. Having to play a lot without 
Eric Swann there hurt him. He saw a lot of 
double teams. 

Scout: Open-side pass rusher. A pursuit 
player. A run-around guy. He doesn’t have 
the bulk to anchor at the point of attack, 
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and he doesn’t play off lead blocks that 
well. 


Hees GRADE: 6.2 
18. JOHN COPELAND 


CINCINNATI 


HT: 6-3 WT: 286 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Alabama 
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Scout: He's not real stout at the point of 


attack, but he can flat take away cutbacks, 
and he can string the play all the way, not 
only to the sideline but over the bench and 
up to the stands, He’s got real good foot- 
speed, real good lateral movement. 
Scout: He’s a good athlete. He plays with 
excellent leverage, he Keeps those arms 
extended, and he stays on his feet. For what- 
ever reason, he’s never developed the pass 
rush we thought he would. He can get upfield 
pressure, but he can’t finish the deal. He’s 
better on stunts and games. 


es GRADE: 6.1 


19. FERNANDO SMITH 


MINNESOTA 
HT: 6-6 WT: 277 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Jackson State 


Scout: Elephant type. Good body style and 
lean. He can bring some smoke upfield, 
he’s got a bag of tricks to throw at pass 
blockers. His big problem is, he doesn’t 
have the natural size and strength to over- 
power anybody. 

Scout: He’s a good pass rusher. He gave Ross 
Verba as difficult a time as anybody last 
year, but he can’t be an every-down play- 
er. He’s a 270-pound guy. He gets pushed 
around and he wears down. 


Ee GRADE: 6.1 


20. MICHAEL McCRARY 


BALTIMORE 
HT: 6-4 WT: 267 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Wake Forest 


Scout: He’s sort of an unorthodox guy. He 
doesn’t look athletic, he doesn’t do any- 
thing exceptional. You look at him and 
think. we ought to be able to beat this guy. 
But the sucker’s motor is always running. 


He’s tenacious as hell, and he gets a lot of 


sacks on second effort. 

Scout: He just flat plays his ass off. He 
produces a lot better than his size and ath- 
letic ability suggest he should. 


Eee GRADE: 6.1 


ABOVE AVERAGE 
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STRENGTH OF POSITION ** * 


1. JUNIOR SEAU 
SAN DIEGO 


HT: 6-3 WT: 255 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Southern California 


Scout: He’s the best athlete who’s ever 
played the middle linebacker position. He 
can legitimately cover sideline to sideline. 
He’s got exceptional speed and quickness. 
and he’s the most explosive tackler in the 
league. He just runs right through you. 
Scout: Rare competitor. Super-charged 
motor. The ultimate difference-maker. They 
protect him, let him run behind the line of 
scrimmage and make plays. And let me tell 
you, he fills that off-tackle hole quicker 
than anybody in the league. If there’s a neg- 
ative, other than the nagging injuries he’s 
had the past few years, it's overaggres- 
siveness. He'll play his own game—try to 
make every tackle—and run himself out 
of some plays. 


ee GRADE: 7.6 


2. LEVON KIRKLAND 


PITTSBURGH 
HT: 6-1 WT: 264 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Clemson 


i 
oO 
aoc 
ocx 
=u 
a> 
i] 
Oo 


Scout: Physical, powerful, intimidating. A 
run-stopper extraordinaire. He controls the 
middle of the football field. He can take 
on the big guards, he can stop them in their 
tracks and get off and make the play. I don’t 
believe I’ve ever seen him knocked back 
by an offensive lineman or by a running 
back, even when he was caught off guard. 
Scout: He’s a force. For as big as he is, 
he’s got excellent quickness and range. He 
can cover backs in the circle area, run over 
people on the blitz, and if you run the ball 
up into any one of those end-to-end seams, 
he’s going to stuff your ass. 


Ee GRADE: 7.2 
3%. TED JOHNSON 


NEW ENGLAND 
HT: 6-3 WT: 240 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Colorado 


2 
a. 


COVERAGE 


BELOW AVERAGE 


Scout: He’s big. mobile, active. He’s got 
the best awareness and anticipation since 
Joe Schmidt played. He’s moving in the 
direction of the ball before the quarterback 
has even separated from the center. He real- 
ly has a great feel for reading blocking keys, 
reading pre-snap keys. 

Scout; Textbook middle linebacker. A coach- 
ing clinic, He gets great jumps, gets off 
blocks real well, and he’s an outstanding tack- 
ler. He doesn’t miss tackles. If you're look- 
ing for flaws, he’s not a great man-cover guy, 
and he’s not much of a blitzer. 


es GRADE: 7.2 


4. HARDY NICKERSON 


TAMPA BAY 
HT: 6-2 WT: 233 NFL Seasons: 11 
College: California 


PASS 
COVERAGE 


Scout: The quarterback of that front seven. 
The heart and soul of their whole thing. 
He’s smart, he’s instinctive. Really a good 
key-and-diagnose guy. He finds the foot- 
ball, and boy does he get there quickly. 
Scout: He’s not a take-on guy. He doesn’t 
have the size. He’s a flow guy. He might 
not have the speed and range he once did, 
but he still has the lateral quickness to run 
around blocks and make tackles. He’s still 
a good one. 


ee GRADE: 7.0 


5. MICHEAL BARROW 
CAROLINA 


HT: 6-2 WT: 236 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Miami 


OVE AVERAGE 


AVERAGE 


Scout: He’s fast, athletic. He’s got excel- 
lent feel. He plays with leverage, keeps 
blockers off him. He can cover, rush the 
passer from a two- or three-point stance. 
If we had him, we'd play him outside (in 
a 4-3), maybe flip him (to the weakside). 
He's more of a space guy. 

Scout: He's been inside, outside, inside, 
outside. He probably doesn’t know whether 
he’s coming or going. To me, he’s got to be 
inside and protected in that scheme. He's 
better scraping and filling and running to 
the ball than trying to take on tackles on 
the edge. He’s too light in the bucket for that. 


ee GRADE: 6.7 


G. RAY LEWIS 


BALTIMORE 
HT: 6-1 WT: 235 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Miami 


COVERAGE 


Scout: He’s active, athletic. He can run 
sideline to sideline. As long as he’s run- 
ning and sliding and moving in space, he 
can make the plays. If he’s got to take on 

a blocker and get off to make the play, he 
can get overpowered, He’s just not that big 

a kid, 

Scout: Real instinctive. A playmaker. Excel- | 
lent open-field tackler. When you've gota | 
guy who’s athletic and wants to get to the 
football, then you've got something going. 


es GRADE: 6.7 A 
7. WINFRED TUBBS 


SAN FRANCISCO 
HT: 6-4 WT: 250 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Texas 
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Scout: He’s got some tools. He’s big, he’s 
got range. He plays with toughness, aware- 
ness. The main knock on him is, he’s not 
worth a damn if he has any kind of injury. 
He has to be 100 percent. 

Scout: A huge guy on the inside. A pres- 
ence out there like Kirkland. The big thing 
is, he finally learned how to use his hands 
and play with leverage last year. If you're 
grading him, he’s primarily a run stopper. 
That's his strength. But they did get some 
mileage out of him as a blitzer last year. 


ee GRADE: 6.5 


8. ED McDANIEL 


MINNESOTA 
HT: 5-11 WT: 230 
College: Clemson 


NFL Seasons: 6 


PASS 


COVERAGE 
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Scout: He's undersized in the middle. He's 
a natural open-side guy. He’s quick, aggres- 
sive. He's as instinctive a linebacker as I've 
ever seen. He'll make plays in the back- 
field, he'll meet blockers before they get 
underway. He's got that sixth sense. 
Scout: Playmaker. Technique tackler. He 
plays fast, he plays big, he plays with lever- 
age. He'll take on the big guards and tack- 
les, but he can’t make a living doing that. 
He's going to have some real problems in 
terms of endurance and durability if they 
play him inside for 16 games. 


es GRADE: 6.4 
9. JESSIE TUGGLE 


ATLANTA 


HT: 5-11 WT: 230 NFL Seasons: 
College: Valdosta State 


a 


Scout: He controls their whole defense. 
He's got great instincts, he’s got that quick 
first step, and he plays the angles as well 
as anyone in the league in terms of know- 
ing when to step up, when to take that lat- 
eral move, when to take the guy on. He just 
knows how to play. 

Scout: He's undersized, he doesn’t have 
the same acceleration to the ball anymore, 
but he’s still got some snap to him. You 
talk about leverage. He'll still show you 
the ability to bend and get up underneath 
those big 300-pounders and stop them cold, 
He plays a lot bigger and stronger than you 
think, 

EE GRADE: 6.4 V 


10. KEN NORTON 
SAN FRANCISCO 


HT: 6-2 WT: 241 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: UCLA 


a6 


Scout: He's covered up in their scheme. 
He doesn’t take anybody on. He runs to 
the ball and avoids contact if he can. At 
this point, he still has good quickness and 
agility, but the overall speed isn’t there any- 
more. To me, the defensive front and the 
scheme really make him. 

Scout: Intelligent player. Reads the block- 
ing schemes exceptionally well. He's got 
that big-play feel or knack. You might not 
even notice him for three quarters, then 
he'll get an interception, scoop up a fum- 
ble or something, and run into the endzone 
and beat the hell out of the goalpost. 


EE GRADE: 6.3 ¥ 


11. MARVIN JONES 


NEW YORK JETS 


HT: 6-2 WT: 250 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Florida State 


OUTSTANDING 
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Scout: He’s a big-time player. He’s got a 
strong body, he’s athletic. He can blow you 
up in the hole, take on the blocker and stack 
him, accelerate to the ball. In a passing sit- 
uation, you're probably better off using him 
to stunt with the linemen or blitz and come 
off inside with some sort of twist. He’s not 
really a pass-coverage guy. 

Scout: He's a reaction player, not an instinc- 
tive player. When he sees it, he’s got instant 
quickness, that one-step acceleration. He 
can flat run and hit.If he keeps in shape and 
stays healthy, he can be a factor for them. 
He’s got elite-level athletic ability. 


SST GRADE: 6.2 
12. ERIC HILL 


ST. LOUIS 
HT: 6-2 WT: 255 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Louisiana State 


PASS 
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Scout: Tough, competitive guy. A tackle- 
to-tackle run stuffer. A two-down player. 
He can’t drop and change direction in space. 
That's not his deal. But when he was healthy 
and playing, he was more of a factor in Ari- 
zona’s defense than Swann. He made a lot 
of plays. 

Scout: He’s big and strong. He can take 
on big people and make the plays in-line. 
In the past few years, he taken to coming 
up underneath the tackle and making the 
play. It’s not the way you teach it, but his 
damned defensive line was getting knocked 
back so much, he couldn't play laterally 
along the line of scrimmage. 


Es GRADE: 6.2 
13. ZACH THOMAS 


MIAMI 


HT: 5-11 WT: 231 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Texas Tech 


Scout: He’s tough, competitive. He’s instinc- 
tive. But he doesn’t have the size or any- 
where near the athletic ability of the top 
guys. He can’t take on big blockers like a 
Levon Kirkland or slip and avoid blocks 
like a Hardy Nickerson. A lot of his tack- 
les come four or five yards downfield. 
Scout: He’s a fireball. There’s a different 
tempo when he’s in there. Unless he gets 
hurt, he'll continue to get better because 
he'll be the last guy to leave the building 
at night. He really studies film. He’s Chris 
Spielman Jr. 


es GRADE: 6.1 
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14. DONNIE EDWARDS 
KANSAS CITY 


HT: 6-2 WT: 225 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: UCLA 
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Scout: Real fast. Athletic. A scrape-and- 
fill guy. For a young linebacker, he gets 
quick reads and he doesn’t overrun plays. 
He keeps good inside-out leverage, he takes 
good angles, and he clears his feet easily. 
He really gets through the trash. If he can 
develop a sense for zone coverage, he could 
be special. 

Scout: He’s a good flow player. He attacks 
the line of scrimmage, he can run through 
and make the tackle behind the line. At this 
point, two negatives stand out. He doesn't 
react very well to the cut-back—that’s a 
feel thing—and he doesn’t wrap up his 
tackles that well. 


EEE GRADE: 6.0 A 


15. BARRON WORTHAM 
TENNESSEE 


HT: 5-11 WT: 244 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Texas-El Paso 


Scout: Sawed-off guy. A poor man’s Mike 
Singletary. He’s got a high motor, tough- 
ness, natural instincts. For me, he’s at his 
best running to the ball. His height works 
against him at the point of attack. He gets 
buried at times by big blockers. 


IIS) GRADE: 6.0 


STRENGTH OF POSITION x ** 


1. WILLIAM THOMAS 


PHILADELPHIA 
HT: 6-2 WT: 223 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Texas A&M 


r = 


Scout: Complete player. Lines up every- 
where. He's not as fast as (Derrick) Brooks 
or (John) Mobley, but he plays bigger. He 
can take on and shed blocks. He really has 
a great feel for leverage, in all areas. 

Scout: He’s got great feel. He’s mobile, 
agile. You can never get a straight shot at 
him on the weak side. For me, the best 
part of his game is his cover ability. He’s 


PASS 
COVERAGE 


BELOW AVERAGE 


got a smooth backpedal, excellent route 
awareness. He can latch on to a ight end 
and run with him. He plays the pass like 
a safety, 


es GRADE: 7.1 


2. JOHN MOBLEY 
DENVER 


HT: 6-1 WT: 230 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Kutztown 
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Scout: He’s a miniature Junior Seau. He’s 
got that one-step explosiveness and accel- 
eration. He plays so quick and fast, it almost 
looks like he’s guessing. But let me tell 
you, he’s not, because he’s in the right spot 
99 times out of 100. 

Scout: Exceptional read-and-react. Excep- 
tional range. Good, solid tackler. He can 
blitz, run with backs down the field. He 
can handle bigger players, because like the 
great backs, he never gives blockers a good 
shot at him. He never gives them anything 
to block. 


De GRADE: 7.1 


John Mobley 


3. KEN HARVEY 


WASHINGTON 
HT: 6-2 WT: 239 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: California 
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Scout: He’s not a heavy-duty guy, he’s an 
athletic-cut linebacker, but he plays big and 
strong. He can handle a tight end, they just 
don't ask him to do that very often. His 
game is rushing the passer, blitzing, and 
being disruptive. 

Scout: He’s got a strong upper body and 
hands, he can play off blocks and burst to 
the ball. But it’s his ability to blitz and rush 
the passer that makes him special. His quick- 
ness off the ball, getting off on the count, 
is as good as anybody in the league. He 
can beat the tackle or a back before they 
even have time to set up, and he’s got that 
unique ability to make himself small, wedge 
through a crack and just accelerate. 


SSeS GRADE: 7.0 


ABOVE AVERAGE 


AVERAGE 


4. CHAD BROWN 


SEATTLE 
HT: 6-2 WT: 240 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Colorado 
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Scout: He’s not a physical, in-your-face 
guy. He’s better on air or covered up. He’s 
got quickness, agility, he plays with lever- 
age, He can get off blocks and burst to the 
ball. They rush him more than they drop 


him, but he’s got good cover skills. He’s § 


got a feel for routes. 


Scout: Playmaker. Hard to block. Agood  §& 


nickel rusher. He’s not a guy who’s going 
to race upfield and turn the corner on you. 
He doesn’t have that kind of speed or accel- 
eration. He has to rely on his quick hands 
and feet to get you leaning, then run by you, 


es GRADE: 7.0 


5. WAYNE SIMMONS 


KANSAS CITY 
HT: 6-2 WT: 248 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Clemson 
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Scout: He’s a big, athletic guy who can 
intimidate and take over a game when he’s 
got his head on right. He's got that kind of 
talent and physicality. But he’s just not a con- 
sistent player. 

Scout: Physically, he’s all you want. He's 
strong, explosive, mobile. He can man- 
handle a tight end. He can destroy the lead 
blocker and blow up the ballcarrier. He's a 
good blitzer from the two-point stance, he 
can run with backs down the field. If there’s 
a negative, it’s that he plays his own defense 
at times. 


GRADE: 6.9 


G. QUENTIN CORYATT 


INDIANAPOLIS 
HT: 6-3 WT: 250 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Texas A&M 


Scout: He’s a stud. He can handle a tight 
end, stuff the run at him. If they turned him 
loose on the quarterback, he could be just 
as aggressive and just as disruptive as Lath- 
on, He’s got that kind of speed, that kind 
of quickness. 

Scout: Real athletic. Runs people down, 
He’s got everything physically. He’s just 
lacking the instincts and awareness. He's 
a by-the-numbers guy. Just doesn’t always 
see the total picture. 


| 
es GRADE: 6.8 


BELOW AVERAGE 


OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


7. DERRICK THOMAS 
KANSAS CITY 


HT: 6-3 WT: 247 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Alabama 


| Fig rena | 


COVERAGE 


Scout: He’s a natural. He’s to pass rush- 
ers what Barry Sanders is to runners. He 
can beat you around the corner, he can 
beat you back underneath. He’s got such 
incredibly quick hands and feet, such great 
acceleration off the edge, and the uncan- 
ny thing is, he knows where the quarter- 
back is going before he does. He’s got that 
sixth sense. 

Scout: He's got long, strong arms, keeps 
blockers off him and runs sideline to side- 
line. But he’s not a guy who's going to line 
up over the tight end and stack him and 
hold the point. That’s not him. He’s a pass 
rusher. An upfield guy. 
es GRADE: 6.8 


§. JESSIE ARMSTEAD 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
HT: 6-1 WT: 232 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Miami 


PASS 
COVERAGE 


Scout: He’s not quite as fast as Derrick 
Brooks, he’s about 4.6, but this guy’s got 
better strength, better instincts, better tech- 
nique, and he’s a more consistent tackler than 
Brooks. The big thing is, he plays a smarter 
game than most of the space guys. 
Scout: Quick, agile. A run-and-hit line- 
backer. He takes the shortest route to the col- 
lision. Now, he’s not going to sit in there 
and take people on for a whole game or a 
whole season, but he plays stronger than 
he looks. He makes some plays that his 
size says he shouldn't, especially on the 
blitz. 


es GRADE: 6.7 


9. LAMAR LATHON 
CAROLINA 


HT: 6-3 WT: 260 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Houston 


PASS 
COVERAGE 


Scout: He'll flat-out bring it off the edge. 
He’s fast, strong, aggressive. He can be a 
little straight-line because he comes so hard 
on the rush, and he’s not a space player. 
When they drop him, they’re in trouble. 
Scout: He’s a man. He's disruptive. He’s 
knocked down more lead blockers and 
guards than anybody in the league. But if 
he isn’t ina fast-forward mode, he’s a lia- 
bility. He’s undisciplined. He plays his 


own defense at times. 


Eee GRADE: 6.5 
10. mo LEwis 


NEW YORK JETS 
HT: 6-3 WT: 255 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Georgia 


Scout: He’s strong, physical. He plays fast. 
He’s involved in all facets. He can keep a 
tight end at the line of scrimmage, take on 
at the point of attack, come off the edge as 
arusher, drop off (into coverage). At times 
he'll get out of control. He’ll over-pursue, 
bite on play-pass, but he makes plays. 
Scout: Physically, he’s what you're look- 
ing for ina strong-side linebacker. He’s an 
aggressive, kick-ass football player. The 
only thing keeping him from the elite level 
is, he’s a little slow reacting, a little slow 
reading the blocking schemes. He’s not as 
instinctive as the top guys. 


ee GRADE: 6.5 


11. DERRICK BROOKS 


TAMPA BAY 
HT: 6-0 WT: 231 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Florida State 


PURSUIT 


Scout: He’s a space player. He’s got DB- 
type speed. They hide him behind those 
defensive linemen and let him use his ath- 
leticism to scrape and find the football. If 
he’s got somebody right on him, he’s not 
as productive. He doesn’t get off blocks 
particularly well. 

Scout: Active. Athletic. Stays on the field 
in all the sub packages. He’s got real good 
strength for his size, but he’s got to be mov- 
ing. He can’t play effectively over a ght 
end. He doesn’t have the bulk. 


es GRADE: 6.5 


12. BRYCE PAUP 


JACKSONVILLE 
HT: 6-5 WT: 247 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Northern lowa 
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Scout: He’s not real good in coverage, not 
real good in space. He’s at his best coming 
off the edge as a pass rusher. He’s got a 
feel for the blocker. He senses when he can 
turn the corner with leverage, or when he 
can counter back inside. 

Scout: He’s not a class pass rusher, he’s 
an instinctive one. To me, his biggest asset 
is his ability to control the tight end. He’s 
got very strong hands, very quick hands. 


ABOVE AVERAGE 


He really plays with excellent leverage and 
angles, and when he hits you, he takes you 
down. He follows through on his tackles. 


EE GRADE: 6.5 V 


13. CORNELIUS BENNETT 
ATLANTA 

HT: 6-2 WT: 238 NFL Seasons: 11 
College: Alabama 


cae | | 


Scout: He's always been a sandlot-type 
player. He does it on pure athletic ability. 
He'll run around blocks, run under them. 
Even now, he'll come up with one or two 
spectacular plays (a game) in the open field 
and get everybody excited. But when you 
watch him for a whole game, he doesn’t 
make a lot of plays where they should be 
made anymore. 

Scout: He’s not a physical, stack-you-on- 
the-line guy. He’s a finesse player. a space 
player, and while he doesn’t have the dynam- 
ic speed and quickness he brought into the 
league, he’s still a major factor on the blitz. 
He can still put pressure on the quarterback. 


EEE GRADE: 6.4 V 


14. PETER BOULWARE 


BALTIMORE 
HT: 6-5 WT: 255 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Florida State 


Scout: He’s a force. He’s a bigger, faster 
Lawrence Taylor. He's explosive, flexible, 
he plays with power angles. As the nickel 
rusher, he’s an athletic mismatch for a tack- 
le and a physical mismatch for a back. The 
scary part is he’s going to get better. 

Scout: He’s an impact rusher. That's his 
forte. But he wasn’t bad against the run. 
He’s physical, strong. He holds his ground 
well on plays at him. At this point, he needs 
to learn to use his hands better to get off 
blocks, and he needs to get a little quicker 
reading and reacting to the blocking schemes. 


EE GRADE: 6.3 A 


15. DEXTER COAKLEY 


DALLAS 
HT: 5-10 WT: 205 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Appalachian State 


Scout: He may be 5-9 or whatever, but he’s 
a tough, physical kid. He's fast, quick, he’s 
got good instincts. If he’s one-on-one, big 
guys will kill him. But they do a good job 
of covering him up and letting him fly to 
the ball. 


BELOW AVERAGE 


Scout: Space guy. A run-and-hit guy. He’s 
exceptionally fast. He’s got corner speed 
almost, and he’s built like a brick house. 
Once he’s a little more comfortable with 
his reads, hell be next to illegal. 

EE GRADE: 6.3 A 


1G. ROMAN PHIFER 


ST. LOUIS 
HT: 6-2 WT: 230 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: UCLA 


Scout: He’s a finesse-type linebacker, he 
doesn’t have the killer instincts you'd like 
to see, but he’s a complete player. He can 
play in space, play over a ght end when 
required, You can put him in almost any 
situation. I don’t care if it’s on turf, if it’s 
on grass, the guy is fast enough to get the 
job done. 

Scout: Athletic linebacker. Real good wheels. 
Plays every down. He's good in the flow, 
good in the coverages. At the point of attack, 
there isn’t a lot there. He doesn’t play phys- 
ically. He'll try to sift through and avoid 
the block. 

es GRADE: 6.2 


17. BILL ROMANOWSKI 
DENVER 


HT: 6-4 WT: 241 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Boston College 


Scout: Big sum-bitch. Strong over the tight 
end. He’s physical, aggressive. He tries to 
intimidate people, shake them out of their 
game, their concentration. In coverage, he 
can run with many of the tight ends. But he 
doesn’t have the agility or flexibility to stay 
up with a Freddie Jones or Tony Gonzalez. 
Scout: He's big, smart, instinctive. He 
knows how to play, knows all the defens- 
es. If they play him inside, he'll hold up 
well. He can step up and he'll hit you. 


SSS CADE: 6.2 


18. BRIAN WILLIAMS 
GREEN BAY 


HT: 6-1 WT: 235 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Southern California 


Scout: Good athlete. A space linebacker. His 
game is movement—chasing, covering. He 
drops easily, plays the ball well. The defi- 
ciency in his game is playing strength. He's 
not big enough to anchor. He’s going to 
run off blocks and try to keep himself alive. 
Scout: You look at him and say, “Jeez, he’s 


OUTSTANDING 


a skinny-assed kid. He’s like Spider Man.” 
But this kid can make plays, He’s real instine- 
tive, aware. He uses his hands and arms well 
to keep people off him. On plays away, he 
comes up underneath the blocking, he runs 
through to get there. You don’t teach it, but 
he’s quick and instinctive enough to do it. 


es GRADE: 6.2 


19. CHRIS SLADE 
NEW ENGLAND 


HT: 6-5 WT: 245 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Virginia 


Scout: It doesn’t make any difference what 
system he’s in. If he’s rushing, he’s play- 
ing. If he has to do anything that requires 
thinking or playing in space, he’s lost. He's 
a pressure guy. I wouldn't have him do any- 
thing but rush. 

Scout: He's an upfield player, no question 
about that. He struggles when you give him 
different looks. Like when he has to play 
over a tight end or maybe a slot down. His 
production comes in a predetermined dimen- 
sion, 


GRADE: 6.1 
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20. MARK FIELDS 
NEW ORLEANS 


HT: 6-2 WT: 244 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Washington State 


TELE 


Scout: An off-the-line-of-scrimmage line- 
backer. A run-and-hit guy. Better on the 
move than head on. He's got real good 
range, he can run with backs in man cov- 
erage. But the best thing he does is blitz. 
He’s got real good timing. He disguises it, 
he’s got excellent upfield acceleration, and 
at 245 pounds or whatever, he’s big enough 
to overcome the pickup block by the back. 


a GRADE: 6.1 


21. KEVIN HARDY 


JACKSONVILLE 
HT: 6-4 WT: 247 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Illinois 
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Scout: He’s strong, fast, athletic. He can play 
with leverage over the tight end, string out 
the wide play, but he hasn't been a face- 
up, smash-"em-off guy. He’s been better 
rushing the passer and running to the ball, 
and that’s probably why they're moving 
him to the weakside. 


MEE GRADE: 6.1 A 


Cornerbacks 


STRENGTH OF POSITION *x 


1. DEION SANDERS 


DALLAS 


HT: 6-1 WT: 196 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Florida State 


MAN 
COVERAGE 
ZONE 
COVERAGE 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: The best pure athlete in the NFL. 
Runs as fast as he has to. Some corners 
guess. He takes calculated risks. He'll bait 
quarterbacks, receivers, play off and let 
them complete a few outs in front of him, 
then, wham, he jumps on that son-of-a-gun. 
He just flies to the ball. 

Scout: He’s cocky, confident. He's got great 
hand-eye coordination. He’s everything 
he’s hyped to be. You'd like him to play 
the run more aggressively and be more of 
a tackler, but he’s being paid to cover. 


a GRADE: 7.7 


2. AENEAS WILLIAMS 
ARIZONA 


HT: 5-10 WT: 190 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Southern 
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Scout: Smart vet. Good ball skills. He 
doesn’t have top-end speed, he's got a lit- 
tle better than adequate speed, but he gets 
that quick read, that quick key, and he takes 
good angles and routes to the ball. If he’s 
lacking anything, it’s a top closing burst. 
Scout: He's got excellent balance. He can 
stop and start, change direction. His foot- 
work in transition is excellent. To me, he’s 
got real good anticipation and feel for the 
receivers’ cuts when he’s in bump-and-run. 
Not quite the same feel when he’s playing 
cushion cover. 


Ee GRADE: 7.2 


3. DALE CARTER 
KANSAS CITY 


HT: 6-1 WT: 188 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Tennessee 
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Scout: He’s athletic, he’s aggressive. He 
can run, and he challenges receivers. He'll 
get up there in bump and run and jump in 
their jocks. If you get cute with the cover- 
ages, that’s when he has trouble. He can 
brain-lock on you. 

Scout: He's got top cover skills. he can 
take a receiver out of a game, To me, he's 
not a real strong, physical player, but he’s 
mentally aggressive, especially with the 
ball in the air. He goes after it like he’s the 
receiver. 


es GRADE: 7.0 
4. RAY BUCHANAN 


ATLANTA 
HT: 5-9 WT: 195 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Louisville 


Aeneas Williams 
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Scout: He doesn’t have the classic corner 
body, classic corner footwork, movement. 
But the guy has outstanding instincts, bet- 
ter speed than you think, and he’s a tough, 
physical son-of-a-gun. He's real aggres- 
sive on the bump-and-run. He can play 
cushion corner, but his game is strength 
and aggressiveness. 

Scout: He’s got game. He’s got the trash 
talk, too, He's going to try and take you 
out of your game. When he isn’t trying to 
be Deion Sanders, guessing, looking for 
the big play, he’s a productive, all-around 
football player. 


SSS SSeS GRADE: 7.0 


5. TROY VINCENT 
PHILADELPHIA 


HT: 6-O WT: 194 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Wisconsin 


Scout: He’s got real good downfield speed, 
real good closing burst. He’s got all the 
cover tools, and he’s a guy who'll play it 
physical. He'll push and shove, and he'll 
take chances and go after the ball for inter- 
ceptions. If there’s a fly on this guy, it’s 
that his aggressiveness can get him into 
trouble at times. He'll bite on double moves, 
jump routes, that kind of thing. 

Scout: A complete corner. Plays all the 
coverages. Supports the run. He’s what 
teams are looking for in a corner now. He’s 
got the size and strength to match up with 
the bigger receivers and the speed and ath- 
letic ability to run and maneuver with the 
Smurfs. 


EE GRADE: 6.9 


G. JASON SEHORN 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
HT: 6-2 WT: 210 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Southern California 


Scout: He’s gota little better athletic skills 
than Sparks, a little better acceleration, He’s 
got a smooth turn-and-run. But to me, the 
things that stand out about him are his 
instincts and hand-eye coordination. When 
he goes for the ball, he usually comes down 
with it. 

Scout: Smart. Not as physical as you'd 
think. Better off the receiver or in zone. He 
doesn’t have the agility of a Donnie Abra- 
ham, a smaller guy like that, but he runs 
and maneuvers easily, and his breaks and 
timing are so good. When he goes for the 
ball, he meets it at the interception point. 


es GRADE: 6.8 


7 . PHILLIPPI SPARKS 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
HT: 5-11 WT: 190 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Arizona State 
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MAN 
COVERAGE 
ZONE 
COVERAGE 

HAN 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: Feet, balance, flexibility, he’s got 
the corner skills. He doesn’t have Deion 
Sanders-type speed, but he runs well 
enough. For me, the best part of his game 
is between the earholes. He's got the abil- 
ity to read not just the guy in front of him, 
not just the quarterback, but the comple- 
mentary routes. He’s very alert. That's 
what makes him. 

Scout: He fits their scheme. He can’t con- 
sistently shut down anybody, but he’s a 
cut above. He’s mentally tough, mental- 
ly disciplined. He’s got that corner brash- 


ness, and he’s finally got a pass rush, If 


you're looking for a flaw, he lacks a little 
recovery burst. He'll get toasted on occa- 
sion. 


a GRADE: 6.7 
OUTSTANDING [ff 


GOOD” 


8. DOUG EVANS 
CAROLINA 


HT: 6-0 WT: 190 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Louisiana Tech 


Scout: Good size, athletic ability. Wasn't 
asked to do a lot. He didn’t play much zone. 
He didn’t play off the receiver. He was 
always up on them. Basically a bump-and- 
run, jam guy with the strength to push 
receivers and keep them off their course. 
Scout: He’s not a superstar. He doesn’t 
have the great speed or the flexibility, he 
compensates with instincts and physicali- 
ty. For me, it'll be interesting to see how 
he does away from that outstanding cast 
(in Green Bay). 

es GRADE: 6.7 


9. DARRELL GREEN 


WASHINGTON 
HT: 5-8 WT: 184 NFL Seasons: 15 
College: Texas A&M-Kingsville 
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Scout: If he’s lost anything, it’s hard to 
see, The speed, the quickness, the footwork 
you need to be a good corner in the league, 
he still has that. He’s playing the same 
game, maybe not quite at the same level, 
he always has. 

Scout: Amazing little athlete. Exception- 
al leaper. Savvy, smart. His break on the 
ball, his angle to the interception point are 
just outstanding. The liability is his height. 
It's becoming more and more of a factor. 
It's like trying to play center in the NBA 
with a 6-5 guy. You're not going to get many 
rebounds, 


EE GRADE: 6.7 V 


10. TY LAW 


NEW ENGLAND 
HT: 5-10 WT: 196 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Michigan 


RUN 
SUPPOR 
TACKLE 
MAN 
COVERAGE 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: He’s one of the most physical cor- 
ners in the league. He'll get up and bang you 
around, He takes penalties because he’s 
such an aggressive guy. Under Parcells, the 
Patriots were a zone team and hid him a 
little bit. Last year, they played more man 
and he stepped up. 

Scout: He’s solid, Speed is the only deficit. 
If he’s got to cover a speedy, vertical guy, 
he’s going to have trouble. Everything else 
he'll do well. Like Craig Newsome. 


es GRADE: 6.5 
ABOVE AVERAGE 


AVERAGE 


11. BOBBY TAYLOR 


PHILADELPHIA 
HT: 6-3 WT: 216 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Notre Dame 


Scout: Tall. Kind of gangly looking. Long 
arms. He’s better off receivers than in press, 
and he matches up better with the bigger 
receivers than the little quick guys. He's 
not a face-up tough guy, but he accepts the 
challenge of covering big people. 

Scout: For a kid that size to be in space, one- 
on-one out there, is really impressive. He’s 
a hell of an athlete. He's got that big 
wingspan, he plays with leverage and flex- 
ibility. He’s not real smooth in transition, 
but he’s got some close and burst once he 
gets going. 


Ee GRADE: 6.5 + 


AUN 
SUPPORT 


12. CRIS DISHMAN 


WASHINGTON 
HT: 6-0 WT: 188 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Purdue 


RUN 
SUPPORT 
MAN 
COVERAGE 
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Scout: Bigger guy. Long arms. Plays cor- 
ner like a free safety at times. He’s got nat- 
ural instincts and good reaction to the ball 
in the air. He makes plays, but his disci- 
pline and techniques aren’t as consistent 
as you'd like. 

Scout: He’s a cover guy. He can run, change 
direction, burst out of his break, all that 
jazz. He's physical with receivers, but he's 
not a tough guy versus the run. He'd pre- 
fer to try to keep you boxed in and hope 
the linebackers get there. 


es GRADE: 6.5 


13. DONNIE ABRAHAM 


TAMPA BAY 
HT: 5-10 WT: 181 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: East Tennessee State 


) 


RUN 
SUPPORT 
ZONE 
COVERAGE 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: He's fluid, he’s quick, he’s long- 
armed. He makes good plays on the ball, 
and his cover techniques and route recog- 
nition are much improved over his rookie 
year. The question is, how much better is 
the guy going to get? Remember, he’s a 
midget without top-end speed. 

Scout: Quick, agile kid. Good man-to-man 
cover ability. If he’s going to take his game 
to the next level, he’s going to have to work 
on his hands—he probably dropped as many 
interceptions as he had last year—and he’s 


BELOW AVERAGE 
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going to have to spend more time in the 
film room studying receivers, 


SSeS] GRADE: 6.4 
14. AARON GLENN 


NEW YORK JETS 


HT: 5-9 WT: 185 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Texas A&M 


KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: He’s a little herky-jerky in his move- 
ment, but he’s got good cover skills. He's 
got quickness, agility, plays the receiver 
aggressively. He'll come up in run force 
and try to hit you, too. He’s a light load, 
though. 

Scout: He's fast, explosive. He plays strong, 
he plays bigger than his size, but his height 
is a problem against taller receivers, and 
he doesn't judge the ball very well in the 
air, His hand-eye coordination isn't real 
good, 


es GRADE: 6.3 


15. ASHLEY AMBROSE 
CINCINNATI 


HT: 5-10 WT: 192 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Mississippi Valley State 
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Scout: He doesn’t have the smoothest cover 
mechanics. His feet aren't the quickest and 
he’s somewhat tight in the hips, but he plays 
with good balance and leverage, and he’s 
got a feel or awareness that allows him to 
keep good position on the receiver. And he 
has a sneaky close to him, where it doesn't 
look like he can get there, and when the 
ball gets there, he’s there. 

Scout: He’s got good legs, a good upper 
body. You'd think he'd be a more physical 
player in bump-and-run, but he looks more 
comfortable playing off, The problem is, 
he doesn't show good break on the ball 
unless he’s anticipating or guessing right. 
He doesn’t have that natural burst. 


es GRADE: 6.3 


16. ERIC DAViS 
CAROLINA 


HT: 5-11 WT: 185 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Jacksonville State 


ZONE 
COVERAGE 
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Scout: He's smart, he’s instinctive. He 
doesn't have great speed, but he under- 
stands his limitations and plays within him- 
self. He’s got excellent feel for angles and 
awareness of routes. He can react quickly 
to throws, He can anticipate routes. To me, 


he’s not a Pro Bowl type. He’s the next 
level down. 

Scout: He’s got adequate speed, adequate 
burst, but he’s a smart, efficient player. He 
reads receivers’ moves real well, he has a 
great sense of timing. It always seems he’s 
in position to make a play. 


GRADE: 6.3 


17. JEFF BURRIS 


INDIANAPOLIS 
HT: 6-0 WT: 204 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Notre Dame 


ZONE 
COVERAGE 
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MAN 
COVERAGE 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: Real good athlete. More of a pure 
cover guy. He can turn and run deep. He 
plays the ball well. If you're looking for a 
physical, in-your-face guy, he's not it. He 
plays pretty soft. 

Scout: He's fluid, quick-footed. He's a 
sound technician. He just doesn’t break on 
the ball like some of the top guys. 


es GRADE: 6.2 


18. TOM CARTER 
CHICAGO 


HT: 6-O WT: 186 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Notre Dame 


Scout: He's got upper-echelon athletic 
tools, great cover skills. He can run with any- 
body. He’s got good hands, but he'll have 
some difficulty playing the ball downfield, 
and he doesn’t always attack the ball in the 
air like the top guys. 

Scout: He’s got feet, quickness, accelera- 
tion. He’s had a lot of success against small- 
er receivers. But he doesn’t have much 
toughness or football smarts, He won't hit 
anybody, and he’s one of those guys who 
forgets the defense as soon as he leaves the 
huddle. For me, he’s a good corner from 
the neck down. 


ee GRADE: 6.2 


ZONE 
COVERAGE 


19. TODD LYGHT 
ST. LOUIS 


HT: 6-O WT: 186 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Notre Dame 


ZONE 
COVERAGE 


Scout: He's a good athlete. He has the good 
size. foot quickness, recovery speed. He's 
always going to look great doing every- 
thing. But his ball instincts and awareness 
are just average. He doesn’t break on the 
ball real well. He doesn’t look bad doing 
it, he’s just kind of late. 


ABOVE AVERAGE 


AVERAGE 


Scout: He’s still got cover skills, especially 
in that trail cover. Even when the quickest 
wide receivers make a break, he can stay 
with them. If he’s got a weakness in cov- 
erage, it’s that he doesn’t have great accel- 
eration to the ball on the long cover, the 
crossing route, the go route. 


SxS) GRADE: 6.2 
20. RYAN McNEIL 


ST. LOUIS 


HT: 6-2 WT: 192 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Miami 


Scout: He’s got good size, long arms, decent 
speed. He plays the ball real well. He's real 
smooth with his transition. There's just not 
a lot of explosiveness. 

Scout: Overrated. Highly overrated. He 
had about six balls thrown right at him and 
he had nine interceptions. One thing, though, 
he played with more toughness than he did 
in Detroit. He made some physical breakups 
from behind. 
SSS SSS GRADE: 6.1 


21. ROD WOODSON 


BALTIMORE 
HT: 6-0 WT: 200 NFL Seasons: 11 
College: Purdue 
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RUN 
SUPPORT 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 
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ZONE 
COVERAGE 


TACKLE 
MAN 
COVERAGE 


Scout: He's big, strong, smart as hell. He 
plays a physical game with receivers. He'll 
push, grab, try to intimidate. At this stage, 
he can’t get away with his gambling or 
hunch-playing because he doesn’t have the 
speed or burst to catch up. 


EE GRADE: 6.1 ¥ 


22. JAMES HASTY 
KANSAS CITY 

HT: 6-0 WT: 207 NFL Seasons: 10 
College: Washington State 


Scout: You talk about size-speed ratio. 
When he came out, he ran 4.45 at 210 
pounds, And tough. Man, he’d knock your 
jock off, But at this point, he can’t stay up 
with the deep guys unless he gets them re- 
routed or knocks them off at the line of 
scrimmage. He can’t play off anymore. 


SSeS GRADE: 6.1 


2%. TERRELL BUCKLEY 
MIAMI 


HT: 5-9 WT: 176 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Florida State 


BELOW AVERAGE 


Scout: He’s playing tougher than I ever 
thought he would. He comes up and makes 
tackles when he has to. He'll guess, but a 
lot of corners do that. He'll sit there and 
squat on a lot of routes. 

Scout: Athletically, he’s in the upper ech- 
elon. He'll play taller than he is because 
of his leaping ability. But he’s a risk-taker. 
He'll take chances within a defined scheme 
and make big plays either way. 


a GRADE: 6.1 
24. SHAWN SPRINGS 


SEATTLE 
HT: 6-O WT: 197 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Ohio State 


Scout: Gifted athlete. Fluid cover mechan- 
ics, Reminds me of (Troy) Vincent. He’s 
got outstanding man-cover ability. He can 
run with the speed guys, bang with the big- 
ger guys. When he’s more familiar with 
the receivers, the routes, he'll be in that 
elite group. 


ME GRADE: 6.0 A 


25. BRYANT WESTBROOK 


DETROIT 
HT: 6-0 WT: 195 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Texas 
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Scout: It’s all there: size, speed, athleti- 
cism, that instant acceleration. For me, 
Springs is a little smoother, a little bit bet- 
ter ball athlete, but this guy is more explo- 
sive and physical. He'll get his long arms 
on a receiver and he'll muscle them. 


EE GRADE: 6.0 A 


Safeties 


1. LeROY BUTLER 


GREEN BAY 
HT: 6-0 WT: 200 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Florida State 


KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: He’s real quick, active. He plays up 
like a linebacker most of the time. He's in 
positions where it’s really difficult to block 


OUTSTANDING 


him. As tough as he is against the run, the 
thing that makes him so disruptive is his 
blitz ability. He'll blitz inside, come off the 
corner. He can take on backs, he can run 
around them. 

Scout: Athletic. Strong in the upper body. 
Tough. Instinctive. He can dog, cover, fill 
like a linebacker. He’s a strong, explosive 
tackler. They put him in positions where 
he thrives, and he makes things happen. 


ee GRADE: 7.3 


2. DARREN WOODSON 


DALLAS 
HT: 6-1 WT: 216 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Arizona State 


ABOVE AVERAGE 


Darren Woodson 
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Scout: He’s a playmaker. He’s smart, instinc- 
tive. He has excellent vision. You never 
see this guy out of place, you never see him 
get fooled, and he doesn’t save anything 
for the homecoming dance, either. He’s a 
tough, physical football player. 

Scout: He's an athlete. He’s got speed, 
range. He can cover slot receivers, not just 
tight ends and backs coming out of the 
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STRONG SAFETIES 


backfield. But playing the run is his forte. 
He’s up there knocking the snot out of your 
back as soon as he gets through the line of 
scrimmage. 


GRADE: 7.2 


%. JOHN LYNCH 
TAMPA BAY 


HT: 6-2 WT: 210 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Stanford 
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Scout: He’s extremely smart. He runs that 
secondary. And he’s tough, too. He'll come 
up and knock the crap out of running backs 
in the hole. As far as coverage, they rarely 
get him in situations where he’s got to man- 
cover anybody. 

Scout: He can cover the tight end in a short 
area, cover the back in a short area. He 
shows good timing on the blitz. But his 
strong point is defending the run. He’s put 
together like a linebacker and he plays like 
one. 


es GRADE: 7.0 


4. CARNELL LAKE 
PITTSBURGH 


HT: 6-1 WT: 210 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: UCLA 


MAN 
COVERAGE 
ZONE 
COVERAGE 


Scout: Good speed, range. An impact hit- 
ter. He’s bounced back and forth between 
corner and safety the past few years. That's 
the kind of athlete he is. Of all the strong 
safeties, he’s got the best acceleration and 
break to the ball. He doesn’t have the best 
hands, though. 

Scout: He’s got good enough speed and 
feet to play corner in an emergency. But 
he’s able to affect a game more inside. He’s 
more involved in the run defense, more 
involved in the blitz plan. To me, the weak- 
est part of his game is his open-field tack- 
ling. He'll get out of control, overrun. 


DS GRADE: 7.0 


5. RODNEY HARRISON 
SAN DIEGO 


HT: 6-O WT: 201 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Western Illinois 


MAN 
COVERAGE 
ZONE 
COVERAGE 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: He’s not an imposing guy physi- 
cally, he runs 4.6 or thereabouts, but he’s 
a productive son-of-a-gun. He’s got real 
good read-and-reaction, real good feel. and 
he'll show you a burst to the ball. He’s a 
playmaker. 


OUTSTANDING 


Scout: Instinctive. Opportunistic. Real 
active. He wants to be involved in every 
play. To me, he’s better attacking than 
retreating. He’s not a natural-looking cover 
guy. 


EE GRADE: 6.8 


G. LAWYER MILLOY 


NEW ENGLAND 


HT: 6-0 WT: 208 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Washington 


RUN 
SUPPORT 
ZONE 
COVERAGE 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: He’s a big-time safety. He’s phys- 
ical. He looks like a damn outside line- 
backer out there. If you have a running 
game of concern to them, or if you begin 
to run the ball effectively, they'll immedi- 
ately go to an eight-man front and involve 
him. 

Scout: He’s a hitter, a run supporter. That's 
his forte. But he’s a better athlete than most 
strong safeties. He’s not as fast as a Carnell 
Lake, but he’s got range in deep cover, man- 
cover mobility, ball reaction, all that stuff. 


es GRADE: 6.7 


7 . ROBERT GRIFFITH 


MINNESOTA 
HT: 5-11 WT: 193 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: San Diego State 


RUN 
SUPPORT 
TACKLE 
MAN 
COVERAGE 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: Collision guy. Plays up close to the 
line of scrimmage. He’s always around the 
ball, he makes a lot of tackles. He can cover, 
too. In dime, he goes out and covers the 
slot guy. 

Scout: He stands out. He muscles up as 
well as anybody. If you want to get any- 
thing going in your running game, you'd 
better account for him and Randle. When 
this guy gets a bead on you, he’s going to 
lay the wood and not think twice about it. 


GRADE: 6.6 


8S. TIM McDONALD 


SAN FRANCISCO 


HT: 6-2 WT: 215 NFL Seasons: 11 
College: Southern California 


KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: He’s strong, physical. He’s got out- 
standing smarts, outstanding feel for the 
game. He just can’t run anymore. He needs 
to be close to the line of scrimmage. When 
they put him in two-deep, he’s really exposed. 
He’s got zero range. 

Scout: He can’t run. He can’t be out in 
space. He compensates for his diminish- 


ABOVE AVERAGE 


AVERAGE 


ing skills with great awareness and instincts. 
He’s in the right place at the right time. 
And he’s an important presence in the lock- 
er room. 


EE GRADE: 6.4 V 


9. HENRY JONES 
BUFFALO 

HT: 5-11 WT: 198 
College: Illinois 


NFL Seasons: 7 
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MAN 
COVERAGE 


Scout: At one point, he was among the top 
three safeties in the league. He’s fallen off 
a bit, but he’s still a quality player. His key- 
and-diagnose is real quick, He’s active in 
run support, and he sull has real good ball 
instincts. 

Scout: Corner conversion. Not as big or 
physical as you'd like. He’s an athlete, but 
to me he’s only as good as the people around 
him. He isn’t special. 


es GRADE: 6.2 


10. MARTY CARTER 
CHICAGO 


HT: 6-1 WT: 212 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Middle Tennessee State 
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Scout: Along the lines of Shaun Gayle. 
Plays best in the box. He’s a guy who com- 
pensates for limited speed and athleticism 
with savvy and feel. If you emphasize your 
strong safety in run defense, it'd be hard 
to find a better guy. He’s one tough dude. 
Scout: He's not a great athlete, he’s got 
adequate speed and burst, but he takes good 
angles to the ball. He doesn’t chase you 
down the alley, he comes up the alley and 
meets you head on, When he has to retreat 
in coverage, that’s when he has trouble. 
He’s stiff, not at all natural. 


es GRADE: 6.2 


11. TOBY WRIGHT 


ST. LOUIS 
HT: 5-11 WT: 208 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Nebraska 


KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: Thick, muscular guy. Really tough. 
For me, he’s a one-dimensional player, a 
run-down only guy. He can handle the inter- 
ference by himself, he can knock big line- 
men on there ass and still stay up and make 
the play. He’s like another linebacker out 
there. 

Scout: Injuries are killing this guy. He's 
always banged up. When he’s healthy, he’s 


BELOW AVERAGE 


a train wreck waiting to happen. If you're 
on his track, he’ll blow you up. His liabil- 
ities show up in space, Not only is he straight- 
line, he doesn’t look to have any feel for 
coverage. 


ee GRADE: 6.1 > 


12. BLAINE BISHOP 


TENNESSEE 
HT: 5-9 WT: 197 NFL Seasons: 5 
College: Ball State 
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ZONE 
COVERAGE 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: Short, bow-legged guy. Real feisty. 
He'll have some problems in coverage, he’s 
not all that athletic, but, boy, he’s a key part 
of their run defense. He'll duck under guys 
and make tackles in-line, he'll make tack- 
les in pursuit. He’s an aggressive son-of- 
a-gun. 

Scout: He’s a run player. He’s quick to read 
and react. He'll burst to the ball and hit 
your ass. To me, he’s slipped a bit. He's 
not making the plays he used to, 


ees GRADE: 6.1 


1. DARRYL WILLIAMS 


SEATTLE 
HT: 6-O WT: 191 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Miami 


MAN 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 
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Scout: For pure athleticism, he’s as good 
as any free safety out there. He’s got excel- 
lent speed, range, acceleration to the ball 
in the air. He can get to the boundary and 
help out the corner. He can take away the 
skinny post. He’s a natural centerfielder. 
Scout: He’s got range. ball-play skills. He’s 
a good hitter. To me, the scheme is the main 
reason he’s become a top player. He’s more 
involved in the action up there (Seattle). 
In Cincinnati, they played him so damned 
deep he didn’t even have to shower after 
the game. They never put him up there in 
man-to-man cover. He was like a college 
safety. 


es GRADE: 7.0 


2. MERTON HANKS 
SAN FRANCISCO 


HT: 6-2 WT: 185 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: lowa 


RUN 
SUPPORT 
MAN 
COVERAGE 


Scout: He’s as loosey-goosey and disjointed 
and ugly as it gets. He’s like Rubber Man. 
But don’t let that body fool you into think- 
ing he can’t play. He’s got uncanny instincts. 
He gets great jumps on the ball deep to the 
angles, to the sidelines, and he’s got out- 
standing hands. When he goes for the ball, 
he usually comes up with it. 

Scout: He’s got that great radar, that big- 
play knack. He can play center field, he 
can cover the slot in your nickel package. 
If you're looking for a strong, physical guy 
back there, he’s not that, but he’s an effec- 
tive tackler. 


ee GRADE: 6.9 


%. KEITH LYLE 


ST. LOUIS 
HT: 6-2 WT: 204 NFL Seasons: 4 
College: Virginia 


RUN 
SUPPORT 
TACKLE 
MAN 
COVERAGE 


ABOVE AVERAGE 


Scout: He's got first-rate instincts. He 
knows where the ball is going and he’s got 
the ability to get there. You just don’t get 
to that many balls without having good 
hand-eye coordination and athleticism. He's 
going to get it if you throw it up there, 
Scout: He’s not that fast, but he’s got good 
range. He gets good jumps. He’s going to 
make a lot of plays on the ball, make a lot 
of tackles. He's got that strong safety size, 


es GRADE: 6.7 


4. STEVE ATWATER 


DENVER 
HT: 6-3 WT: 217 NFL Seasons: 9 
College: Arkansas 


COVERAGE 
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Scout: He’s big and strong. He’s physical, 
He’s a field general like Tim McDonald. 


Darryl Williams 


BELOW AVERAGE 
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FREE SAFETIES 


For me, he’s always been more of a strong 
safety type. He doesn’t have the long speed, 
the closing burst on deep routes, but as long 
as he keeps people in front of him, keeps 
a downhill look on them, he can corner 
receivers like a rat and smack them. 
Scout: Bright guy. Huge. Lacks some speed 
and change-of-direction. They try to keep 
him away from man-to-man coverage, but 
in their coverages he'll end up in half the 
field some of the time. When he’s up like 
a linebacker, that’s when he’s best. He'll 
fill, blitz. 
EE GRADE: 6.6 V 


5. STANLEY RICHARD 
WASHINGTON 


HT: 6-2 WT: 195 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: Texas 


KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: Rangy guy. Underrated. He just 
doesn’t jump out at you like a Darryl 
Williams, he doesn’t have that kind of accel- 
eration or hitting ability. But he’s a good ath- 
lete. He flows to the ball and makes plays, 
run and pass. 

Scout: He'll come up and tackle, but the 
physical part of the game isn’t really his 
style. He’s better as a pure free safety, a 
centerfielder type. He still runs well and 
he’s aggressive to the ball. 
eee GRADE: 6.5 


@. MARCUS ROBERTSON 


TENNESSEE 
HT: 5-11 WT: 197 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: lowa State 


rE] 


Scout: He can come up and play the run in 
the seams, he'll put a hit on you, but he’s 
not a guy you want to rotate up into that 
strong safety position. You want him back 
in halves or thirds. He plays the ball bet- 
ter than he plays the run. 

Scout: Smooth athlete. Makes the sec- 
ondary checks. He might not run quite as 
well as he did before the knee injury, but 
he’s got excellent feel. He reads the quar- 
terbacks, sorts out the routes. He gets a real 
good break on the ball. 


ee GRADE: 6.5 


7. ERIC TURNER 
OAKLAND 


HT: 6-1 WT: 207 NFL Seasons: 7 
College: UCLA 


- — 


ZONE 
COVERAGE 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: He's big, fast, physical. He can burst 
to the ball and knock your nose in the dirt. 
His main negative is above the neck. He'll 
play out of control sometimes, he'll lose 
focus on what he’s supposed to be doing. 
Still. when his head's in the game, he’s a 
factor. He’s got top-level talent. 

Scout: My idea of a strong safety. A play- 
run-first guy. He’s tough, strong. He can 
play off blocks and stone backs in the crease. 
When he’s back in deep coverage, he can 
accelerate when he sees it. He just doesn’t 
see it as quickly as the better free safeties. 


es GRADE: 6.3 V 
8. WILLIE CLAY 


NEW ENGLAND 
HT: 5-10 WT: 198 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Georgia Tech 
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MAN 
COVERAGE 
ZONE 
COVERAGE 
HANDS 
KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 
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Scout: He compensates for size and speed 
deficiencies with intelligence and instincts. 
He’s wired into offenses, he’s wired into 
defenses, and he gets to the right place at 
the right time. 

Scout: He’s an opportunistic player. He's 
where the ball is, and he’s not afraid to 
tackle. He’s willing to throw his body in 
there and get after people. 


Es GRADE: 6.2 
9. MARK CARRIER 


DETROIT 


HT: 6-1 WT: 192 NFL Seasons: 8 
College: Southern California 


ZONE 
COVERAGE 


| 


MAN 
COVERAGE 


| KEY & 
DIAGNOSE 


Scout: He doesn’t have big speed or accel- 
eration, but he’s got good feel. He sees 
things and reacts quickly, and he’s aggres- 
sive to the ball. He’s not going to let you 
catch it and then make the play. If he’s got 
a chance to make a play on the ball, he’s 
going to make that play on the ball. 

Scout: Collision player. A little undersized 
for how he plays. He showed up better in 
the Detroit scheme than he did in Chicago 
the last few years, but he’s not in the elite 
category. He’s never really played up to 
that first year or two with the Bears. 

es GRADE: 6.2 


10. JASON BELSER 


INDIANAPOLIS 


HT: 5-9 WT: 188 NFL Seasons: 6 
College: Oklahoma 


MAN 
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Scout: High-energy guy. Plays with a lot 
of emotion. Very smart, very instinctive. 


az. Ft) 


| ABOVE AVERAGE 


For a slow, undersized kid, he makes a lot 
of plays. He'll deliver a lick, too. He’s 
tough. 

Scout: He's resourceful, strong for his size, 
but he’s got to keep things in front of him, 
because if he makes a mistake or jumps on 
something, he doesn’t have recovery speed. 
He’s just not going to be able to turn and 
catch up, 


es GRADE: 6.1 


11. JEROME woops 
KANSAS CITY 


HT: 6-2 WT: 198 NFL Seasons: 2 
College: Memphis 
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Scout: Big, rangy kid. Athletic. Aggres- 
sive. He’s around the ball, he makes a lot 
of tackles. He can run and maneuver with 
tight ends, slots, At this stage, he’s not going 
to read quarterbacks and routes like a DeRon 
Cherry, get those instantaneous jumps, but 
he can drive on the ball and pick it. 

Ee GRADE: 6.1 A 


12. ORLANDO THOMAS 
MINNESOTA 


HT: 6-1 WT: 210 NFL Seasons: 3 
College: Southwestern Louisiana 


MAN 
COVERAGE 
ZONE 
COVERAGE 


Scout: The knee appeared to affect him. 
He didn’t look like the same player he was 
before. When he’s healthy, he’s got pure 
centerfielder skills: anticipation, range, 
hands. The big negative with him has always 
been his reluctance to come up and sup- 
port the run. He’s just not a physical guy. 


ee GRADE: 6.1 


13. MIKE MINTER 
CAROLINA 

HT: 5-10 WT: 190 NFL Seasons: 1 
College: Nebraska 
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Scout: Exciting, Great energy. He’s got 
speed, range, he can man-cover ught ends. 
At times, he'll get a little out of control in 
space and overrun the ball, but he has a 
feel for routes and reacts quickly. 

Scout: He’s tough, active. He’s a striker 
with good face-up coverage. You'd like 
him to be a little bigger, but he plays with 
strength and leverage. If there’s a negative, 
it’s that he'll play a little deep in zones, a 
little conservative. That’s not unusual for 
young ones, 


EEE GRADE: 6.0 A 


BELOW AVERAGE 


SPECIALISTS 


__Kickers Punters] Punters 


LEG STRENGTH/DIRECTION 


1. JOHN HALL 
New York Jets 

2. BRAD DALUISO 
New York Giants 

3. MORTEN ANDERSEN 
Atlanta 

4. MICHAEL HUSTED 
Tampa Bay 

5. JASON HANSON 
Detroit 


6. JEFF WILKINS 
St. Louis 


1. MORTEN ANDERSEN 
Atlanta 


2. GARY ANDERSON 
Minnesota 

3. JASON HANSON 
Detroit 

4. JOHN KASAY 
Carolina 

5. JOHN CARNEY 
San Diego 

6. STEVE CHRISTIE 
Buffalo 


7. NORM JOHNSON 


Pittsburgh 


1. DARREN BENNETT 
San Diego 

2. MATT TURK 
Washington 

3. TOM TUPA 
New England 

4. CRAIG HENTRICH 
Tennessee 

5. LEO ARAGUZ 
Oakland 


1. LEO ARAGUZ 
Oakland 


2. MATT TURK 
Washington 

3. RICK TUTEN 
St. Louis 

4. LOUIE AGUIAR 
Kansas City 


5. GREG MONTGOMERY 
Baltimore 


DIRECTION 


1. LOUIS AGUIAR 
Kansas City 

2. LEE JOHNSON 
Cincinnati 

3. JEFF FEAGLES 
Seattle 

4. DAN STRYZINSKI 
Atlanta 


5. MATT TURK 
Washington 


Jason Hanson 


SPECIALISTS 


Kickoff 


Returners Special Teams Aces 


1. MICHAEL BATES, WR . BENNY THOMPSON, S 
Carolina Baltimore 


4. MICHAEL BATES 2. ANDRE COLLINS, LB . MATT RUSSELL, LB 
Carolina Chicago Detroit 
3. PATRISE ALEXANDER, LB . GREG MANUSKY, LB 
2. aang VANOVER Washington . Kansas City ; 
RE SiR 4. HAROLD MORROW, FB . CORY SCHLESINGER, FB 
3. BYRON HANSPARD Minnesota Detroit 
Atlanta 5. ANTHONY EDWARDS, WR . TIM HAUCK, S 
4. DESMOND HOWARD Arizona Seattle 
Oakland 6. DWIGHT STONE, WR . BRAD BOYER, LB 
5. BRIAN MITCHELL Carolina Jacksonville 
Washington 
6. STEVE BROUSSARD ___ Byron Hanspard 
Seattle 


Punt 
Returners 


1. DEION SANDERS 
Dallas 


2. ERIC METCALF 
Arizona 

3. DARRIEN GORDON 
Denver 

4. EDDIE KENNISON 
St. Louis 

5. DAVID PALMER 
Minnesota 


6. TAMARICK VANOVER 
Kansas City 
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&>- PREVIEWS 


Antonio Freeman, Green Bay 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST 

1. Dallas 

2. New York 

3. Washington 
4, Arizona 

5. Philadelphia 


CENTRAL 
1. Green Bay 
2. Tampa Bay 
3. Minnesota 

4. Detroit 

‘ 5. Chicago 

WEST 
1. San Francisco 
2. Carolina 

} 3. Atlanta 

: 4, St. Louis 

5. New Orleans 

‘ 
1997 STANDINGS 
EAST Wale ti aPet. 
New York 10 5 1 656 
Washington Be 7a cao aoe 
Philadelphia 6 9 1 406 
Dallas 6 10 O .375 
Arizona 412 0O .250 
CENTRAL We ILS ST Set: 

| Green Bay 13 3 O 813 
Tampa Bay 10 6 O .625 
Detroit 9 7 O .563 
Minnesota Py a ex 
Chicage 412 0 .250 
WEST WL or Pet. 
San Francisco 13 3 O .813 
Carolina 7 9 O .438 
Atlanta 7 9 #O 438 
New Orleans 6 10 O .375 
St. Louis §&- 11 0.313 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 6-10 
COACH: Chan Gailey 
STADIUM: Texas 


5-YEAR SCAN 


94° "95 "96 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


Frointsicame | 18.0 | 22 


Total Yards/Game 298.6 ral} 


| Rushing Yards/Game | 102.8 | 20 | 


Passing Yards/Game 196.3 20 


Eon IG 


3rd Down Efficiency 36. 2 


Points/Game 18.6 


Total Yards/Game 282.3 =e 


Rushing Yards/Game 124.6 24 


Frasing Yardsicame | 167.6 | 1 


1st Downs/Game 17.6 ub 


ard Down Efficiency | 38.2 | 18 | 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Turnover Margin Eee 


Time of Possession 28:53 13 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Olfensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1015 3,87 5.31 4.71 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1022 3.90 4.34 442 


FORECAST Because team owner Jerry 
2000 Jones has deep pockets and 

because quarterback Troy 
Aikman will be only 33 when the season 
begins, the Cowboys are almost certain to 
be competitive in the year 2000. But they 
may not be much more than that. 

The late, great Cowboys team that won 
three Super Bowls in four seasons was built 
by Jimmy Johnson, who was masterful at 
assembling talented players and a first-rate 
group of assistant coaches. When Johnson 
quit in a huff in the spring of 1994, Jones 
declared that any of hundreds of men could 
have coached the Cowboys to back-to-back 
Super Bow! victories. Perhaps Jones was 
right about that, but few others could have 
done such a brilliant job of putting a dom- 
inant team together so quickly. When John- 
son departed, his personnel judgment went 
with him. It is that judgment that Jones has 
been unable to duplicate. 

The first three post-Johnson drafts pro- 
duced just one Pro Bowler — offensive 
lineman Larry Allen — and as free agency 
took the Cowboys apart one offseason at 
a time, there was no one to replace depart- 
ed front-liners such as Alvin Harper, Mark 
Stepnoski, Ken Norton and Russell Mary- 
land. Poor draft decisions, combined with 
the loose hand of Johnson’s successor, 
Barry Switzer, were a terrible mix for a 
veteran team that desperately needed an 
infusion of youth and enthusiasm. 

By 2000, virtually all of Johnson’s play- 
ers could be gone. Emmitt Smith, who has 
declined badly in recent seasons, will be 
31 when the season begins. Michael Irvin 
will be 34, Nate Newton 38, Tony Tolbert 
32 and Chad Hennings 35. 

There are precious few impact players 
waiting in the wings. Jones believes the Cow- 
boys had better drafts from 1994-96 than 
most give them credit for, but he admits there 
have been problems. He claims that the drafts 
of 1997 and 1998 have been good ones. 

Those drafts will determine what the 
Cowboys will look like in 2000. There’s 
little doubt Aikman will still be near the 
top of his game and that Jones now has a 
first-rate coach in Chan Gailey. But unless 
youngsters such as wide receiver Macey 
Brooks and defensive end Greg Ellis come 
through, the Cowboys will be in trouble. 

Deep pockets enable Jones to cover up 
a lot of draft mistakes by spending liber- 
ally on free agents. The Cowboys have 
made wise decisions, acquiring center Ray 
Donaldson, safety George Teague, line- 
backer Fred Strickland and others. But free 


== — Cowboys 


Defense should continue to be a strong 
sult for the Cowboys, who appear to have 
a star of the future in 25-year-old linebacker 
Dexter Coakley. 


agency can do only so much. The NFL's 
salary cap limits Jones’ maneuverability, 
which is why draft disappointments such 
as Shante Carver and Kavika Pittman have 
been so damaging to the franchise. 

Jones has always been adept at ana- 
lyzing mistakes and correcting them. He 
decided that Switzer had to go, even though 
their friendship made it a difficult deci- 
sion. Someday, he may realize that the 
Cowboys need a full scouting staff to search 
for both college and pro talent. 


Still, the future may not be as bleak as 
some may paint. In 2000, the Cowboys 
should still have a pair of quality offen- 
sive tackles in Allen and Erik Williams, 
who will be only 32. Flozell Adams, a sec- 
ond-round pick in 1998, will be one of the 
guards, and many in the NFL believe the 
young wideout Brooks is headed for star- 
dom. Smith is the biggest question on 
offense, but if the passing game is good 
enough, the Cowboys won’t have to rely 
on him as they once did. 

Defensively, there is much uncertain- 
ty. The Cowboys are counting on Ellis, 
their first-round pick this April, to play 
immediately. Another young player, line- 
backer Dexter Coakley, looks like a star in 
the making. Cornerbacks Kevin Smith and 
Deion Sanders will still be around in 2000, 
as will one of the game’s best strong safeties, 
Darren Woodson. If tackle Leon Lett stays 
clean, the Cowboys should be much bet- 
ter than average defensively. 

One key will be keeping defensive coor- 
dinator Dave Campo. If he is lured away 


OFFENSE 


FB 
Daryl Johnston 
Nicky Sualua 


RB 
Emmitt Smith 
Chris Warren 


DEPTH 


for a head coaching job, the Cowboys will 
struggle to replace him with anyone near- 
ly as good. 

Will there be enough left in Dallas for 
the Cowboys to make another Super Bow! 
run at the turn of the century? Possibly. 
The Packers are being taken apart by free 
agency, and the 49ers likely will have lost 
their two most important players — Steve 
Young and Jerry Rice — by 2000. 

Which teams in the NFC East will be 
better than the Cowboys in 2000? The Red- 
skins? No. The Cardinals? Perhaps. The 
Giants? Perhaps. 

What the Cowboys still have over most 
opponents is talent at the most important 
position. Aikman gives the Cowboys at 
least a chance to win every week. If they 
do reach the Super Bowl again, it will be 
a tribute to his brilliance, and also to Jones, 
who in 1989 bought a franchise that was 
losing money and games. He has turned 
the Cowboys into the league’s most prof- 
itable team with shrewd marketing and 
lucrative endorsement deals. The Cowboys 


RDT 


Leon Lett 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


GREG ELLIS DE 
North Carolina 6-52 280 4.85 1/8) 
Scout: He's got size and speed and he played bas- 
ketball there for a couple years. The upside on him 
is good. 

Scout: He doesn't take people on and shed them 
and make you say, “He's for sure.” But he wants to 
get it done and he’s got the pass-rush ability. 


FLOZELL ADAMS OT 
Michigan State 6-7 335 5.52 2 
Scout: Big, gifted guy but he lacks enthusiasm. He 
never finishes anything. 

Scout: He’s going to require a little coaching but 
he sure fits the mold. 


MICHAEL MYERS DT 


Alabama 6-2'2 285 5.10 4(100) 
Scout: A stir’em up player. He plays like the Vikings 
play. Rush, rush, rush—that’s what he does. 


may not be the league’s best team, but for 
the foreseeable future, they’ ll remain bet- 
ter than a lot of others. 


DEFENSE 


Dexter Coakley 
Nate Hemsley 


FS 
Omar Stoutmire 
Singor Mobley 


Antonio Anderson MLB 


LDT 


Fred Strickland 
Vinson Smith 


Chad Hennings 
Michael Myers 


LDE 


Tony Tolbert 
Herman Smith 


Flozell Adams 


TE 


David LaFleur 


Eric Bjornson 


LCB 


ss 
Darren Woodson 
Charlie Williams 


SLB 
Randall Godfrey 


Kevin Smith 
Wendell Davis 


P — Toby Gowin 
PK — Richie Cunningham 


SPECIALISTS 


PR — Deion Sanders 
KR — Herschel Walker 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 10-5-1 
COACH: Jim Fassel 
STADIUM: Giants 


5-YEAR SCAN 


94 = "95 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


Froitsicame | 182) 21 


Total Yards/Game 282.1 27 


Rushing Yards/Game | 124.3 


Passing Yards/Game 157.8 28 


[ist Downs/Game | 17.1 | 23 


3rd Down Efficiency 31.2 


28 
3 


Points/Game i 


Total Yards/Game 


Rushing Yards/Game 90.7 


[Passing Yards/Game | 228.0 | 26 


1st Downs/Game 18.4 25 


Lard Down Etficiency | 34.40 | 10 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Turnover Margin in| ete | 


Time of Possession 29:27 19 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1082 3.36 5.56 4.88 


FORECAST The Giants will be the NFL's 
200 O best team in 2000. If not the 

best, certainly one of the top 
two or three, a team carefully designed and 
expertly coached and seemingly on its way 
to proving that a 1997 division champi- 
onship was only the beginning. 

By 2000, Jim Fassel will have estab- 
lished himself as one of the NFL’s top head 
coaches, a master motivator and a brilliant 
strategist. After just one season on the job, 
Fassel already reminds many in the NFL 
of Joe Gibbs, who led the Washington Red- 
skins to eight playoff appearances and four 
Super Bowls in 12 seasons. 

Still, a coach can only do so much. With 
the retirement of Giants general manager 
George Young, widely recognized around 
the league as one of the game’s best talent 
evaluators, the responsibility of acquiring 
talent has fallen to Ernie Accorsi. 

In 2000, the league will recognize the 
Fassel/Accorsi tandem as perhaps its best. 
Accorsi brings a sterling track record, hav- 
ing built both the Colts and Browns into 
annual contenders. Accorsi has never con- 
structed a Super Bow] team, but he built con- 
tenders despite working for two of the 
league’s most combustible owners — the 
late Robert Irsay of the Colts and Art Mod- 
ell of the Browns. 

Now, Accorsi has terrific ownership in 
the Mara/Tisch partnership. Accorsi no 
longer has to lie awake at night wonder- 
ing if his owner has traded his star quar- 
terback, as Irsay did with John Elway in 
Baltimore. What's more, the Giants have 
plenty of money and already have spent 
some of it to sign several of their most 
prominent players to long-term deals. 

This isn’t to say everything is going to 
be perfect in New York at the turn of the 
century. Fassel handed the starting quar- 
terback job to Danny Kanell last season 
and stuck with him through some very 
erratic performances. The Giants finished 
with the third-fewest passing yards in the 
NFL and Kanell’s numbers were mediocre: 
11 TD passes, 9 interceptions. 

What Fassel is hoping is that the 24-year- 
old Kanell will continue to progress, that 
he’ ll grow and be productive. At times, he 
has looked very good, showing both a 
strong, accurate arm and good judgment. 
At other times, he made the kind of mis- 
takes that first-time starters almost always 
make. If the Giants are to cross the thresh- 
old that separates good teams from cham- 
pionship teams, Kanell must perform at a 
higher level. 

Even if Kanell never makes it to the 


If scouts are correct, Ike Hilliard will devel- 
op into a go-to receiver for the Giants. 
Hilliard missed 14 games in '97 after suf- 
fering a neck injury. 


Pro Bowl, the Giants may still get to a 
Super Bowl in 2000 because of the talent 
Young and Accorsi have surrounded Kanell 
with. Fullback Charles Way and running 
back Tyrone Wheatley combined for 1,281 
yards in 1998 and both will be only 28 in 
2000. Accorsi is counting on two wide 
receivers from the 1998 draft — Penn State’s 
Joe Jurevicius and Purdue’s Brian Alford 
— to be contributors in 2000, along with 


1997 first-rounder Ike Hilliard. There are 
few questions elsewhere. The entire start- 
ing offensive line still won't have cele- 
brated a 30th birthday in 2000, and if Kanell 
is just a bit better than adequate, the Giants 
will have the kind of talent to dominate 
opponents. 

Defensively, the story is much the same. 
Once criticized for his poor draft choices, 
Young left the Giants with as solid a core 
of young talent as any in the NFL. Defen- 
sive ends Michael Strahan (14 sacks last sea- 
son) and Bernard Holsey will still be in 
their 20s in 2000. Linebacker Jessie Arm- 
stead will turn 30 in the second month of 
the season. 

Likewise, the secondary is full of young- 
sters. Cornerback Jason Sehorn and safe- 
ty Tito Wooten will be in their 20s and 
cornerback Phillippi Sparks will be only 
31. By 2000, this year’s first-round pick, 
UCLA safety Shaun Williams, should be 
a starter. 

The Giants won in 1997 with offen- 
sive and defensive lines that controlled 


OFFENSE 


DEPTH 


opponents. They ranked seventh in the NFL 
in rushing offense, third in rushing defense 
and led the league with a turnover ratio of 
plus-25. Their smashmouth style fit nice- 
ly at Giants Stadium, one of the NFL’s most 
hostile environments for visiting teams. 

What could ruin this rosy picture? Free 
agency, for one thing. The Giants will have 
to twist every cent out of the salary cap to 
keep Armstead, Strahan and others. They 
have to hope that Kanell becomes a com- 
petent starter. And they have to hope that 
youngsters such as Way and Tiki Barber 
can deal with success in a city with the 
country’s hottest spotlight. 

Fassel has shown an ability to deal with 
distractions. He does not leave his office at 
night until problems have been confronted. 
His combination of honesty and work ethic 
won the admiration of virtually every play- 
er in the locker room last season. 

If his first season is any indication, he'll 
handle whatever New York can throw at 
him. And with young players such as Way, 
Strahan and others just hitting their prime, 


P — Brad Maynard, Will Brice 
PK — Brad Daluiso 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


SHAUN WILLIAMS s 


UCLA 6-1") 210 4.47 1(24) 
Scout: He's got awareness, he's got range and he's 
a contact hitter. 

Scout: He's better closer to the line of scrimmage. 
He's not an Eric Turner or a Kenny Easley. 


JOE JUREVICIUS WR 
Penn State 


6-5 230 4,65 2(55 
Scout: Shades of Boyd Dowler. He's that 6-5 kid 
who doesn't have that first step, but, boy, he made 
a lot of plays down the field for those people. 
Scout: A lot of people are looking at him as an 
H-back. He'd have to prove to me first that he 
couldn't be a wide receiver. 


BRIAN ALFORD WR 
Purdue 6-1, 188 4.45 3(70 


Scout: He's fluid, fast. He accelerates out of his 
routes. His hands are the concern. He tends to 
double-catch. 


the biggest city in America may also have 
the best NFL team in America. 


DEFENSE 


SPECIALISTS 


PR — Tiki Barber 
KR — Jason Sehorn 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 8-7-1 


COACH: Norv Turner 
STADIUM: Jack Kent Cooke 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/Game | 20.4 | 15 | 


Total Yards/Game 312.4 16 


Rushing Yards/Game | 100.9 | 21 | 


Passing Yards/Game 211.4 11 


List Downs/Game | 18.8 | 13 


3rd Down Efficiency 42.3 


LEAGUE 
RANK 


Points/Game 18.1 


Total Yards/Game =| 314.4 | 16 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 138.3 28 


[Passing Yards/Game | 176.1 | 3 


Ist Downs/Game 18.3 17 


3rd Down Efficiency | 33.3 | 8 | 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Frurnover Maron] st) 14 | 


Time of Possession 29:27 18 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1033 3.57 5.83 4.84 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1068 4.8500 5120 47 


The Redskins look toward 
FORECAST 2000 with as much uncer- 
2000 tainty as any other NFL team. 
From an uncertain ownership to an aging 
roster to a head coach still looking for his 
first playoff appearance, the Redskins have 
dozens of issues that could bring radical 
changes. 

One thing is clear: The Redskins aren't 
being constructed for the long run. Man- 
agement believes the current NFL system 
dictates that teams concentrate on the pre- 
sent and not the future. That explains why 
the Redskins entered the 1997 season with 
the league’s third-oldest starting lineup. 
The only older lineups belonged to the 49ers 
and Cowboys, who have both won Super 
Bowls since the Redskins last made a play- 
off appearance in 1992. 

First, there’s the question of owner- 


ship. John Kent Cooke, who took charge of 


day-to-day operations when his dad, Jack 
Kent Cooke, died in April 1997, says he 
will keep the Redskins and eventually pass 
ownership to his sons, John and Thomas, 

However, John Kent Cooke has not yet 
announced how he’ll manage that, and his 
father’s estate didn’t make it easy. The vast 
majority of the $800 million estate was left 
to a foundation charged with building and 
opening an orphanage for underprivileged 
kids. That foundation now owns the Red- 
skins, and while Cooke said he would pur- 
chase the franchise from the foundation, 
the foundation has the legal obligation to 
sell to the highest bidder. 

Next, there is coach Norv Turner, who 
is 26-37-1 after four seasons on the job. 
His teams are 3-14-1 in games decided by 
three points or less, including a 1-8-1 record 
in such games the past two seasons. 

In fairness to Turner, he inherited a 
decrepit team and spent his first two sea- 
sons simply building the roster. After los- 
ing 22 of their first 28 games under Turner, 
the Redskins have gone 20-15-1, with win- 
ning records the past two seasons. How- 
ever, Tumer has never led a team into the 
playoffs, and until he does, there will be 
doubts about his ability. 

More troubling is that that Redskins 
are getting old even before they’ ve gotten 
good. Cornerback Darrell Green is 38 and 
not likely to be playing in 2000, but he’s only 
the most prominent of six defensive starters 
who likely will be gone by the turn of the 
century. The others include cornerback Cris 
Dishman, linebacker Ken Harvey, line- 
backer Marvcus Patton, safety Stanley 
Richard and safety Jesse Campbell. The 
Redskins have a stockpile of talented young 


For the Redskins to contend for champi- 
onships in the NFC East, quarterback Gus 
Frerotte must improve. He completed 50.7 
percent of his passes in '97. 


linebackers, especially Derek Smith and 
Greg Jones, who should be ready to replace 
Patton and Harvey by 2000, But in other 
areas on defense, questions abound. 
Other than running back Terry Allen, 
who is 31, the Redskins could have their 1998 
offense together in 2000, Unfortunately, 
that offense has been one of the league’s most 
erratic the last two seasons. The biggest 
question is quarterback Gus Frerotte, who 
struggled badly in 1997, The Redskins are 


counting on him to have a comeback sea- 
son in 1998, but if he has more problems, 
Tumer has said he will tum to veteran back- 
up Jeff Hostetler, who is 37 and probably 
playing his last season. 

However, the Redskins have a nice sup- 
ply of young offensive linemen, running 
backs and wide receivers. By 2000, they're 
hoping that 1998 No. 1 pick Stephen Alexan- 
der, a speedy tight end from Oklahoma, 
will be an impact player. They have simi- 
lar hopes for UCLA running back Skip 
Hicks. 

Yet Turner probably will still be pay- 
ing for two draft mistakes: the selection of 
quarterback Heath Shuler in 1994 and wide 
receiver Michael Westbrook in 1995. They 
were supposed offensive cornerstones, but 
Shuler lost his job to Frerotte, and Westbrook 
has been injury-prone and inconsistent. 

Turner is hoping that with a first-rate 
offensive line and enough other playmak- 
ers on offense, the Redskins can score points 
despite the lack of a star quarterback. But 
he knows it won't be easy and that trying 


OFFENSE 


Gus Frerotte 
Jeff Hostetler 


DEPTH 


to cover up the most important position is 
no way to get to a Super Bowl. 

Still, the picture is not totally bleak. 
Jack Kent Cooke’s lasting legacy to the 
Redskins was construction of an 81,000- 
seat stadium in suburban Maryland. After 
three decades in the NFL’s smallest facil- 
ity, RFK Stadium, the Redskins in 1997 
moved into one of the league’s biggest and 
most lucrative venues. With its 15,000 club 
seats and 200-plus luxury suites, Jack Kent 
Cooke Stadium produces an additional $25 
to $30 million in revenues each season. So 
even if the Redskins struggle on the field, 
they should always have the resources to be 
active in free agency. 

They gave a glimpse of that in the off- 
season when they spent $13 million in sign- 
ing bonuses to acquire defensive tackles 
Dana Stubblefield and Dan Wilkinson. 
Meanwhile, general manager Charley 
Casserly has recovered nicely from a string 
of poor drafts. In the last four years he has 
restocked the Redskins with a nucleus of 
young talent. In all, 17 of his last 22 draft 
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Darrell Green 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


STEPHEN ALEXANDER TE 


Oklahoma 6-4" 245 4.65 2(48) 
Scout: He's like Brent Jones, only faster. 

Scout: Everybody sees him as a real good athlete, 
but! think he’s more straight-line and stiff. 


SKIP HICKS RB 


UCLA 5-112 228 4,55 3(69 
Scout: He's got those little subtle moves and he's 
really heavy when he hits guys. Real strong with 
great balance, but you worry about the intensity. 
Scout: Hell of an athlete. Reminded me of Franco 
(Harris). This kid goes in there and dances away and 
steps out of bounds. 


choices are still on the roster and should 
be there in 2000. If he’s right about Alexan- 
der and Hicks, and if Frerotte bounces 
back, the Redskins should be competitive 
in 2000. But questions at several positions 
figure to keep a Super Bowl appearance 
out of range. 


DEFENSE 


Keith Thibodeaux 


Rich Owens 
Kelvin Kinney 
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ROLB 
Derek Smith 
Twan Russell 


FS 
Stanley Richard 
Leomont Evans 


Dana Stubblefield MLB 


Ryan Kuehl 


TE 
Jamie Asher 


Stephen Alexander 


LCB 


Marveus Patton 
Patrise Alexander 


ss 
Jesse Campbell 
Jamel Williams 


Cris Dishman 
Darryl Pounds 


P — Matt Turk 
PK — Scott Blanton, Danny Kight 


SPECIALISTS 
PR — Brian Mitchell 
KR — Brian Mitchell 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 4-12 


COACH: Vince Tobin 
STADIUM: Sun Devil 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/came | 17.7 | 25 


Total Yards/Game 294.6 24 


[Rushing Yards/came | 78.4 | 30 


Passing Yards/Game 216.1 10 


istDowns/Game | 18.4 | 14 


8rd Down Efficiency 35.1 24 


Points/Game 23.7 25 


Total Yards/Game | 330.1 | 27 


Rushing Yards/Game 136.3 27 


Passing Yards/Game | 202.9 | 15_| 


Ist Downs/Game 18.6 20 


ard oown eicency | 242 | 8 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Fiurmover Maran] 22 | 20 


Time of Possession 29:02 23 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


107888 608488 
DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


10448 418 B18 BAT 


FORECAST Many tears have been shed 

in Arizona over the Cardinals 
2000 ever since they moved from 
St. Louis before the start of the 1988 sea- 
son. We can start with the fact that not once 
in those 10 years have they had a winning 
season, much less made the playoffs, and 
go from there. 

But when Bob Ferguson, the club’s vice 
president for player personnel, emerged 
misty eyed from draft headquarters in April, 
he was crying for another reason. He was 
actually happy. 

The Cardinals had just taken Florida 
State defensive end Andre Wadsworth with 
their first pick, the third overall. It was the 
exclamation point of a trade that sent the No. 
2 pick to San Diego for the Chargers’ first- 
round selection (No. 3), wide receiver-kick 
returner Eric Metcalf, linebacker Patrick 
Sapp, a second-round selection and next 
year’s first-round pick. 

The move ensured San Diego of get- 
ting one of the two quarterbacks it covet- 
ed. And it ensured the Cardinals of getting 
the player they wanted, Wadsworth, plus a 
lot more. 

Some draftniks consider Wadsworth 
the second coming of Bruce Smith, with- 
out the baggage. He is an outstanding cit- 
izen, an eager-to-please role model and not 
least of all, a ferocious pass-rusher, join- 
ing a defensive line that already includes Pro 
Bowler Eric Swann and Simeon Rice, the 
Defensive Rookie of the Year in 1996. 

Beyond what it added on the field, the 
trade with San Diego symbolized what's 
happening with the Cardinals. And most of 
it is good. In the absence of a general man- 
ager, Ferguson has proven to be an adept 
manipulator. Meanwhile, much-maligned 
owner Bill Bidwill appears to be getting the 
hang of it after he opened the coffers and re- 
signed such talented players as Swann and 
wide receiver Frank Sanders. Bidwill has 
relinquished many responsibilities to his son, 
Michael, who is no dim bulb, and lets the 
football people make the football decisions. 

For a change, they seem to know what 
they’re doing. Coach Vince Tobin's first 
mission when he took over in 1996 was to 
clean up the mess left by Buddy Ryan. 
Tobin is low-keyed, organized and a stick- 
ler for details — everything the combat- 
ive Ryan wasn’t. 

“When I got here, I didn’t feel that 
everyone was going in the same direc- 
tion,” said Tobin, the former Colts defen- 
sive coordinator. “We had offense against 
the defense, and it seems like we weren't 
a cohesive unit. That's the big thing we’ ve 


Jake Plummer hinted at his potential last 
season, driving the Cardinals 98 yards for 
a TD in his first series as a professional 
quarterback. 


turned around.” But it’s not the only thing. 
“We've got better players than we did two 
years ago,” he said. 

The emergence of rookie quarterback 
Jake Plummer last season enabled the Car- 
dinals to dangle the No. 2 pick as bait for 
the hungriest fish. Plummer, the local hero 
from Arizona State, broke all of Neil Lomax’s 
rookie records with the Cardinals and clear- 
ly embodies the future. His mobility, savvy 
and charisma remind many of a young Joe 
Montana. Surrounded by an improving sup- 
porting cast, itis Plummer who will lead the 
Cardinals, who have not won a playoff game 
since 1947, into the next century. 

By 2000, the pieces should be in place 


to enable the Cardinals to — dare we say 
it? — contend for a championship. Assum- 
ing he remains in good health, Plummer 
will have had three seasons of experience 
and be poised for his breakout year. The 
Cardinals hired Mare Trestman as offen- 
sive coordinator with the singular purpose 
of melding the talents of Plummer with the 
West Coast offense Trestman implement- 
ed with the 49ers. 

A suspect offensive line should be 
improved. Most of the starters are young, 
and don’t forget that No, | pick from the 
Chargers next year. Wide receivers Sanders 
and Rob Moore should still be productive. 
The running game, long a soft spot (the 
Cards finished last in rushing last season), 
got help with the signing of Adrian Murrell, 
a consistent 1,000-yard performer. 

In two years the defense, led by the 
front four, should be formidable. A domi- 
nant line will make life easier for a group 
of linebackers that right now can only be 
considered ordinary. Jamir Miller has enor- 
mous ability; maybe he will respond to all 


OFFENSE 


Die maser ee 


that is happening around him. 

The front four’s ability to pressure the 
quarterback and stuff the run can only help 
a secondary that isn’t bad right now. Aeneas 
Williams is an All-Pro comerback who shows 
no signs of slowing down. The other cor- 
nerback, Tom Knight, suffered through the 
usual rookie indoctrination last year, but the 
Cardinals love his ability and attitude. Safe- 
ty, another previous trouble spot, was strength- 
ened by the addition of Corey Chavous, a 
second-round steal out of Vanderbilt. 

Even if Bidwill doesn’t get the domed 
stadium he desires and the Cardinals remain 
tenants in Sun Devil Stadium, the sunny 
climes and the progress being shown should 
allow the club to keep its free agents and 
entice new ones, the salary cap notwith- 
standing. Phoenix could be the place to be, 
and not just for the golf. 

“Tam very optimistic, very excited about 
our future,” said Tobin, who noted the Car- 
dinals remind him of the 1995 Colts team 
that came within a Hail Mary pass of the Super 
Bowl. “We're going in the right direction,” 


P—Scott Player 
PK—Joe Nedney 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


ANDRE WADSWORTH DE 


Florida State 6-3) 278 4.75 _1(3) 
Scout: He's like a Bruce Smith or Reggie White. 
He comes in and changes your team around. If 
you're 4-12, in two years you'll be 12-4. 

Scout: He's not as big as you'd like but, boy, he's 
got great speed and athletic ability and a great 
motor. 


COREY CHAVOUS s 


Vanderbilt 6-0 204 4.54 2(33 
Scout: | might have to ask him for a job someday. 
He's really bright, he's really alert and he knows 
everything, not only about the game, but also the 
league. | think his instincts, his ability to play the 
ball, his size, everything is what you want in a 
safety. | don't think he has the speed for corner. 


ANTHONY CLEMENT OT 


Southwestern Loulsiana 6-7', 3555.63 _2(36) 
Scout: He's as big as anybody I've seen. He's a pret- 
ty good knee bender. He doesn't have great feet, 
but look at the size of the guy. 


DEFENSE 


Ronald McKinnon 
Mark Maddox 


SPECIALISTS 


PR — Eric Metcalf 
KR — Eric Metcalf 


1997 RECORD: 6-9-1 
COACH: Ray Rhodes 
STADIUM: Veterans 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/Game || 19.8 | 19 | 


Total Yards/Game 349.4 5 


[Rushing Yards/Game | 121.4 | 10 


Passing Yards/Game 227.9 6 


[ist Downs/Game | 20.4 | 3 | 


3rd Down Efficiency 37.2 


17 
Points/Game 23.3 24 


Total Yards/Game 308.3 isa 


Rushing Yards/Game 125.6 25 


[Passing Yards/Game | 182.7 | 7 | 


1st Downs/Game 17.9 13 
3rd Down Efficiency 36.8 16 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Turnover Margin 6 24 


Time of Possession 31.09 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1116 4.18 5.60 5.01 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1008 4.22 4.58 4.88 


FORECAST The beer-soaked legions of 

tough-love Philadelphia fans 
2000 might not want to hear this, 
but the 1998 Eagles will probably be clos- 
er to last year’s disappointing 6-9-1 team than 
real playoff contenders. A combination of 
youth, botched picks in recent drafts and 
organizational buffoonery have reduced a 
team that once operated on the fringes of the 
NFC title chase to a championship wanna-be. 

If the Eagles continue to operate in the 
way they did during the first six months of 
1998, however, they may well be positioned 
for a run at the Super Bow] at the turn of 
the century. A solid draft, the decision to 
hire respected Steelers personnel man Tom 
Modrak as the team’s director of football 
Operations and an approach toward culti- 
vating young talent have given Philadel- 
phia a much-needed addy-tood adjustment. 
The Birds still want to be in the playoffs 
now — and coach Ray Rhodes isn't about 
to allow a sense of resignation to infiltrate 
his team — but the reality is they are not 
prepared to challenge Green Bay, San Fran- 
cisco, Tampa Bay or even the Giants and 
Minnesota right now. 

When he purchased the Eagles, Jeffrey 
Lurie promised to be an aggressive, proac- 
tive owner who would be committed to 
making the Eagles contenders. So far, that 
hasn't happened. Because of the huge debt 
service he is carrying following the pur- 
chase, Lurie has been a free-agent loser, 
unable to pony up fat signing bonuses. 
That’s not going to change unless the Eagles 
convince the city to build them a new sta- 
dium. That’s unlikely by the year 2000. If 
Philly gets a new sports palace, it will be 
for the Phillies, not the Eagles. 

That means the Eagles will have to build 
by the draft and with second-level free agents, 
a condition that makes the hiring of Modrak 
more important. He helped construct the 
Steelers’ contender, and if given the auton- 
omy, could do the same with the Eagles. 
And new scouting director Brian Broadus, 
who was more known as an office orga- 
nizer in Green Bay, could help bring some 
order to what has been a disorganized sit- 
uation, Of course, the city’s poor weather, 
Veterans Stadium’s rock-hard artificial sur- 
face, the notoriously brutal fans and poor 
training facilities don’t exactly make 
Philadelphia the destination of choice for 
players shopping their services. If the Eagles 
are going to win big, they'll have to build 
through the draft. 

Rhodes looked great his first year, when 
he led the Eagles to a playoff victory over 
the Lions with the leftovers from Rich 


Eagles 


Bobby Hoying moved into the starting line- 
up last November, passing for 1,573 yards 
in seven games. 


Kotite’s regime. But Rhodes proved to be 
a far better coach than player evaluator, and 
his drafts have been brutal. Top picks like 
Mike Mamula, Jermane Mayberry and Jon 
Harris haven’t made the impacts he promised. 
Rhodes didn’t even find the late-round steals 
he promised fans. 

It’s time for him to stick to coaching 
and motivating, the two things he does best, 
and leave the personnel decisions to the 
professionals. It would also make sense if 
Rhodes paid more attention to his special 
teams, which have been abysmal and are 
the responsibility of the team’s third special 


teams coach (Jack Harbaugh) in as many 
years. The draft provided some help in that 
area this year, a departure from previous 
seasons. Another boost comes from the 
return of respected defensive coordinator 
Emmitt Thomas. But former offensive boss 
Jon Gruden is off to coach the Raiders, and 
newcomer Dana Bible is untested at the 
professional level. 

Even if the Eagles have assembled a 
solid infrastructure, it won't mean anything 
unless their growing legion of young play- 
ers performs. It all starts with third-year quar- 
terback Bobby Hoying, whose 1997 
performance was a mixture of great moments 
and awful mistakes. Hoying has the smarts 
and skills to prosper; now he needs experi- 
ence and a better supporting cast. He will 
get the seasoning this season, but the Eagles 
still need to surround him with more weapons. 
Top receiver Irving Fryar can’t be expected 
to dominate forever. He'll turn 36 this Sep- 
tember. Chris T. Jones hints at being a first- 
rate receiver but can’t seem to stay healthy. 

The running attack isn’t any more sta- 
ble, thanks to the departure of big-mouthed, 
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DEPTH 


big producer Ricky Watters. Quick but frag- 
ile Charlie Garner isn’t a full-time back, 
and second-year man Duce Staley has a 
long way to go. Contention won't come 
without a full-fledged meal ticket, The long- 
range forecast for the line looks good, par- 
ticularly if 1998 first-round pick Tra Thomas, 
a hulking left tackle, pans out. 

The defense is heading in the right direc- 
tion, too, and could be a force by 2000. The 
acquisition of end Hugh Douglas shows 
how big a mistake the Mamula and Harris 
picks were. Active outside man William 
Thomas anchors the linebackers. In the sec- 
ondary, fourth-year man Bobby Taylor 
appears ready to join Troy Vincent as an 
elite cornerback. 

The Eagles remain several impact play- 
ers away from the Super Bowl, but they 
have taken some steps to position them- 
selves for contention. If the youngsters, 
particularly Hoying, blossom, and the per- 
sonnel staff can fill the gaps, the Eagles 
may be playing some meaningful games in 
January in a couple years. That should make 
the locals happy. Shouldn’t it? 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


TRA THOMAS oT 


Florida State 6-8 345 5.35 1(11) 
Scout: He's mammoth, he's strong and for a guy 
his size, he has fantastic feet. 

Scout: When he saw the money the kid (Walter 
Jones) got the year before, they say there was just 
acomplete changeover in the weight room and on 
the field. 


JEREMIAH TROTTER LB 

F. Austin 6-0, 260 4.67 3 
Scout: He's the best guy I've seen in probably two 
or three years at stepping up and just crushing a 
quard or fullback. He can buckle their knees and 
freeze them in the hole. His problem is he's still 
hung up on them when the back goes by. Still, he’s 
a plenty good enough athiete. 


ALLEN ROSSUM CB 


Notre Dame 5-7) 177 4.39 _3(85) 
Scout: He's quick, agile. He's got great recovery 
speed. But he's just not big enough to be more than 
a nickel back. 


DEFENSE 


ss 
Mike Zordich 
Matt Stevens 


Troy 
Willie Clark 


P — Tom Hutton 


PK — Chris Boniol, Jaret Holmes 


SPECIALISTS 


PR — Allen Rossum 
KR — Allen Rossum, Duce Staley 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 13-3 
COACH: Mike Holmgren 
STADIUM: Lambeau Field 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/camo | 26.4 | 2 


Total Yards/Game 350.9 4 


Rushing Yards/Game | 119.3 | 12 | 


Passing Yards/Eame 231.6 3 


[tstDownsicame | 20.3 | 5 _| 


3rd Down Efficiency 39.6 


Points/Game 


Total YardsiGame | 3017 | 7 


Rushing Yards/Game 117.3 20 


[Passing Yards/éame | 184.4 | 8 


Ist Downs/Game 18.0 15 


8rd Down Efficiency ales 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Frurmover Margin TO) a7 | 


Time of Possession 30:05 12 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Olfensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1008 418 B76 G7 
DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Delensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1047 4.238488 4.81 


FORECAST P!ayers may come and play- 

ers may go, but as long as 
2000 Brett Favre and Ron Wolf are 
in Green Bay, the Packers don’t expect to 
take a back seat to anyone or anything in 
the NFL. 

Favre, the indomitable quarterback, 
signed a seven-year, $47.25 million con- 
tract extension last July that obligates him 
to the NFL’s smallest city through the 2003 
season. 

Wolf, the fiercely competitive and shrewd 
general manager, inked a six-year, $8.1 mil- 
lion extension a year ago to remain in Green 
Bay through 2002. 

Favre, Wolf, coach Mike Holmgren and 
club president Bob Harlan deserve the lion’s 
share of the credit for an about-face in Green 
Bay that rates mention among the greatest 
rebuilding jobs in NFL history. Back-to- 
back Super Bowls and 13-3 seasons have 
given the Packers an air of confidence that 
permeates the organization. 

Not even the threat of losing a mas- 
terful coach such as Holmgren has caused 
more than mild anxiety in Green Bay. 
Although Holmgren’s deal extends through 
the 1999 season, management in April 
added a clause to his contract that will 
enable him to pursue his dream job as both 
a head coach and general manager after 
the 1998 season. 

Harlan, who hired Wolf in November 
199] and then watched him hire Holmgren 
in January 1992 and trade for Favre 10 days 
after that, has observed Wolf long enough 
to know that he will find another good 
coach. 

Wolf, given total authority to run the 
football operation by the team’s once-med- 
dlesome executive committee, rebuffed 
overtures from the Seattle Seahawks in Jan- 
uary. He will be 64 when his contract expires. 
It is Harlan’s fondest hope that Wolf will 
finish his career with the Packers. 

Just as Wolf no doubt believes that he 
can replace Holmgren, he is confident that 
all players, with the glaring exception of 
Favre, can be replaced as well. During an 
offseason in which the free-agent exodus 
from Green Bay included eight players, 
including six front-line contributors, Wolf 
didn’t lose sleep. 

“We've lost six players and it’s like the 
world is ending,” he said. “This has happened 
to every team that’s been in the situation 
we're in. I don’t think I've ever met a per- 
son who’s not replaceable.” 

Wolf has drafted well in recent seasons 
and now the Packers have young players 
ready to step into starting roles. For exam- 


Despite picking 30th in the '97 draft, the 
Packers landed a potential Pro Bow! left 
tackle In Ross Verba, who started 11 games 
in his rookie year. 


ple, Darren Sharper, a second-round pick 
in 1997, looks ready to replace Eugene 
Robinson at free safety, and Tyrone Williams, 
a third-rounder in 1996, should compensate 
for the loss of cornerback Doug Evans. 

Wolf used the 1998 draft to fortify a 
defensive line that was dominated by Den- 
ver in the Super Bow] and lost Gabe Wilkins 
to free agency. Wolf traded up in the first 
round to get North Carolina tackle Vonnie 
Holliday and used his next pick, a third- 
rounder, on Tennessee end Jonathan Brown. 


Now, if the Packers didn’t have the 
financial wherewithal to compete, Wolf 
would have been in Seattle or somewhere 
else by now. But thanks to shared revenue 
from network television, a full stadium 
every week for almost four decades and 
$24 million from the sale of Packer stock 
last winter, the Packers generally have 
ranked from 15th to 20th in revenue among 
the 30 teams in recent years. The stock sale, 
unique to Green Bay by NFL bylaw, swelled 
the non-profit corporation's cash reserves 
to $50 million. 

“We have labor peace that guarantees 
a salary cap, we’ve got a TV contract and 
we are going to be aggressive with our sta- 
dium revenue,” Harlan said. “We're in a 
comfortable position,” 

The Packers’ move to lock up Favre 
until he’s 34 required a $12 million sign- 
ing bonus. From November to February, 
the Packers paid $10.6 million in signing 
bonuses to extend the contracts of safety 
LeRoy Butler, linebacker Brian Williams 
and wide receiver Robert Brooks, either 


OFFENSE 


WR 
Antonio Freeman 
Derrick Mayes 


DEP: Eon 


four or five years. 

Designated as a “franchise” player at 
$2.752 million for 1998, running back 
Dorsey Levens is threatening to hold out 
unless the club doubles that number as part 
of a five-year deal. 

In the months ahead, the Packers will seek 
long-term arrangements with their best wide 
receiver (Antonio Freeman), best tight end 
(Mark Chmura), best offensive lineman 
(Earl Dotson) and best defensive lineman 
(Santana Dotson) before they become unre- 
stricted free agents next February, 

At one time, when Green Bay was the 
NFL’s version of Siberia, unfettered free 
agency was viewed as a death sentence. 
Now the common perception is that the 
Packers are a team that treats its players 
well and Green Bay is a town that adores them 
every day of the year. 

Having reported a net profit of $11.32 
million over the fiscal years of 1995 and 
1996, the Packers expect income for fiscal 
‘97 will be in the record $6 million range. 

Replacing 40-year-old Lambeau Field 


RCB 


P — Sean Landeta, Jason Davis 
PK — Brett Conway, Ryan Longwell 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


VONNIE HOLLIDAY DT 


North Carolina 6-5 295 5.10 1(19) 
Scout: He's just a very steady and consistent guy. 
He's not a playmaker. It shows you there are no 
tackles out there. 

Scout: He's a real good-sized, strong kid, he’s good 


against the run, but he's not a pass rusher. 


JONATHAN BROWN DE 
Tennessee 6-4 263 5.10 3/90 

Scout: He's not a point-of-attack player. He doesn’t 
have the size or bulk. What he can do is get after 
the quarterback. He's got a quick first step and 
good mobility. 


is 15 to 20 years off. Maximizing revenue 
streams from the historic venue until then 
is a means of survival in Green Bay. “Our 
goal,” said corporate treasurer John Under- 
wood, “is to continue to win and preserve 
this national treasure and stay strong finan- 
cially.” 


DEFENSE 


Tyrone Williams 
Anthony Fogle 


Mike Prior 


MLB 
Bernardo Harris 
George Koonce 


SPECIALISTS 


PR — Glyn Milburn 
KR — Glyn Milburn 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


Tampa Bay 


1997 RECORD: 10-6 
COACH: Tony Dungy 
STADIUM: Houlihan's 


5-YEAR SCAN 


94 = "95 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/Game | 18.7 | 23 


Total Yards/Game 273.5 29 


[Rushing Yards/Game | 120.8 | 11 


Passing Yards/Game 152.6 30 


List Downsicame | 16.6 | 29 


3rd Down Efficiency 38.7 


13 
LEAGUE 
perense | | AE 
Points/Game 16.4 2 


total wrdecane | 200.1 | 3 


Rushing Yards/Game 101.1 6 


[Passing Yards/Game | 198.0 | 10 


Ist Downs/Game 16.6 3 


‘ard Down Eiceny | 341 | 8 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Furnover Mersin] +3 | 12 


Time of Possession 28:22 21 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


915 4.04 5.60 4.78 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Delensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


982 3.85 5.35 471 


FORECAST 4 new day has dawned in 

Tampa Bay, making such infa- 
2000 mous decisions as the igno- 
rant call by owner Hugh Culverhouse not 
to pay quarterback Doug Williams in 1983 
only a distant memory. 

No team in the NFL made greater strides 
in 1997 than the Buccaneers, who finished 
10-6 — breaking a string of 14 consecu- 
tive losing seasons — and won a playoff 
game for the first time in 18 years. 

Moreover, no NFL team has more to 
look forward to this season than Tampa 
Bay, which is to christen a new $318 mil- 
lion stadium in September. 

By the turn of the century it is distinctly 
possible that a futile franchise which had been 
the league’s laughingstock for the better 
part of 15 years already will have either 
been to the Super Bow! or will be prepar- 
ing to play Super Bowl XXXV (January 
2001) in its own stadium. 

All those years of misguided, tight-fist- 
ed ownership by Culverhouse, who died in 
August 1994, have been replaced by the 
heady feel of a cutting-edge organization that 
believes it is on the right course and is in 
it for the long haul. 

The coach, Tony Dungy, won't turn 45 
until October 2000. In March, owner Mal- 
colm Glazer ripped up the remaining four 
years of Dungy’s original six-year contract 
and signed him through 2002 for $1.3 mil- 
lion per year, almost doubling his previous 
compensation, After a 1-8 start in Dungy’s 
first season, the Buccaneers have gone 15- 
8 with one of the youngest teams in the 
league. 

Not only did Dungy bring his tried-and- 
true defensive system with him from Min- 
nesota, Where he was the Vikings’ defensive 
coordinator, but more important, he added 
dignity and stability to a franchise that had 
almost none, With Dungy’s warmth and 
integrity it wouldn't be surprising if Tampa 
started to become a mecca for free agents. 

Rich McKay, the general manager since 
late 1994 who signed a five-year extension 
in April, is an attorney with a quick busi- 
ness mind. He has the good sense to work 
at player procurement but still let Dungy 
make most of the decisions in conjunction 
with player personnel directors Jerry Ange- 
lo and Tim Ruskell. Angelo’s new deal runs 
through 2000, 

At Houlihan's Stadium the Bucs usu- 
ally ranked near the bottom of the league 
in revenue. Attendance shot up last season, 
when the Bucs sold out more than two home 
games for the first time since 1982. Now, 
with increased revenue from premium seat- 


Buccaneers 


With 23-year-old Warrick Dunn at running 
back and Mike Alstott, 24, at fullback, the 
Buccaneers already have their backfield 
of the future. 


ing, concessions and parking at the new 
stadium, the Bucs won't have to back away 
from making expensive personnel moves. 

“Let's say we should be in the top 10 
in revenue,” McKay said. “Now we will 
have the opportunity to be more of a play- 
er, but our plan and our design is not to be 
a player in the open market but to be a play- 
er with our own players. We will try to 
extend contracts and only lose the players 


that we feel we can afford to lose.” 

According to McKay, the Buccaneers 
spent $90 million in long-term contracts 
and $19 million in signing bonuses to extend 
the contracts of defensive tackle Warren 
Sapp, quarterback Trent Dilfer, safety John 
Lynch, linebacker Derrick Brooks, nose 
tackle Brad Culpepper, guard Jorge Diaz 
and wide receiver Karl Williams. 

The Buccaneers didn’t lose much in 
free agency because their organizational 
thrust is to re-sign their own. Next in line 
for extensions will be fullback Mike Alstott, 
cornerback Donnie Abraham and defensive 
end Chidi Ahanotu. 

In effect, Tampa Bay is trying to do 
everything within its means to win a Super 
Bowl without a great quarterback. The 1998 
draft brought Jacquez Green, a dynamic lit- 
tle wide receiver from Florida. An unchar- 
acteristic plunge into free agency in late April 
brought wide receiver Bert Emanuel from 
Atlanta for four years at $16.4 million. 

Aging left tackle Paul Gruber, 33, is 
too long in the tooth to be regarded as a 
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ony Mayberry 
Todd Washington 
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core player. The Bucs need one of their 
young tackles, Jerry Wunsch or Jason Odom, 
or burly guard Frank Middleton to emerge 
as a run-blocking force for the duo of War- 
rick Dunn and Alstott. Dunn was a nearly 
unanimous choice for Rookie of the Year last 
season and Alstott has quickly emerged as 
the NFL’s best fullback. 

“The one thing about us is we are going 
to be a running football team,” McKay said. 
“That is going to be our objective. So I don’t 
know how great we will ever be in the pass- 
ing game, although we need to get better 
than we were.” 

Not too long ago a team could run vir- 
tually rampant through what was scorned 
for a decade as the NFC Central Derision. 
Now the NFC Central has become a beast. 
Green Bay’s Brett Favre won't turn 31 until 
October 2000. The Lions finally are well 
coached under Bobby Ross and will have 
a new stadium within three or four years. 
And the Vikings have the firepower to bury 
any opponent. 

The Bucs, however, have a plan, a good 


Regan 
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CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


JACQUEZ GREEN WR 
Florida 5-9 173 4.40 _2(34) 


Scout: He's skillful, quick and has outstanding 
hands. Ernest Givins might be a comparison. 
Scout: He might be one of the more exciting guys 
in this whole draft. He should come in and produce 
right away. 


BRIAN KELLY cB 


Southern California 5-11 1914.55 _2(45) 
Scout: You talk about a guy with hips and quick 
feet, he's it. But he probably lacks the great top-end 
speed. 

Scout: He's got this Deion-type staggered stance 
that all these kids are picking up and it hurts him. 


JAMIE DUNCAN LB 


Vanderbilt 6-0 240 4.68 3(84) 
Scout: He's a 6-foot guy who kind of gets dwarfed 
inside by bigger people. 


plan, and they're sticking to it. The new 
millennium might well mean a new era of 
prosperity and winning for Tampa Bay. 


DEFENSE 


Derrick Brooks 
Shelton Quarles 


FS 
Charles Mincy 


arren Sa 
aia MLB 


Hardy Nickerson 
Jamie Duncan 


Brad Culpepper 
Jason Maniecki 


Frank Middleton 
Brian Newnam 


Emanuel 
Horace Copeland 
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Jason Odom 


LCB 


ss 
John Lynch 
Tony Bouie 


SLB 
Jeff Gooch 
Alshermond Singleton 


Donnie Abraham 
Floyd Young 


P — Tom Barnhardt 
PK — Michael Husted 


SPECIALISTS 
PR — Karl Williams 
KR — Reidel Anthony 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


Minnesota 


1997 RECORD: 9-7 
COACH: Dennis Green 
STADIUM: Metrodome 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/came | 22t | tt 


Total Yards/Game 334.6 8 


| Rushing Yards/Game | 127.6 | 6 


Passing Yards/Game 207.1 14 


| ist Downs/Game | 18.3 | 18 


3rd Down Efficiency 39.5 11 


Points/Game 22.4 19 


rota vardartame | 2554 | 20 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 123.9 23 


[Passing Yards/Game | 231.6 | 29 


Ist Downs/Game 20.3 28 


| rd Down Efficiency | 41.5 | 25 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Frumsover Mardin] +58 


Time of Possession 29:46 15 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 
Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Delensive 
Plays Average Average Average 
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FORECAST The book on the Vikings 
200 turned into a true mystery 


thriller when author Tom 
Clancy’s bid to buy the team proved as fic- 
tional as his spy novels. When it was pay- 
off time, Clancy's phantom $200 million 
deal unraveled much like the team does 
during playoff time. The result is an unfin- 
ished final chapter, as intriguing as coach 
Dennis Green's bombshell autobiography 
of last season. 

Fortunately for Minnesotans, the Vikings 
remain a team worth owning, just as most 
of Clancy’s sagas are worth reading. Club 
president Roger Headrick, who fought Clan- 
cy for control, spent money as if it were 
not his own last offseason to keep star free 
agents. What is a story without main char- 
acters? Headrick paid John Randle, Robert 
Smith, Jake Reed and Todd Steussie $25 
million in signing bonuses. He also guar- 
anteed an unprecedented $20 million to 
Randle, indicating that the Vikings have no 
intention of starting an entirely new book 
before finishing the old. 

Then Green pulled the surprise of the 
draft by taking talented but troubled Mar- 
shall wide receiver Randy Moss and declar- 
ing the Vikings now have the “most potent 
offense” in the NFL. Shunned by many 
teams because of a youth marred by behay- 
ior problems, Moss is the kind of athlete 
who can make an instant impact even on a 
playoff team. 

Allowing Green to keep his nucleus 
intact was a smart move for a franchise that 
is on shaky ground in Minnesota. An out- 
dated Metrodome has seldom been sold out 
in advance, so Green’s five playoff teams 
in six seasons have rarely been televised 
locally. Failing to win a postseason game 
until last season has not helped Green's 
popularity, but getting to the playoffs con- 
sistently is no insignificant feat. 

The Vikings are among the league’s 
bottom feeders when it comes to stadium 
or ancillary income. They reside down there 
with the Colts and Bengals. Yet few teams 
have had such an impressive string of com- 
petitive seasons. 

Not even the ill-fated Herschel Walk- 
er trade with the Cowboys managed to set 
the Vikings back into the 19th century, as 
it might have a lesser organization. Stripped 
of five first- and second-round draft choic- 
es from 1990-92 — while the Cowboys 
built their Super Bowl teams — the Vikings 
still drafted such future stars as Reed, Terry 
Allen, Roy Barker, Ed McDaniel and Brad 
Johnson in late rounds. 

The steady hands of personnel vice 


Left tackle Todd Steussie, a Pro Bowler in 
‘97, will be a key player on what Vikings 
coach Dennis Green claims is the NFL's 
most potent offense. 


president Frank Gilliam, national scout 
Jerry Reichow and pro scout Paul Wiggin 
provide the Vikings with one of the best 
and most consistent personnel departments 
in football. Reichow has been with the club 
since its 1961 inception. Gilliam has been 
around for 26 years. 

Discovering starting quarterback John- 
son in the ninth round and nurturing him 
for five seasons without exposing him to 
the free-agent market is something you 
don’t see anymore. Headrick might be a 
lightning rod for fan frustration, but the 


ollow the most explosive offense in football! Robert Smith, 

Cris Carter and Brad Johnson broke 12 Viking records EACH 

last year! Read about their future record-breaking feats as 
they begin the 1998 NFL football season in Bob Lurtsema’s 
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people he kept around him —contract man 
Jeff Diamond and the scouts — haye been 
a testimony to continuity. Headrick also 
hired Green and kept him despite person- 
al problems and flagging popularity. Green's 
presence helps keep important free agents 
in Minnesota. Players steadfastly support him. 
Johnson and receiver Cris Carter are among 
the most vocal. “Who would do a better 
job?” Carter asks. 

Green is in the final year of his con- 
tract in 1998, but doesn’t mind the lame-duck 
status because he knows he must win every 
year now regardless of his contract. Already 
the dean of NFC coaches, Green sells his 
players on a one-year-at-a-time effort. Free 
agency dictates that no team stays intact 
much longer. Green, whose autobiography 
released last season spelled out a scenario 
forcing the 10 squabbling Viking owners 
to sell a portion of the team to him, would 
benefit from having one boss. 

“One owner who wants the team is bet- 
ter than 10 who don’t,” Green said. 

The Vikings’ chances to win playoff 
games in the next two years depend entire- 
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FB 
Charles Evans 
Harold Morrow 


DELP taons 


Brad Johnson 
Randall Cunningham 


ly on the maturity of a defense that finished 
29th in the league last season and yielded 
more points than their fourth-highest scor- 
ing NFC offense could generate. 

Randle, who will be 32 when the 2000 
season begins, may be the best defensive 
player in football, but the young players 
coordinator Foge Fazio has around him 
must come through immediately for Green 
to survive. By the end of last season, the 
Vikings were starting a league-high four 
rookies on defense, with Randle out of posi- 
tion at end instead of tackle. 

Offensively, the Vikings should remain 
strong for years to come. Johnson will be 
31 in 2000 and Smith will be 28. Carter 
and Reed will be past their prime, but by 
then Moss should be a star. 

With Minnesota voters opposed to build- 
ing new stadiums for baseball's Twins or the 
Vikings, a renovated Metrodome appears to 
be the best an owner can do in the short 
term, With Houston and Los Angeles look- 
ing for teams to replace the departed Oil- 
ers and Rams, the Vikings will remain a 
target for takeover until their ownership 
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TOP DRAFT PICKS 


RANDY MOSS WR 
Marshall 6-3’ 195 4.40 1(21 
Scout: Just a tremendous, tremendous talent. He's 
got excellent hands. He can do stuff, like adjust to 
the ball on the move, that most big men couldn't 
even think to do, 

Scout: He's as good as (James) Lofton, except he's 
not as smart as Lofton. 


KAILEE WONG LB/DE 


Stanford 6-22 265 4.67 2(51) 
Scout: Good player. | see him as a supporting cast 
guy, a guy you'd roll in there like Keith McKenzie, 
He couldn't do it every down because he'd wear out. 


RAMOS McDONALD CB 
New Mexico 6-0 194 447 

Scout: He's best as a pure man-cover guy. He 
doesn't read and react well in zone. He won't be a 
run-stop guy. | think he's a little short of pure 
speed, too. 


situation is settled. In this scenario, the con- 
troversial and often abrasive Green looks 
like a model of stability and hope, even if 
it’s one year at a time. 
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Dwayne Rudd 
Artie Ulmer 
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Orlando Thomas 
Torrian Gray 


MLB 
Ed McDaniel 
Kivuusama Mays 


ss 
Robert Griffith 
Greg Briggs 


SLB 
Dixon Edwards 
Kailee Wong 


Corey Fuller 
Anthony Walker 


P — Mitch Berger, Todd Kurz 
PK — Gary Anderson 


SPECIALISTS 


PR — David Palmer 
KR — David Palmer 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


Detroit 


1997 RECORD: 9-7 
COACH: Bobby Ross 
STADIUM: Pontiac Silverdome 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Pointsicame || 237 | 4 


Total Yards/Game 362.4 2 


| Rushing Yards/Game | 154.0 | 2 | 


Passing Yards/Game 208.4 12 


[ist Downs/Game | 18.0 | tt | 


3rd Down Efficiency 35.3 22 


Points/Game 18.1 10 


otal ardsicane | 2082) 14 


Rushing Yards/Game 114.8 18 


[Passing Yards/Game | 194.6 | 13 


1st Downs/Game 16.8 5 


3rd Down Efficiency | 36.0 | 14 | 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Frunovorargin JS) 18 | 


Time of Possession 28:37 24 
OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1028 s« 61 5.74 5.64 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1021 3.88 5.66 4.85 


FORECAST Barry Sanders will be 32 in 
2000 the year 2000, an age when 
most running backs are either 


retired or on the endangered-species list. 

The clock is ticking for the Lions. No 
one would understand that better than Wal- 
ter Payton, who was in almost the same posi- 
tion as Sanders after nine seasons. Soon after, 
the Chicago Bears finally proved worthy of 
having an all-time ballcarrier in their midst. 
Can the Lions possibly follow suit? Or is 
Sanders doomed to play out his career for one 
of the NFL’s most mediocre franchises? 

Payton was 31, in his 11th season, when 
the Bears became a juggernaut and won the 
Super Bowl. The Bears were 61-70 and had 
failed to win so much as a single playoff 
game during Payton’s first nine seasons. 
Sanders is threatening to break all of Sir 
Walter’s records for a team that shows a 
73-71 record in nine regular seasons with 
him and a 1-5 mark in the playoffs. 

Notably, the Bears had a winner at quar- 
terback in Jim McMahon. The Lions have 
Scott Mitchell, the 30-year-old southpaw 
who could quarterback them into the new 
millennium or be jettisoned if his 1998 sea- 
son is no better than his last two. “We've 
got the best running back to ever play the 
game,” said Ron Hughes, the Lions’ vice 
president of player personnel. “And right now 
our receivers are as good as anybody’s in 
the NFC Central. It just depends on the 
quarterback.” 

Sanders shows no signs of slippage or 
burnout. With receivers Herman Moore and 
Johnnie Morton locked up long-term and 
Hughes touting second-round pick Ger- 
mane Crowell as better than Minnesota 
rookie wideout Randy Moss, the Lions have 
an arsenal of weapons for the long haul. 

Guard Jeff Hartings is a core player on 
the offensive line. Left tackle Ray Roberts 
has a new deal that runs through 2002 and 
averages $3.1 million, but personnel peo- 
ple remain lukewarm on him. It would help 
Sanders if the offensive line were better, 
but Sanders always has made his blockers 
look better than they are. 

Another deception is the Pontiac Sil- 
verdome, with its NFL-high 80,000 seats and 
acres of parking. The Ford family has lived 
with perhaps the league’s most onerous 
lease arrangement since the team jumped 
to Pontiac in 1975. With other NFL teams 
averaging about $7 million in revenues 
from parking, concessions and the sale of 
luxury boxes, the Lions get nothing. The 
Pontiac Stadium Authority pockets every- 
thing for expenses and debt retirement. 

That was why, in 1996, the Lions 


Lions 


Third-year guard Jeff Hartings, already 
among the league’s best, figures to be a 
mainstay on the Lions’ line for years to 
come. 


announced their return to downtown Detroit 
and a $225 million domed stadium. The sta- 
dium will have 65,000 to 70,000 seats and 
be part of a $505 million complex that includes 
a new ballpark for the Detroit Tigers. 

It is possible that the Lions will man- 
age to buy out a 30-year lease that extends 
through 2004 and level their playing field 
in the new stadium by 2001 or 2002. As it 
stands now, their revenues rank near the 
bottom year after year. “We are not going 


to get rich,” executive vice president Chuck 
Schmidt said of the new stadium. “But we 
believe this gives us a chance to stay above 
the league average as the landscape changes.” 

William Clay Ford has owned the team 
since 1964, exuding class, spending mil- 
lions but making too many misguided choic- 
es along the way. His son, William Clay 
Jr., wrote a thesis at MIT entitled “How to 
Run a Pro Franchise.” He was instrumen- 
tal in the Lions’ emotional decision to return 
to the Motor City, where the team’s last 
championship was won in 1957. 

Coach Bobby Ross is a dogged com- 
petitor who has won every place he has 
been. His contract, which gives him the 
final say on football decisions, runs through 
2001. Ross coached the Chargers to a Super 
Bowl but Bobby Beathard found him the 
players. Ross is advised by Schmidt, a cer- 
tified public accountant who took over for 
general manager Russ Thomas in 1989, and 
Hughes, a well-regarded personnel man. 

The Lions, who haven't fielded a pun- 
ishing, physical defense for years, took a 
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major hit when linebacker Reggie Brown, 
one of their five best players, suffered a 
career-ending neck injury last December 
at age 23. Thus, the only players in their 
defensive front seven that the Lions can 
build around are end Robert Porcher and 
tackle Luther Elliss. Porcher will be 31 
when the 2000 season begins. Elliss will 
be 27. 

In the secondary, Bryant Westbrook, a 
budding star from the 1997 draft, and Terry 
Fair, the No. 1 pick in 1998, could devel- 
op into Detroit's finest pair of comerbacks 
since Lem Barney and Dick LeBeau. 

The Lions made the playoffs last sea- 
son, losing to Tampa Bay in the wild-card 
game, but must improve annually to keep 
pace with the Packers, Vikings and Buc- 
caneers in the league’s toughest division. 
Meanwhile, Lions fans grow weary of wait- 
ing for another championship. 

“The whole Ford family is absolutely 
unbelievable people,” Hughes said. “We 
have to get them to the Super Bowl.” 

Tick, tick, tick, tick. 


P — John Jett 
PK — Jason Hanson 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


TERRY FAIR CB 
Tennessee 5-9, 185 4.45 1(20 
Scout: He really came into his own this year. He grew 
up. He runs well. He's got fine feet and break on 
the ball. 

Scout: He's not a real thick kid, | don’t think he’s 
a major force guy, but he's not a coward. 


GERMANE CROWELL WR 
Virginia 6-3" 212 4.50 2 

Scout: Excellent athlete. Quick feet for a big guy. 
Whatever he's got is all ahead of him. There's just 
some questions with him mentally, football dedi- 
cation and so forth, that you'll have to address, 


CHARLIE BATCH QB 
Eastern in 6-2 215 4.89 2 
Scout: His arm is his strongest suit. The kid has a 
lively arm. 

Scout: He'll look half decent and then all of a sud- 
den he'll do something really stupid. The big ques- 
tion on him is his smarts. 


DEFENSE 


Stephen Boyd 
Matt Russell 


SPECIALISTS 


PR — Terry Fair 
KR — Ron Rivers 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 4-12 
COACH: Dave Wannstedt 
STADIUM: Soldier Field 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Pointsicame | 16.4 | 28 | 


Total Yards/Game 311.7 17 


| Rushing Yards/came | 109.1 | 18 


Passing Yards/Game 202.6 16 


jist Downs/Game | 18.1 | 10 | 


3rd Down Efficiency 36.0 21 


perense |_| i 
RANK 
Points/Game 26.3 29 


rota vrdsicame | 3055 | 12 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 116.1 18 


Passing Yards/Game | 189.4 | 11 ‘| 


Ist Downs/Game 17.6 10 


| Sra Down Efficiency | 31.7 | 4 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Frurover Margin] -it | 20 


Time of Possession 33:08 1 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1128 8.58 084,42 
DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 
Defensive Rushing Passing Delensive 
Average Average 


Pot 


FORECAST One of the NFL's flagship fran- 
20 0 O chises — the Monsters of the 
Midway in the middle of the 
20th century — looks more like the Titanic 
after the iceberg. The late George Halas, 
team founder and one of the fathers of pro 
football, would be tempted to jump ship. 
“We're sitting on the culmination of 
several years of not doing so well in the 
draft. It will take a while to recover from 
that,” said club president Michael McCaskey, 
Halas’ oldest grandson. 

It will take at least until the year 2000 
if history is any guide, Although McCaskey 
points to free agency as a quick-fix tool, 
the Bears are more in need of total over- 
haul than fine-tuning. They have not field- 
ed a single Pro Bow! player for four seasons. 

The Bears are in a nearly identical posi- 
tion as the 1991 Green Bay Packers — com- 
ing off a 4-12 record, no Pro Bowl players 
and no franchise quarterback. After hiring 
general manager Ron Wolf and coach Mike 
Holmgren, the Packers traded for the best 
quarterback in years, Brett Favre, signed 
the best free agent, Reggie White, added 16 
starters in four drafts, and it still took them 
five years to get to the Super Bowl. 

“We have our work cut out for us,” said 
Mark Hatley, the Bears’ new vice president 
of personnel. 

Beyond the immediate problem of find- 
ing new players, the Bears are stuck in the 
oldest stadium in the NFL by some 30 years 
with no relief in sight. The charm of Sol- 
dier Field, part of one of the world’s great 
metropolitan skylines, has worn thin atop 
crumbling concrete that hides portable toi- 
lets. It is a stain on the shiny, TV-rich image 
of the NFL. 

The McCaskey family claims it cannot 
compete against teams that garner more 
stadium money from concessions, parking 
and skyboxes, Fine, claims Chicago mayor 
Richard M. Daley. You have two choices: 
leave or sell. Daley confidently (and mis- 
takenly) suggests the NFL would have a 
new team in Chicago in a minute. Not at 
Soldier Field. 

McCaskey said the family plans to keep 
the team for “another 75 years” and is con- 
fident he can find somebody to help him 
build a stadium somewhere in the Chicago 
area. But he is not a popular figure and has 
little political clout, especially with a 4-12 
team. His lease at Soldier Field expires after 
the 1999 season and the team is having trou- 
ble negotiating an extension. 

Dave Wannstedt joined a select group 
of coaches in NFL history to survive a los- 
ing record after five seasons. Tom Landry 


g ce a2 
Wide receiver Curtis Conway is a rare bright 
spot on a team that averaged just 16.4 
points a game in '97 despite leading the 
NFL in time of possession. 


and Chuck Noll were among that group, so 
there is hope, but impatient Chicago fans 
are skeptical. Wannstedt may be more unpop- 
ular than McCaskey after replacing Mike 
Ditka and regressing in five seasons. 

At best, Wannstedt has been a victim of 
a poor management structure that left the 
team thin in the area of scouting. As free 
agency put a premium on analyzing pro 
players, the Bears lagged in hiring extra 
help. But in the college draft, the Bears also 
have struck out, and Wannstedt’s input has 
been considerable. 

McCaskey has signed Wannstedt through 
2000 — an extraordinary vote of confi- 


dence for an ordinary record — and has 
said that the coach is the right man to win 
a Super Bowl, But there were up to 20,000 
no-shows for games late last season, Anoth- 
er 4-12 disaster would be more than 
McCaskey could endure. 

To Wannstedt’s credit, he is a relent- 
less recruiter, the kind of man any owner 
wants on his side in the free agency wars. 
McCaskey’s hope is that Hatley will help 
point Wannstedt in the right direction. 

As a scout for the Chiefs, Hatley found 
misfits and plugged them into the Chiefs" 
system. He scoured the Canadian League, 
the World League, the waiver wire, and prac- 
tice squad rosters. He helped resuscitate the 
career of Hall of Famer Marcus Allen, and 
kept that in mind when he signed former 
Packer Edgar Bennett this offseason. 

The one position the Chiefs failed to 
fill during his tenure was quarterback, and 
he is determined to find one for the Bears. 
Wannstedt and former personnel boss Rod 
Graves spent last year’s No. | draft choice 
in a trade for Seattle’s Rick Mirer, then 


OFFENSE 


DEPTH 


Andy Heck 
Jimmy Herndon 


failed to either develop or play him. 

Hatley wanted to trade up in the Pey- 
ton Manning-Ryan Leaf sweepstakes, but 
didn’t have the ammunition. Can one play- 
er make a big difference for a 4-12 team? 

“Yes, in my opinion, especially at the 
quarterback position,” Hatley said. “The 
first year, not very often, but what we're 
still wanting to get is a quarterback who 
can take us to the Super Bowl.” 

Erik Kramer signed a three-year con- 
tract to return after flirting seriously with 
San Diego, but if the 33-year-old Kramer is 
still quarterbacking in Chicago in three years, 
the Bears and Kramer will be surprised. 

The Bears’ best player is receiver Cur- 
tis Conway, but injuries have hampered his 
career. Re-signing defensive tackle Jim 
Flanigan and linebacker Barry Minter were 
two steps toward progress on the defensive 
side, but they in effect only replace the 
unfortunate 1996 signings of linebacker 
Bryan Cox and defensive lineman Alonzo 
Spellman. The defense employs nobody 
that opposing offenses fear. 


LT 


CHART 


RCB 
Walt Harris 
Terry Cousin 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


CURTIS ENIS RB 
Penn State 6-0". 240 455 1(5 
Scout: Jerome Bettis may have a little more foot 
quickness, but he’s big and strong and can run 
physically. 

Scout: He doesn’t make a lot of people miss and he 
doesn't have great speed. This isn't a great player. 


TONY PARRISH Ss 
Washington 5-10'» 206 4.50 2(35) 
Scout: He's a more natural cover guy than the guy 


(Lawyer Milloy) New England took out of there two 
years ago, but he's not nearly as physical. 


OLIN KREUTZ Cc 
Washi 6-2 300 5-32 3(64 
Scout: He almost scares you when you look him 
in the eye and talk to him. He's got a damn mean 
Streak in him. 


ALONZO MAYES TE 
Oklahoma State 6-5 258 4.72 

Scout: He's another basketball player like Rickey 
Dudley and Tony Gonzalez. For me, this kid is prob- 


ably a little more athletic than Dudley and smoother 
than Gonzalez, but Gonzalez was nastier. 


DEFENSE 


WLB 
Ricardo McDonald 


RDE 
John Thierry 
Carl Reeves 
RDT 
Mike Wells 
Carl Simpson 
LDT 


Jim Flanigan 
Paul Grasmanis 


LDE 
Mark Thomas 
Alonzo Spellman 


SPECIALISTS 


P — Todd Sauerbrun 
PK — Jeff Jaeger 


PR — Bobby Engram 
KR — Thomas Lewis 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


San Francisco 


1997 RECORD: 13-3 
COACH: Steve Mariucci 
STADIUM: 3Com Park 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/came | 234 | 5 


Total Yards/Game 318.5 12 


[Rushing Yards/Game | 123.1 | 8 


Passing Yards/Game 196.4 18 


[ist Downs/Game | 18.4 | 5 | 


3rd Down Efficiency 36.4 18 


Points/Game 16.6 


otal vrdscame | 2508 | 1 


Rushing Yards/Game 85.4 2 


Passing Yards/Game | 165.4 | 2 | 


Ist Downs/Game 15.1 1 


[3rd Down ficiency | 34.7) tt 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Frrsoverarain | +2t_ | 2 


Time of Possession 32:28 3 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


999 3.78 6.60 §.12 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Delensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


849 364 4.70 4.23 


FORECAST They had every answer, prov- 

ing their mettle year after 
2000 year as the most consistent 
organization in football: George Seifert for 
Bill Walsh, Steve Mariucci for Seifert, Steve 
Young for Joe Montana, Jerry Rice for 
Dwight Clark and Carmen Policy for a sti- 
fling salary cap. 

All that failing, and they still had an 
NFC West Division walk in the park against 
the laughable likes of the Rams, Falcons and 
Saints. 

But now the very best organization in 
football is in a self-destruct mode hell-bent 
on becoming just another troubled fran- 
chise — just like the Rams, Falcons and 
Saints. 

Who signs the paychecks if owner Eddie 
DeBartolo goes to jail? Who replaces the 
steady hand of Policy? Who provides the 
glue for a crumbling stadium deal to keep 
the 49ers in San Francisco? 

Jim Druckenmiller for Young — are 
you kidding? J.J. Stokes for Rice — what's 
the record for most dropped passes in a 
season? Single game? Quarter? 

Ken Norton will be 34 come 2000, Tim 
McDonald will have retired and the 49ers 
will be moving into their fifth consecutive 
season without a pair of cornerbacks capa- 
ble of covering the game's top receivers. 
Never thought you would live to see the 
day — the Saints favored by three over the 
49ers by the year 2000! If so, they'll be 
lining up 1,000-deep on the Golden Gate 
Bridge waiting to take the plunge. 

Unless ... There is only one solution 
remaining that can save the Niners: Hir- 
ing Green Bay coach Mike Holmgren as gen- 
eral manager. 

After the Packers upset the 49ers in the 
playoffs a few years back, DeBartolo was 
heard to remark in the owner's box: “We've 
got to find a way to get that guy.” Now they 
will get their chance at season’s end, pro- 
viding the mighty 49ers one more oppor- 
tunity to remain king of the San Francisco 
hills in the new millenium, 

Holmgren, bom and raised in San Fran- 
cisco, began his career there as a high school 
coach. He was an offensive assistant under 
Walsh, a fine balance at the time to Seifert, 
the team’s defensive coordinator. He has 
experienced the 49er tradition, but more 
important, he has an escape clause in his 
contract and a pressing career goal to become 
a general manager. That’s not going to hap- 
pen in Green Bay, where Ron Wolf present- 
ly prospers. 

Mariucci? A bright young coach, he 
stood solid after losing Rice and his first 


49er< 


{ ENS a = aX 
The 49ers fielded the NFL's top-ranked 
defense in ’97 even with tackle Bryant Young 
missing four games because of injuries. 
Young had 11.5 sacks in "96. 


game to Tampa Bay to start the 1997 sea- 
son, and then played it smart letting the 
veterans guide themselves into the play- 
offs. Mariucci obviously stays with San 
Francisco if successful in 1998, and works 
for general manager Holmgren, who was 
previously his boss in Green Bay. 

If Mariucci struggles in 1998, how is 
this for a trade: Holmgren to San Francis- 
co as GM and coach, while Mariucci, who 
grew up in the Midwest and coached Favre 
in Green Bay, returns to his roots to coach 
the Packers? 


Looking ahead to the turn of the cen- 
tury, how does an organization so intent 
on winning the Super Bowl every year pass 
on Holmgren if he becomes available? Seat- 
tle and San Diego will be interested, but 
as San Francisco's favorite son, Holmgren 
packs the charisma and reputation to save 
the day in the Bay Area, where for the first 
time since the late '70s, losing is a distinct 
possibility. 

In the past, the 49ers’ offseasons have 
been dedicated to finding the right people 
to beat the Cowboys, and most recently the 
Packers. But now the 49ers appear dis- 
tracted, DeBartolo is negotiating for team 
control with his sister, and a $500 million 
mall/stadium project is on the brink of being 
scrapped, DeBartolo and Policy no longer 
speak, and the direction of the franchise 
has been left in the hands of Policy’s prized 
pupil, Mariucci, and personnel upstarts, 
Dwight Clark and Vinny Cerrato. 

This is a frightening proposition based 
on the first round of the 1998 draft. The 
49ers were forced into a last-minute scram- 


OFFENSE 


DEPTH 


ble to take Oklahoma State cornerback 
R.W. McQuarters after losing offensive 
tackle Mo Collins to the Raiders. A year 
ago, the Niners could have had flashy Jake 
Plummer, now pegged to raise the Arizona 
franchise from the ashes, but elected to 
take a linebacker-looking quarterback in 
Druckenmiller. 

How good is Druckenmiller, the 49ers’ 
quarterback for the next century? San Fran- 
cisco signed Ty Detmer to back up Young. 

The present-day 49ers, who have so 
effectively recruited older players, are try- 
ing to adjust. A subtle change in philoso- 
phy has already taken place, a credit to 
Clark’s development, with the 49ers opt- 
ing for youth in Packers defensive end 
Gabe Wilkins, 27, Baltimore cornerback 
Antonio Langham, 26, and Denver offen- 
sive tackle Jamie Brown, 26. 

Can they play? Was there ever a doubt 
with the 49ers of old? 

There are no more guarantees in San 
Francisco, and now the likelihood for con- 
tinued success rides on the acquisition of 


P —Tommy Thompson 
PK — John Becksvoort 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


R.W. McQUARTERS cB 
Oklahoma State 5-92 193 4.51 1 


Scout: A coach there told me half his heart is into 
basketball and the other half is on offense. He's 
not near as good as he thinks he is. 

Scout: | think he’s really a smail free safety. | ques- 


tion whether he has the explosive burst to play cor- 
ner. 


JEREMY NEWBERRY Cc 
California 6-5 315 5.44 2(58 

Scout: An old-fashioned kind of player. He’s not 
the quickest guy. He's a mauler who finishes. 
Scout: Once he locks on people, he can really crush 
them. 


Holmgren. With Holmgren in San Fran- 
cisco, DeBartolo could go to jail, Policy 
could move to Los Angeles to oversee the 
league’s newest expansion franchise and 
Young’s and Rice's jerseys could be retired 
without fear of fan abandonment. 


DEFENSE 


Vinee Bradford 


SPECIALISTS 


PR — R.W. McQuarters 
KR — Chuck Levy 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


Carolina 


1997 RECORD: 7-9 
COACH: Dom Capers 
STADIUM: Ericsson 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/came | 16.8 | 27 


Total Yards/Game 287.8 26 


Rushing Yards/Game | 108.9 | 15 | 


177.8 26 


Passing Yards/Game 


[ist Downs/Game | 17.8 | 20 


8rd Down Efficiency 44.0 


Points/Game 


otal vrdscame | ata | 15 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 123.3 


Passing Yards/Game | 187.8 | 9 | 


Ist Downs/Game 18.1 
rd Down Efficiency | 36.8 | 17 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Turnover Margin 
Time of Possession 28:43 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1018 888 4.820 4.62) 
DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Delensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1028 8.87 6720 4.87 


Perhaps no team’s future is 
2000 harder to predict than that of 
the Panthers, who in just three 
seasons have risen and fallen more dra- 
matically than any team in NFL history. 
Remember the 1996 Panthers? In only 
their second season, the Panthers made his- 
tory by advancing to the NFC Champi- 
onship Game before losing to the Packers. 
They were praised as brilliant planners and 
organizers, a franchise that had figured out 
how to beat the system. 

And then came 1997 when they fell to 
7-9 and looked like a team nowhere close 
to getting back to the playoffs anytime soon. 
Having built their early teams with older 
players, the Panthers found out in 1997 that 
older players don’t stay on top very long. 
They also made some personnel mistakes, 
including letting linebacker Kevin Greene 
escape to NFC West rival San Francisco. 

So what will the Panthers look like in 
2000? As they enter 1998, they’re already 
on their second rebuilding project, but once 
more, they're doing it with veterans, so by 
2000, they could be staring at yet another 
wholesale roster change. 

Worse for the Panthers is that a front 
office that once seemed so terrific now is 
full of question marks. General manager 
Bill Polian, one of the game’s most respect- 
ed personnel men, resigned after the 1997 
season to take a similar position with the 
Colts. Instead of attempting to replace 
Polian, the Panthers decided to rework their 
front office, with owner Jerry Richardson 
handing a large amount of responsibility 
to son Mark Richardson. 

Polian had privately complained that 
the Richardsons made his job difficult. 
Apparently, like dozens of owners before 
them, the Richardsons became convinced 
they knew more than their football people. 
Polian, who has never been easy to work 
with even in the best of times, wasted no 
time looking for employment elsewhere. 

With Polian gone, the Panthers divid- 
ed the work among several people, with 
Mark Richardson serving as a kind of man- 
agement coordinator. Problem is, such a 
setup has never worked before. Who makes 
the tough decisions? Who ultimately decides 
on draft choices, what to pay free agents and 
so on? If it’s Mark Richardson, he’s taking 
a job he seems far from qualified to han- 
dle. If itis someone else, who? Coach Dom 
Capers will have wide-ranging responsi- 
bilities, but, pressured to win quickly, coach- 
es have seldom been wise long-term 
decision-makers. 

Then again, it may be too early to crit- 


Panthers 


The Panthers are waiting for a breakout 
season from third-year wide receiver Muhsin 
Muhammad, who already has missed 10 
games because of injuries. 


icize ownership. Jerry Richardson led a 
brilliant campaign to bring the NFL to the 
Carolinas and obtained private financing 
for the league’s best stadium. He made a 
wise move in hiring Polian and another in 
hiring Capers, who was then defensive 
coordinator of the Steelers. Perhaps Richard- 
son knows what he’s doing and the Pan- 
thers can succeed doing things in an 
unorthodox manner. But for every Jerry 
Jones who can succeed doing business his 
way, there are a dozen others who have 
failed. At the very least, the Panthers will 


know by 2000 if their way is the right way. 

If there are questions in the front office, 
there are even more on the field. Kerry 
Collins was the lowest-rated quarterback 
among 16 NFC qualifiers in 1997, finish- 
ing with 11 touchdown passes and 21 inter- 
ceptions. The Panthers tried to trade up to 
draft Tennessee’s Peyton Manning but 
failed, so Collins — for better or worse 
will have at least the 1998 season to prove 
himself. But unless he plays dramatically 
better, he won't be around in 2000, and the 
Panthers will be scrambling to fill their 
most important position. 

The talent around him does not help 
Collins. Only tight end Wesley Walls (58 
receptions in 1997) has become a play- 
maker in the passing game. The Panthers 
believe Rae Carruth will be a big-time play- 
er by 2000, and they’re hoping 1998 fourth- 
round pick, Donald Hayes of Wisconsin, will 
be lining up opposite him. 

What Carolina does have is a pair of 
young running backs in Fred Lane and Tim 
Biakabutuka and a strong, young offensive 


OFFENSE D 


Muhsin Muhammad 
Mark Carrier 


line that could be at the top of its game in 
2000. 

Defensively, the Panthers are hard to 
figure. Having rid themselves of many of 
their original players, they begin 1998 with 
more new faces, including former Redskin 
defensive tackle Sean Gilbert, who cost 
the Panthers two first-round draft choices. 
He was signed to a seven-year, $46.5 mil- 
lion contract, the highest for a defensive 
player in NFL history. Gilbert sat out the 
1997 season in a contract dispute with the 
Redskins, but had just three sacks in 1996. 
For $46.5 million, the Panthers are betting 
he will be more productive than he was in 
Washington, 

Otherwise, the Panthers are still tin- 
kering. Cornerbacks Doug Evans and 
Leonard Wheeler, safety Brent Alexander 
and linebackers Ernest Dixon and Kevin 
Greene all join the defense in 1998. Greene, 
and perhaps even Gilbert, won't be around 
in 2000, so the Panthers could be scram- 
bling again by then. 

With so many questions, it’s unclear 


E PTH 


WR RCB 


Blake Brockermeyer 


Jamie Wison 


Mathew Campbell, 
Corbin Lacina 


FB 
William Floyd QB 
Scott Greene Kerry Collins 
Steve Beuerlein 


NT 


CHART 


Doug Evans 
Tyrone Poole 


pe ey 


Sean Gilbert 


RDE 
LG Ryan Smith 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


JASON PETER DT 
Nebraska 6-5 278 5.00 1(14) 

Scout: He gets hammered around with that nar- 
row base, but, God, he's got a great motor. If he 
can get into the gap, he can raise hell. 


CHUCK WILEY DE 
LSU 6-42 275 4.94 3(62) 


Scout: He relies on his quickness and athletic abil- 
ity more than his power. 
Scout: He's not fast enough to play end and he's 


not big enough to play tackle, 
MITCH MARROW DE 
Pennsylvania 6-4 280 4,62 3(73 


Scout: He's an athletic specimen. He's got good 
upper-body strength, speed, agility. He’s got pret- 
ty good rush techniques. 

Scout: There are a lot of suspect intangibles about 
him. He’s got a bad asthma problem, and in these 
workouts he’s been gagging and throwing up. 


how good the Panthers will be at the start 
of the next century. But it’s highly unlike- 
ly they'll be Super Bowl contenders. 


DEFENSE 


ROLB 
Lamar Lathon 
Tarek Saleh 


FS 
Brent Alexander 
Damon Pieri 


RILB 
Kinnon Tatum 
Percell Gaskins 


Les Miller, Chuck Wiley 


Cc 

Frank Garcia 
Bucky Greeley RG 
Greg Skrepenak 


RB 
Fred Lane Shane Hannah 


Tim Biakabutuka RT 
Norberto Davidds-Garrido 
Todd Stewart 


TE 
Wesley Walls 
Kris Mangum 


WR 
Rae Carruth 
Raghib Ismail 


LILB 
Micheal Barrow 
Cariton Bailey 


‘2 
‘2 


ss 

Mike Minter 
LOLB 
Kevin Greene 


Ernest Dixon 
LCB 
Eric Davis 
Leonard Wheeler 


SPECIALISTS 
P — Ken Walter PR — Tyrone Poole 
PK — John Kasay KR — Michael Bates 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 7-9 
COACH: Dan Reeves 
STADIUM: Georgia Dome 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Polntsicame || 20.0 | 18 


Total Yards/Game 294.8 23 


| Rushing Yards/Game | 102.7 | 19 


Passing Yards/Game 192.1 22 


jist Downs/Game | 17.6 | 2t 


3rd Down Efficiency 35.2 23 


Points/Game 22.6 21 


Total Yards/Game | 319.1 | 20 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 104.1 8 


Passing Yards/Game | 215.0 | 20 | 


Ist Downs/Game 17.1 6 


8rd Down Efficiency | 966 | 15 | 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Turnover Margin =| +4 =| 11 | 


Time of Possession 31:29 6 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


9803.72 5.71 4.81 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing ODelensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


960 4.07 8.24 5.32 


FORECAST !® one short season, Dan 

Reeves has left an indelible 
2000 stamp on the Falcons. Since 
the death of team founder Rankin Smith 
last October, ownership has stepped into 
the background, leaving Reeves with con- 
siderable sway in the organization. Noth- 
ing is done without his knowledge. 

Reeves has gutted the old management 
team, bringing in several former friends 
and associates from his days in Denver. 
Harold Richardson was named general 
manager, the team’s first GM since the 
early 1980s. Richardson negotiates con- 
tracts, but Reeves makes the personnel 
decisions. Ron Hill was brought in as vice 
president of football operations and over- 
sees the club’s personnel department. And 
Reed Johnson was added as college scout- 
ing director, 

It was hard to argue with Reeves’ work 
a year ago. After a 1-7 start, the Falcons 
rebounded to finish 7-9, Only a last-sec- 
ond loss to Arizona in the season finale 
prevented Atlanta from finishing at .500. 
And rare has been the Atlanta team that 
broke even. In the franchise’s 32 seasons, 
only seven teams have finished with win- 
ning records. Two others finished at .500. 

After several narrow defeats early in 
1997, the Falcons learned how to close out 
games. It helped that brittle Chris Chan- 
dler stayed healthy over the second half of 
the season, finishing the year as the league’s 
second-best quarterback in terms of effi- 
ciency rating. 

Reeves’ approach and professionalism 
helped steer the team through the rocky 
start. Even though it seems like Reeves has 
been around forever, he’s still a relatively 
young 54, and could be around for many 
years to come. 

The question is how long will the Smith 
family be around? After the death of his 
father, team president Taylor Smith stressed 
that the Falcons would not be sold. But 
how long can the Smith family — Taylor, 
his brother Rankin Jr., and three sisters — 
continue to absorb the financial losses that 
the Falcons have taken in recent years? 

The team debt was believed to be $25 
million entering 1997, and the Falcons lost 
about $8 million last season. The Smiths 
can’t generate interest in the team, even 
though the Georgia Dome is the most attrac- 
tive indoor stadium in the NFL, and Geor- 
gia is a football hotbed. 

It is difficult to create revenue when 
nearly one-third of the seats at the 71,000- 
seat dome are vacant, as was the case last 
season. During the offseason, there was 


The Falcons are getting old at key posi- 
tions, but running back Jamal Anderson, 
a two-time 1,000-yard rusher, will be only 
27 when the 2000 season begins. 


only an 85 percent renewal rate on an already 
skimpy season-ticket base of 32,000. The 
hiring of Reeves, a native of nearby Amer- 
icus, Ga., and a three-time NFL coach of 
the year, did nothing to increase ticket sales. 
On draft day, the Falcons made a popular 
first-round choice, selecting hard-nosed 
Georgia Tech linebacker Keith Brooking. 
But in the week following the draft, only 
30 additional season tickets were sold. 

It's a good bet that ownership used 
much of the income from the NFL's new 
television contract to chip away at the exist- 
ing debt. So the lack of cash flow caused 


by the low ticket sales continues to hurt 
the team in free agency. The Falcons had 
to borrow to come up with the signing 
bonus for star free agent linebacker Cor- 
nelius Bennett in1996. 

If the Falcons had the cash, things might 
be different. Again, the Georgia Dome is 
an attractive venue despite its artificial turf, 
and metropolitan Atlanta is a mecca for 
black athletes. Next to Los Angeles, more 
African-American NFL players have their 
permanent residence in Atlanta than any 
other city in the U.S. 

But unless the bottom line improves 
in the next few years, it’s possible that the 
team will be sold. Why, for example, should 
the Smith daughters continue to hold their 
interest in the club if it continues losing 
money? Particularly when the team could 
easily fetch $200 million or more if sold. 

In the meantime, Reeves will contin- 
ue to make do with what he has. Clearly as 
Chandler goes, so go the Falcons. He was 
nearly written off early last season after 
missing two games and failing to finish 


OFFENSE 


Terance Mathis 


Robbie Tobeck 


D E° Pot A 


four others because of injuries. Chandler 
will be 33 in October, so even if healthy he 
is only a short-term solution at quarter- 
back. Some of the team’s other core play- 
ers also are nearing the end of the line. 
Linebackers Bennett and Jessie Tuggle 
both are 33 and entering their 12th season. 
One of the best kickers in NFL history, 
Morten Andersen, is 38. Starting safeties 
William White and Eugene Robinson — 
signed as a free agent in the offseason — 
are a combined 67 years old. 

On the flip side, the Falcons have a 
young veteran offensive tackle in Bob Whit- 
field and a promising center/guard in Calvin 
Collins. In the backfield, Jamal Anderson 
became the first Falcon since Gerald Riggs 
in 1985-86 to post successive 1,000-yard 
rushing seasons. He’s only 25. Byron 
Hanspard had flashes of brilliance as a 
return man and change-of-pace back as a 
rookie. Continued improvement from those 
players, along with other 20-somethings 
like defensive linemen Chuck Smith and 
Travis Hall, cornerbacks Ray Buchanan 


WR RCB 


Todd Kinchen 


LT 
Bob Whitfield 
Nate Miller 


LG 


RDE 
Chuck Smith 


Adam Schreiber 


FB 
Bob Christian 
Geoff Grenier 


QB 
Chris Chandler 


RDT 


Mark Rypien 


Calvin Collins 


c LDT 


Travis Hall 


Matt Elliott 


RB 
Jamal Anderson 
Byron Hanspard 


Gene Williams 


Scott Adams FOr 


RT 


Corey Louchiey 


Bob Hallen 


TE 


0.J. Santiago 
Brian Kozlowski 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


KEITH BROOKING LB 


Georgia Tech 6-2", 243 4.58 1(12) 
Scout: Some of the guys (available linebackers) 
might be better in a particular area, but when you 
take the whole spectrum, Brooking is the best. He 
never leaves the field. He can run your defense. 
Play inside or outside. 


BOB HALLEN OL 
Kent State 6-4 292 5.03 2(53) 


Scout: He's a really good athlete. He doesn’t have 
great strength, but the top centers aren't real bulky 
guys, He might be athletic enough to be a tackle. 
Scout: He sort of played soft and | always ques- 
tion that league a bit, too. 


JAMMI GERMAN WR 


Miami 6-0': 187 4.52 3(74) 
Scout: Smooth athlete. Can run and jump and make 
the acrobatic catch. But he hasn't played in two 
years and he hasn't been the most stable kid. 


and Michael Booker and tight end O.J. 
Santiago, hold the key to the Falcons’ future. 
That, and some cold, hard cash. 


DEFENSE 


Ronnie Bradford 
Michael Booker 


ROLB 


Keith Brooking 
> Brandon 
zy 


Barry Mitchell 


Eugene Robinson 
Devin Bush 


MLB 
Jessie Tuggle 
Henri Crockett 


Shane Dronett 
Nathan Davis 


Lester Archambeau 
John Burrough 


ss 
William White 
Chris Bayne 


Ray Buchanan 
Randy Fuller 


P — Dan Stryzinski 


SPECIALISTS 
PR — Tim Dwight 


PK — Morten Andersen KR — Byron Hanspard 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 5-11 
COACH: Dick Vermeil 
STADIUM: TransWorld Dome 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Pointsigame | 18.7 | 23 


Total Yarids/Game 297.6 21 


Rushing Yards/Game | 97.7 | 24 | 


Passing Yards/Game 199.8 7 


| ist Downsiéame | 16.9 | 24 


3rd Down Efficiency 32.7 


Points/Game 


Total Yrds/came | 316.8) 17 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 104.8 § 


[Passing Yards/Game | 211.2 | 17. | 


1st Downs/Game 18.5 18 


8rd Down Efficiency a ee 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Turnover Margin =| +8 | 6 


Time of Possession 28:47 14 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


101885381 4.70 
DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


(1021 3.816820 4.85 


FORECAST 1" the 1980s, the Los Ange- 

les Rams were notorious 
2000 penny-pinchers when it came 
to contract negotiations and player acqui- 
sitions. Yet the team made it to the play- 
offs seven times in the decade, including 
two NFC championship games. 

But since moving to St. Louis, the fran- 
chise can’t buy a victory. 

Literally. 

The Rams have spent at the cap limit 
every year since setting up operations in 
the Midwest in 1995. But the team’s record 
has dipped from 7-9 in °95, to 6-10 in "96, 
to 5-11 in ’97. At this rate, the Rams are 
on target for an 0-16 finish in 2002. 

The windfall of PSL money and stadi- 
um revenue generated by the move to St. 
Louis has not led to a reversal of fortune 
on the field. Despite their proud tradition, 
the Rams are the NFL’s losingest franchise 
in the 1990s (41-87). Last year’s finish 
marked a franchise-record eighth consec- 
utive losing season. 

Continuity has been lacking at all lev- 
els of the organization in the “90s. Dick 
Vermeil is the Rams’ fourth head coach in 
the past seven seasons. In St. Louis alone, 
the team has had no fewer than five assis- 
tants coach the offensive line. Vice presi- 
dent of football operations Steve Ortmayer 
handled personnel matters under head coach 
Rich Brooks in 1995-96. He was followed 
by Lynn Stiles and now Charley Armey, 
working under Vermeil. 

Vermeil is still trying to dig out of the 
numerous personnel gaffes made during 
the Brooks-Ortmayer tenure: from the $10 
million free agent signing of overweight 
offensive guard Dwayne White; to the deci- 
sions to trade Jerome Bettis, Troy Drayton 
and Sean Gilbert; to the decision to draft 
Lawrence Phillips. Only 13 players brought 
in by Brooks and Ortmayer remain on the 
80-man roster the Rams will take into train- 
ing camp this season. Only six of those 13 
are starters. 

The early returns under Vermeil have 
been encouraging. Less than three months 
on the job, he made a bold trade-up in the 
1997 draft to land offensive tackle Orlan- 
do Pace with the No. | overall pick. Although 
his rookie season was marred by a lengthy 
training camp holdout, and then a knee 
injury in November, Pace should anchor 
the line for years to come. Ryan Tucker, a 
fourth-round pick, also appears to have a 
promising future at left guard next to Pace. 

The plums of this year’s draft were 
defensive end Grant Wistrom of Nebraska, 
running back Robert Holcombe of Illinois 
and speed rusher Leonard Little of Ten- 


Although it played poorly last season, the 
Rams offensive line, anchored by left tack- 
le Orlando Pace, should be formidable by 
the 2000 season. 


nessee. Wide receiver Az-Zahir Hakim of 
San Diego State, a fourth-round pick, and 
seventh-rounder Jason Chorak of Wash- 
ington also have potential, 

In free agency, the Vermeil regime has 
avoided one or two megabucks purchases 
in favor of medium-priced and discount- 
rack free agents such as linebacker Mike 
Jones and third-down back Amp Lee. Ver- 
meil offers two reasons for his philosophy: 
No. 1, the Rams are more than one or two 
players away from the Super Bowl. So they 
need quantity. No. 2, he believes teams are 
developed and not bought. 

Along those lines, the key to the Rams 


getting over the hump is the development 
of their younger players. Can defensive end 
Kevin Carter take the next step, from above- 
average player to Pro Bowl-caliber play- 
er? Can Tony Banks show that he is a 
bonafide NFL starting quarterback? Can 
wide receiver Eddie Kennison show that 
his zero-touchdown performance of 1997 
was the fluke, not his 11-touchdown rook- 
ie season? 

The Rams are one of the youngest teams 
in the NEL, and they have done a good job 
of locking up key players such as wide 
receiver Isaac Bruce, free safety Keith Lyle, 
defensive tackle D’Marco Farr and strong 
safety Toby Wright to long-term contracts. 
It remains to be seen whether this nucleus 
has enough talent to return the team to the 
playoffs anytime soon, Vermeil is a play- 
er’s coach. His practices are long, but he is 
ultra-loyal to his players. They played hard 
for him throughout last year’s debacle. Seven 
of the losses were by eight points or less. 
In contrast, six of Brooks’ 10 losses in 1996 
were by 15 points or more. 


OFFENSE 


Eddie Kennison 
Ricky Proehl 


DEPTH 


Vermeil has shaken most of the cob- 
webs from his 14-year layoff. He promis- 
es to be more involved in the offense, and 
more demanding. He wants more of a sense 
of urgency among the players and the staff. 
It would help if he could streamline the 
decision-making process on the offensive 
side of the ball. One of the byproducts of 
having a veteran coaching staff is that assis- 
tants such as Jim Hanifan, Mike White, 
Frank Gansz and Jerry Rhome all have 
strong opinions and their own ideas on the 
best ways to get things done. Vermeil needs 
to be more assertive and decisive in the 
meeting rooms. 

Vermeil, 61, plans to fulfill the remain- 
ing four years of his contract, and maybe 


_more. But it is hard to see him making it even 


to 1999 if the Rams stumble to another 5- 
11 mark this season. 

Say what you will about owner Geor- 
gia Frontiere — she doesn’t meddle. Even 
team president John Shaw has stepped back, 
turning over the football reins to Vermeil. 
For better or for worse. 


WR RCB 


LT 


Orlando Pace 
Wendail Gaines RDE 


LG Grant Wistrom 


FB 
Craig Heyward QB 
Derrick Harris Tony Banks 
Steve Bono 


John Gerak 
Ryan Tucker 


UT 


Ray Agnew 
Jeff Zgonina 


NT 


CHART 


Ryan McNeil 
Dexter McCleon 


Jeff Robinson 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


GRANT WISTROM DE 


Nebraska 6-5 270 4,72 1(6 
Scout: He's an unbelievably intense guy. A little bit of 
a Straight-liner. | don't think he can get any better. 
Scout: He just scares me because of the people who 
have come out of Nebraska. | don’t think he'll be 
that great against the run. Ideally, he’s a 3-4 line- 
backer if he got his weight down. 


ROBERT HOLCOMBE RB 
iinois §-11 


216 4.52 2(37 

Scout: He was their (Illinois) only weapon, but he 
never, ever backed off. He was never anything but 
a leader there. Solid as they come. 

Scout: He's like Terry Allen. He's more of an inside 
back. Hard-nosed. 


LEONARD LITTLE LB 


Tennessee 6-3'2 237 4.60 3(65) 
Scout: He’s not a natural (pass rusher). If he 
beats you with his first step and runs by you, 
then he’s got a sack. If he doesn't, it’s over. This 
guy is no Derrick Thomas when it comes to 
change-of-direction. 


DEFENSE 


FS 
Keith Lyle 
Gerald McBurrows 


MLB 
Eric Hill 
Robert Jones 


D’Marco Farr 
Joe Phillips 


RB LDE 
Jerald Moore ; Kevin Carter 
Robert Holcombe Jay Williams 


ss 
Toby Wright 
Billy Jenkins 


LOLB 
Mike Jones 
Troy Dumas 


LCB 
Todd Lyght 
Taje Allen 


SPECIALISTS 


P — Rick Tuten 
PK — Jeff Wilkins 


PR — Eddie Kennison 
KR — Az-zahir Hakim 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 6-10 
COACH: Mike Ditka 
STADIUM: Louisiana Superdome 


5-YEAR SCAN 


"93 "4 95 *96—ié«‘*89 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


Points/Game 148 | 30 | 


Total Yards/Game 252.8 30 


Rushing Yards/Game | 91.8 | 27 | 


161.5 27 


Passing Yards/Game 


[istDownsicame | 14.3 | 30 


Srd Down Efficiency 26.1 


Points/Game 


Total Yards/Game | 290.3 | 4 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 110.3 14 


[Passing Yards/Game | 180.1 | 6 


Ist Downs/Game 17.5 8 
ard Down Efficiency | 40.5 | 24 | 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Turnover Margin 240 | 30 | 


Time of Possession 27:47 28 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


825 360 509 4.37 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1078 3.56 489 4.88 


FORECAST Rather than accept a five- 

year contract to coach the 
2000 Saints, Mike Ditka signed for 
three years, then suggested in frustration 
last fall that it might be better if he quit 
during his first season. 

Too bad for the Saints that Ditka stayed, 
because he probably set the franchise back 
a decade, assuring it a dubious place as the 
only NFL team, other than the newly named 
Ravens, to never win a playoff game. 

Instead of having the first or second 
pick in the 1998 draft and a shot at Ryan 
Leaf or Peyton Manning, Ditka’s Saints 
won too many games, selected seventh and 
took an offensive tackle to block for a cast 
of nobodies at the quarterback position. 

They offered to trade all of their picks 
to position themselves to take Manning or 
Leaf, but found no interest and will now 
go with a guy who has nine starts in five 
years. Billy Joe Hobert follows in the foot- 
steps of Heath Shuler, Danny Wuerffel, 
Doug Nussmeier, Jim Everett, Bobby Hebert, 
Wade Wilson, Dave Wilson, John Four- 
cade and Steve Walsh. Turn out the lights, 
the party’s not only over, it doesn’t have a 
chance of starting. 

Without a quality quarterback, the Saints 
are left with Ditka’s Chicago blueprint, mak- 
ing New Orleans look a lot like the team 
former Saints boss Jim Mora used to coach. 

In Chicago, Ditka had Buddy Ryan run- 
ning one of the game’s most dominant 
defenses, and just as significantly, he had 
Walter Payton on offense to control the 
ball. At the same time he had a young quar- 
terback in Jim McMahon, who while not 
called on to win the game very often, under- 
stood he was to do nothing to lose it. 

In New Orleans, Ditka has a standout 
defensive coordinator in Zaven Yaralian 
and the defensive players to make the Saints 
competitive into the next decade. Yaralian 
had the Saints ranked fourth in the NFL on 
defense last season, and that was with no 
help from the offense. 

General manager Bill Kuharich, deter- 
mined to tie up a core of key players on 
defense well beyond 2000, is working to sign 
linebacker Mark Fields after already lock- 
ing up linemen Wayne Martin and Joe John- 
son. Kuharich, trying to play to Ditka’s 
strengths, has done the same with the offen- 
sive line, negotiating a six-year deal to keep 
tackle William Roaf, and using high draft 
picks on guard Chris Naeole and tackle 
Kyle Turley. 

Kuharich has assembled the second- 
youngest roster in the league, one that should 
upgrade the Saints’ standing from doormat 


Signing linebacker Mark Fields to a con- 
tract extension was one of the Saints’ off- 
season priorities. Fields sacked enemy 
quarterbacks eight times in 97. 


to longshot playoff contender, But without 
a Ditka-like running back and standout 
quarterback, New Orleans lacks the fire- 
power to be anything more than a com- 
petitive also-ran a la Mora’s Saints. 
“We've seen what Tampa did last year, 
going from 6-10 the year before to the play- 
offs,” Kuharich says. “There’s no reason to 
think we can’t follow the same formula.” 
In Tampa Bay, Tony Dungy turned the 
franchise around with one of the game’s 


better defenses, improved play from Trent 
Dilfer, considered a franchise quarterback 
when selected, and a big-time one-two 
punch at running back with Warrick Dunn 
and Mike Alstott. 

To achieve the same payoff by 2000, the 
Saints will probably have to make some 
coaching adjustments. The Saints had the 
league’s most inept offense a year ago, 
appearing lost under the direction of inex- 
perienced coordinator Danny Abramo- 
wicz. How tough is it to call plays in New 
Orleans? Just run the ball, although admit- 
tedly that could be a flawed plan with Ray 
Zellars, Troy Davis and Lamar Smith at 
running back — none of whom look like 
they will be pressing for Pro Bowl con- 
sideration come 2000. 

In keeping the end zone off limits to 
the Saints, New Orleans also lacks pass 
catchers to bail out Hobert or his succes- 
sor, Which should make for some enter- 
taining postgame press conferences with a 
frustrated Ditka. 

Team owner Thomas Benson, who took 


OFFENSE 


PP) Sd ed 


the gamble of hiring Ditka, has sold his 
automobile dealerships and is keenly inter- 
ested in a Saints turnaround. He now waits 
for the day when the Superdome will be 
filled to capacity — and not for a Super 
Bowl involving two teams from other parts 
of the country. 

The people of New Orleans just love 
their Saints — season-ticket sales are up 
this year despite a 6-10 record — but how 
do you compete against teams armed with 
Young, Favre and Aikman with only a 
Hobert? More important for the style of 
play planned by Ditka, how do you win 
without a plowhorse running back to dic- 
tate terms of surrender to the opposition? 

So much is riding on Ditka, who might 
lack the staying power to extend his con- 
tract into 2000 when the young Saints could 
be expected to come of age. Without Ditka, 
the Saints start over, falling to the back of 
the pack once again. 

So Ditka needs to get lucky, coax some 
McMahon-like play from Hobert and acquire 
a game-controlling running back in the next 


WR 
Andre Hastings 


Qadry Ismail 


LT 


William Roaf 


Trezelle Jenkins 


LG 


Andy McCollum 


FB 
Ray Zellars 
Aaron Craver 


QB 
Billy Joe Hobert 
Heath Shuler 


Isaac Davis 


Pio Sagapolutele 


LDT 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


KYLE TURLEY 0G/0T 


San Diego State 6-5 3074.94 1(7) 
Scout: He has the fewest holes as a guard or tack- 
le. He’s not special. He’s just tough. 

Scout: One of those great effort guys. Sometimes 
outside speed rushers can run by him, but he’s 
going to be a blue-collar type who'll play for a long 
time. 


CAMERON CLEELAND TE 
Washin 6-4% 272 4,82 2(40) 

Scout: He's not innately tough. His heart isn’t in block- 
ing. This isn’t an aggressive person. But there's no 
fat on him at 275 and, in terms of balance and body 
control, he’s as good an athlete as (Alonzo) Mayes. 
Scout: Maneuverable. Runs easily for a big man. 
Soft hands. He's a load after the catch. At his size, 
you'd think he'd be a more physical blocker, but 
he's a finesse guy. 


year or two. More likely, he’ll have more 
tirades than touchdowns, spoiling the fran- 
chise’s long-range plans and resulting in a 
new field commander come 2000. 


DEFENSE 


FS 
Sammy Knight 
Rob Kelly 


MLB 
Brian Jones 
Kevin Mitchell: 


_ SS SS pence 


Wayne Martin 
Austin Robbins 


RT Jared Tomich 
Kyle Turley 
Clarence Jones 


TE 
Cameron Cleeland 
John Farquhar 


WR LCB 
Sean Dawkins Alex Molden 
Gunnard Twyner Mickey Washington 


SPECIALISTS 
P — Mark Royals PR — Eric Guliford 
PK — Doug Brien KR — Qadry Ismail, Eric Guliford 


= TEAM 


== PREVIEWS 


Drew Bledsoe, New England 


PROJECTED 
FINISH 


EAST 

1. New England 
2. Miami 

3. New York 

4. Indianapolis 
5. Buffalo 


CENTRAL 

1. Jacksonville 
2. Pittsburgh 
3. Cincinnati 
4. Tennessee 
5. Baltimore 


WEST 

1. Kansas City 
2. Denver 

3. Seattle 

4. Oakland 

5. San Diego 


1997 STANDINGS 


EAST WoL T Pct. | 7 ce 
NewEngland 10 6 O .625 
Miami 9 7 O .563 
New York 97550) = 36S 
Buffalo 6 10 O .375 
Indianapolis 313 #0 
CENTRAL Walt 
Pittsburgh 13) Ueno 
Jacksonville 11 5 O 
Tennessee 8 8 O 
Cincinnati Toren 
Baltimore 6. +87 af 
WEST WUT: 
Kansas City 13.0, -0 
Denver 12 4 O 
Seattle 8 8 0 
Oakland 412 0 

San Diego 412 0 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 10-6 
COACH: Pete Carroll 
STADIUM: Foxboro 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


Frointsicame | 23] 8 


Total Yards/Game 313.4 15 


[Rushing Yards/Game | 91.5 | 28 


Passing Yards/Game 221.9 7 


[istDownsicame | 16.7 | 26 | 


3rd Down Efficiency 40.4 


Points/Game 18.1 


Total Yards/Game | 317.2 | 19 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 101.0 5 


[Passing Yardsiéame | 216.2 | 21 


Ist Downs/Game 20.1 27 


Grd Down Efficiency | 38.6 | 20 | 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Furnover Maram] +10 | 4 | 


Time of Possession 28:08 26 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


980 3.68 6.32 §.22 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1100 3.71 5.20 4.81 


FORECAST Looking ahead to the new 

century, the Patriots are faced 
2000 with the same old question: 
Will Drew get a clue? 

Supremely talented quarterback Drew 
Bledsoe remains an enigma. He has an arm 
to rival those of the greatest quarterbacks 
past and present. He already has taken the 
Patriots to one Super Bow] and will be only 
28 when the 2000 season begins. Yet with 
Bledsoe, there is a lingering sense that 
something is missing. His shortcomings 
are not quantifiable. Instead, they are about 
desire and passion. Despite how well he 
plays, Bledsoe does not seem to derive any 
real joy from the game. 

Then again, Bledsoe has never really 
understood what it takes. In 1996, he feud- 
ed with coach Bill Parcells, a man who had 
passion enough for the both of them. Par- 
cells got Bledsoe closer to the title than 
anyone Bledsoe has ever worked with. Par- 
cells even put the task of beating Green 
Bay in Super Bowl XXXI completely in 
Bledsoe’s hands, building a game plan that 
ran counter to Parcells’ run-first instincts. 

Still, Bledsoe dreamed of the day that 
Parcells would leave and take his antago- 
nistic spirit with him. In Parcells’ place, 
Bledsoe got Pete Carroll, a defense-mind- 
ed Californian. Carroll is just a tad left of 
center, a guy who prefers giving his play- 
ers the freedom to think, even if the thoughts 
aren’t always about winning. 

Team owner Bob Kraft has done every- 
thing to cater to Bledsoe, getting rid of Par- 
cells instead of forcing the two to work 
together. Kraft is intent on proving him- 
self to be a great owner, partly by forcing 
his will upon the organization, although 
more quietly than other owners such as 
Jerry Jones in Dallas. 

The problem, however, has been get- 
ting Bledsoe to join the party. Since 1996 
the Patriots have gone through offensive 
coordinators Ray Perkins, Larry Kenan and 
Ernie Zampese in an effort to get through 
to Bledsoe. Zampese, who did wonders 
with former Rams quarterback Jim Everett, 
should be able to communicate with Bled- 
soe in a general sense. Zampese is not a 
screamer, but the type of coach who can 
massage players into doing it the right way. 

One problem is that, unless they sign 
a veteran free agent such as Raymont Har- 
ris, the Patriots may not have a good enough 
running back to complement Bledsoe. After 
losing Curtis Martin to the Jets via free 
agency, the Pats selected Georgia’s Robert 
Edwards in the first round of April's draft. 
The Patriots think Edwards can be a build- 


atriots 


The Patriots will rely on their defense while 
looking to fill holes offensively. Hard-hit- 
ting strong safety Lawyer Milloy anchors 
a solid secondary. 


ing block, but certainly he is a far cry from 
Martin, who was a warrior even in the bit- 
ter cold of New England during playoff 
time. The main concern with Edwards is a 
frustrating lack of durability. 

Still, the Patriots have plenty of weapons, 
led by wide receiver Terry Glenn and tight 
end Ben Coates. Glenn is both a deep threat 
and a possession receiver, making him near- 
ly impossible to contain for an entire game. 


4998 
REPORT CARD 


Coates, entering his eighth season, shows 
subtle signs of slowing but still is one of the 
best receivers at his position. To maximize 
Glenn and Coates, the Patriots will need 
to upgrade their offensive line in the near 
future. Scouts like center Dave Wohlabaugh, 
but the guards are nothing special and left 
tackle Bruce Armstrong is getting long in 
the tooth. 

Led by defensive end Willie McGinest 
and outside linebacker Chris Slade, who 
have excelled under Carroll, the Patriots 
have one of the NFL’s best attack defens- 
es. Middle linebacker Ted Johnson may 
have been the Patriots’ best player last sea- 
son. Cornerback Ty Law and strong safe- 
ty Lawyer Milloy are good young defensive 
backs, and free safety Willie Clay is one 
of those too-small, too-slow guys who just 
makes plays. The Patriots may have reached 
in the first round of the 1998 draft for Syra- 
cuse defensive back Tebucky Jones, who 
excelled in pre-draft workouts. 

Because most of the players are young, 
the defense should be strong for the long 


OFFENSE 


Bruce Armstrong 


run. There’s no reason to think the Patriots 
can’t be yearly contenders in the AFC East. 
They have some holes, particularly on the 
offensive line, but the defense can carry 
them. Now, will Bledsoe be along for the 
ride? 

Looking ahead to 2000, a lack of cham- 
pionships and appreciable improvement 
by Bledsoe could derail Kraft’s efforts to 
get a new stadium. Kraft has been push- 
ing the idea hard since the 1996 season, 
hoping that the city of Boston would kick 
in the money for a new downtown stadi- 
um complex. Despite his ownership of 
Foxboro Stadium, Kraft knows that the 
facility is outdated. He knows that he must 
generate extra revenue to keep up with 
teams such as Miami and the Jets in his own 
division. Being outbid for Martin by the 
Jets may come back to haunt Kraft in 2000 
as bitter Patriots fans shake their fists in 
anger. It could make for a rough turn of the 
century for a team that once seemed des- 
tined for greatness with Bledsoe at quar- 
terback, 


RCB 
Tebucky Jones 
Steve Israel 


} 


LT 


Ed Ellis 
LG 


Willie McGinest 


Max Lane 
Heath Irwin 

QB RDT 
Drew Bledsoe 
Scott Zolak 


c 
Dave Wohlabaugh 
Heath Irwin 


t2 
‘2 
t2 


Devin Wyman 
LDT 


Chad Eaton 
LDE 


RG 
Todd Rucci 
Damon Denson 


=f af 
<7 


RB 
Robert Edwards 
Sedrick Shaw 


TE 
Ben Coates 
Lovett Purnell 


iz 
D3 


P — Tom Tupa 
PK — Adam Vinatieri 


Brandon Mitchel! 


Henry Thomas 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


ROBERT EDWARDS RB 
Georgia 5-11 214 4.45 1(18) 
Scout: He has hands like a receiver. He cuts on a 
dime. He'd be a great back for Green Bay. 

Scout: He's got everything you're looking for. He's 
strong, explosive, shifty. He can bounce or cut back. 
The only question is his durability, 


TEBUCKY JONES 
Syracuse 6-1 


SS/CB 
2124.43 1 


Scout: You like him for his athleticism. He's big 


and he’s strong and he can really run. But he’s not 
very good in coverage. 


TONY SIMMONS WR 
Wisconsin 6-0 205 4.34 2(52) 
Scout: He's more of a track guy playing football. 
You watch him run patterns and he doesn't use a 
change-of-pace or anything. He just runs fast. 


ROD RUTLEDGE TE 


Alabama 6-5 272 4.98 2(54) 
Scout: He's got size and athletic ability, but he 
doesn't really play to either. For me, he's strictly a 
“numbers” prospect. 


DEFENSE 


WLB 
Chris Slade 
Vernon Crawford 


FS 
Willie Clay 
Chris Carter 


MLB 
Ted Johnson 
Marty Moore 


Mark Wheeler 


Ferric Collons 
Chris Sullivan 


SLB 
Todd Collins 
Tedy Bruschi 


SPECIALISTS 


PR — Derrick Cullors 
KR — Derrick Cullors 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 9-7 
COACH: Jimmy Johnson 
STADIUM: Pro Player 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/Game || az | 13 | 


Total Yards/Game 320.3 11 


Rushing Yards/Game | 83.9 | 29 | 


Passing Yards/Game 236.4 2 


List Downs/Game | 19.4 | 7 


8rd Down Efficiency 37.8 16 


Points/Game 20.4 16 


Total Yards/Game 835.3 | 28 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 113.3 17 


Passing Yards/Game | 221.9 | 25 


1st Downs/Game 18.7 21 


Grd Down etceney | 428 | 27 | 
LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Turnover Margin 
Time of Possession 


Baa eos 


30:29 1 
OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 
1028 38.18 6.81 4.89 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1004 4.08 6.83584 


100 


As the year 2000 approach- 
FORECAST es, the Dolphins will be in 
2000 the middle of making their 
biggest transition since 1983. Dan Marino 
will no longer be the quarterback. 

A certain Hall of Famer when he 
becomes eligible, Marino continues to play 
at age 37 despite battle-worn knees and 
diminished arm strength. Every year he 
hopes that he can finally get to the Super 
Bow! and win it. But he can’t play forev- 
er, and by 2000 he is certain to be gone. 

Yet even without Marino, the Dolphins 
should be competitive at the turn of the 
century. Craig Erickson, who spent the last 
two seasons as Marino’s backup, will step 
in. He’s no Marino, certainly, but he can 
be a capable stopgap while the Dolphins 
search for their quarterback of the future. 
A young team constructed by master drafts- 
man and coach Jimmy Johnson will sur- 
round Erickson, who will be 31 when the 
2000 season begins. 

In the offensive backfield, the Dolphins 
are counting on the development of 1998 
first-round draft pick John Avery, a speedy, 
make-you-miss back in the Napoleon Kauf- 
man mold. There are two knocks on Avery, 
however: He’s not a very good inside run- 
ner, and he lacks the durability required of 
a feature back. Still, Avery should have lit- 
tle trouble beating out journeyman Karim 
Abdul-Jabbar for the starting job. 

At wide receiver, the Dolphins may 
have a future star in Yatil Green, whose 
1997 rookie season was lost to a knee injury. 
Green gives the Dolphins a big-play guy 
on one side, complementing possession 
receiver O.J. McDuffie, who will be 30 
when the 2000 season kicks off. There is 
hope, too, for 1998 third-round pick Larry 
Shannon, a vertical threat in the manner 
of former Cowboys star Alvin Harper. 

Johnson has been working to assemble 
a physical offensive line similar to the one 
he had in Dallas. Signing overachieving 
guard Kevin Donnalley was a good move 
in that direction and fifth-round pick Scott 
Shaw has potential. Tim Ruddy is one of 
the better centers in the game and he’ll be 
only 28 in 2000. But while left tackle Rich- 
mond Webb may be the best of the Dolphins 
linemen right now, he’s hardly the physi- 
cal stud Johnson is looking for. 

Johnson’s defensive teams have always 
been built around speed and quickness at 
the expense of size, and the 2000 Dolphins 
will be no exception. Miami does have 625 
pounds of bulk at tackle in Tim Bowens 
and Daryl Gardener, but Gardener, a 1996 


Although slowed by a broken left leg last 
season, middle linebacker Zach Thomas 
was in on 149 tackles, running his two-year 
total to 329. 


first-round pick, has been a disappoint- 
ment to this point. On the outside, the Dol- 
phins expect big things from 240-pound 
Jason Taylor, a 1997 third-round pick who 
started 11 games last season, and 1998 sec- 
ond-round pick Kenny Mixon. Neither is 
a sure thing, however. 

In fact, one is hard-pressed to find a 
true impact player on the Dolphins defense. 
Linebacker Zach Thomas makes a lot of 
tackles because the system is designed to 
protect him from blockers, but many scouts 


say he’s overrated. Cornerback Terrell 
Buckley has played well since coming over 
from Green Bay in 1995, but he doesn’t 
rank with the NFL’s best, either. Johnson 
has a lot of work to do if the Dolphins are 
to have a championship-caliber defense 
by the turn of the century. 

Of course, any title talk will be moot 
if the Dolphins fail to find a suitable replace- 
ment for Marino. Erickson doesn’t have 
the same big arm or confidence to thread 
passes into small spots the way Marino did 
in his prime. The result is even more con- 
servative play in a division where quar- 
terbacks such as Drew Bledsoe of New 
England and Peyton Manning of Indi- 
anapolis figure to make a huge difference 
from week to week. 

Another issue for the Dolphins is John- 
son, The 2000 season will be his fifth with 
the team. In each of his previous three jobs 
— Oklahoma State, the University of Miami 
and the Cowboys — Johnson lasted only 
five years. At the end in Dallas, even after 
consecutive Super Bowl titles, he talked 


OFFENSE 


DEPtTHRH 


about being bummed out. 

The Dolphins are different in some 
ways. Johnson enjoys living in South Flori- 
da, taking his boat out frequently to rest 
and rehabilitate. Still, the demands of the 
job have taken a toll. At the end of the 1997 
season, for instance, Johnson was in a par- 
ticularly bad mood because he realized 
that he had to fire longtime assistant and 
friend Gary Stevens. 

In all likelihood, if the Dolphins find 
a way to win the Super Bowl in the next 
two years, Johnson will step down as coach. 
The question then would be whether bil- 
lionaire owner H. Wayne Huizenga would 
retain Johnson as general manager. That 
is the kind of role that may appeal to John- 
son, if he can divorce himself of the desire 
to coach. In that scenario, Johnson may 
have someone such as current Dolphins 
offensive coordinator Kippy Brown or for- 
mer coordinators Norv Turner or Dave 
Wannstedt take over for him. But who will 
take over for Marino? For the Dolphins, 
that is the most important question of all. 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


JOHN AVERY RB 
Mississippi 5-6'2 182 4.37 1(29 
Scout: He's quick like a hiccup. Really exciting. 
Durable. He's just small. 

Scout: He's scary. He's a threat to take it the dis- 
tance every time he touches the ball. If you're look- 
ing for someone to compare him to, he's like Napoleon 
Kaufman but not as strong. 


PATRICK SURTAIN cB 
Southern Mississippi __5-10'e 195 4.49 2(44) 


Scout: He's more physical than some of those guys 
(available corners). But he doesn't have real good 
quickness, Even though he ran pretty well, he 
doesn't play with that speed. 


KENNY MIXON DE 
LSU 6-4'2 270 4.90 2(49 
Scout: Great work ethic kid. He probably has a lit- 
tle more rush technique than (Greg) Ellis. 
BRAD JACKSON LB 
Cincinnati 6-0" 220 4.67 3(79) 


Scout: Good athlete. A run-and-hit linebacker. 
Quick. Active. He's got to be covered up or he'll get 
mashed. 


DEFENSE 


ROLB 
Derrick Rodgers 
0.J. Brigance 


Jason Taylor 
Daniel Stubbs FS 
Brock Marion 
Brent Smith RDT Bracey Walker 
QB Daryl Gardener 
Dan Marino Barron Tanner 
Craig Erickson 


LDT 
Tim Bowens 


c 
Tim Ruddy 
John Bock 


RG 
Kevin Donnalley 
Randy Wheeler id 
RT Kenny Mixon 
James Brown 
$s 
Shawn Wooden 
Brian Walker 


Troy Drayto 
Perry LOLB 


Ee Anthony Harris 
Owight Hollier 


WR LCB 
0.J. McDuffie Terrell Buckley 
Lamar Thomas Patrick Surtain 


SPECIALISTS 


P — John Kidd, Klaus Wilmsmeyer 
PK — Olindo Mare, John Baker 


PR — Charles Jordan 
KR — Jerris McPhail 
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1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 9-7 
COACH: Bill Parcells 
STADIUM: Giants 


5-YEAR SCAN 


"95 ‘96 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/came | 21.8 | 12 


Total Yards/Game 295.4 22 


Rushing Yards/Game | 92.8 | 25 | 


Passing Yards/Game 202.6 15 


List Downsicame | 18.2 | 18 


3rd Down Efficiency 38.2 14 


Points/Game 17.9 6 


rota Yardsitame | 9925. | 28 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 118.7 21 


Passing Yards/Game | 213.8 pia 


Ist Downs/Game 18.8 22 


8rd Down Efficiency ate lisse 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Turnover Margin Ears 


Time of Possession 28:42 17 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Olfensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Averaye Average 


1048 3.45 §.30 4.53 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1057 4.04 5.83, 5.03 
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FORECAST The 2000 season figures to be 


2000 a rough one for Jets coach 
Bill Parcells. 

The reason? Himself. 

Parcells arrived in New York a year 
ago to the sound of trumpets welcoming a 
war hero. He was fresh off a trip to the 
Super Bowl with New England. He had 
pulled together a Patriots team lacking 
championship talent and won with a quar- 
terback he despised. But New York is an 
unforgiving place, and if Parcells repeats 
the mistakes he made with the Patriots, he 
is likely to become just another bum on 
the Jets’ coaching list. No coach in fran- 
chise history has ever posted a winning 
career record with the team. 

What were those failings in New Eng- 
land? For one, Parcells woefully misjudged 
veteran talent, overpaying for players such 
as Myron Guyton, David Meggett and Jeff 
Dellenbach. The case of Dellenbach was 
the most exemplary. Parcells fell in love 
with the idea of stealing a starting player 
from a division rival. Dellenbach played 
for the Dolphins. Parcells gave him a five- 
year, $8.5 million contract in 1995 when 
no other team was a serious bidder. Not 
even the Dolphins wanted Dellenbach that 
badly, having drafted a replacement for 
him a year before. 

Dellenbach was cut after less than two 
seasons with the Patriots, In his first year, 
he was outplayed by a rookie and lost his 
Starting job. Likewise, Guyton never did 
enough and Meggett was a third-down spe- 
cialist with a $10 million contract. 

In his brief stint in New York, Parcells 
has done much of the same. Signing run- 
ning back Curtis Martin in the offseason 
was the latest case of him overpaying to 
lure a player from a division rival. In this 
case, the desire to strip the Patriots of a 
top player blinded Parcells to the prob- 
lems of giving Martin a six-year deal worth 
more than $36 million. Expecting a run- 
ning back to last that long is absurd think- 
ing. Beyond that, Martin is coming off an 
injury-plagued season and the Jets not only 
have to pay him, they had to compensate 
the Patriots with first- and third-round 
draft picks. 

And then there is Parcells’ treatment 
of Neil O’Donnell. While not a franchise 
quarterback, O’Donnell came to the Jets 
in 1996 having proven capable of getting 
a team, the Steelers, to the Super Bowl. In 
1997, Parcells destroyed his relationship 
with O’ Donnell by pulling him in favor of 
Glenn Foley, then telling O’ Donnell that 


While he lacks home-run speed, Keyshawn 
Johnson possesses the size and hands to 
become one of the NFL's top receivers by 
the year 2000. 


he was not welcome at the team’s offsea- 
son conditioning program. 

While dumping O’ Donnell may not be 
the worst idea, it is not a good one when 
there isn’t a viable alternative. In the Jets’ 
case, Foley simply is not starter material 
even though he has a good feel for the pro 
passing game. If the Jets fail to salvage 


O'Donnell, they will be hamstrung by the 
lack of quality quarterbacks available 
through free agency and the draft. 

The final problem conceming the quar- 
terback situation is that Parcells is not plan- 
ning to be around long enough to groom 
one. He is expected to leave coaching after 
the 2000 season, his contract stipulating 
that he can stay with the Jets as general 
manager. But based on the early returns, Par- 
cells doesn’t have the track record in per- 
sonnel matters to make the organization 
want to keep him in that capacity. 

This is not to say that Parcells has been 
a failure with the Jets. After two miserable 
years under Rich Kotite, the team badly 
needed an infusion of discipline and struc- 
ture. Parcells laid the groundwork for the 
Jets to be competitive, at the very least. He 
calmed the storms created by players such 
as wide receiver Keyshawn Johnson and 
goaded an underachieving team put togeth- 
er by Kotite into a 9-7 winner in 1997. 

If Parcells does leave after the 2000 
season, speculation is that his friend and 


longtime defensive coordinator Bill 
Belichick will take over. Belichick likely 
will find a roster laden with average talent. 
Martin figures to be the best player on 
offense, and for the price he had better be. 
A tough, instinctive runner with outstand- 
ing speed, Martin gives the Jets the inside- 
outside dimension they didn’t get from 
Adrian Murrell, and Martin will be only 
27 when the 2000 season begins. Johnson, 
while hardly a jet, still could develop into 
a feature receiver and Wayne Chrebet is a 
solid possession guy, 

The offensive line was upgraded with 
the signing of center Kevin Mawae, and 
guard Matt O’ Dwyer, a barroom brawler, 
should be a fixture at the turn of the cen- 
tury. But by then, the Jets will need replace- 
ments for aging tackles John Elliott and 
David Williams. 

The defensive line is pocked with jour- 
neymen,. Newcomer Anthony Pleasant may 
be the best of the bunch but there are no 
standouts. The linebackers are good ones, 
however, with former first-round pick Mar- 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


DORIAN BOOSE DE 
Washington State 6-5 280 4.89 2 


Scout: Unbelievable athlete. Boy, he can do all the 
bag drills, run and jump, really looks the part. He’s 
got all this athletic ability, but after a while you lose 
interest waiting for him to make a play . 

Scout: He's got a lot of potential. Best suited to be 


a 4-3 defensive end. 


SCOTT FROST S 
Nebraska 6-2'2 219 4.61 3(67) 


Scout: He's a hell of an athlete. I'd make a safety 
out of him. 

Scout: He's a figment of someone's imagination. 
Not that he’s not a great athlete. He is. But when 
you see him tackle as a freshman, he’s a poor man's 
version of El Toro. 


vin Jones finally coming into his own. The 
Aaron Glenn-led secondary is solid. 

So where does that put the Jets in 2000? 
Probably behind the Patriots, Dolphins and 
Colts in the AFC East. 


OFFENSE DEPTH 


WR 
Keyshawn Johnson 
Alex Van Dyke 


CHART DEFENSE 


RCB 
Otis Smith 
Marcus Coleman 


FB 
Keith Byars 
Jerald Sowell 


Kevin Mawae 
Mike Gisler 


RT 
David Williams 


QB 
Neil O'Donnell 
Glenn Foley 


LT 
John Elliott 
Kerry Jenkins 


LG 
Todd Burger 
Lamont Burns 


Y 


RDE 
Rick Terry 
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Jason Ferg 


c Ernie Logan 


RG 
Matt O’Dwyer 
Lonnie Palelei 
LDE 

Rick Lyle 


Jason Fabini 
TE 


Kyle Brady 
Fred Baxter 


LCB 


y 


P — Brian Hansen, Nick Gallery 


PK — John Hal 


Anthony Pleasant 


ROLB 
James Farrior 
Chris Wing 


FS 
Jerome Henderson 
Scott Frost 

RILB 

Marvin Jones 

Matt Finkes 


uson 
LILB 


Pepper Johnson 
Dwayne Gordon 


Dorian Boose 


ss 

Victor Green 
LOLB Chris Hayes 
Mo Lewis 


Chad Cascadden 


Aaron Glenn 
Ray Mickens 


SPECIALISTS 
PR — Leon Johnson 


1 KR — Aaron Glenn 
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1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 3-13 
COACH: Jim Mora 
STADIUM: RCA Dome 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/Game | 19.8 | 20 


Total Yards/Game 304.3 18 


Rushing Yards/Game | 107.9 7a 


Passing Yards/Game 196.4 19 


jtstDownsiGame | 18.8 | 12 | 


3rd Down Efficiency 37.9 


LEAGUE 
Poerense | Stat 
26 


Points/Game r 


Total Yards/Game | 303.4 | 10 


Rushing Yards/Game 127.1 


Passing Yards/Game | 176.3 moa 


Ist Downs/Game 17.5 8 


Lard Down Efficiency | 41.7 | 26 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Turnover Margin 


Time of Possession 32:56 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1085 88487470 | 
DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


— 828 484 578 623 
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FORECAST As the 2000 season approach- 

es, the Colts are finally posi- 
2000 tioned to become consistent 
contenders in the AFC East. For that they can 
thank the new regime of coach Jim Mora 
and president Bill Polian. Mora replaces 
Lindy Infante after last season’s 3-13 deba- 
cle and Polian steps in for Bill Tobin. 

Mora, the longtime coach of the New 
Orleans Saints, and Polian, the man cred- 
ited with making the expansion Carolina 
Panthers a playoff team in their second sea- 
son, are on the same page philosophical- 
ly. They favor a conservative style of play 
and limited risk-taking in player acquisi- 
tion. Case in point: With the No. 1 pick in 
April’s draft, the Colts selected Tennessee 
quarterback Peyton Manning instead of 
Washington State’s Ryan Leaf. Many scouts 
think Leaf has more potential than Manning 
does, yet Manning may be the most 
advanced quarterback to enter the league 
in a decade. The Colts are betting that Man- 
ning can be a better fit than Leaf in an 
offensive system that plays it close to the 
vest. They’re probably right. 

If all goes as planned, Manning will 
have established himself as one of the NFL’s 
best quarterbacks by the time the 2000 sea- 
son kicks off. Manning is expected to be 
an efficient, opportunistic passer in the style 
of Troy Aikman. And with a core of young 
offensive talent already in place, the Colts 
would figure to be a load for opposing 
defenses at the turn of the century. 

Running back Marshall Faulk will be 
only 27 when the 2000 season begins and 
should still be a dynamic player. That 
assumes he can avoid the nagging injuries 
that limited his effectiveness the past two 
seasons. One of the best pass-catching run- 
ning backs in the NFL and a consistent 
1,000-yard rusher, Faulk should be a nice 
complement to Manning. The same can be 
said of wide receiver Marvin Harrison, an 
excellent athlete with superb quickness and 
the speed to get deep. 

Concerns about Mora’s conservative 
play-calling will make landing a top receiv- 
er via free agency a difficult task. After 
losing Sean Dawkins in the offseason, the 
Colts will need immediate help from rook- 
ies Jerome Pathon and E.G. Green. Pathon 
has big-play ability but inconsistent hands. 
The undersized Green figures as a posses- 
sion receiver. 

Mora and Polian have made upgrad- 
ing the offensive line a priority. They have 
a lot of work to do. Heading into the 1998 
season, perhaps only the Arizona Cardi- 
nals have a weaker offensive line than the 


Third-year wide receiver Marvin Harrison 
should benefit from the arrival of Peyton 
Manning. Harrison averaged just 11.9 yards 
per reception in '97. 


Colts, Left tackle Tarik Glenn, a first-round 
pick in 1997, should be a fixture for a 
decade, and there is hope for right tackle 
Adam Meadows, a second-round pick in 
1997. Guard Tom Myslinski was signed 
from the Steelers in free agency and Doug 
Widell was moved out. 

Defensively, the Colts want to repli- 
cate the 3-4 scheme that Mora favored in 
New Orleans in the late 1980s. The Colts 
want to be big, quick and attack-oriented. 
That will require a lot of tinkering by Mora 


and Polian. The Colts ranked 26th in scor- 
ing defense in 1997 while yielding 4.6 
yards per rush and 26 touchdown passes. 

Polian’s first big catch in free agency 
was Buffalo cornerback Jeff Burris, a solid 
cover man who gota five-year, $20.5 mil- 
lion deal with a $5 million signing bonus. 
Burris will be 28 when the 2000 season 
begins. The Colts still need help at line- 
backer, where injuries have been a problem. 
Their defensive line is good but perhaps 
not championship-caliber. Getting a dom- 
inating pass-rusher to replace Tony Bennett, 
who suffered a knee injury last season and 
is already on the wrong side of 30, will be 
a top priority. 

The Colts have long been seen as a 
team with no foundation or continuity, but 
with Manning coming to town, there is an 
air of excitement in Indianapolis. That could 
help team owner Jim Irsay negotiate a pack- 
age to keep the team in the city. Irsay lacks 
the deep pockets of many of the NFL’s 
other owners, and he has been burdened 
by having to come up with huge signing 


OFFENSE D 


FB 
Zack Crockett QB 
Clif Groce Peyton Manning 
Kelly Holcomb 


RB 
Marshall Faulk 
Lamont Warren 


Torrance Small 


bonuses to either keep players (such as 
linebacker Quentin Coryatt in 1995 and 
quarterback Jim Harbaugh in 1996) or sign 
free agents. 

The Colts will need one or two impact 
players to get them over the hump and into 
Super Bowl contention, but attracting vet- 
eran free agents to Indianapolis has long been 
a problem because of the city’s small-town 
feel and lack of exposure. Polian’s ability 
to find second-tier free agents and build 
through the draft will be critical to the 
Colts’ success. 

Meanwhile, Manning should bring con- 
sistency and a quiet sense of determination 
to a franchise that has bounced back and 
forth between contender and pretender for 
more than a decade. Manning may even 
become the best quarterback in the AFC 
East as Dan Marino fades into retirement 
and Drew Bledsoe continues his uninspir- 
ing play. If that is the case, and if Mora and 
Polian hold up their end of the bargain, the 
Colts will be tough to beat in the new 
millennium. 


E PTH 


RDT 


CHART 


RCB 
Jeff Burris 
» Ray McElroy 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


PEYTON MANNING QB 
Tennessee 6-5 230 495 1(1 
Scout: I'd take him (over Ryan Leaf). | just think 
he’s a little more ready to play. To me, he has a bet- 
ter understanding of the game and he has all the 
right intangibles. 

Scout: He can throw all the passes, he gets it 
out of his hand quickly. The first thing that real- 
ly stands out, though, is his feel. That, and his 
leadership. 


JEROME PATHON WR 
Washin 6-0 185 445 2 
Scout: Real good athlete. Real good hand-eye abil- 
ity. He's quick out of his cuts, he's got that second 
gear to catch up to the deep ball. The negative is 
his size. He's kind of frail. 


E.G. GREEN WR 
Florida State 5-11" 187 4.55 3(71 


Scout: He's quick, a natural catcher, but he isn’t going 
to run away from anybody. 


DEFENSE 


ROLB 
Quentin Coryatt 
Sammie Burroughs 


Ellis Johnson 


Steve Martin 


LCB 


RDE 
Dan Footman 
Tony Bennett 


Jeff Herrod 
Scott Von der Ahe 


ss 
Robert Blackmon 
David Tate 


Carlton Gray 
Monty Montgomery 


P — Chris Gardocki 
PK — Cary Blanchard 


SPECIALISTS 
PR — Jerome Pathon 
KR — Aaron Bailey 


105 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 6-10 
COACH: Wade Phillips 
STADIUM: Rich 


5-YEAR SCAN 


94 95 "96 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


Points/Game 15.9 29 


Total Yards/Game 281.1 25 


[Rushing Yards/Game | 111.4 | 14_| 


Passing Yards/Game 179.7 25 


ho Sera 


3rd Down Efficiency 25. 0 


Points/Game 


Total Yards/Game | 303.3 ra 


Rushing Yards/Game 112.0 15 


Passing Yards/Game | 191.3 ea 


Ist Downs/Game 16.6 3 


8rd Down Efficiency sea | ha 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


weer narit 2th 


Time of Possession 27:59 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1014 4.22 4.86 4,58 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1041 3.63 (5.59 4.88 
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FORECAST The Bills approach the turn 

of the century in a quandary 
2000 over what to do over the next 
few years. Should they strive to win now, 
or should they take a step backward in 
order to win in the long term? 

While the Bills made a wise move when 
they acquired quarterback Rob Johnson in 
a trade with Jacksonville during the off- 
season, they are at a crossroads defensively. 
By the year 2000, the Bills could have a 
starting defensive line of 32-year-old Phil 
Hansen, 32-year-old Ted Washington and 
37-year-old Bruce Smith. 

Make sure there is an emphasis on the 
word “could,” particularly with Smith, who 
is beginning to show the effects of a career 
played on artificial turf. He had surgery 
on his right knee after the 1997 season. 
Finding a worthy replacement for a Hall of 
Famer such as Smith is nearly impossible. 
The Bills drafted Marcellus Wiley from 
Columbia in 1997. Wiley is a formidable 
athlete and smart enough to understand the 
work that must be put in. But he is a far cry 
from Smith. Almost everybody is a far cry 
from Smith, who was called the greatest 
pass-rushing defensive end in the history 
of the game by Dolphins coach Jimmy 
Johnson last year. 

After Smith, there is Washington, a 
vastly underrated nose tackle. His shoul- 
ders and Knees have taken a pounding 
over the years, but it is possible he could 
last until 2000. Finding someone as big 
and powerful as Washington will be dif- 
ficult for the Bills. Of the three defensive 
linemen, Hansen will be the easiest to 
replace. 

But the loss of Smith and Washington 
could hasten the demise of Buffalo's 3-4 
defense. Without those two, Buffalo will 
likely have to get more big linemen to serve 
as run stoppers in a division that figures 
to be run-oriented over the next few sea- 
sons. Miami figures to run more in the 
post-Dan Marino era, the Jets are coached 
by run-loving Bill Parcells and conserva- 
tive Jim Mora leads Indianapolis. 

The Bills took one step to strengthen 
the front seven by selecting linebacker Sam 
Cowart in the second round of the 1998 
draft. Cowart may end up being one of the 
best value picks in the draft because of his 
ability to play inside or outside. 

What direction the Bills go defensively 
must be determined quickly by the com- 
bination of coach Wade Phillips, general 
manager John Butler and chief scout Dwight 
Adams. Fortunately for the Bills, Butler 


== Bills 


The quick development of second-year 
running back Antowain Smith should allow 
the Bills to prosper after Thurman Thomas 
retires, 


and Adams are among the best personnel 
people in the business and Phillips is one 
of the most adaptable defensive coaches 
in the NFL. Phillips, who moved up from 
defensive coordinator to replace Marv Levy 
after the 1997 season, demonstrated that 
last season when he switched to a four- 
man line late in the season after the Bills 
lost several linebackers because of injuries. 


When Buffalo was without linebacker Chris 
Spielman, Phillips made do. 

The Bills already have one of the bet- 
ter young secondaries in the league. The 
defensive staff has done a fine job of devel- 
oping future starters such as cornerbacks 
Ken Irvin and Marlon Kerner, who will 
still be in their 20s when the 2000 season 
begins. 

Offensively, there are some who think 
Johnson could emerge as a front-line quar- 
terback, and the Bills already have a poten- 
tial marquee running back in Antowain 
Smith, who rushed for 840 yards as a rook- 
ie in 1997. Offensive coordinator Joe Pendry 
will aid Johnson's development by empha- 
sizing the running game, the same plan 
Pendry used to propel Carolina quarter- 
back Kerry Collins to success in Collins’ 
second year in the NFL. The difference is 
that Johnson is smarter than Collins, will 
pay closer attention to detail and should 
continue to develop. If not, the Bills will 
be back to square one in their efforts to 


OFFENSE 


QB 
Rob Johnson 
Doug Flutie 


DES PS T7H 


replace Jim Kelly. 

A problem on offense could be the 
lack of a big-play threat at receiver. Eric 
Moulds has not shown the consistency 
the Bills need, particularly with 34-year- 
old Andre Reed unlikely to make it to the 
2000 season. In addition, the offensive 
line looks like it may not develop as quick- 
ly as the Bills need it to. Left tackle John 
Fina is often overmatched and left guard 
Ruben Brown has lacked consistency, par- 
ticularly since the retirement of mentor 
Kent Hull. 

Most likely, the Bills will continue to 
draft well with Butler and Adams in charge. 
Still, they are faced with a massive rebuild- 
ing to get back to the levels reached in the 
early 1990s, when they were annual Super 
Bowl contenders. 

Meanwhile, as revenues from season- 
ticket sales fall, the team continues to toy 
with the idea of moving to Toronto. Owner 
Ralph Wilson has lobbied the city of Buf- 
falo for money to improve the luxury boxes 


P — Chris Mohr 
PK — Steve Christie 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


SAM COWART LB 


Florida State 6-1 245 4.75 2(39) 
Scout: He's the most natural inside linebacker I've 
seen in years, He's tough, mean, aggressive, smart. 
I like him more than (Takeo) Spikes. 

Scout: He's overrated. | think he'll struggle in pass 
coverage at this level. He's real tight in his move- 
ments in space. 


ROBERT HICKS OT 
M State 6-7 350 5.61 3 

Scout: His long arms compensate for those small 
feet. That's what saves him. He makes (Ron) Hall- 
strom look like a midget. 


at Rich Stadium and possibly dome the 
facility. Unfortunately for Wilson, he will 
have a hard time using Toronto as a bar- 
gaining chip in his dealings with politi- 
cians; the NFL already has its sights set 
on Toronto as a possible site for an expan- 
sion team. 


DEFENSE 


SPECIALISTS 
PR — Kevin Williams 
KR — Eric Moulds 


107 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


Jacksonville 


1997 RECORD: 11-5 
COACH: Tom Coughiin 
STADIUM: ALLTEL 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Pointsicame | 246 | 3 


Total Yards/Game 339.0 7 


[Rushing Yards/Game | 107.5 | 18 


Passing Yards/Game 231.5 4 


List Downsigame | 18.9 | 8 


3rd Down Efficiency 39.2 12 


Points/Game 4 16 


Total Yards/Game 


Rushing Yards/Game 108.4 13 


Passing Yards/Game | 219.0 Es 


1st Downs/Game 18.8 26 


ard Down Efficiency | 45.1 | 30 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Fruraover Maron | +8) 6 


Time of Possession 28:40 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


$683.78 BT 43 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Delensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


10385 3.814 
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FORECAST !tis late July 2000. The Jack- 
2000 sonville Jaguars are huddled 

around their coach, Tom 
Coughlin. It’s the opening of training camp 
and Coughlin, who has mellowed since 
the expansion team’s early days, wants to 
send his team a stern message. 

“Do not think for one minute that just 
because you won a Super Bow! last sea- 
son that things aren’t going to be tougher 
this season,”’ Coughlin tells his team. “Peo- 
ple will be gunning for you even more. In 
five years you went from expansion team 
to Super Bowl champion. People in this 
league don’t like that type of thing. They 
will be jealous, envious. It is up to you, 
us, all of us, to make sure we don’t let any 
of that interfere with the task at hand. 
Repeating is tough. It will be even tougher 
on us considering where we've come from.” 

Fantasy? Hardly. At the rate the Jaguars 
franchise is moving, it’s a definite possi- 
bility. In three seasons, Coughlin, the mani- 
acal dictator, has taken it from expansion 
team to Super Bowl contender. He has 
done so by leading with an iron fist anda 
laundry list of rules. 

There is little doubt this is Coughlin’s 
team. 

There is little doubt it will be his team 
for a long, long time. Although Coughlin 
has only two years remaining on his con- 
tract — and there have been no talks about 
an extension — team owner Wayne Weaver 
insists his coach isn’t going anywhere. 
Weaver usually makes good on such procla- 
mations, Weaver, a former shoe salesman 
who became a shoe magnate, knows what 
it takes to fit people into the smooth run- 
ning of an organization. 

While Weaver is involved in the oper- 
ation, it is Coughlin who gets total con- 
trol of the football side. Weaver strongly 
believes in his coach, and he will almost 
certainly pay what it takes to keep him. 
“Tom Coughlin isn’t going anywhere,” 
said Weaver. 

Weaver and Coughlin have done a good 
job of locking up the Jaguars’ core play- 
ers to long-term deals. It is a strategy 
Weaver embraces. When it looked like his 
quarterback, Mark Brunell, might be head- 
ed for the free-agent market last summer, 
Weaver signed him to a five-year, $31.5- 
million contract extension, making him 
one of the highest-paid players in the league. 
At the time, Brunell had been a starter for 
just over a year. “If you aren’t taking care 
of your own people, and balancing how 
you spend your money, rather than chas- 


Talented youngsters such as linebacker 
Kevin Hardy, the second pick in the 1996 


draft, make the 2001 Super Bowl a distinct 
possibility for the Jaguars. 


ing free agency, you are doomed to fail,” 
said Weaver. 

It’s that proactive philosophy that will 
keep the Jaguars’ core players in the fold 
into the next decade. Players such as Brunell, 
wide receivers Jimmy Smith and Keenan 
McCardell, tackles Tony Boselli and Leon 
Searcy and linebackers Kevin Hardy and 
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Bryce Paup are all under contract into the 
next decade. Ask any personnel guy who 
the best players on the team are right now, 
and those seven will rank at the top along 
with defensive end Tony Brackens, who 
the team hopes to sign to an extension this 
season. Those players will be pivotal as 
the Jaguars make their run toward the Super 
Bowl. 

Brunell is the marquee player, his No. 
8 jersey the hottest-selling item in Jack- 
sonville. He will be only 29 when the 2000 
season begins. As he grows as a quarter- 
back, a process that was stunted last sea- 
son because of a knee injury, the Jaguars 
will only get better. With bookend tack- 
les and two Pro Bowl receivers, the offense 
should be formidable for a long time. 

The defense features some young, tal- 
ented players at key positions. Hardy will 
be 27 when the 2000 season opens and 
Brackens will be 25. There aren’t enough 
premium defensive players on the roster yet, 
but in two years that could change through 
free agency and the draft. Meanwhile, the 


OFFENSE 


DEPTH 


addition of a few veteran free agents such 
as Paup, who will be 32 in 2000, could be 
enough to put the Jaguars over the top in 
the next year or two. 

The Jaguars intend to be active on the 
free-agent market. They have a financial 
advantage over many teams. Alltel Stadi- 
um has more than 10,000 club seats and 
85 luxury suites that generate enormous 
revenues. Nearly all of them have been 
sold out since before the franchise played 
its first game. That money is key since it 
allows the Jaguars to pay the huge signing 
bonuses now required to retain good play- 
ers or sign top free agents. And for the first 
time, the Jaguars this season will get a full 
NFL television share, making them even 
more competitive on the open market. 

The Jaguars have long pointed to their 
fourth year, 1998, as the season that they 
would compete for a Super Bowl title. The 
plan was accelerated two seasons ago when 
they advanced to the AFC Championship 
Game. Now, as the year 2000 draws near, 
the Jaguars have the look of an annual 


P —Brya 
PK — Mike Hollis 


CHA RT 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


FRED TAYLOR RB 


Florida 6-0 225 4.45 1(9) 
Scout: Man, does he have feet for a big man. The 
part that really and truly bugs me is why he was 
just a one-year starter behind Elijah Williams? 
Scout: They didn't like him there—they'll tell you 
that. He's a tough kid who can run, but | don't know 
if he’s legit. 


DONOVIN DARIUS Ss 
Syracuse 6-02 210 4,50 1(25) 

Scout: At the snap of the ball, he’s headed toward 
the line of scrimmage because he wants to hit 
somebody. He's a true tough guy. He wants to kill 
you. But he doesn't have great movement skills in 
space. 


CORDELL TAYLOR cB 


Hampton (Va.) 5-112 190 4.44 2(57) 
Scout: He's got the tools: speed, agility, loose hips. 
He's big enough for give and take. He’s just raw. 


playoff and Super Bowl contender well 
into the next decade. 


DEFENSE 


Kevin Hardy 
Eddie Robinson 


SPECIALISTS 


n Barker PR — Reggie Barlow 


KR — Tavian Banks 
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1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


Pittsburgh 


1997 RECORD: 11-5 
COACH: Bill Cowher 
STADIUM: Three Rivers 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


Points/Game | 23.3 | 7 | 


Total Yards/Game 346.4 6 


| Rushing Yardsicame | 154.9. | 1 


Passing Yards/Game 191.4 23 


List DownsiGame | 20.4 | 3 


3rd Down Efficiency 44,7 1 
Points/Game 18.2 11 


Total Yards/Game | 2941 | 8B | 


Rushing Yards/Game 82.4 1 


Passing Yards/Game | 211.7 8] 


Ist Downs/Game 17.8 12 


ard Down ticiney | 447 | 28 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Furnover Mersin] +t | 14] 


Time of Possession 32:05 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1058 4.83 6.30 5.24 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1005 3.27 5.63 4.88 
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Steelers 


FORECAST As the NFL landscape changes 
2000 through the years, the Steel- 

ers remain the same. Other 
teams move to wide-open, innovative pass- 
ing offenses; the Steelers continue to win 
with plenty of Jerome Bettis slamming into 
the guts of enemy defenses, 

With state-of-the-art stadiums spring- 
ing up around the league, the Steelers lan- 
guish in outdated but homey Three Rivers 
Stadium, with no new facility on the draw- 
ing board. Even the uniforms, those intim- 
idating black and gold ones, have withstood 
the test of time. There was talk of chang- 
ing them recently, and that was met with a 
hasty “no way” by Steelers management. 
Let the Broncos go funky; the Steelers won't 
have any of that. 

Bill Cowher, then, is the perfect coach 
for the organization. There isn’t a lot of 
Jimmy Johnson flash with Cowher, unless 
you consider hamming it up for the TV 
cameras flash. Cowher brings an attitude 
and gets the most out of his players. He 
convinces them that they are the baddest 
guys in the league, and that’s the way they 
play. Smash-mouth football. 

That's the Steelers’ way. It is the way 
it will be in 2000. 2005. 2010. And it works. 
Pittsburgh has won four consecutive AFC 
Central titles since 1995. The Steelers went 
to the Super Bowl after the 1995 season, 
where they lost to the Cowboys. They already 
have four Super Bowl victories under their 
belt, a feat matched by only the Cowboys 
and 49ers in NFL history. There is no rea- 
son to believe that the Steelers will be any- 
thing but an annual playoff contender into 
the next century. 

Team owner Dan Rooney is a quiet man 
who lets his management team run the show. 
Rooney lacks the financial resources of the 
NFL's richer teams, but in most other respects 
he’s the ideal owner. The men in charge of 
the football side are Cowher and director of 
player personnel Tom Donahoe, two of the 
best in the business. 

While other organizations panic when 
key players leave in free agency, the Steel- 
ers simply reload. They continue to replace 
good players with players who can do it 
just as well, if not better. Kevin Greene 
moves on, Jason Gildon steps up. Rod Wood- 
son departs, Chad Scott is in the wings. 
Neil O'Donnell leaves for a lucrative deal 
with the Jets, Kordell “Slash” Stewart makes 
Steelers fans forget what the fuss was about. 

More than any other team in the league, 
the Steelers have a knack for spending wise- 
ly and replenishing talent, and they are the 
best evaluators of young talent in the NFL. 


After losing Neil O'Donnell to the Jets in 
1996, the Steelers reloaded with Kordell 
Stewart, who led NFL quarterbacks with 
11 TD runs last season. 


When the Steelers draft someone, you can 
bet he has a chance to be a player. So as 
long as Donahoe and Cowher are in the 
fold, the Steelers will continue to be com- 
petitive. Donahoe interviewed to become the 
Seahawks general manager, but opted to 
stay with the Steelers for less money than 
the Seahawks reportedly offered. 

While the Steelers’ tradition of excel- 


lence is attractive to some free agents, sev- 
eral factors make signing free agents diffi- 
cult. The Steelers play on artificial turf in 
a cold-weather environment. Pittsburgh is 
not a destination city. And large signing 
bonuses are out of the question because of 
the team’s financial constraints. Rooney 
would like a new stadium, but the city has 
been reluctant to agree to a tax plan to help 
fund it. For now, and into the next decade, 
the Steelers will stay at Three Rivers. 

Will Cowher be with the team at the tum 
of the century? That's the most pressing issue 
facing the Steelers in the next two years. 
Cowher has two years left on a contract that 
pays him about $1 million a season, a bar- 
gain-basement price for a coach with his 
track record, Cowher hinted in March that 
he was interested in becoming coach and 
GM of the expansion Cleveland Browns. A 
bargaining ploy? Probably, but it got the 
attention of Rooney and Steelers fans. 

If the Steelers retain Cowher and their 
core of young offensive talent, they should 
be a force to be reckoned with in the next 


OFFENSE 


DEPTH 


few seasons. Stewart brings a lot of dimen- 
sion to the quarterback position with his 
mobility and arm strength. He has the ath- 
letic ability to be special in time, but he's 
not there yet. He'll be only 27 when the 
2000 season begins. 

Bettis will be 28 and should still be 
around to carry the mail. The Steelers lost 
wide receiver Yancey Thigpen to free agency, 
but Charles Johnson looks to be a coming 
attraction and Mark Bruener is a solid young 
tight end. The offensive line will have under- 
gone some changes by 2000, with tackle 
John Jackson leaving via free agency and 
center Dermontti Dawson passing his 35th 
birthday. It’s no surprise, then, that the Steel- 
ers used their fist pick this April on guard 
Alan Faneca, who may have been the best 
run blocker in the draft. 

Defense has always been a Pittsburgh 
staple and that won't change with guys like 
linebacker Levon Kirkland and nose tackle 
Joel Steed in the primes of their careers, Will 
the Steelers be contenders in 2000? Can you 
think of a reason why they wouldn't be? 


LT 
Justin Strzelczyk 


FB 
Tim Lester 
Jon Witman 


Kordell Stewart 
Mike Tomezak 


Chris Conrad 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


ALAN FANECA OG 
LSU 6-4", 322 5.45 1(26 
Scout: Don’t look at his combine workout because 
you'll vomit. He's just pure power. There's been 
nobody like him since Larry Allen, but Allen is a 
way better athlete. 

Scout: He's a clodhopper. He needs to be in close 
quarters. 


JEREMY STAAT DT 


Arizona State 6-5: 298 4.90 2(41 
Scout: A real tough guy. Got some strength. Plays 
hard and has some awareness to him. 

Scout: | thought his feet were too slow and he was 
too inflexible in the hips. He reminded me of Shane 
Collins (Redskins, 1992-94). | don't see an instinc- 
tive football player. 


CHRIS CONRAD OT 
Fresno State 6-6% 300 5.25 
Scout: Big, gifted guy but very immature. 

Scout: This guy just doesn't have the sand in his 
butt to anchor in. 


DEFENSE 


Earl Holmes 


Joel Steed, Oliver Gibson 


LILB 
Levon Kirkland 
John Fiala 


Brenden Stai 


RB 
Jerome Bettis Aaron Henne LDE 


Fred McAfee Nolan Harrison 
Rod Manuel 
Paul Wiggins 


TE ss 


Carnell Lake 


Mark Bruener Myron Bell 


LOLB 
Jason Gildon 
Mike Vrabel 


LCB 
Dewayne Washington 
Donnell Woolford 


SPECIALISTS 
P — Josh Miller PR — Will Blackwell 
PK — Norm Johnson KR — Will Blackwell 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 7-9 
COACH: Bruce Coslet 
STADIUM: Cinergy Field 


5-YEAR SCAN 
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1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[PointsiGame || 222 | 10 | 


Total Yards/Game 330.1 10 


[Rushing Yards/Game | 122.8 | 9 


Passing Yards/Game 207.3 13 


jist Downsicame | 19.4 | 8 | 


3rd Down Efficiency 41.1 7 


LEAGUE 
RANK 


Points/Game 25.3 27 


total vardsGame | 906.1 | 20 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 138.8 29 


Passing Yards/Game | 216.2 | 21 | 


Ist Downs/Game 21.8 30 


[ard Down Efficiency | 44.9 | 29 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Frursover Maron [+ | 16 


Time of Possession 27:56 28 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


100200: «4.350008 
DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive fushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1081 4,82 58821 
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For years, the Bengals have 
FORECAST been one of the NFL’s most 
2000 frugal organizations. Owned 
and operated by the Brown family since 
the franchise's inception in 1968, the Ben- 
gals have been loath to throw around money 
like many of the league’s big spenders. 

That, in turn, has led to a common 
refrain from players and their agents: Please 
don’t draft me, Cincinnati. 

Free agency? In Cincinnati, it hasn't 
been much. 

In 2000, that all could change. 

The dream of Mike Brown, Bengals 
president and general manager, will come 
to fruition in the fall of 2000. That’s when 
a new 68,000-seat stadium will open just 
east of where the Bengals now play at Cin- 
ergy Field. The new facility will be like 
no other in the league. It will be 11 stories 
high, with 70 percent of the seats situated 
between the end zones, much like a Euro- 
pean soccer stadium, Good sightlines for 
football? Bengals fans have no idea what 
that’s about. 

Most important for Brown and his 
dream of bringing a Super Bowl winner 
to Cincinnati, the stadium will have luxu- 
ry seating, something Cinergy Field does 
not have. The new stadium will have 7,500 
club seats and 104 suites. Revenues from 
those sources do not have to be fully includ- 
ed in gates shared with visiting teams. The- 
oretically at least, more cash will enable 
Brown to be more competitive in the open 
market, although it is doubtful the Ben- 
gals will ever be lavish spenders. 

As general manager, Brown, who also 
owns 56 percent of the club, is the man 
running the football side of the operation. 
The son of legendary coach Paul Brown, 
Mike Brown has grown up around foot- 
ball. Several other family members are 
involved in the organization, but all deci- 
sions are Brown's. This, perhaps more so 
than any other team in the league, is a mom 
and pop operation. It won’t change any- 
time soon. 

In Brown's view of a perfect world, 
the Bengals would resemble the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, a franchise he has long admired. 
Brown wants to create a team in the Steel- 
ers image, meaning a swarming, attacking 
defense and an offense driven by a bruis- 
ing running game. 

Bengals coach Bruce Coslet, who is 
entering the second year of his four-year 
deal in 1998, also believes in that formu- 
la, as evidenced by the hiring of Steelers 
secondary coach Dick LeBeau to run his 


ut Ly 


Outside linebacker Reinard Wilson, the 
Bengals’ first-round pick In '97, should be 
more effective in '98 after struggling through 
his rookie season. 


defense. LeBeau has installed the 3-4, zone- 
blitzing scheme that made the Steelers 
defense one of the NFL’s best the last 
decade. 

In moving toward that style, the Ben- 
gals have drafted three linebackers in the 
first round of the last two drafts. In 1997, 
they took Florida State's Reinard Wilson, 
and this April they selected Auburn's Takeo 
Spikes and North Carolina’s Brian Sim- 
mons. Those players, LeBeau feels, can 
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be the foundation of a Pittsburgh-type 
defense. If they pass muster in training 
camp, Spikes and Simmons will be worked 
into the rotation quickly. 

The Bengals lost underachieving defen- 
sive end Dan Wilkinson to free agency, 
but they still have John Copeland, who 
will be 29 when the 2000 season begins. 
The secondary features cornerback Ash- 
ley Ambrose, another player in his prime. 
Still, the defense is a work in progress. 

On offense, Corey Dillon is like Jerome 
Bettis, only faster. A second-round pick in 
1997, Dillon emerged as a 1,000-yard rush- 
er last season. A bruising back, he should 
be one of the league's best in the year 2000. 
He’ll operate behind an offensive line that 
has played poorly in recent seasons but is 
getting better in a hurry. Right tackle Willie 
Anderson is going to be a fixture for years, 
and Kevin Sargent is solid at left tackle. 

But who will fill the role of Kordell 
Stewart? The Bengals hope Jeff Blake can 
bounce back from a dismal 1997 season, 
when he lost his job to Boomer Esiason. 


OFFENSE 
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Ay 
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This will be a big year for Blake, whose 
calling card has been the deep ball to wide 
receivers Carl Pickens and Darnay Scott. 
If Blake flames out, the Bengals will have 
to scramble to replace him. 

One concern is whether Pickens will be 
around for the opening of the new stadi- 
um. One of the game’s best big-play 
receivers, Pickens is set to become a free 
agent after the 1998 season. He has been 
far from a choirboy in Cincinnati, but the 
team would love to have him back. Guess 
what could make that happen? With the 
potential for increased revenues, Brown 
may be willing to change his thinking for 
a player like Pickens. He may not have to 
be frugal anymore. Funny what a new sta- 
dium can do for a franchise. 

They’ re already talking about the open- 
er in that new stadium. Speculation is that 
the Bengals will play the expansion Cleve- 
land Browns in their first home game. 
Maybe, but the scoreboard in the model for 
the new stadium has a different opponent. 

That scoreboard reads: Bengals 35, 


LCB 
Ashley Ambrose 
Corey Sawyer 


P — Lee Johnson, Bill Kushner 
PK — Doug Pelfrey, Jay Kirchoff 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 
TAKEO SPIKES LB 


Auburn 6-1 2344.63 1(13) 
Scout: What impressed me was his ability to get 
from point A to point B, not only north and south but 
laterally. 

Scout: He's not real big. You better protect him. 
With double tight ends in there, he’s out of the 
game. 


BRIAN SIMMONS LB 
North Carolina 6-3 238 4.62 1(17) 
Scout: | don't think he reached his peak in that 
defense because they didn't turn him loose. 
Scout: Great speed, great everything. But I like to 
see guys who are shatterers and can take on at 
the point and don't have to give ground. | have my 
problems with him. 


ARTRELL HAWKINS cB 
Cincinnati 5-10% 191 4.43 2 
Scout: Great workout guy. Just never makes a play. 


Steelers 3. 
Think Mike Brown had anything to do 
with that? 


DEFENSE 


ss 
Sam Shade 
Tremain Mack 


LOLB 
Brian Simmons 
James Francis 


SPECIALISTS 
PR — Greg Myers 
KR — Eric Bieniemy 
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1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 8-8 
COACH: Jeff Fisher 
STADIUM: Vanderbilt 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/Game | 20.8 | 14 | 


Total Yards/Game 307.4 18 


Rushing Yards/Game | 150.9 | 3 | 


Passing Yards/Game 156.6 28 


List Downs/game | 18.0 | 19 


3rd Down Efficiency 42.0 


5 
12 


Points/Game 18.4 


Total Yards/Game $26.9 ez] 


Rushing Yards/Game 88.3 4 


Passing Yards/Game | 228.6 


1st Downs/Game 18.3 17 


Lard Down Eficiency | 39.0. | 22 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


7 


Time of Possession 31:27 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


993 4.48 6.54 4.85 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing elensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


FORECAST Oilers fans have a dream: In 

a town where musical lyrics 
2000 are a way of life, somebody 
in Nashville will pen a song about quar- 
terback Steve McNair. By the year 2000, 
the dream goes, McNair will be as popu- 
lar in the city as any country-music singer 
who has crooned about love and loss, and 
the Oilers will be a force to be reckoned 
with in the AFC Central Division. 

Wake up, people. 

While there is no arguing that McNair 
has considerable potential, many people 
around the NFL doubt that he'll ever be a 
championship-caliber quarterback. He 
played poorly at times in 1997, his third sea- 
son in the league and first as a full-time 
Starter, struggling with the nuances of the 
pro passing game. McNair displays tremen- 
dous athletic ability, however. If and when 
he becomes more decisive in his reads, he 
has a chance to be special. But only a 
chance. 

How good can the Oilers be in 2000? 
That depends on two players — McNair 
and running back Eddie George. While 
MeNair is the player with potential, George 
has already established himself as one of 
the game’s best, rushing for more than 
1,300 yards in each of his two seasons. 
Opponents began keying on George in 
1997 when it became clear the Oilers’ 
passing game wasn’t going to beat them. 
Which brings us back to McNair. For the 
Oilers to move forward, the third overall 
pick in the 1995 draft must become more 
consistent. 

The Oilers helped McNair in the off- 
season by upgrading at wide receiver, a 
sore spot in 1997. First they lured Yancey 
Thigpen, one of the game’s top 10 receivers, 
from division-rival Pittsburgh with a five- 
year, $21 million contract. Then they spent 
their first-round draft pick on Utah’s Kevin 
Dyson, who is expected to start immedi- 
ately. Journeyman tight end/H-back Frank 
Wycheck was the Oilers’ best receiver last 
season with 63 receptions. 

One concern as the Oilers look ahead 
to 2000 is an aging offensive line. Guard 
Bruce Matthews is 37 and center Mark 
Stepnoski is 31. The best athlete on the 
line may be tackle Brad Hopkins, but he 
did not have a good year in 1997. Hopkins 
will be 29 when the 2000 season kicks off. 
The Oilers lost guard Kevin Donnalley to 
free agency and will try to replace him 
with the injury-prone Jason Layman. 

Defensively, the Oilers are solid with 
the exception of a leaky secondary. The 


oh at 
As the Oilers usher in a new era in Nashville, 
they will build around featured runner Eddie 
George, a 1,300-yard rusher in '97. 


Oilers finished fourth in the NFL against 
the run last season but only 22nd overall 
as opponents averaged 228.6 yards a game 
through the air. Rookie cormerbacks Samari 
Rolle and Dainon Sidney, drafted in the 
second and third rounds this April, are 
expected to help. 

Fifth-year tackle Henry Ford anchors 
a young, improving front seven. End Kenny 


Holmes, a 1997 first-round pick, had a 
promising rookie season. Linebackers Joe 
Bowden and Barron Wortham figure to be 
around for a while. 

Can the Oilers find a happy home in 
Nashville? They were miserable in Mem- 
phis last season after jumping from Hous- 
ton. Fans were few at the Liberty Bow], 
which prompted an end-run to Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville for the 1998 sea- 
son. In 1999, a new stadium will be com- 
plete, giving owner Bud Adams, who left 
Houston when the city would not build 
him a stadium to replace the Astrodome, 
a revenue-producing facility comparable 
with the finest in the league. Nashville 
fans are excited about the new downtown 
stadium. The issue is how excited they 
are about the team. Tennessee is a hotbed 
for college football and that fanaticism 
may not translate to the pro game. Chances 
are, the Oilers must win quickly to ensure 
a loyal fan following into the next 
century, 

Revenues from the new stadium will 


OFFENSE 


QB 
RB Steve McNair 
Dave Krieg 


Eddie George 
Rodney Thomas 


DI EP itn 


c 
Mark Stepnoski 


help by allowing the Oilers to become 
bigger players in free agency. The task of 
upgrading the talent pool falls to gener- 
al manager Floyd Reese, who received a 
contract extension through the 2001 sea- 
son last summer. Reese spent 15 years as 
an NFL assistant coach before moving 
into the front office in 1990. He has a 
strong working relationship with Oilers 
coach Jeff Fisher and is regarded as one 
of the NFL’s best talent evaluators. Reese 
has been adept at maximizing the Oilers’ 
return from the draft. In 1996 and 1997 
he traded down in the first round to acquire 
extra picks and still landed George 
and Holmes. He was prepared to trade 
down again in April had Dyson not 
been available. 

Fisher, 39, has a contract that takes 
him through the 2000 season. A former 
NFL cornerback, Fisher is popular with the 
players and is regarded as one of the 
league’s best defensive minds. The Oil- 
ers have gone 7-9, 8-8 and 8-8 in his three 
seasons. His job would appear to be safe 


RG 


Jason Layman 


Erik Norgard 


RT 


Jon Runyan 
Melvin Hayes 


TE 


Jackie Harris 


P — Craig Hentrich 
PK — Al Del Greco 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


KEVIN DYSON WR 


Utah 6-1", 199 4.42 1(16) 
Scout: He's not polished but he will be. He's got a 
great first step, good hands and he's a return guy. 
Scout: He's got great pluck-and-catch hands. 


SAMARI ROLLE CB 
Florida State 5-11 173 4.50 2 

Scout: He can flip his hips and run, he can play 
the ball, but he’s a frail-looking kid. He's going to 
get knocked around by the bigger receivers. 


DAINON SIDNEY CB 


Alabama-Birmingham _6-0'»_- 186 4.47_3(7) 
Scout: He's got tools, he’s just so raw. 


well into the next decade, barring a major 
collapse. And if the dreamers are pre- 
scient, if McNair indeed develops into a 
star, he could be around a lot longer than 
that. 


DEFENSE 


Barron Wortham 
Dennis Stallings 


ss 
Blaine Bishop 
Armon Williams 


SPECIALISTS 


PR — Kevin Dyson 
KR — Derrick Mason 
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1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


Baltimore 


1997 RECORD: 6-9-1 
COACH: Ted Marchibroda 
STADIUM: TBA 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/camo | 20.4 | 16 


Total Yards/Game 330.7 8 


Rushing Yards/Game | 99.3 | 22 | 


Passing Yards/Game 231.4 5 


3rd Down Efficiency 36.1 20 


DEFENSE TANK 


Points/Game 21.6 18 


total vrdscame | 2062 | 25 | 


Rushing Yards/Game 105.6 10 


Passing Yards/Game | 229.6 | 28 | 


Ist Downs/Game 18.1 23 


Lard Down Efficiency | 40.3 | 23 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Frrmover Maran] 4 | 2 | 


Time of Possession 28:30 25 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1043 3.78 5.94. 5.07 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


106888000 B14 G02 
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Ravens 


FORECAST Att Modell, the longtime 

owner of the Cleveland 
2000 Browns, dreamed of a bet- 
ter financial situation for himself and his 
team. So he packed up after the 1995 sea- 
son and left for Baltimore, a city that wel- 
comed him with open arms as Cleveland 
slammed the door behind him. 

Perhaps no owner in the league need- 
ed a new start, one complete with the 
promise of a dazzling new stadium, as 
much as Modell. Owning the Browns had 
turned into a financial nightmare for him, 
plunging him deep into debt. Modell once 
had to take out a personal loan to pay a 
signing bonus to wide receiver Andre Rison. 

Baltimore has given him the stadium 
he desperately needed. As the Ravens move 
into the next century, that stadium will play 
a major role, giving the team the financial 
muscle to compete in free agency and put 
a better product on the field. Located just 
south of Oriole Park at Camden Yards, the 
68,400-seat facility opens this season, It 
will include 108 luxury suites and 7,900 club 
seats. In addition, the team is selling 50,000 
personal seat licenses. 

The Ravens hope the new stadium and 
a competitive team will make the Balti- 
more area a football hotbed, like it was in 
the old days before the Colts up and left for 
Indianapolis. The response has been tepid 
among older fans who still identify with 
Johnny Unitas, but the Ravens have made 
inroads with a younger generation. 

The product on the field will dictate 
whether those fans stay in it for the long 
run. The Ravens have struggled the past 
two seasons, but there is reason for opti- 
mism. The team’s draft record has improved, 
thanks in large part to Ozzie Newsome, 
the team’s vice president of player per- 
sonnel, Newsome, a former Browns tight 
end, is one of the rising stars on the per- 
sonnel front and will be a key factor as the 
Ravens try to return to the top of the AFC 
Central, a position the franchise last occu- 
pied in 1989. 

That probably won’t be the case for 
coach Ted Marchibroda. He is expected to 
be let go after the 1998 season unless the 
Ravens make the playoffs. That looks 
unlikely, and if he is fired, the top candi- 
dates to replace him are rumored to be for- 
mer San Francisco coach George Seifert and 
Packers offensive coordinator Sherm Lewis. 

Whoever takes over will inherit a 
defense that has the potential to be one of 
the NFL’s best. The Ravens already have 
the league’s most talented group of young 


The Ravens should have a ferocious defense 
by 2000. Peter Boulware made 11.5 sacks 
and was named the NFL's defensive rook- 
le of the year in '97. 


linebackers. Last year’s first-round pick, 
Peter Boulware, made an instant impact 
with 11.5 sacks and will only get better. 
Middle man Ray Lewis, a first-round pick 
in "96, already ranks with the best at his posi- 
tion. Jamie Sharper isn’t in the same class 


as Boulware and Lewis, but he’s a good 
athlete. 

The secondary is in transition. This 
year’s first-round pick, University of Miami 
cornerback Duane Starks, and second-year 
safety Kim Herring have star potential. 
The Ravens lost 26-year-old cornerback 
Antonio Langham to free agency and 
replaced him with 33-year-old Rod Wood- 
son, who may have drifted into retirement 
by the turn of the century. The line will 
need some help by then, but end Michael 
McCrary, a hustling, aggressive pass-rush- 
er, should be in his prime by 2000. 

For the Ravens to challenge for cham- 
pionships in the AFC Central, however, they 
will need to upgrade at the offensive skill 
positions in order to maximize what promis- 
es to be an outstanding offensive line. 

Jim Harbaugh, valued more for his 
leadership than his play-making skills, will 
be the quarterback in 1998 but probably 
not two seasons from now. There is hope 
that Eric Zeier will be ready by then, but 
Zeier has the look of a career backup. If he 


OFFENSE 


> Se Se Be 


doesn’t work out, the quarterback could 
be somebody like Central Florida’s Daunte 
Culpepper or Washington's Brock Huard. 

With Bam Morris no longer in their 
plans, the Ravens spent a fourth-round 
draft pick for running back Errict Rhett, 
a former starter with the Buccaneers. He’s 
a tough, productive tackle-to-tackle run- 
ner, but for the long term, they are going 
to need someone better, The Ravens took 
a big hit at wide receiver when Derrick 
Alexander left via free agency. Michael 
Jackson is a deep threat but he will be 31 
by the 2000 season and Harbaugh lacks 
the arm strength to get him the ball down- 
field consistently. Pat Johnson, a second- 
round pick this April, must contribute 
immediately. 

The blocking front is easily the strength 
of the offense. Jonathan Ogden, the fourth 
overall selection in the 1996 draft, is a cor- 
nerstone at left tackle. Center Wally Williams 
and right tackle Orlando Brown are solid 
players. All three will still be in their 20s 
when the 2000 season kicks off. Still, there 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


DUANE STARKS CB 
Miami 5-10 170 4.39 1(10 

Scout: He's a physical kid who'll throw his body 
around. He'll run as well as (Terrell) Buckley and 
this guy has a better personality than Buckley. He's 
competitive and plays hard. 

Scout: He reminds me of Buckley a little bit in his 
lapses, but he has the ability to turn and find the 
deep ball better than Buckley. 


PAT JOHNSON WR 
Oregon 5-10 180 4.42 2(42) 
Scout: He's really explosive. One of those guys that 
can score from anywhere on the field. 


are too many questions at the skill spots 
for the Ravens to be taken seriously right 
now, The new stadium will be nice, but 
until Newsome finds a quarterback and a 
running back, the Super Bow! will remain 
out of reach. 


CHART 


DEFENSE 


SPECIALISTS 


P — Greg Montgomery, Kyle Richardson PR — Jermaine Lewis 


PK — Matt Stover 


KR — Jermaine Lewis 
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1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


Kansas City 


1997 RECORD: 13-3 
COACH: Marty Schottenheimer 
STADIUM: Arrowhead 


5-YEAR SCAN 


94 «795 96 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/came | 23.4 | 5 


Total Yards/Game 316.5 14 


[Rushing Yardsicame | 135.7 | 5 


Passing Yards/Game 180.8 24 


1st Downs/Game 18.7 - 


3rd Down Efficiency 41.3 


Points/Game 


Total Yards/Game 


Rushing Yards/Game 101.3 


Passing Yards/Game | 203.7 | 16 | 


Ist Downs/Game 17.4 7 


3rd Down Efficiency 31.6 2 
LENGSE 
MISCELLANEOUS 


Perr orgs Tit 


Time of Possession 31:16 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1054 4.10 5.51 4.80 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Delensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


$74 3.82 5.81 5.01 
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FORECAST Whatever he does, wherev- 

er he goes, Marty Schotten- 
2000 heimer hears the question: 
Why can’t you win in the playoffs? The 
only time he’s safe is during his backswing 
on a golf course. 

Schottenheimer heard the question 
again in January, when the Chiefs suffered 
a season-ending 17-14 loss to the Bron- 
cos. The defeat dropped Schottenheimer's 
career playoff record to 5-11, including 3- 
7 during his nine seasons in Kansas City. 
“I can’t argue with them night now,” Schot- 
tenheimer said. “I don’t think you can deny 
it. Do I feel cursed? No, I don't. But that’s 
certainly a legitimate question. I'm just 
dejected — very, very dejected.” 

As the decade heads to a close, the 
Chiefs have become the NFL's version of 
the Atlanta Braves. Check that. At least the 
Braves won a World Series. The Chiefs, 
despite an incredible regular-season record 
in recent seasons, haven’t reached the Super 
Bowl, much less won it. 

The Chiefs have had a winning record 
every year of the decade, and their 55-25 
record since 1993 is second-best in the league 
behind the 49ers. Not only that, they're plus- 
106 in turnovers in the decade, by far the 
top figure in the league. Last season, they 
allowed 232 points, 55 fewer than the Bron- 
cos, en route to tying the franchise record 
of 13 victories. They also finished 8-0 at 
Arrowhead Stadium, home of the loudest 
crowds in the league, and won their second 
AFC West championship in three years. 

But still, they couldn't win in the 
playoffs. 

For all the disappointments they’ ve 
shared, Schottenheimer needs to keep his 
players focused on the future. Because, with 
all they have going for them, there’s no rea- 
son to think the Chiefs won’t be dominat- 
ing their division into the next century. 

Once John Elway leaves the division, 
the Chiefs loom as the team to beat. Their 
strengths start at the top, with owner Lamar 
Hunt and general manager Carl Peterson, 
and work their way down to the roster, 
which includes several young players with 
Pro Bowls in their futures. 

Stability? Hunt is the only owner the 
franchise has had. He was there in 1959 
when a bunch of wealthy businessmen 
came up with the crazy notion of forming 
a league to compete against the NFL. Peter- 
son and Schottenheimer, meanwhile, have 
been in the same jobs for nine years, mak- 
ing them the longest-running G.M.-head 
coach tandem in pro sports. 

The triumvirate has done everything 


——Chiefs 


The secondary will be a source of strength 
for the Chiefs in the year 2000. Free safe- 
ty Jerome Woods will be only 27 when the 
season kicks off. 


together but make it to. a Super Bowl. Kansas 
City isn’t one of the league's glamour cities, 
but thanks to a winning tradition and Hunt's 
deep pockets, the Chiefs are adept at sign- 
ing free agents. Not only that, their front 
office has produced several star-studded 
drafts, virtually ensuring the team’s presence 
among the AFC’s elite for years to come. 

Take the 1996 draft, which could prove 
to be the best in franchise history. In one 
swoop, the Chiefs added four players who 
figure to form the core of their defense into 
the next century. The first two rounds pro- 


duced Jerome Woods and Reggie Tongue, 
the best young safety tandem in the league. 
In the fourth round, the Chiefs came away 
with Donnie Edwards, the fastest linebacker 
in the game. 

But then, defense hasn't been the Chiefs’ 
problem, It’s their offense that’s come up 
short in the playoffs. In Schottenheimer’s 
seven playoff losses in Kansas City, his 
teams have scored 81 points — less than 
12 per game. 

In a sense, the Chiefs have been victims 
of their own success. Their defense has 
been so dominating, they’ ve won too many 
games to put themselves in a position to 
draft a quality quarterback. So after sev- 
eral years of using stopgap quarterbacks, 
Schottenheimer jumped at the chance to 
sign Elvis Grbac after the 1996 season. 
Grbac is 28, but he’s started only 19 reg- 
ular-season games. As he develops, the 
Chiefs’ offense should only get better. 

The Chiefs have brought in players 
whose skills match Grbac’s strengths. In 
the past two years, the Chiefs have draft- 


OFFENSE 


DEPTH 


ed tight end Tony Gonzalez and signed 
wide receivers Andre Rison and Derrick 
Alexander. Each has the speed to get open 
downfield, and Grbac has the arm to get 
them the ball. 

If the Chiefs don’t make it to the Super 
Bowl in the next few years, it won’t be 
because they stood pat. Schottenheimer is 
an old-school, win-with-defense coach, but 
he’s shown the willingness to acquire play- 
ers to bolster his offense. Question is, does 
he have the right man running it? 

Offensive coordinator Paul Hackett left 
after last season to become head coach at 
Southern California. Former running-backs 
coach Jimmy Raye, whose resume is filled 
with rather dubious distinctions, replaced 
him. Before joining the Chiefs, Raye was 
the coordinator at New England in 1990 
when the Patriots finished 1-15. He was 
the coordinator at Tampa Bay in 1985 and 
*86 when the Bucs suffered through back- 
to-back 2-14 seasons. 

At 52, Raye isn’t your prototypical 
young disciple of the West Coast offense. 


RCB 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


VICTOR RILEY oT 


Auburn 6-4%) 334 5,54 1(27) 
Scout: He's a natural 325-pound kid with power. 
You don't push him. He's athletic. A very good pass 


pro guy. 

Scout: He can be dominant but he teases you. | 
like him better at guard because | think he has ath- 
letic limitations outside. 


RASHAAN SHEHEE RB 
Washington 5-10 205 4.46 3(88) 


Scout: Fast. Elusive. Good outside runner, | see 
him as a change-up guy and third-down back. He's 
not a physical, durable guy, but he might be the 
best receiver of the bunch (available backs). 


He believes in stretching the defense with 
deep passes, a system Grbac could thrive 
in. If all goes as Schottenheimer hopes, 
Raye will be running the offense at the turn 
of the century, and the Chiefs finally will 
have reached the Super Bowl. 


DEFENSE 


James Hasty 
Mark McMillian 


FALC 
Derrick Thomas 
Pellom McDaniels 


al 


Jeff Criswell 
Victor Riley 
RDE 


LG Dan Williams 
Dave Szott Leslie O'Neal 
Ralph Tamm 


WOLB 
Anthony Davis 
Reggie Clark 


QB MLB 


Elvis Grbac 
Rich Gannon Donnie Edwards 


Cc 
Tim Grunhard 


Glenn Parker 
Nathan Parks 


Ted 
Tony Gonzalez 


WR 
Derrick Alexander 
Kevin Lockett 


SPECIALISTS 
P — Louis Aguiar PR — Tamarick Vanover 
PK — Pete Stoyanovich KR — Tamarick Vanover 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


Denver 


1997 RECORD: 12-4 
COACH: Mike Shanahan 
STADIUM: Mile High 


5-YEAR SCAN 


94 "95 «=: 96 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


Pointsicame | 205 | i 


Total Yards/Game 367.0 1 


Rushing Yards/Game | 148.6 | 4 | 


Passing Yards/Game 218.4 8 


Epo SERS 


3rd Down Efficiency 


Points/Game 17.9 


‘tal tristame 2886 


Rushing Yards/Game 112.7 16 


Passing Yards/Game | 179.3 | 5 | 


Ist Downs/Game 16.1 2 


Lard Down Efficiency | 3.4 | 1 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


“0 | 4 


Time of Possession 32:07 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
_ Plays Average Average erage 


1068 4.57 6.88 B.60. 
DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


81 864738 0 6=—6038 4.8 
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FORECAST !t’s become a fact of life for 
Super Bowl champions. You 
2000 run the board in the postsea- 
son, then stand by helplessly as the rest of 
the league picks off your best free agents. 
It happened in San Francisco, it happened 
in Dallas and it happened in Green Bay. 

But it won't happen in Denver. 

Why? Because Mike Shanahan, in addi- 
tion to being one of the game's great offen- 
sive minds, understands the salary cap better 
than anyone else in the league. While the 
Packers lost several big-name free agents 
during the offseason, the Broncos retained 
20 of their 22 starters. 

Now for the big news: None of the 20 
is going anywhere after the 1998 season, 
either. Shanahan had the foresight to real- 
ize the cap would surpass $50 million, so 
he wrapped up his key players with long- 
term, cap-friendly deals before they had a 
chance to hit the market. “It’s all part of a 
plan,” said Shanahan. “I knew salaries were 
going to get high. | think next year could 
be another crazy year, but then it will sta- 
bilize a little bit.” 

If, as Shanahan projects, salaries level 
off during the 2000 free-agent signing peri- 
od, the Broncos will be in position to sign 
another group of impact free agents. Who 
knows? They might even find John Elway’s 
successor on the free-agent market. 

With the turn of the century growing 
nearer, replacing Elway is one of two major 
issues facing the franchise. The other is 
replacing Mile High Stadium, the AFC’s old- 
est venue. While other owners reap mil- 
lions in stadium revenues, Broncos owner 
Pat Bowlen is saddled with a lease that 
pays him nothing. No parking revenue, no 
concessions, no luxury boxes ... nothing. 

That could change in November, when 
areferendum to replace Mile High is expect- 
ed to be on the ballot in metropolitan Den- 
ver. If the voters agree to build a new stadium 
with taxpayers’ money, the Broncos would 
be in the new facility by the 2001 season. 

Bowlen is one of the league’s best own- 
ers. He spent millions in bonuses to sign 
the free agents who helped transform the 
Broncos from a 7-9 team in 1994 into a 
Super Bowl champion three years later. 
But if he doesn’t get a new stadium, he’s 
on record as saying he'll be forced to sell 
the team. 

If the Broncos get their new stadium, 
all the pieces would be in place for them 
to remain one of the AFC’s elite teams into 
the next century. They have some of the 
most loyal fans in the league — Mile High 


——=Broncos 


After John Elway retires, running back Ter- 
rell Davis will lead the Broncos Into the 
next century. Davis has 38 touchdowns in 
45 games. 


has been sold out since the "70s — and 
their practice facility is among the best in 
the NFL. Then there’s the presence of 
Shanahan, who at 45 hopes to coach the 
team for 15 more years. 

Shanahan is peerless in the free-agent 
recruiting game. In the four signing peri- 
ods since he became the Broncos’ head 
coach, there has been only a handful of 
players that he wanted but wasn’t able to 
sign. Of the 22 players who started Super 


Bowl XXXII, half were signed as free 
agents. 

Now comes Shanahan’s greatest chal- 
lenge: finding Elway’s replacement. Not a 
stopgap who will start for a year or two, 
but a quarterback who'll be around for eight 
or 10 years. Having seen so many quar- 
terbacks come and go around the AFC West 
during Elway’s 15 seasons, Shanahan and 
Bowlen know it’s not going to be easy. 

“I'd love to think, when John retires, 
we're going to have another $6-million 
quarterback, but it’s unrealistic,” said Bowlen. 
“If you’re an organization and you have a 
quarterback of that caliber, you’ ve got him 
under contract. You don’t let that kind of 
player get away.” 

Shanahan is hoping Jeff Lewis, the 
team’s No. 4 draft pick in 1996, can emerge 
as a long-term solution at the position. But 
Lewis’ stock dropped during the offseason 
when he underwent reconstructive surgery 
after injuring his knee in a pickup basket- 
ball game. The only other quarterbacks on 
the roster are 36-year-old Bubby Brister, 


OFFENSE 


DEPTH 


career backup Doug Nussmeier and third- 
round draft pick Brian Griese. 

It’s not like the Broncos aren’t facing 
a dilemma that every other team in the AFC 
West hasn’t encountered. Question is, can 
they avoid the same Catch-22 that has 
plagued the rest of the division, most notably 
their arch-rivals, the Kansas City Chiefs. 

Before signing Elvis Grbac, the Chiefs 
used a series of stopgap quarterbacks. Steve 
DeBerg, Joe Montana, Steve Bono, Dave 
Krieg ... the list goes on and on. Why so 
many changes at the game’s most impor- 
tant position? Because the Chiefs’ core of 
talent at the other positions was strong 
enough for them to win despite the insta- 
bility at quarterback. That in turn left them 
out of position to select a quarterback early 
in the draft. 

The Broncos are facing similar cir- 
cumstances. With rising stars such as Ter- 
rell Davis, John Mobley and Tom Nalen 
on the roster, they figure to win even after 
Elway is gone. They might not be going 
back to the Super Bow! for a while, but 


WR 


Rod Smith 
Willie Green 


LT 


Gary Zimmerman 


Harry Swayne 


LG 


Mark Schlereth 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


MARCUS NASH WR 
Tennessee 6-3 192 449 1 
Scout: He reminds me a little of Rob Moore. He's 
a smooth guy, faster than he looks. He's got those 
long arms and big hands. The main problem is, he 
drops too many catchable balls. 


ERIC BROWN s 
M State 6-0 205 4.51 2(61 
Scout: He's a savage hitter. 

Scout: He's a hitter, but | don't know how well he 
covers. The day of the semi-linebacker strong safe- 
ty might be passed. 


BRIAN GRIESE QB 
Michigan 6-2 212 5.10 3/91 

Scout: You talk about an apple not falling far from 
the tree. It's unbelievable how similar he and his 
dad are. His dad couldn't move around, either, and 
| think their arms are similar. The Bart Starr syn- 
drome ... pocket guys with average arms but great 
intangibles. 


they won’t be getting the first pick in the 
draft any time soon, either. 


DEFENSE 


Craig Novitsky 


QB 
John Elway 
Jeff Lewis 


c 
Tom Nalen 
Courtney Hall RG 


David Diaz-infante 
Dan Neil 


Bifl Romanowski 
Keith Burns 


TE 
Dwayne Carswell 


WR 
Ed McCaffrey 
Marcus Nash 


SPECIALISTS 
P — Tom Rouen PR — Darrien Gordon 
PK — Jason Elam KR — Vaughn Hebron 


121 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 8-8 
COACH: Dennis Erickson 
STADIUM: Kingdome 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Pointsicame | 228 | 8 


Total Yards/Game 359.9 3 


[Rushing Yards/came | 112.5 | 13 


Passing Yards/Eame 247.4 1 


Fist DownsiGame | 20.7 | 2 


3rd Down Efficiency 40.6 8 


Points/Game 22.6 22 


otal vrdscane | ama.) | 8 


Rushing Yards/Game 108.2 12 


Passing Yards/Game | 194.8 | 14 | 


Ist Downs/Game 17.9 13 


3rd Down Efficiency | 33.3 | 6 | 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Fursover Maran] 3 | 18 


Time of Possession 30:47 10 
OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Olfensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1050 4.44 6.14 5.48 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


959 3.80 6.19 5.08 
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FORECAST Paul Allen bought the Sea- 
2000 hawks a year ago, but he 
didn’t have to stop there. He 
could have bought the whole league. 
Allen is that wealthy. His presence has 
been felt around the AFC West more than 
that of any player who puts on a Seahawks 
uniform, No? Then how do you explain 
the mass free-agent signings in Denver, 
San Diego and Kansas City? 

Broncos coach Mike Shanahan says 
it’s about competing, but fear might be a 
better word. And, in the long run, no team 
concerns him more than Seattle. It’s the 
Allen Factor. 

“Seattle is doing everything it can to 
win,” said Shanahan, “They've got an owner 
with money and they’ re willing to spend it 
on free agents. That’s why a lot of people 
think this is the best division in football. 
You look around the AFC West and there’s 
not one owner who isn’t committed to win- 
ning. They’ ve all proven they’re willing to 
pay fora winner, and the guy in Seattle has 
more money than any of them.” 

As long as Allen is around, the Sea- 
hawks figure to be competitive, if not dom- 
inating. Sure, the game is about blocking and 
tackling, but there’s no denying that money 
has become a major factor in a franchise’s 
ability to put a quality team on the field. 

Allen’s willingness to shell out big 
bucks is the reason the Seahawks have 
fared better in free agency than any other 
artificial-turf team in the league. In the past 
two years, the Seahawks have signed sev- 
eral star-caliber players, most of whom fig- 
ure to still be productive by the year 2000. 

The list includes Chad Brown, one of 
the most feared outside linebackers in the 
league, and Willie Williams, one of the bet- 
ter cover men in the business. Then there's 
Darrin Smith, who ona slow day is one of 
the five fastest linebackers in the league, and 
Ricky Watters, one of the game’s premier 
running backs. Oh, and we almost forgot 
Pro-Bow] free safety Darryl Williams, who 
at 28 is in the prime of his career. 

Add in recent draft choices such as 
Shawn Springs, Walter Jones and Joey Gal- 
loway, plus defensive linemen Cortez 
Kennedy and Sam Adams, and the Sea- 
hawks could be a powerhouse in the mak- 
ing. The question mark for the next century 
is at quarterback, where 41-year-old War- 
ren Moon is the starter. Newcomer Jon 
Kitna, a World League transfer, has shown 
promise but is unproven, so the Seahawks 
might have to go the free-agent route again. 

As well as the Seahawks have done on 


l. 


The free-spending Seahawks suddenly 
have an embarrassment of riches. Second- 
year cornerback Shawn Springs looks like 
a future All-Pro. 


the free-agent market, things will only get 
better in the next century. Their new stadi- 
um, scheduled to open in 2002, doesn’t yet 
have a name, but the Anti-Kingdome is as 
good as any. It will be open-air and, in all like- 
lihood, will have a grass field, which would 
be a major selling point to future free agents. 

Allen has agreed to pay $100 million 
toward the construction of the stadium, 
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—— with local taxes picking up the other $325 


million. Their new digs will enable the Sea- 
hawks to depart the ranks of have-nots in 
the ever-important stadium-revenue game. 

At the moment, the team receives very 
little in stadium revenue, which isn’t divvied 
up with other teams as part of the league’s 
revenue-sharing agreement. The new sta- 
dium, with its luxury suites and club seats, 
will generate millions in extra income. If they 
spend wisely, the Seahawks are in position 
to be among the league’s elite teams early 
in the next century, if not sooner. 

The new stadium will serve another 
purpose, too. It will create some excite- 
ment among the fans, who’ ve made a habit 
of avoiding the Kingdome in recent years. 
The Seahawks had three sellouts last sea- 
son. In 1996, they attracted 36,320 for a 
game against the Oilers. The year before, 
they had a sub-40,000 crowd for a game 
against Cincinnati. 

Now that Allen is in control of the busi- 
ness side, the question becomes who'll lead 
the football team into the next century? 


OFFENSE 


124 


DEPTH 


There are precious few in the league who 
believe that Dennis Erickson will be the 
team’s coach by the turn of the century. 

Erickson’s job status has been the sub- 
ject of considerable debate in the North- 
west since the end of the 1996 season. And 
things heated up early last season when the 
Seahawks lost their first two games, both 
at home. Erickson survived the season, 
thanks to a streak in which the team won 
five of six games, but his future is any- 
thing but secure. 

Before any decision is made on Erick- 
son, Allen has to hire a new general man- 
ager. The Seahawks wanted to hire Ron 
Wolf away from the Packers, but he report- 
edly tured down an offer for an interview. 
Now the question is whether Allen will 
make a run at Packers coach Mike Holm- 
gren, who wants to be a coach and gener- 
al manager. 

Holmgren, who will be available after 
this season, would be a perfect fit in Seat- 
tle. His roots are on the West Coast, and 
he would bring instant credibility to a fran- 


P — Jett Feagles 
PK — Todd Peterson 


CH A RT 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


ANTHONY SIMMONS LB 
Clemson 6-0 230 4,60 1(15 


Scout: He runs around and makes plays. He cov- 
ers, blitzes, does it all. 

Scout: He's a bit of a lightweight, but he’s extreme- 
ly quick and probably the smartest of the line- 
backers. Weakside Is probably his best spot, but he's 
capable of playing inside. 


TODD WEINER OT 
Kansas State 6-4%) 296 5,05 2(4 


Scout: He’s not a real tough kid. He's a technician 
with athleticism. 


AHMAN GREEN RB 


Nebraska 6-0 213 4.44 3(76) 
Scout: He catches the ball out of the backfield, 
he's terrific on blitz pickup and he blocks on the run 
for the fullback. He's what a lot of people are play- 
ing with now: a big speed back. 


chise that’s long since become accustomed 
to watching the playoffs, not participating 
in them. 
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PR — Ronnie Harris 
KR — Steve Broussard 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


1997 RECORD: 4-12 
COACH: Jon Gruden 
STADIUM: Oakland Coliseum 


5-YEAR SCAN 
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1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/came || 20.8 | 7 


Total Yards/Game 318.9 13 


Rushing Yards/Game | 99.3 | 23 | 


Passing Yards/Game 219.6 8 


Ee 


3rd Down Efficiency 9 


Points/Game 26.2 ry 


otal Yardscame | 9028 | 0 


Rushing Yards/Game 140.4 30 


Passing Yards/Game | 241.8 | 30 | 


Ist Downs/Game 21.6 29 


8rd Down Efficiency Le a 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Turnover Margin =| -2 | 18 | 


Time of Possession 26:24 30 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


847 441 6.88 5.38 
DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1108 4.28 BBS G2 


FORECAST It took 10 years, but the coach 
2000 Al Davis hired to turn around 

the Raiders finally won a 
Super Bowl. 

Trouble was, Mike Shanahan was coach- 
ing the Broncos. 

Oakland has become a dead end for NFL 
coaches. After two decades of stability on 
the sidelines, Davis has employed six coach- 
es since the start of the 1987 season. It all start- 
ed when Tom Flores resigned after the °87 
season. Shanahan lasted less than two sea- 
sons, followed by Art Shell, Mike White, 
Joe Bugel and now Jon Gruden. 

The Raiders like to call themselves the 
Team of the Decades. The Team in Decay 
is more like it. In retrospect, Davis never 
should have fired Shell. He was inexperi- 
enced, but he had some savvy, he was 
respected in the locker room, and he knew 
how to motivate the players. 

Shell’s record was 56-41, with three 
playoff appearances in six seasons. Since 
then, the Raiders have missed the playoffs 
every year and compiled a wretched 19-29 
record, culminating with last year’s 4-12 
mark, the franchise’s worst since 1962. 

Now it’s Gruden’s turn on the hot seat. 
He may be young — at 35, he’s the youngest 
head coach in the league — but he’s hard- 
ly naive. He’s well aware of Davis’ reputation 
for dumping coaches as if they were 15- 
cent disposable razors. 

Ask Gruden how long his contract is, 
and he says he doesn’t know. Ask him about 
the Raiders’ prospects for the year 2000, 
and he’Il tell you he’s trying to survive the 
here and now, not the there and then. To 
him, 2000 might as well be 3000. “I try not 
to look that far down the road,” said Gruden. 
“T might be selling boxes in Goshen, Ind., in 
the year 2000. The only thing I’m focusing 
on right now is winning. We've got to re- 
establish our winning ways around here.” 

It won't be easy. The Raiders not only 
haven’t been winning, they’re getting old 
at key positions. Quarterback Jeff George will 
be 32 by the 2000 season. Their most reli- 
able offensive lineman, left guard Steve Wis- 
niewski, will be 33. Pro Bowl wide receiver 
Tim Brown will be 34. At the end of last 
season, almost one-third of the team’s ros- 
ter was comprised of players in their 30s. 

That will happen when you draft poor- 
ly and fail to sign the right free agents. The 
Raiders pulled off a coup in April when 
they maneuvered their way to three of the 
top 31 picks. Due to the untimely death of 
their third selection, defensive tackle Leon 
Bender, the Raiders are left with two of 
those top draftees and a far less promising 


—— Raiders 


The Raiders have a strong core of young 
talent at the offensive skill positions. Tight 
end Rickey Dudley averaged 16.4 yards per 
reception in 97. 


defensive line. 

Exhibit A of the Raiders’ draft fiascoes: 
Todd Marinovich was their first-rounder in 
1991, If all had gone as planned, he would 
be the starting quarterback in 2000. Instead, 
he’s been out of the game for five years. 
He watched the Super Bowl from a jail 
block in Southern California, the result of 
a conviction for growing marijuana. 

The hiring of Gruden and the acquisi- 
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tion of a couple of potential impact play- 
ers — Heisman winner Charles Woodson 
and offensive tackle Mo Collins — give 
the Raiders a sunnier outlook for the turn 
of the century. But they need more than just 
those two. 

With the Raiders, the biggest question 
is, does Davis, 68, have a firm grip on what 
it takes to win in the NFL as it approaches 
the millennium? There’s no denying his 
past greatness, but the fact is, he’s been a 
detriment to the organization for several 
years running. 

The Raiders have been one of the big 
losers in free agency since the system was 
established in 1993. They'll go into this 
season with only one unrestricted free- 
agent signee — nose tackle Russell Mary- 
land — assured of a starting spot. It was 
Davis who insisted on signing Super Bowl 
MVPs Larry Brown and Desmond Howard, 
both of whom have bombed. And it was 
Davis who shelled out big bucks for Mary- 
land, a former No, 1 pick who's an average 
player at best. 
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DrECP oto 


It’s not just that Davis is targeting the 
wrong players. The Raiders don’t have a 
winning tradition anymore to attract qual- 
ity free agents. And Oakland hasn’t embraced 
them since their return from Los Angeles. 
Last season, they played in front of five 
crowds of less than 50,000, Maybe that’s 
because their average ticket price of $81 is 
the highest in the league. 

The biggest factor, though, is Davis 
himself. Players are leery of all the reports 
of his meddling ways and how he’s treat- 
ed some former players and employees. 
And, whether it’s true or not, the common 
perception is that Davis’ coach is nothing 
more than a puppet for the owner. 

Gruden has heard all the horror sto- 
ries, but they didn’t dissuade him from 
pursuing the job. “I've tried to get it for 
three years, so obviously I wanted this 
job,” he said. “I've heard all the stories, 
but so far it’s been outstanding. And | 
expect it to continue, Al is going to help 
me. He’s committed his whole life to this 
franchise, and he wants to win. That’s what 


LCB 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


CHARLES WOODSON CB 
Mi 6-1 195 445 1(4 


Scout: He's not as fast as Rod Woodson, but he's 
got a swagger about him that the great ones do 
about taking calculated risks. He'll be a great pro. 
Scout: We had him at 4.39, 4.40. It was the way it 
was supposed to be. He didn’t disappoint in anything. 


MO COLLINS oT 


Florida 6-4") 337__ 5.44 1(23) 
Scout: He's got good feet for a real big guy, but he 
gets lazy in his pass techniques. What you worry 
about is that he'll swell up to 400 pounds. 


JON RITCHIE FB 


Stanford 6-1% 248 4.73 _3(63) 
Scout: He had a great workout and he caught the 
ball well. He has the ability to be a good blocker, 
but he’s not consistently good. 


it’s all about. We want to make this a pas- 
sionate place to come and play football, 
just like it was in the past.” 


DEFENSE 


Mike Morton 
Rob Holmberg 


FS 
Eric Turner 
Dan Land 


MLB 
Greg Biekert 
Shay Muirbrook 


ss 
James Trapp 
Anthony Newman 


LOLB 
James Folston 
John Henry Mills 


Terry McDaniel 
Perry Carter 


P — Leo Araguz 
PK — Cole Ford, Phil Dawson 


SPECIALISTS 
PR — Charles Woodson 
KR — Desmond Howard 


1998 PROJECTED FINISH 


0 
1997 RECORD: 4-12 
COACH: Kevin Gilbride 
STADIUM: Qualcomm 


5-YEAR SCAN 


1997 TEAM STATISTICS 


LEAGUE 
OFFENSE RANK 


[Points/came | 16.6 | 26 


Total Yards/Game 281.6 28 


Rushing Yards/Game ee ee 


Passing Yards/Game 193.1 ra | 


[ist Downs/Game | 16.7 | 28 


3rd Down Efficiency 32.9 25 


Points/Game 26.6 30 


Total Yards/Game 322.9 ety | 


Rushing Yards/Game 106.1 11 


Passing Yards/Game | 216.8 | 23 | 


1st Downs/Game 19.3 24 


Srd Down Efficiency | 38.5 | 19 | 


LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS RANK 


Frumoveraran [3 | 25 


Time of Possession 28:22 21 


OFFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Offensive Rushing Passing Offensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1025 3.48 5.01 4.40 


DEFENSIVE EFFICIENCY 


Defensive Rushing Passing Defensive 
Plays Average Average Average 


1048 3.75 5.83 4.93 


FORECAST San Diego general manager 
2000 Bobby Beathard hates the 

word rebuilding. He despis- 
es it, detests it. The mere mention of the 
word brings a scowl to his face. He might 
use an occasional retooling or reloading, 
but never rebuilding. 

Trust us, Bobby, you’re rebuilding. 

The Chargers find themselves in the 
same spot the Broncos were in 15 years 
ago. Denver was an aging team coming 
off a 2-7 record in the strike-shortened 
1982 season. Something drastic had to be 
done, and the Broncos pulled it off by trad- 
ing for the rights to John Elway. 

The Chargers were an aging team that 
finished 4-12 last season. They, too, had 
to make a bold move. Beathard provided 
it before the draft, trading a package of 
draft picks and players to the Arizona Car- 
dinals for the right to draft Washington 
State quarterback Ryan Leaf. 

Leaf, the second pick in the draft behind 
Peyton Manning, appears to be a sure-fire 
superstar of the future. And, for the Charg- 
ers’ sake, he had better be. If he turns into 
the next Rick Mirer instead of the next 
Elway, the franchise might as well fall into 
the Pacific Ocean. 

Chargers coach Kevin Gilbride made 
a good move when he hired June Jones as 
his quarterbacks coach. Jones always has 
been able to relate to young players at the 
position. His presence will help ease Leaf’s 
transition from big man on campus to strug- 
gling rookie on an offense that finished 
last in the league with 17 touchdowns. 

How bad were the Chargers in 1997? 
They had one lead in their last five games. 
It came in the season finale at Denver, when 
they kicked an early field goal to go ahead 
3-0. Final score: 38-3, Broncos. 

Beathard, whose seven Super Bowl 
trips are the most of any NFL general man- 
ager, made several offseason moves designed 
to take the pressure off Leaf. He signed 
guard Aaron Taylor and tackle John Jack- 
son to beef up the offensive line, and re- 
acquired Natrone Means to provide a threat 
in the backfield. Then, after drafting Leaf, 
he swung a deal with Tampa Bay that land- 
ed him the 59th pick, which he used on 
Stephen F. Austin wideout Mikhael Ricks. 

Ricks is a good prospect, but he cost 
the Chargers their No. | draft choice in the 
year 2000. Since Beathard already had 
traded away the team’s top pick next year 
to get Leaf, the Chargers won’t have anoth- 
er first-rounder until 2001. 

Beathard has a long history of trading 


Chargers 


In order to be competitive in the AFC West, 
the Chargers will need an infusion of young 
talent to complement strong safety Rodney 
Harrison. 


away future No. Is. The Ricks trade marked 
the fifth time since Beathard’s arrival in 
1990 that he has dealt a future first-rounder 
for a No. 2 pick. For his efforts, Beathard 
acquired four players still on the roster 
Terrell Fletcher, Bryan Still, Means and 
Ricks. Fletcher is a third-down back and 
Still has been a major disappointment. 
Means, meanwhile, was waived two years 
ago, only to re-sign as an unrestricted free 


agent. If he pans out, it would mark one of 
the few times since the inception of free 
agency that Beathard has acquired an impact 
player. 

Leaf will have precious little young 
talent surrounding him as this team heads 
into the next century. The Chargers’ best 
young players are strong safety Rodney 
Harrison and tight end Freddie Jones. 
There’s talent beyond those two, but it’s 
mostly among players with yellowing birth 
certificates or injury question marks. 

Junior Seau, the Dick Butkus of his 
generation, could be a shadow of his for- 
mer self by 2000. Seau is 29, with a long 
history of knee problems. Then there’s 
Tony Martin, one of Beathard’s best acqui- 
sitions. He’s been one of the most pro- 
ductive receivers in the league, but he'll 
turn 33 early this season. 

The upgrades the Chargers have made 
on their offense have overshadowed some 
huge problems on their defense. Fact: Their 
top three defensive ends combined for 7.5 
sacks in 1997. That’s largely because 
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William Fuller, a big-money free-agent 
signee, has been a bust. 

Having traded away his No. | picks in 
1999 and 2000, and having forfeited pre- 
cious cap room to sign free agents, Beat- 
hard will be hard pressed to assemble a 
competitive defense by the turn of the cen- 
tury. On the plus side, if Leaf becomes the 
player the Chargers believe he can be, San 
Diego could become the No. | destination 
point in the league for free agents. 

Leaf will have a quality support team 
behind him. Beathard is willing to over- 
see the rebuilding — oops, retooling — 
process, and team owner Alex Spanos is 
committed to winning. Qualcomm Stadi- 
um, meanwhile, has been transformed into 
a football stadium from a ballpark, having 
been expanded to 71,000 seats from 62,000. 

The rest is up to Leaf. Unless every 
scout in the league is wrong, he’ll be a star 
in a few years. For now, though, he talks 
like a wide-eyed rookie. 

“Throwing at people like Deion Sanders, 
it’s unbelievable that I'll be doing that,” 
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WR 


Tony Martin 


Mikhael Ricks 


LT 


John Jackson 
Raleigh Roundtree 


Aaron Taylor 
Joe Cocozzo 


QB 
Ryan Leaf 
Craig Whelihan 


FB 
Robert Chancey 
Rodney Filer 


c 
Raleigh McKenzie 
Roman Fortin 


RB 
Natrone Means 
Terrell Fletcher 
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LG 


RDT 


CHART 


TOP DRAFT PICKS 


RYAN LEAF - QB 
Washin State 6-5: 244 485 1 
Scout: | think his arm is probably the strongest 
I've seen since Troy Aikman. And he can do it with 
a defensive tackle hanging on the other shoulder. 
Scout: | think Leaf is the better talent and Manning 
is the better quarterback. 


MIKHAEL RICKS WR 


Stephen F. Austin 6-5 235 —«4.57_2(59) 
Scout: He'd be a poor man’s Shannon Sharpe. 
Scout: The classic tweener. He can't get off the 
bump well enough to be a pure wide receiver and 
he’s not quite big enough or tough enough to be a 
true tight end. Maybe not quite as nifty a route- 
runner as Jay Novacek, but he can be taught. 


said Leaf. “Going up against Jeff George, 
Warren Moon, John Elway — those guys 
are my heroes. It’s going to be something 
that’s a little strange at first. How do you 
look across the field at John Elway and 
think you’re better than he is?” 


DEFENSE 


Marco Coleman 
Raylee Johnson 


\ ee 
Mike Dumas 
Gerome Williams 


Reuben Davis 


Shawn Lee 


LDT 


ILS 
Junior Seau 
Toran James 


John Parrella 
Norman Hand 


LDE 


William Fuller: 


Van Tuinel 


P —Darren Bennett 
PK — John Carney 


SPECIALISTS 
PR — Latario Rachal 
KR— Kenny Bynum 
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OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS 


Brett Favre 
Troy Aikman 
John Elway 
Steve Young 
Mark Brunell 
Drew Bledsoe 
Brad Johnson 
Jeff George 
Dan Marino 
Warren Moon 
Chris Chandler 
Trent Dilfer 
Elvis Grbac 
Scott Mitchell 
Jim Harbaugh 
Vinny Testaverde 
Gus Frerotte 
Bobby Hoying 
Kordell Stewart 
Jake Plummer 


FULLBACKS 


Mike Alstott 
Kevin Turner 
Charles Way 
William Floyd 
Daryl Johnston 
Zack Crockett 
Larry Centers 
Lorenzo Neai 
Ray Zellars 
William Henderson 
Howard Griffith 


RUNNING BACKS 


Barry Sanders 
Terrell Davis 
Curtis Martin 
Dorsey Levens 
Jerome Bettis 
Eddie George 
Napoleon Kaufman 
Robert Smith 
Ricky Watters 
Emmitt Smith 
Corey Dillon 
Garrison Hearst 
Warrick Dunn 


Marshall Faulk 
Raymont Harris 
Terry Allen 
Adrian Murrell 
Jamai Anderson 
Natrone Means 
Antowain Smith 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


Jerry Rice 
Herman Moore 
Tim Brown 
Cris Carter 
Michael Irvin 
Rob Moore 
Yancey Thigpen 


Isaac Bruce 


Antonio Freeman 
Jimmy Smith 
Irving Fryar 

Cari Pickens 

Joey Galloway 
Tony Martin 
Andre Rison 

Jake Reed 
Keenan McCardell 
Curtis Conway 
Marvin Harrison 
Terry Gienn 

Bert Emanuel 
Michael Jackson 
Rod Smith 

Terrell Owens 
Robert Brooks 
0.J. McDuffie 
Keyshawn Johnson 
Frank Sanders 


TIGHT ENDS 


Ben Coates 
Shannon Sharpe 
Wesley Walls 
Troy Drayton 
Mark Chmura 
Eric Green 
Rickey Dudley 
Mark Bruener 
Ken Dilger 
Ernie Conwell 
Frank Wycheck 
Freddie Jones 


Jamie Asher 
Tony Gonzalez 
0.J. Santiago 


TACKLES 


Tony Boselli 
Larry Allen 
Jonathan Ogden 
Todd Steussie 
Bob Whitfield 
Leon Searcy 
Richmond Webb 
William Roaf 
Gary Zimmerman 
Paul Gruber 

Erik Williams 
Brad Hopkins 
Korey Stringer 
John Jackson 
Bruce Armstrong 
James Williams 
Wayne Gandy 
Orlando Pace 
Walter Jones 
Willie Anderson 


GUARDS 


Randall McDaniel 
Dave Szott 

Steve Wisniewski 
Ruben Brown 
Bruce Matthews 
Jeff Hartings 

Will Shields 

Pete Kendall 
Mark Schlereth 
Kevin Donnalley 
Will Wolford 
Kevin Gogan 

Ray Brown 

Ben Coleman 
Jeff Blackshear 
Ron Stone 


Dermontti Dawson 
Tom Nalen 

Mark Stepnoski 
Jeff Christy 


A Player has the potential to rise a level or more in future seasons. ¥ Player has dropped a level or more In recent seasons, 
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Tim Ruddy 
Kevin Mawae 
Wally Williams 
Tim Grunhard 
| Tony Matberry 
Dave Wohlabaugh 
Kevin Glover 
Steve Everitt 
Frank Garcia 
Brian Williams 
Frank Winter 


DEFENSE 


TACKLES 


John Randle 
Bryant Young 
Warren Sapp 
Leon Lett 
Chester McGlockton 
Dana Stubblefield 


Cortez Kennedy 
Wayne Martin 
Santana Dotson 
Eric Swann 

Ted Washington 
Gilbert Brown 
Joel Steed 
Keith Hamilton 
Henry Thomas 
Keith Traylor 
Luther Elliss 
Tim Bowens 
Dan Wilkinson 
D'Marco Farr 


ENDS 


Bruce Smith 
Robert Porcher 
Sean Gilbert 
Michael Sinclair 
Reggie White 
Willie McGinest 
Michael Strahan 
Chidi Ahanotu 
Joe Johnson 
Kevin Carter 
Phil Hansen 
Tony Tolbert 
Darrell Russell 
Roy Barker | 


@ Player has an injury problem that could affect his rating. 


Alfred Williams 
Chuck Smith 
Simeon Rice 
John Copeland 
Fernando Smith 
Michael McCrary 


INSIDE LINEBACKERS 


Junior Seau 
Levon Kirkiand 
Ted Johnson 
Hardy Nickerson 
Micheal Barrow 
Ray Lewis 
Winfred Tubbs 
Ed McDaniel 
Jessie Tuggle 
Ken Norton 
Marvin Jones 
Eric Hill 

Zach Thomas 
Donnie Edwards 
Barron Wortham 


William Thomas 
John Mobiey 
Ken Harvey 
Chad Brown 
Wayne Simmons 
Quentin Coryatt 
Derrick Thomas 
Jessie Armstead 
Lamar Lathon 
Mo Lewis 
Derrick Brooks 
Bryce Paup 
Cornelius Bennett 
Peter Boulware 
Dexter Coakley 
Roman Phifer 
Bill Romanowski 
Brian Williams 
Chris Slade 
Mark Fields 
Kevin Hardy 


Deion Sanders 
Aeneas Williams 
Dale Carter 


NG — NO GRADE 


Ray Buchanan 
Troy Vincent 
Jason Sehorn 
Phillippi Sparks 
Doug Evans 
Darrell Green 
Ty Law 

Bobby Taylor 
Cris Dishman 
Donnie Abraham 
Aaron Glenn 
Ashley Ambrose 
Eric Davis 

Jeff Burris 

Tom Carier 
Todd Lyght 
Ryan McNeil 
Rod Woodson 
James Hasty 
Terrell Buckley 
Shawn Springs 
Bryant Westbrook 


LeRoy Butler 
Darren Woodson 
John Lynch 
Carnell Lake 
Rodney Harrison 
Lawyer Milloy 
Robert Griffith 
Tim NecDonald 
Henry Jones 
Marty Carter 
Toby Wright 
Blaine Bishop 


FREE SAFETIES 


Darry! Williams 
Merton Hanks 
Keith Lyle 

Steve Atwater 
Stanley Richard 
Marcus Robertson 
Eric Turner 
Willie Clay 

Mark Carrier 
Jason Belser 
Jerome Woods 
Orlando Thomas 
Mike Minter 


SPECIAL TEAMS SPECIAL TEAMS 
COACHING/MGT. COACHING/MGT. 
[DRAFT 


SPECIAL TEAMS SPECIAL TEAM 
COACHING/MGT. COACHING/MGT, 
[DRAFT 


DRAFT 


RUN OFFENSE 
PASS OFFENSE 
RUN DEFENSE RUN DEFENSE 
PASS DEFENSE 
[DRAFT | 


: 


RUN OFFENSE 
PASS OFFENSE 
RUN DEFENSE 
PASS DEFENSE 


PASS OFFENSE 
RUN DEFENSE 
PASS DEFENSE 


+ 


COACHING/MGT. 
[DRAFT 
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PASS OFFENSE 


RUN DEFENS 
PASS DEFENSE 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


SE 


RUN DEFEN 


BALTIMORE 
CINCINNATI 


PASS OFFENSE 
COACHING/MGT. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


INDIANAPOLIS 


COACHING/MGT. 


Love WF .L 


BALTIMORE RAVENS 


S 6 PITTSBURGH Ipm 
$13 atN.Y, Jets Ipm 
$20 at Jacksonville 
$27 CINCINNATI 
0 4 BYE 

011 TENNESSEE ipm 
016 at Pittsburgh ipm 
12pm 
No 1 JACKSONVILLE 1pm 
N 8 OAKLAND Ipm 
N15. at San Diego 1pm 
N22 at Cincinnati 
N29 INDIANAPOLIS Ipm 
D 6 at Tennessee 


025 at Green Bay 


MINNESOTA 
D20 at Chicago 


Terrell Davis, Denver 


4:15pm 
8:15pm 


4:15pm 


3:15pm 
4:15pm 

12pm 
DETROIT Ipm 


Super Bowl XXXIIl — Jan. 31 at Pro Player Stadium, Miami, Florida 


BUFFALO BILLS 

at San Diego 1:15pm 
at Miami 1pm 
ST. LOUIS 1pm 
BYE 

SAN FRANCISCO Ipm 
at Indianapolis 12pm 
JACKSONVILLE 1pm 
at Carolina 8:15pm 
MIAMI Ipm 
at LY. Jets 4:15pm 
NEW ENGLAND pm 
INDIANAPOUS 1pm 
at New England 4pm 
at Cincinnati Ipm 
OAKLAND tpm 
WY. JETS 12:30pm (Sat) 
at New Orleans 12pm 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


$6 
$13 
$20 
$27 
04 


TENNESSEE 1pm 
at Detroit 1pm 
GREEN BAY 1pm 
at Baltimore &:15pm 
BYE 

PITTSBURGH pm 
at Tennessee 12pm 
at Oakland 1;15pm 
DENVER ipm 
at Jacksonville ipm 
at Minnesota 12pm 
BALTIMORE 4:159m 
JACKSONVILLE 1pm 
BUFFALO 1pm 
at indianapolis 1pm 
at Pittsburgh Ipm 
TAMPA BAY tpm 


DENVER BRONCOS 


S 7 NEW ENGLAND6:15pm (Mon.) 


$13 DALLAS 
$20 at Oakland 


2:15pm 
1:15pm 


$27 atWashington tpm 


O 4 PHILADELPHIA 


on 


2:159m 


at Seattle 1:15pm 


018 BYE 


025 JACKSONVILLE 


Nt 


N 8 SAN DIEGO 


2:15pm 
at Cincinnati 1pm 
215m 


N16 at Kansas City 7:15pm (Mon) 


N22 OAKLAND 
N29 atSan Diego 
D 6 KANSAS CITy 


2.45pm 
5:15pm 
2:15pm 


013 ath.y. Giants 1pm 


021 


D27 SEATTLE 


at Miami 8:15pm (Mon.) 


2:15pm 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


5 6 
$13 
$20 
$27 
04 
on 
018 
026 
N14 
N& 


N22 
N29 
DG 


020 


026 at Oakland 


S 6. atSan Francisco 


$13 


OAKLAND 7:15pm 
at Jacksonville Ipm 
SAN DIEGO 12pm 
at Phitadeiphia 1pm 
SEATTLE 7:15pm 
at New England ipm 
BYE 

PITTSBURGH 7:15pm (Mon,) 
NY. JETS 3pm 
at Seattle 1:15pm 
DENVER 7:15pm {Mon.) 
at San Diego 1;159m 
ARIZONA 12pm 
at Denver 2:15pm 
DALLAS 3:15pm 
at N.Y. Giants Ipm 
1pm (Sat) 


NEW YORK JETS 
1:15pm 
BALTIMORE Ipm 


$20 INDIANAPOLIS 1pm 


$27 
04 
on 
019 
02 
Nt 
N86 
N15 
N22 
N29 
06 
013 
019 
027 


BYE 

MIAMI 1pm 
at St. Louis 3:15pm 
atNew England &15pm (ion) 
ATLANTA Ipm 
at Kansas City 3pm 
BUFFALO 4:15pm 
at Indianapolis 1pm 
at Tennessee 3:15pm 
CAROLINA 1pm 
SEATTLE 1pm 
at Miami &15pm 
at Buffalo 12:30 (Sat) 
NEW ENGLAND 1pm 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


$6 
$13 
$20 
$27 
04 
on 
018 
02 
N1 
N 8 
N15 
N22 
N29 
06 
013 
020 
027 


BUFFALO 

at Tennessee 
at Kansas Oty 
N.Y. GIANTS 
at Indianapolis 
at Oakland 
PHILADELPHIA 


1:15pm 
12pm 
12pm 
1:15pm 
12pm 
1:15pm 
1:15pm 
1:159m 


2:15pm 
Ipm 
1:15pm 
5:159m 
tpm 
ipm 
tpm 
2:15pm 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 
S 6 MIAMI 3:15pm 
$13 at New England B:15pm 
$20 at WY. Jets Ipm 
S27 NEW ORLEANS 12pm 
0 4 SANDIEGO 12pm 
011 BUFFALO 12pm 
018 atSan Francisco 1pm 
025 BYE 
N 1 NEW ENGLAND pm 
N 8 at Miami tpm 
N15 NY. JETS Ipm 
N22 at Butfaio ipm 
N29. at Baltimore 1pm 
D 6 atAtlanta 1pm 
D13 CINCINNATI 1pm 
020 at Seattle 1pm 
027 CAROUNA ipm 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 

S 6 at Indianapolis 3:15pm 
$13 BUFFALO Ipm 
$20 PITTSBURGH 1pm 
$27 BYE 

0 4 ath. Jets 1pm 
012 atJacksormilie 8:15pm (Mon.) 
018 ST.LOUIS 4:15pm 
025 NEW ENGLAND pm 
N 1 at Buffalo 1pm 
N 8 INDIANAPOLIS Ipm 
N15. at Carolina 1pm 
N23 atNewEngiand &15pm (Mon) 
N29 NEW ORLEANS 1pm 
D 6 atOakland 1:15pm 
013 NY. JETS &15pm 
021 DENVER 8:15pm (Mon.) 
027 at Avanta pm 


OAKLAND RAIDERS 

S 6 atKansas City 7:15pm 
$13 NY. GIANTS 1:15pm 
$20 DENVER 1:15pm 
$27 at Dallas 12pm 
0 4 atArizona Ipm 
011 SAN DIEGO 1:15pm 
018 BYE 

025 GNCINNATI 1:15pm 
N 1 atSeattie &15pm 
N & atBaltimore ipm 
N15 SEATTLE 1pm 
N22 at Denver 2:15pm 
N29 WASHINGTON 1:15pm 
0 6 MIAMI 1:15pm 
013 at Buffalo tpm 
D20 at San Diego Ipm 
0 26 KANSAS CITY Ipm (Sat) 


SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 

$ 6 at Philadelphia 1pm 
$13 ARIZONA 1:15pm 
$20 WASHINGTON ipm 
$27 at Pittsburgh 4pm 
0 4 atKansas City 7:15pm 
011 DENVER 1:15pm 
018 BYE 

025 atSan Diego 
N 1 OAKLAND 5:15pm 
NB KANSAS CITY 1;15pm 
N15 at Oakland Ipm 
N22 at Dailas 12pm 
N29 TENNESSEE pm 
D0 6 any. Jets ipm 
013 SAN DIEGO Ipm 
020 INDIANAPOUS ipm 
027 at Denver 2:15pm 


1:15pm 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 
S 6 atChicago 12pm 
$13 KANSAS CITY pm 
$20 BALTIMORE 4:15pm 
$27 at Tennessee 12pm 
0 4 BYE 
012 MIAMI 6:15pm (Mon.) 
018 at Buffalo Ipm 
025 at Denver 2:15pm 
N 1 at Baltimore ipm 
N 8 CINCINNATI pm 
TAMPA BAY 4:15pm 
at Pittsburgh Ipm 
at Cincinnati Tpm 
DETROIT pm 
TENNESSEE Ipm 
at Minnesota 7:15pm 
PITTSBURGH 8:15pm (Mon.) 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
S$ 7 atDenver 6:15pm (Mon.) 
$13 INDIANAPOLIS 8:15pm 
$20 TENNESSEE Ipm 
S27 BYE 
0 4 atNew Orleans 12pm 
011 KANSAS CITY 1pm 
019 NY.JETS 8:15pm (Mon.) 
025 at Miami tpm 
N 1. at indianapolis tpm 
ATLANTA Ipm 
at Buttalo Ipm 
MIAMI 8:15pm (Mon.) 
BUFFALO 4pm 
at Pittsburgh Ipm 
at St. Louis 12pm 
SAN FRANCISCO pm 
at N.Y, Jets pm 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 
S 6 at Baltimore tpm 
$13 CHICAGO Ipm 
$20 at Miami pm 
$27 SEATTLE 4om 
0 4 BYE 

011 at Cincinnati Ipm 
018 BALTIMORE pm 
026 atKansasCty 7:15pm (Mon,) 
N 1 TENNESSEE lpm 
N 9 GREENBAY 8:15pm (Mon,) 
N15 at Tennessee 12pm 
N22 JACKSONVILLE pm 
N26 at Detroit 12:30pm (Thu) 
D 6 NEW ENGLAND Ipm 
D13 at Tempa Bay Ipm 
020 CINCINNATI Ipm 
D286 atJacksome 8:15pm (Mon.) 


TENNESSEE OILERS 

S$ 6 at Cincinnati tpm 
$13 SAN DIEGO 12pm 
$20 at New England Ipm 
§ 27 JACKSONVILLE 12pm 
0 4 BYE 

011 at Baltimore ipm 
018 CINCINNATI 12pm 
025 CHICAGO 3pm 
WN 1 at Pittsburgh Ipm 
N 8 at Tampa Bay 8:15pm 
N15 P{TTSBURGH 12pm 
N22 NY. JETS 3:15pm 
N29 at Seattle 1pm 
D 6 BALTIMORE 3:15pm 
013 at Jacksonville 1pm 
020 at Green Bay 12pm 
026 MINNESOTA 11:30am (Sat) 


ARIZONA CARDINALS 


at Daflas 3pm 
at Seattle 1:15pm 
PHILADELPHIA 5:15pm 
at St, Louis 12pm 

Ipm 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 
S 6 DETROIT 12pm 


TAMPA BAY 

at Cincinnati 

at Carolina 

MINNESOTA 7:15pm (ion) 
BYE 

at Detroit &15pm (Tha) 
BALTIMORE 12pm 
SAN FRANCISCO =—-_ 15pm 
at Pittsburgh &159m (Mon) 
at N.Y. Giants 4:159m 
at Minnesota 12pm 
PHILADELPHIA 15pm 
at Tampa Bay &15pm (Mon) 
CHICAGO 12pm 
TENNESSEE 12pm 
at Chicago 12pm 


WASHINGTON 1pm 
at Oakland 1:15pm 
DALLAS &: 15pm (Mon.) 
at San Diego 1:159m 
at Tampa Bay 4:159m 
ATLANTA & 15pm 
ARIZONA 

BYE 

at Washington 

at Dallas 

GREEN BAY 

PHILADELPHIA 


NY, JETS 1:15pm 
at Washington 8:15pm (Mon.) 


Jan. 2-3 — Wild Card Playoffs 


ATLANTA FALCONS 
at Carolina 1pm 


TAMPA BAY 12pm 
at St. Louis 12pm 
DETROIT 12pm 
at Chicago 3:159m 
ai Green Bay 7:15pm (Mon) 


JACKSONVILLE 
at Temessee 11:30am (Sat) 


SEATTLE Ipm 
at Atunta 1pm 
at Artzona 5:159m 
KANSAS CITY tom 
at Denver 2:15pm 
WASHINGTON 1pm 
at San Diego 1:15pm 
BYE 

DALLAS & 15pm (Mon) 
DETROIT Ipm 
at Washington 

at IY, Giants 

at Green Bay 

ST. LOUIS 

ARIZONA 

at Dallas 

N.Y, GIANTS 


at Minnesota V2pm 
at Green Bay 12pm 
CHICAGO 4pm 
at Detroit 8:15pm (Mon.) 
HY, GIANTS 4:15pm 
BYE 

CAROLINA 

at New Orleans 

MINNESOTA 

TENNESSEE 

at Jacksonville 

DETROIT 

at Chicago 

GREEN BAY — 8:15pm (Mon.) 
PITTSBURGH tpm 
at Washington 4pm (Sat) 
at Cincinnat! Tpm 


CAROLINA PANTHERS 
ATLANTA Ipm 
at New Orteans 12pm 
BYE 
GREEN BAY 


aL, Jets 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WASHINGTON 
ST. LOUIS 

af Incianapoas 


at St Louis 12pm 
CAROUNA 12pm 
BYE 
at Indianapolis 12pm 
NEW ENGLAND 12pm 
SAM FRANCISCD 12pm 
at Atanta Ipm 
TAMPA BAY 12pm 
at Carolina 1pm 
at Minnesota 12pm 
ST. LOUIS 12pm 
at San Francisco 5 159m 
at Miami 1pm 
12pm 
12pm 
2:15pm 
{2pm 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 

NEW ORLEANS 12pm 

MINNESOTA 12pm 

at Buftalo 1pm 
12pm 


N.Y, JETS 3:15pm 
at Miami 4:15pm 
SAN FRANCISCO T2pm 
at Atlanta 1pm 
at Chicago 12pm 
at New Orleans 12pm 
CAROLINA 3pm 
ATLANTA 12pm 
at Pliladelphia_ 8:15pm (Thu) 
NEW ENGLAND 12pm 
at Carolina pm 
027 at San Francisco pm 


at N.Y, Giants 


at Seattle 

DENVER 

DALLAS 

at Philadelphia 

At Minnesota 

GYE 

N.Y, GIANTS 

at Arizona 

PHILADELPHIA 

ARIZONA 

at Oakland 

SAN DIEGO 

at Carolina 

TAMPA BAY 
027 at Dallas 


ALL TIMES LOCAL 


Jan, 9-10 — Divisional Playofts 


CHICAGO BEARS 
Y2pm 
at Pittsburgh Ipm 
ot Tampa Bay 4pm 
MINNESOTA 3:15pm 
Y2pm 
ip 
215m 
3pm 


Jan. 17 — Championship Games 


DALLAS COWBOYS 
ARIZONA som 
at Denver 2:15pm 
ath, Gants 8:15pm (Mon) 
OAKLAND 12pm 
at Washington 1pm 
CAROUNA 12pm 
at Chicago S159m 
BYE 
at Pivtadeighla 8:15pm (Mon) 
N.Y. GIANTS 12pm 
at Arizona 2:15pm 
SEATTLE 12pm 
MINNESOTA 3pm (Thu) 
at New Orleans 12pm 
at Kansas City 15pm 
PHILADELPHIA 315pm 
WASHINGTON 7:15pm 


DETROIT LIONS 

at Green Bay 

GINGINNATI 

at Minnesota 

TAMPA BAY — 8:15pm (Mon.) 
at Chicago 12pm 
BYE 

GREEN BAY & 159m (The) 
MINNESOTA 1pm 
ARIZONA ipm 
at Philadelphia Ipm 
CHICAGO &15pm 
at Tampa Bay 1pm 
PITTSBURGH 12:30pm (Thu) 
at Jacksonville 1pm 
San Frciso &iSpm fin) 
ATLANTA pm 
at Baitimore Ipm 


Chris Chandler, Atlanta 


ARIZONA CARDINALS 


1. Andre Wadsworth, DE, Florida State (3) 

2. Corey Chavous, S, Vanderbilt (33) 

2. Anthony Clement, OT, Southwestern 
Louisiana (36) 

4, Michael Pittman, RB, Fresno State (95) 

5. Terry Hardy, TE, Southern Mississippi (125) 

6. Zack Walz, LB, Dartmouth (158) 

7. Phil Savoy, WR, Colorado (193) 

7. George Cousins, DE, Florida A&M (209) 

7. Pat Tillman, S, Arizona State (226) 

7. Ron Janes, RB, Missouri (233) 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


1. Keith Brooking, LB, Georgia Tech (12) 

2. Bob Hallen, C, Kent State (53) 

3. Jammi German, WR, Miami (74) 

4. Omar Brown, S, North Carolina (103) 

4. Tim Dwight, WR, lowa (114) 

6. Elijah Williams, CB, Florida (166) 

7. Ephraim Salaam, OT, San Diego State (199) 
7. Ken Oxendine, RB, Virginia Tech (201) 

7. Henry Slay, DT, West Virginia (203) 


BALTIMORE RAVENS 


1. Duane Starks, CB, Miami (10) 

2. Pat Johnson, WR, Oregon (42) 

5. Martin Chase, DT, Oklahoma (124) 

5. Ryan Sutter, S, Colorado (133) 

6. Ron Rogers, LB, Georgia Tech (154) 
6. Sammy Williams, OT, Oklahoma (164) 
7. Cam Quayle, TE, Weber State (241) 


BUFFALO BILLS 


2. Sam Cowart, LB, Florida State (39) 

3. Robert Hicks, OT, Mississippi State (68) 
5. Jonathan Linton, RB, North Carolina (131) 
6. Fred Coleman, WR, Washington (160) 

7. Victor Allotey, 0G, Indiana (198) 

7. Kamil Loud, WR, Cal Poly-SLO (238) 


CAROLINA PANTHERS 


1. Jason Peter, DT, Nebraska (14) 

3. Chuck Wiley, DE, LSU (62) 

3. Mitch Marrow, DE, Pennsylvania (73) 

4. Donald Hayes, WR, Wisconsin (106) 

5. Jerry Jensen, LB, Washington (136) 

6. Damien Richardson, S, Arizona State (165) 
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TEAM-BY-TEAM 


) 7. Viliami Maumau, DT, Colorado (196) 


7. Jim Turner, WR, Syracuse (228) 


CHICAGO BEARS 


1. Curtis Enis, RB, Penn State (5) 

2. Tony Parrish, S, Washington (35) 

3. Olin Kreutz, C, Washington (64) 

4. Alonzo Mayes, TE, Oklahoma State (94) 
6. Chris Draft, LB, Stanford (157) 

6. Pat Mannelly, OT, Duke (189) 

7. Chad Overhauser, OT, UCLA (217) 

7. Moses Moreno, QB, Colorado State (232) 


_ CINCINNATI BENGALS 


1. Takeo Spikes, LB, Auburn (13) 


1. Brian Simmons, LB, North Carolina (17) 
2. Artrell Hawkins, CB, Cincinnati (43) 

3. Steve Foley, LB, Northeast Louisiana (75) 
3. Mike Goff, 0G, lowa (78) 

4. Glen Steele, DE, Michigan (105) 

6. Jason Tucker, WR, Texas Christian (167) 
7. Marcus Parker, RB, Virginia Tech (202) 
7. Damian Vaughn, TE, Miami (Ohio) (222) 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


1. Greg Ellis, DE, North Carolina (8) 

2. Flozell Adams, OT, Michigan State (38) 

4. Michael Myers, DT, Alabama (100) 

5. Darren Hambrick, LB, South Carolina (130) 


' §. Oliver Ross, OT, lowa State (138) 


6. Izell Reese, $, Alabama-Birmingham (188) 
7. Tarik Smith, RB, California (223) 
7. Antonio Fleming, 0G, Georgia (227) 


' 7. Rodrick Monroe, TE, Cincinnati (237) 


_ DENVER BRONCOS 


1. Marcus Nash, WR, Tennessee (30) 
2. Eric Brown, S, Mississippi State (61) 


| 3. Brian Griese, QB, Michigan (91) 


4, Curtis Alexander, RB, Alabama (122) 
5. Chris Howard, RB, Michigan (153) 
7. Trey Teague, OT, Tennessee (200) 
7. Nate Wayne, LB, Mississippi (219) 


DETROIT LIONS 


1. Terry Fair, CB, Tennessee (20) 
2. Germane Crowell, WR, Virginia (50) 
2. Charlie Batch, QB, Eastern Michigan (60) 


6. Jamaal Alexander, S, Souther Mississippi (185) 


{ | 7. Chris Liwienski, OT, Indiana (207) 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


| BE Vonnie Holliday, DT, North Carolina (19) 


3. Jonathan Brown, DE, Tennessee (90) 
4. Roosevelt Blackmon, CB, Morris 

Brown (121) 
5. Corey Bradford, WR, Jackson State (150) 
6. Scott McGarrahan, S, New Mexico (156) 
6. Matt Hasselbeck, QB, Boston College (187) 
7. Ed Watson, RB, Purdue (218) 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


1. Peyton Manning, OB, Tennessee (1) 
2. Jerome Pathon, WR, Washington (32) 
3. E.G. Green, WR, Florida State (71) 

4, Steve McKinney, 0G, Texas A&M (93) 
5. Antony Jordon, LB, Vanderbilt (135) 
7. Aaron Taylor, C, Nebraska (190) 

7. Corey Gaines, DB, Tennessee (231) 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 


1. Fred Taylor, RB, Florida (9) 

1. Donovin Darius, S, Syracuse (25) 

2. Cordell Taylor, CB, Hampton (Va.) (57) 

3. Jonathan Quinn, QB, Middle Tennessee St. (86) 
4. Tavian Banks, RB, lowa (101) 

4. Harry Deligianis, DT, Youngstown State (118) 
5. John Wade, C, Marshall (148) 

6. Lemanzer Williams, DE, Minnesota (179) 

6. Kevin McLeod, RB, Auburn (182) 

7. Alvis Whitted, WR, North Carolina State (192) 
7. Brandon Tolbert, LB, Georgia (214) 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


1. Victor Riley, OT, Auburn (27) 

3, Rashaan Shehee, RB, Washington (88) 

4. Greg Favors, LB, Mississippi State (120) 
5. Robert Williams, CB, North Carolina (128) 
6. Derrick Ransom, DT, Cincinnati (181) 

7, Eric Warfield, S, Nebraska (216) 

7. Emest Blackwell, RB, Missouri (224) 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


1. John Avery, RB, Mississippi (29) 

2. Patrick Surtain, CB, Southern Mississippi (44) 
2. Kenny Mixon, DE, LSU (49) 

3. Brad Jackson, LB, Cincinnati (79) 

3. Larry Shannon, WR, East Carolina (82) 

4, Lorenzo Bromell, DE, Clemson (102) 

5, Scott Shaw, 0G, Michigan State (143) 

6. Nathan Strikwerda, C, Northwestern (171) 

6. John Dutton, QB, Nevada (172) 

7. Jim Bundren, 0G, Clemson (210) 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


1. Randy Moss, WR, Marshall (21) 

2. Kailee Wong, LB/DE, Stanford (51) 

3. Ramos McDonald, CB, New Mexico (80) 
4. Kivuusama Mays, LB, North Carolina (110) 


5. Kerry Cooks, S, lowa (144) 

6. Matt Birk, OT, Harvard (173) 

7. Chester Bumett, LB, Arizona (208) 
7, Tony Darden, CB, Texas Tech (225) 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


1. Robert Edwards, RB, Georgia (18) 

1. Tebucky Jones, S, Syracuse (22) 

2. Tony Simmons, WR, Wisconsin (52) 

2. Rod Rutledge, TE, Alabama (54) 

3. Chris Floyd, FB, Michigan (81) 

3. Greg Spires, DE, Florida State (83) 

4. Leonta Rheams, DT, Houston (115) 

5. Ron Merkerson, LB, Colorado (145) 

6, Harold Shaw, RB, Southern Mississippi (176) 
7, Jason Andersen, C, Brigham Young (211) 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


1. Kyle Turley, OG/OT, San Diego State (7) 

2. Cameron Cleeland, TE, Washington (40) 

4, Fred Weary, CB, Florida (97) 

4. Julian Pittman, DE, Florida State (99) 

5. Wilmont Perry, RB, Livingstone (132) 

6. Chris Bordano, LB, Southern Mississippi (161) 
7, Andy McCullough, WR, Tennessee (204) 

7. Ron Warner, LB, Kansas (239) 


NEW YORK GIANTS 


1, Shaun Williams, S, UCLA (24) 

2. Joe Jurevicius, WR, Penn State (55) 

3. Brian Alford, WR, Purdue (70) 

5. Toby Myles, OT, Jackson State (147) 
6. Todd Pollack, TE, Boston College (177) 
7. Ben Fricke, C, Houston (213) 


NEW YORK JETS 


2. Dorian Boose, DE, Washington State (56) 
3. Scott Frost, S, Nebraska (67) 

3. Kevin Williams, CB, Oklahoma State (87) 
4, Jason Fabini, OT, Cincinnati (111) 

5, Casey Dailey, LB, Northwestern (134) 

5, Doug Karczewski, 0G, Virginia (141) 

§. Blake Spence, TE, Oregon (146) 

§. Eric Bateman, OT, Brigham Young (149) 
6. Eric Ogbogu, DE, Maryland (163) 

6. Chris Brazzell, WR, Angelo State (174) 

6. Dustin Johnson, RB, Brigham Young (183) 
7. Lawrence Hart, TE, Southern (195) 


OAKLAND RAIDERS 


1, Charles Woodson, CB, Michigan (4) 

1, Mo Collins, OT, Florida (23) 

2. Leon Bender, DT, Washington State (31) 
3. Jon Ritchie, FB, Stanford (63) 

4. Gennaro DiNapoli, 0G, Virginia Tech (109) 
5. Jeremy Brigham, TE, Washington (127) 
§. Travian Smith, LB, Oklahoma (152) 

7. Vince Amey, DE, Arizona State (230) 

7, David Sanders, DE, Arkansas (235) 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


1. Tra Thomas, OT, Florida State (11) 

3. Jeremiah Trotter, LB, Stephen F. Austin (72) 
3, Allen Rossum, CB, Notre Dame (85) 

4, Brandon Whiting, DT, California (112) 

4. Clarence Love, CB, Toledo (116) 


5. Ike Reese, LB, Michigan State (142) 


7. Chris Akins, DT, Texas (220) 
7, Melvin Thomas, 0G, Colorado (240) 


_ PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


| 1, Alan Faneca, 0G, LSU (26) 
2. Jeremy Staat, DT, Arizona State (41) 


3. Chris Conrad, OT, Fresno State (66) 


_ 3. Hines Ward, WR, Georgia (92) 
_ 4, Deshea Townsend, CB, Alabama (117) 


_ 4. Carlos King, FB, North Carolina State (123) 


; 
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5, Jason Simmons, CB, Arizona State (137) 
6. Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala, RB, Utah (178) 


6. Ryan Olson, LB, Colorado (186) 


7. Angel Rubio, DE, SE Missouri State (221) 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 


1. Grant Wistrom, DE, Nebraska (6) 
2. Robert Holcombe, RB, Iilinois (37) 


_ 3. Leonard Little, LB, Tennessee (65) 


4, Az-Zahir Hakim, WR, San Diego State (96) 


Peyton Manning, Indianapolis _ 


_ TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


4. Roland Williams, TE, Syracuse (97) 

5. Raymond Priester, RB, Clemson (129) 
6. Glenn Rountree, OG, Clemson (159) 
7. Jason Chorak, DE, Washington (236) 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


1, Ryan Leaf, QB, Washington State (2) 

2. Mikhael Ricks, WR, Stephen F. Austin (59) 
5. Cedric Harden, DE, Florida A&M (126) 

6. Clifford Ivory, CB, Troy State (155) 

7. Jon Haskins, LB, Stanford (194) 

7. Kio Sanford, WR, Kentucky (234) 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 


1. R.W. McQuarters, CB, Oklahoma State (28) 
2. Jeremy Newberry, C, California (58) 


_ 3. Chris Ruhman, OT, Texas A&M (89) 


4. Lance Schulters, S, Hofstra (119) 

5. Phil Ostrowski, OG, Penn State (151) 
6. Fred Beasley, RB, Auburn (180) 

7. Ryan Thelwell, WR, Minnesota (215) 


_ SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 


oe 
ee Yh 


1. Anthony Simmons, LB, Clemson (15) 
2. Todd Weiner, OT, Kansas State (47) 
3. Ahman Green, RB, Nebraska (76) 

4. DeShone Myles, LB, Nevada (108) 
6. Carl Hansen, DE, Stanford (162) 


"6, Bobby Shaw, WR, California (169) 


] 


7. Jason McEndoo, C, Washington State (197) 


_ 2. Jacquez Green, WR, Florida (34) 


2. Brian Kelly, CB, USC (45) 


3, Jamie Duncan, LB, Vanderbilt (84) 
_ 4. Todd Washington, C, Virginia Tech (104) 


6. James Cannida, DT, Nevada (175) 


_ 6. Shevin Smith, S, Florida State (184) 


7. Chance McCarty, DE, Texas Christian (212) 


TENNESSEE OILERS 


~1.Kevin Dyson, WR, Utah (16) 


2. Samari Rolle, CB, Florida State (46) 


"3. Dainon Sidney, CB, Alabama-Birmingham (77) 
4, Joe Salave’a, DT, Arizona (107) 


‘ 


ee 


i 


\| 
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5. Benji Olson, OG, Washington (139) 
6. Lee Wiggins, S, South Carolina (168) 


7. Jimmy Sprotte, LB, Arizona (205) 


7. Kevin Long, C, Florida State (229) 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 
2. Stephen Alexander, TE, Oklahoma (48) 


3. Skip Hicks, RB, UCLA (69) 


_ 4, Shawn Barber, LB, Richmond (113) 


{ 
i 
al 
i 
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5. Mark Fischer, C, Purdue (140) 
6. Patrick Palmer, WR, Northwest Louisiana (170) 


7. David Terrell, DB, Texas El-Paso (191) 


7. Antwaune Ponds, LB, Syracuse (206) 
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STATISTICAL LEADERS 


PCT AVG PCT PCT YDS RATING 
ATT COMP COMP YDS GAIN TD TD LONG INT INT SACK LOST POINTS 
Steve YOUNG, S.F, ..ssccccssscsecsecrecscenerss 356 241 67,7 3029 8.51 19 5.3 82 6 17 35 220 104.7 
Chris Chandler, Atl.........csseseseereeseeses 342 202 59.1 2692 7.87 20 5.8 56 7 2.0 39 261 95.1 
Brett Favre, G.B. ..cssseccessecssesesceesscseens 513 304 §9.3 3867 7.54 35 6.8 74 16 3.1 25 176 92.6 
Mark Brunell, Jax. . 435 264 60.7 3281 7.54 18 41 75 7 1.6 33 189 91.2 
Jeff George, Oak. ............r0rceesreecseerves 521 290 55.7 3917 7.52 29 56 76 9 1.7 58 430 91.2 
Drew Bledsoe, N.E..........ccssssesceesesseess 522 314 60.2 3706 7.10 28 5.4 76 15 29 30 258 87.7 
John Elway, Den.... 280 55.8 3635 7.24 27 5.4 78 11 2.2 34 203 87.5 
Jim Harbaugh, Ind. 189 = 61.2 2060 6.67 10 3.2 58 4 1.3 41 256 86.2 
Brad Johnson, Min. 275 60.8 3036 6.72 20 4.4 56 12 2.7 26 164 84.5 
Bobby Hoying, Phi 128 56.9 1573 6.99 11 49 72t 6 2.7 28 183 83.8 
RUSHING 
ATT YDS AVG LONG TD 
Barry Sanders, Det. ........sssecreeseesees 335 2053 6.1 82t iW 
Terrell Davis, De@N, ..........:--sereceersssees 369 1750 47 50t 15 
Jerome Bettis, Pit. ...........ececsecesssneee 1665 44 34 7 
Dorsey Levens, G.B.... 1435 4.4 52t 7 
Eddie George, Ten. ........ 1399 3.9 30 6 
Napoleon Kaufman, Oak... 1294 4.8 83t 6 
Robert Smith, Min...... 1266 5.5 78t 6 
Curtis Martin, N.E. , 1160 4.2 70t 4 
Corey Dillon, Cin... 1129 48 71t 10 
Ricky Watters, Phi...... 1110 3.9 28 7 
_ RECEIVING __ 
NO YDS AVG LONG To 
Tiere Browets, Oa sococcicccitis macros 104 1408 13.5 59t 5 
Herman Moore, Det. .......ccsecsecsesesee 104 1293 12.4 79 8 
Rob Moore, Ari...... 97 1584 16.3 47t 8 
Cris Carter, Min 89 1069 12.0 43 13 
Irving Fryar, PH, ........sesseeseeeee 86 1316 15.3 72t 6 
Keenan McCardell, Jax......... +85 1164 13.7 60 § 
Jimmy Smith, Jax......... +82 1324 16.1 75 4 
Antonio Freeman, G.B... 81 1243 15.3 58t 12 
Johnnie Morton, Det............ 80 1057 13.2 73t 6 
Yancey Thigpen, Pit. .............cs-secceeseeee 79 1398 17.7 69t 7 
RECEIVING BY YARDS 
YDS NO AVG LONG TD 
ROD MOOr@, Ali,......ssesessesececeesseseenes 97 16.3 47t 8 
Tim Brown, Oak.... ve 104 13.5 59t 5 
Yancey Thigpen, Pit. 79 17.7 69t 7 
Jimmy Smith, Jax..... 82 16.1 75 4 
Irving Fryar, Phi........ 86 15.3 72t 6 
Herman Moore, Det. . 104 12.4 79 8 
Antonio Freeman, G.B... oy 81 15.3 58t 12 
Michael Irvin, Dal..........c:sccsecseeeeesees 75 15.7 55 9 
Rod Smith, Den...........csccsecseseeceeceeees 70 16.9 78 12 
Keenan McCardell, Jax..... 85 13.7 60 5 
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TD RUSH REC MIS' 


c PTS XP —s XPA FG FGA PTS 
Karim Abdul-Jabbar, Mia... VE 15 1 95 Mike Hott, SEK. seessnssssescseeenesennen 4 41 31 36 134 
Hontalarmstege seenrvenenennnntne : S . ; : 1 Richie Cunningham, Dal. .ssssssanensens 24 2 34 37 126 
barre tiara! betes nny 6 0 Bg GARY Anderson, $.F.uniussenmeerennn 38 38 29 36 125 
Dorsey Levers, G.B..cssssocsccssvseseees 12 0 1 74 46 26 «636124 
Antonio Freeman, G.8. 824 2 0 0 72 36 28 120 
Joey Galloway, S@a. ........s.sessessseseese 12 0 0 72 48 24 120 
GAATTIOS SGT OAM ocdotasecipecevvenncrcoceoneas 12 0 0 72 21 32 117 
Rod Smith, Dem ccccccsssocosscscccorsessvne 12 0 Oaen72 40 26 17 
Marcus Allen, K.C. ......cscccccceseessesseee 11 0 0 66 33 28 117 
Kordell Stewart, Pit...c.sssssssssecseesenes rh 0 0 66 
Mike Alstott, T.B. ...... snd 0 0 60 40 25 115 
Jamal Anderson, Atl. cress 10 0 0 60 32 27 113 
Corey Dillon, Cin......... 10 0 0 60 36 26 113 
Raymont Harris, Chi... 10 0 0 60 32 26 110 
Derrick Alexander, Bal.......... 9 0 0 54 2 26 
Jerome Bettis, Pit. sescosssscsecsvsseeeeeee 9 0 0 54 ‘- = 
Bert Emanuel, Atl... -) 0 0 54 
Michael Irvin, Dal....... x: 0 0 54 
Natrone Means, Jax............ wed 0 0 54 
James Stewart, JaXx.......ccssesssseeseres 0 0 54 


Darrien Gordon, Den. . 
David Palmer, Min..... 
Karl Williams, T.B. ...... 
Deion Sanders, Dal. .........-..ccsecveee .33 
Leon Johnson, N.Y.-Ju....sesesseseeseseees 51 
Brian Mitchell, Was.... ; 

Kevin Williams, Ari..... 
Reggie Barlow, JaXx........ssesssssersees 


TD 

0 
Aaron Glenn, N.Y.-J... . 1 
Eric Guliford, N.O........... 43 1128 26.2 102t 1 Michael Strahan, N.Y.-G 
Tamarick Vanover, K.C. .. 51 1308 25.6 94t 1 seo 
David Meggett, N.E. .........sscessesseessees 33 816 24.7 61 0 x 
Will Blackwell, Pit. escsoeseossnsensen 32 7O1 287) grt =Si~S« rts Dolorman, Sr... 
Kevin Willams, Ari ree 2 59 1458 24.7 63 0 Michael Sinclair, Sea. SANE ENAOR OREN ENE RERESA AA ASE ED ER ONO EENONSUEO HONOR SNORE DEERE REET EEEEORS EERE DE EOES 
Byron Hanspard, Atl....csscssssssssssesseseenss 40 987 24.7 got 2 CUMICKSINIEA SAUL cecoscasssssestretcssusrsysnsseecstovssbbantenkossactoosecayaépissahvervesooverspesvoonset 
DUCE Staley, PHI. ....cecccveccsessssccreosreeseees 0 Peter Boulware, Bal. 

0 


NO YDS LONG AVG = PUNTS TB BLK RET YDS 20 AVG 
Mark Royals, N.0...ccccsccssesscsssseeseensesees 88 4038 66 45.9 88 13 0 50 706 21 34.9 
Tom Tupa, N.E....... 3569 73 45.8 79 14 1 38 437 24 36.1 
Chris Gardocki, Ind. 3034 72 45.3 67 6 0 43 491 18 36.2 
Matt Turk, Was...... 3788 62 45.1 85 11 1 33 237 32 39.2 
Leo Araguz, Oak. ... 4189 63 45.0 93 6 0 52 431 28 39,1 
Craig Hentrich, G.B. 3378 65 45.0 75 21 0 32 255 26 36.0 
Bryan Barker, Jax...... 2964 64 44.9 66 8 0 29 241 27 38.8 
Darren Bennett, S.D........ 3972 66 44.6 90 8 1 39 416 26 37.7 
Jeff Feagles, Ari. ........... 4028 62 44.3 92 10 1 40 441 24 36.8 
Tom Rouen, Den............ 2598 57 43.3 60 4 0 26 235 22 38.1 


I 
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QUARTERBACKS 


G ATT CMP PCT _ YDS TD INT 


_ TROY AIKMAN | B} 
7 16 518 292 56.4 3283 19 12 
‘98 PROJ 15 545 320 587 3390 15 12 


1p eA SONVBANKSS LE 
7 16 487 252 51.7 3254 14 13 
'98PROJ 16 513 285 556 3642 19 14 


Saas DECREASE aa 
°97 11 317 184 58.0 2125 8 7 
'98PROJ 16 555 317 57.1 3762 25 18 


ia _DREWBLEDSOE 
"97 16 522 314 60.2 3706 28 15 
‘98 PROJ 16 548 325 59.3 3699 24 13 


_ MARK BRUNELL 
'97 14 435 264 60.7 3281 18 7 
'98PROJ 15 495 302 61.0 3870 23 12 


_ GHRIS CHANDLER 
'97 14 342 202 59.1 2692 20 7 
'98PROJ 14 379 222 58.6 2846 21 11 


-.. KERRYCOLLINS 
'97 13 381 200 525 2124 11 21 
'98PROJ 14 360 210 58.3 2525 14 15 


TODD COLLINS) 


'97 14 391 215 55.0 2367 12 13 
'9BPROJ 6 132 71 538 818 4 5 
_ RANDALL CUNNINGHAM 
‘97 6 88 44 50.0 501 6 4 
'9BPRO 5 115 62 539 678 5 5 
— a IDET MER ee 
97 8 244 134 549 1567 7 6 
‘98PROJ 5 118 68 576 853 5 3 


feos > TRENT. OIL PER se oo Lb 
‘97 16 386 218 56.5 2574 21 10 
‘98 PROJ 16 358 199 55.6 2404 18 13 


(ae eS OB ROWAY are a | 
'97 16 502 280 55.8 3635 27 11 
'98PROJ 16 479 277 57.8 3400 24 12 


(tL BRETTRAVRES So * oss 
'97 16 513 304 59.3 3867 35 16 
‘98 PROJ 16 538 323 60.0 4010 37 17 


ae DEGRERN BOLEY <3 <2 i= 
‘7 4 97 «56 577 705 3 1 
‘98 PROJ 14 392 213 543 2508 13 13 


oe oe a 


97 13 402 204 50.7 “2682 17 12 
"98PROJ 16 480 264 55.0 3336 22 15 


RICH GANNON 
97 9 175 98 56.0 1144 7 4 
'98PROJ 6 125 74 592 705 5 § 


SSSR VEFFGEORGER S 
07 16 521 200 557 3917 29 9 
‘98 PROJ 16 530 292 55.1 4070 31 14 


Pa PII GBBEG eas 
‘97 10 314 179 57.0 1943 11 6 
'98PROJ 15 462 278 60.2 2910 20 12 


_ SIM HARBAUGH 
'97 12 309 189 61.2 2061 10 4 
'98PROJ 14 444 267 60.1 3019 16 7 


_ ss BILLY JOE HOBERT 
‘97 6 161 78 484 1024 6 10 
‘98 PROJ 15 387 217 561 2631 17 15 


(UN SSTRORBYINOVINGSS 
‘97 7 225 128 569 1573 11 6 
'98PROJ 15 477 272 57.0 3272 17 12 


BRAD JOHNSON = 
'97 13 452 275 60.8 3036 20 12 
‘98 PROJ 15 521 314 60.3 3584 27 15 


_. ROBJOHNSON 


‘97 5 28 22 786 344 2 2 
'98PROJ 16 488 291 59.6 2830 14 11 
/ DANNY KANELL 

97 12 294 156 531 1740 11 9 
'98 PROJ 15 345 193 55.9 2070 14 10 
pee ERIK KRAMER 


‘97 15 477 275 57.7 3011 14 14 
‘98 PROJ 16 510 296 58.0 3457 20 15 


aa DAN MABING = oe 
'97 16 548 319 582 3780 16 11 
'98PROJ 13 423 250 59.1 2834 14 10 


STEVE MCNAIR, 
97 16 415 216 520 2665 14 13 
‘98 PROJ 16 472 265 56.1 3398 18 16 


SCOTT MITCHELL 
97 16 509 293 57.6 3484 19 14 
‘98 PROJ 16 521 296 568 3615 22 14 


WARREN MOON 
'97 15 528 313 59.3 3678 25 16 
‘98 PROJ 15 563 329 584 3941 27 17 


fii NEIL O'DONNELL iad 
"'97 15 460 259 56.3 2796 17 7 
‘98PROJ 7 140 79 564 854 5 3 
_ RODNEY PEETE 
‘97 «5 118 68 576 869 4 4 
‘98PROJ 5 125 75 60.0 943 4 4 


FR _ JAKE PLUMMER i 
"97 10 296 157 530 2203 15 15 

'98PROJ 16 499 284 56.9 3692 20 18 
HEATH SHULER 
‘97 10 203 106 522 1288 2 14 

‘98PROJ 4 75 38 50.7 472 2 7 


___KORDELL STEWART = 
97 16 440 236 53.6 3020 21 17 
‘98PROJ 16 463 248 536 3148 19 16 


_ VINNY TESTAVERDE 
‘97 13 470 271 57.7 2971 18 15 
‘9SPROJ 8 120 67 558 828 5 5 


_ CRAIG WHELIHAN 
97 9 238 118 496 1357 6 10 
‘98PROJ 6 84 49 583 512 3 5 


_ DANNY WUERFFEL 
7 «6 «91 «42 «462 «518 4 8B 
‘9BPROJ 5 70 37 529 427 2 5 


poe ‘STEVEYOUNG 


97 15 356 241 67.7 3029 19 6 
'98 PROJ 14 396 263 66.4 3298 24 9 


RUNNING BACKS 


G ATT YDS AVG TD REC AVG TD 


_ KARIM ABDUL-JABBAR 
'97 16 283 892 3.2 15 29 9.0 1 
‘98 PROJ 16 251 853 34 8 20 74 0 


Lava RRYALC ENG ii es 
'97 10 210 724 34 4 19 81 1 
‘98 PROJ 15 299 1166 3.9 10 28 7.6 0 


wis MIKE ALSTOTT 
‘97 15 176 665 38 7 23 7.7 3 
'98 PROJ 16 209 791 38 9 38 7.9 4 


_ KIMBLE ANDERS 
97 15 79 397 5.0 0 59 7.7 2 
'98PROJ 16 101 464 46 3 60 80 2 


_. MAMAL ANDERSON 
97 16 290 1002 3.5 4 28 99 3 
'98PROJ 16 227 789 35 4 25 94 1 


Doi se IKE SARBER SS DD 
97:12 136 511 38 3 34 88 1 
‘98 PROJ 16 248 1016 41 6 53 91 3 
_.  MARIOBATES 
‘97 11119 440 37 4 5 84 0 
'98PROJ 13 78 297 38 2 5 80 0 


_ DONNELL BENNETT 
‘9712 94 369 39 1 7 07 0 
‘98 PROJ 16 261 1004 38 5 15 45 0 


_ JEROME BETTIS. 
97 15 375 1665 44 7 15 7.3 2 
'98PROJ 15 343 1474 43 10 20 67 1 


TIM BIAKABUTUKA 
‘977 8 75 299 40 2 0 00 0 
'98PROJ 14 190 817 43 5 17 80 0 


_ STEVE BROUSSARD 
7 16 70 418 60 5 24 60 1 
'98PROJ 15 79 402 51 3 20 7.0 0 
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97 15 18 96 53 0 48 92 3 
'9BPROJ 16 53 233 44 3 63 91 4 


‘97 16 125 418 33 6 2121 1 
"O8PROJ 15 130 495 38 4 36 97 1 


15 253 945 37 4 21 65 0 
"OBPROJ 14 176 565 32 3 13 80 0 


7 15 200 B47 42 4 45 57 0 
'98 PROJ 14 168 722 43 5 29 69 0 


"8 34 0 
10 59 0 


‘97 12 182 809 4.4 7 
'98 PROJ 16 223 888 4.0 6 


15 128 464 36 7 21 75 0 
‘OBPROJ 15 139 517 37 5 27 7.9 1 


‘7 16 285 1110 39 7 48 92 0 
'98 PROJ 16 299 1148 3.8 10 62 7.9 2 


"104 «37 0 61135 3 
161 35 1 64 96 3 


‘97 16 28 
'98 PROJ 16 46 


‘7 15 101 276 27 1 84 76 
‘98 PROJ 16 90 279 31 1 47 73 2 


"97 16 151 698 46 4 37 82 1 
‘98 PROJ 16 179 805 45 5 45 90 1 


"Q7 16 329 1435 44 7 53 7.0 5 
'98 PROJ 16 355 1547 44 8 57 7.1 6 


7 15 95 300 32 1 15 75 0 
'9BPROJ 16 146 505 35 4 23 73 1 


'97 13 152 583 38 4 
"98PROJ 12 63 228 36 2 15 82 0 


42 4 41 72 1 
40 10 43 72 1 


'97 13 274 1160 
'98 PROJ 16 340 1370 


"97 15 369 1750 4.7 15 42 68 0 
‘98 PROJ 16 355 1633 46 14 48 7.6 2 


‘97 14 135 424 
‘98 PROS 15 95 317 


97 16 233 1129 48 10 27 96 0 
'98 PROJ 16 387 1664 43 12 41 90 2 


‘977 11 18 70 39 
‘98 PROJ 15 72 280 3.9 


"97 16 156 552 35 4 31 85 0 
'98 PROJ 16 132 456 35 3 42 7:0 2 


'97 14 244 823 34 9 15 69 0 
'98 PROJ 15 339 1135 3.3 10 23 60 0 


97 16 224 978 44 4 39118 3 
'9BPROJ 16 249 1096 4.4 6 4810.2 3 
/ MARSHALL FAULK 


'97 16 264 1054 40 7 47100 1 
"98PROJ 16 297 1122 3.8 10 58 85 3 


"97 8 104 380 37 3 8 86 0 
'98 PROJ 14 149 566 38 4 


"BAM MORRIS” 


G__REC YOS AVG 1D 


07 «15~=~=O6S(‘1009s«185—s« 
'9BPROJ 15 68 1103 162 7 


97 15 78 231 3.0 3 37 87 1 ‘97 11 204 774 38 4 29 6.1 0 


‘98PROJ 16 109 414 38 4 48 7.9 2 


‘OBPROJ 10 140 551 3.9 4 


97 16 300 1086 3.6 7 27 3.9 0 
‘98 PROJ 16 276 1065 39 6 19 59 0 


ner ie LG ST AT Sh CATO 97 ~«O«16Cti«<‘ Ht(té«iSC«*dCSC*CK 
'98PROJ 16 167 819 49 5 34 98 1 ‘98PROS 16 49440 540 135 «5 


1135 0 
10 48 0 


‘97 12 201 34 8 
'98 PROJ 13 104 356 34 3 


"97 16 357 1399 39 6 7 63 1 


‘7 «©1020 30:s«319s—«d10BtSt« 
‘98 PROJ 16 345 1276 37 9 20 76 0 3 


"98 PROJ 14 37 481 = 13.0 


“0 0.0 0 
15 73 0 


‘97-7 ss 96 31 3 
'98 PROJ 16 297 1008 34 8 


97 2 23 81 35 1 0 00 0 


‘97 ««122~=«‘ ttiTBHSC«‘dCSC:*«R 
‘98 PROJ 15 166 541 33 2 12 76 0 2 


"98 PROJ 15 33 460 13.9 


33 92 3 
37 84 1 


'97 16 335 2053 6.1 11 
‘98 PROJ 16 311 1660 53 11 


‘7 16 54 33462 0 6 BB 1 
'98 PROJ 16 151 780 52 3 23 80 1 


97 ~«15~~—=CO«Ot«dNO).«C«dSGSBStC«‘T 
'9BPROJ 16 66 10022 152 7 


‘7 «16~=C«N04~=i‘iOB:SC*«éASSSSCS 
'9BPROJ 16 4 40994 «01344«14301 


7 16 194 840 43 8 28 63 0 
'98 PROJ 16 253 1051 42 11 37 80 0 


"97 13 275 1033 38 10 28 41 0 
'98PROJ 14 177 673 38 4 20 68 0 


97 «112 86SCOTSiiCdGSSC*CSS 
'98PROJ 16 79 1206 153 8 


4 39 59 0 
39 6 37 611 


"97 16 261 1074 4.1 
'98 PROJ 15 218 841 


‘97 13 234 1019 44 4 21 92 
'98 PROJ 16 288 1141 4.0 7 1810.0 1 


‘97 «+16 #4658 )4| 849 sd146St«COB 
'98PROJ 16 50 698 140 4 


"97 12. 91 Ey 43 2 23 80 0 
'98 PROJ 16 255 1053 41 7 35 7.6 0 


'97 16 157 550 35 0 12105 0 
‘98 PROJ 16 95 342 36 1 8 94 0 


"97 «~Oo9ti83ti«‘iGC‘dX]:=S*=<‘«‘ik 
'98PROS 16 «©=652—=Ss«BT_s«d13.2sA 


O7 14 232 1266-55 6 37 53 1 
'98 PROJ 13 215 1096 5.1 7 44 62 1 


"97 16 97 358 37 0 21 75 1 
'98PROJ 16 88 330 38 2 20 75 0 


‘97 a 7) ery ey | 
‘98PROJ 16 59 873 148 5 


"97 16 136 555 44 8 41 82 1 
‘98 PROJ 16 238 906 38 8 48 76 2 


97 16 48 158 33 2 16 89 0 
‘98 PROJ 16 99 360 36 3 29 91 1 


7” “NAPOLEON KAUFMAN’ 


‘7 «6 16~=StsC«iBss«é‘dOGD.::«C«‘éd12.DSs«13 


97 16 154 643 42 1 30 69 0 
'98PROJ 15 129 516 40 2 28 88 0 


‘97 16 272 1294 48 6 40101 2 


"98 PROJ 16 290 1358 4.7 8 40 9.5 2 "98 PROJ 16 85 1065 12.5 
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97 STATS /’98 PROJECTIONS 


‘97 «1602=(75~—(«W1180 a (eS a 1057 


"97 ~«14~—~CO«SB 138 3 
'98PROJ 16 70 888 127 4 | ‘9BPROJ 16 79 1233 '9BPROJ 15 75 994 133° «6 


13.2 


" Lan GUATE CONWAY” —- “ ~~ 

'97 7 30 476 15.9 1 '97 16 69 918 '97 7 27 317——«11,7 0 
‘98 PROJ 15 78 861121 «14.4 7 98 PROJ 15 70 959 "98 PROJ 14 56 808 814.4 5 
iu. im HORACE. Gi 


‘97 12 33 431 13.1 1 
"98 PROJ 15 33 498 15.1 2 


OPELAND 
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/f your car were one of the half-million a year damaged because of deer, 


would you know a good shop to hammer out the dings and dents? Your Allstate 


Agent could help you find one. Plus Allstate will back the workmanship for as long 


as you own your car. Bein; 


